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In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit; AMEN. 

 Last week we finished our study of Joseph, a shepherd who became a 

prince.  Tonight we begin our study of Moses, a prince who became a 

shepherd.  Both were remarkable men and utterly fascinating.  Both were 

called of God to do great work for his kingdom.  Both knew tremendous 

victories and crushing losses.  Both knew what it was to be loved and what it 

was to be rejected.  Both had aspects of their lives and circumstances that 

foreshadowed the life and work of Jesus.  As the theologians say, both were 

“types” of Christ.  Most important, it seems to me, both Joseph and Moses 

knew the Lord intimately.  Like David, who would come hundreds of years 

later, they had a heart for the Lord.  As we turn to Moses and study his life 

and work, our prayer ought to be that we might be drawn closer to God, to 

know him more profoundly, to love him more deeply and to obey him more 

closely—and all to the glory of God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.   

 Now before looking at the opening verses of Exodus, I want to put 

things into context for you and I want to do that on a number of levels.  

We’ll start with a wide view and then bring our focus in.  First: The Book of 

Exodus is the second book of the Pentateuch.  The Pentateuch, which 

comprises the first five books of the Bible, also known as the Torah, was 
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written by Moses.  We have in these books an historical narrative.  Moses, 

inspired and superintended by the Holy Spirit, tells us what has happened in 

history, from the beginning of creation to the entrance of the people of Israel 

into the Promised Land.  These books, however, are more than history.  They 

are to be as history and also as doctrine.  That is, in these books we find 

eternal truths that point us to Jesus Christ.  We have here not only history, 

but salvation history.  Let me explain what I mean. 

 Historically considered, the Book of Genesis concerns beginnings.  In 

the beginning God created the heavens and the earth, the skies and the seas, 

the plants and the animals.  Doctrinally speaking, the book of Genesis 

concerns election.  That is, Genesis is the story of God choosing a particular 

people to be his own.  From the three sons of Noah God chooses Shem to be 

the line through which the Saviour would come.  From all the people of the 

world, God calls out Abraham to be the father of the chosen nation.  God 

passes over Ishmael and chooses Isaac to be the son of the promise.  He 

passes over Esau and chooses Jacob to receive his blessing.  He appoints 

Joseph from the twelve sons of Israel to be the gracious instrument of 

preservation in time of famine.  Over and over again we find that the theme 

of Genesis is God’s electing—God’s choosing certain people to be his own.  
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 In Exodus, which historically treats the deliverance of Israel from 

Egypt, the theme is redemption.  This book teaches us who saves the elect 

and how it is they are saved.  Moses, you see, points us to Christ.  He is a 

type or a reminder or a foreshadowing of Christ.  Moses takes his people 

from the physical slavery of Egypt to the Promised Land.  Christ is a greater 

Moses who takes his people from the spiritual bondage of sin into the 

freedom of new and eternal kingdom life.  And in the tabernacle and the 

sacrifices that we see depicted in Exodus, we will find out how redemption 

is accomplished—it is found only through the shedding of blood.  Without 

that, there can be no remission of sin.  We start with election.  We move to 

redemption. 

 The Book of Leviticus is about worship and how we are to approach 

God in a way that is pleasing to him.  You can think of it this way.  If 

Genesis is about our election and Exodus about our redemption, Leviticus 

tells us what we were chosen and redeemed for.  We were made God’s 

peculiar people for a purpose.  We always need to remember that Moses was 

not told simply to go and ask Pharaoh to let Israel go.  He was told to say, 

“Let my people go that they might worship [God].”  It is for worship that we 

were made.  That is our purpose in life.  I like the way Peter says it in his 

First Letter: 
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 But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a 
people belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of him who 
called you out of darkness into his wonderful light.  Once you were 
not a people, but now you are the people of God; once you had not 
received mercy, but now you have received mercy. 

We were made to worship—to offer glory and praise to God—and Leviticus 

is the Service Book of the Israelites.  It tells them how they can approach 

God in a way that is pleasing and acceptable to him. 

 In the Book of Numbers we find described the consequences of 

disbelief and disobedience to a holy God.  We see the Lord disciplining his 

people sorely, but always remaining faithful to his covenant promises in 

spite of their fickleness.  Numbers displays the patience, holiness, justice, 

mercy and sovereignty of God toward his people.  You can think of it this 

way.  There are many who would like to have the blessing of God without 

having God in their lives, to lead, instruct, guide and discipline and chastise 

them.  In Numbers we find this is impossible.  God will not put up with such 

disrespect.  If you want to have God’s blessings you must be surrendered to 

God.  There is no other way.  There are no shortcuts.  And we find in this 

book that God will bring trial after trial upon his people until they 

understand this.  God insists that his people be holy. 
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 Deuteronomy, the last book of the Pentateuch, is a call to 

remembrance.  The people are called to remember that when they prosper, it 

is because God has caused it, and when they disobey, God will discipline 

them.  Obedience is the condition of blessing.  Trust and obey and you will 

be blessed.   

 You will be blessed in the city and blessed in the country.  The 
fruit of your womb will be blessed, and the crops of your land and the 
young of your livestock—the calves of your herds and the lambs of 
your flocks.  Your basket and your kneading bowl will be blessed.  
You will be blessed when you come in and blessed when you go out.   

In Deuteronomy Moses calls his people to recommit themselves to the 

covenant.  Renew your commitment to God and his covenant and all will be 

well. 

 The Book of Exodus, then, together with the rest of the books of the 

Torah, gives us a picture of the whole story of the history of salvation.    

Election.  Redemption.  Holiness.  The curse of disobedience.  The blessing 

of obedience.  You can say this: We have, thematically speaking, a picture of 

the Christian life.  And at the centre of it all we find Moses, the man of God.   

 Let me deal with another context and narrow our view down from the 

first five books of the Bible to the Book of Exodus itself.  Now there are a 

number of different ways this book can be divided and each one has its own 
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strengths and weaknesses, but I think that for our purposes it can be done 

like this.  Part 1, covering chapters 1-6, concerns the need for redemption.  

We find the people of God trapped in Egypt, suffering and crying out in their 

misery to the Lord.  Part 2, running from chapters 7-11, concerns the might 

of the Redeemer.  It is here we find Moses pouring out the various plagues 

upon the land in order to induce Pharaoh to let the Israelites go.  Part 3, from 

chapters 12-18, concerns the character of redemption.  It is here we see so 

very clearly that redemption must be purchased by blood.  The Passover 

Lamb must be sacrificed in the place of the sinner.  The blood of the lamb 

must stain the doorposts and lintels of your house if the angel of death is to 

pass by.  (That is, by the way, a picture of the church.  If you are a member 

of the church, and by that I mean if you are united to Christ by a true and 

living faith, you are protected from death by the marking of his blood.)  Part 

4, from chapters 19-24, has to do with the duty of the redeemed.  It is in this 

section that we find the Law given to Israel at Mount Sinai.  It is here we 

learn our duties to God and our duties to one another.  The fifth and last 

section of Exodus is found from chapter 25 through to the end of the book.  

This section had to do with the provisions God has made for the failure of 

the redeemed to fulfill all obedience.  It is here we find the tabernacle with 

its sacrifices and offerings.  The tabernacle, as we will see, is a type or 

picture of Christ.  It was a visual learning aid to teach the Israelites the truth 

 7



of the Messiah.  As I have said, there are other ways to divide this book, but 

I like this one in particular because it reinforces the theme of redemption that 

is found so strongly in this book.   

 Now let’s narrow our focus again and turn to Moses himself.  Think of 

this.  The life of Moses was a microcosm of the life of Israel as a whole.  

The life of Moses embodied the nation of Israel.  That is to say, many of 

things that happened to Moses, especially in his early life, were experienced 

by the Israelites as a whole.  What happened to Moses, happened to Israel.  

Consider these points of comparison.   

• Moses was born a slave in Egypt, lived under oppression and persecution 

and was the victim of a murder attempt.  The Israelites were slaves in 

Egypt.  They lived under cruel bondage and Pharaoh made attempts to 

murder all the boy babies. 

• Moses underwent a water ordeal.  He was put into a little basket made of 

reeds and placed in the river.  He was delivered from danger.  Israel 

underwent a water ordeal at the Red Sea and was delivered from the 

armies and chariots of Pharaoh.   

• Moses escaped from Egypt and fled to the desert of Midian.  Israel 

escaped from Egypt and fled to the desert of Midian. 
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• God revealed himself to Moses from a burning bush at Mount Sinai.  God 

revealed himself to Israel in thunder and lightning at Mount Sinai. 

• Moses was unfaithful.  He did not easily and readily obey when God 

called him to go to Pharaoh.  God responded to his doubts miraculously.  

Israel was unfaithful too.  God responded with mercy and granted them 

miracles many times over, from Manna from heaven to water from a 

rock. 

Moses’ life was a reflection of the life of his people, but there is more.  

Moses was also a type of Christ.  That is, there are aspects to Moses’ life that 

draw us to make comparisons between him and Jesus.  The life and work of 

Moses point to and anticipate the life of Jesus.  There are reminders here that 

we need to pick up on.  Let me mention a few.   

• Moses was an Israelite.  So was Jesus. 

• Moses was born while his people were in bondage to Egypt.  Jesus 

was born while his people were in bondage to Rome. 

• When only a baby, Pharaoh tried to have Moses killed.  When only 

a baby, Herod tried to have Jesus killed.   

• Moses spent his childhood in Egypt.  So did Jesus.  The Holy 

Family fled to Egypt because of Herod’s persecution. 
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• While legally the son of Pharaoh’s daughter, Moses regarded the 

Israelite slaves as his brethren.  While actually God’s only begotten 

Son, Jesus regards poor sinners like us as his brethren. 

• Moses was meek, as was our Lord.  The Book of Hebrews tells us 

that Moses refused to be called the son of the Pharaoh’s daughter.  

“He chose to be mistreated along with the people of God rather than 

to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a short time.  He regarded disgrace for 

the sake of Christ as of greater value than the treasures of 

Egypt” (Heb.11: 25,26).  Now listen to Paul describe our Lord in 

Philippians 2.  “Who, being in very nature God, did not consider 

equality with God something to be grasped, but made himself nothing, 

taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness.”  

• Moses was rejected by his brethren.  “Who made you ruler and 

judge over us?” was their question.  Listen to these words from John’s 

gospel.  “He was in the world, and though the world was made 

through him, the world did not recognize him.  He came to that which 

was his own, but his own did not receive him.”  Later on in that same 

gospel we read these words: “‘Shall I crucify your king?’ Pilate asked.  

‘We have no king but Caesar,’ the priests answered.”    
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• Moses spent a season—forty years—in obscurity in the desert.  

Jesus spent a season in the obscurity of Nazareth, a despised town not 

once mentioned in the whole of the Old Testament. 

• Moses was called of God to bring the Israelites out of Egypt.  Jesus 

was called of God to seek and to save the lost, bringing them out of 

darkness into the light of life.   

• Moses’ call was confirmed by the miraculous works he did.  Jesus 

call and commission was authenticated by the miracles he wrought. 

• Moses delivered his people out of the physical bondage of Egypt, 

out from under the oppression of a worldly king.  Jesus delivered his 

people from the spiritual bondage of sin and from the oppression of 

Satan.  (Pharaoh, by the way, is a type or symbol of Satan.) 

• After he had did, Moses returned in glory to the Mount of 

Transfiguration.  After his death, resurrection and ascension, our Lord 

has promised to return to us on clouds of glory.   

There are many more comparisons that could be drawn between 

Moses and the Lord Jesus.  In his book Gleanings in Genesis A. W. Pink lists 

75 before he runs out of space.  But here is the point.  God providentially 

arranged each detail of Moses’ life in order to teach the Israelites about 

salvation.  It was not yet time for Jesus to appear.  That would happen some 
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1400 years later.  But that does not mean God would leave his people 

uninstructed.  God gave them his word.  He also drew them pictures.  The 

life of Moses was one such picture. 

But God did not arrange each detail of Moses’ life only to instruct the 

Israelites.  He did it for our edification too.  The life of Moses and the people 

of Israel is a lesson to believers today.  Election.  Redemption.  Holiness.  

Disobedience.  Restoration.  These things are the stuff of the Christian life.  

And as Paul puts it, in speaking of the Israelites of long ago, “These things 

happened to them as examples and were written down as warnings for us, on 

whom the fulfillment of the ages has come” (I Cor. 10:11).  Beloved, we will 

find that as we study the Scriptures before us God deals with his people the 

same way throughout history.  His warnings to them are warnings to us.  His 

encouragement to them is encouragement to us.  His truths do not change or 

evolve or pass away.  They stand ever firm.  But why wouldn’t they?  He is 

the same yesterday, today and forever.  In Christ’s name.  AMEN.
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