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In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit; AMEN. 

 Two weeks ago, the last time we were together, we took an excursion 

to look at the family tree of Moses and Aaron.  This week, we pick up where 

we left off before making that short side-trip.  As you remember, God had 

commissioned Moses to go to Egypt to set the Israelites free.  He sent Moses 

to the Hebrew elders to explain to them that their deliverance was drawing 

near.  He sent him next to Pharaoh, with the command to set his people free 

so that they might go into the wilderness and worship him.  Pharaoh didn’t 

heed the command of God given through Moses.  Instead, he made the 

Israelites groan under even harsher burdens.  As a result, the Israelites turned 

on Moses.  They wouldn’t listen to him anymore.  They wanted rid of him.  

And when God told Moses to go again to Pharaoh, Moses balked.  Back in 

Exodus 6:12, just before the genealogy, Moses had asked God the question, 

“If the Israelites will not listen to me, why would Pharaoh listen to me, since 

I speak with faltering lips?”  God didn’t answer him at the time, so in our 

lesson tonight Moses asks the question again.  Look at the lesson.   

 Now when the Lord spoke to Moses in Egypt, he said to him, “I 
am the Lord.  Tell Pharaoh king of Egypt everything I tell you.” 
 But Moses said to him, “Since I speak with faltering lips, why 
would Pharaoh listen to me?” 

Will God answer his servant this time?  Yes he will, and emphatically, too. 
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 Then the Lord said to Moses, “See, I have made you like God 
to Pharaoh, and your brother Aaron will be your prophet.  You are to 
say everything I command you, and your brother Aaron is to tell 
Pharaoh to let the Israelites go out of his country. 

The word “see” here is imperative.  It is a command.  God is 

commanding Moses to heed the words that he is about to say.  To pay 

particular attention.  It’s the same thing we ran across in our lesson this 

morning when Matthew quoted Isaiah and Zechariah.  “See, your Saviour 

comes.”  “See, your king comes to you righteous and having salvation.”  

That little word “see” means “Look!”  “Behold!”  “Look—and look up!  

Remember who is speaking.  It is the Lord God himself and the Lord 

Almighty brings a promise you are to heed and to act upon.”   

 The promise is that Moses will be “like God to Pharaoh.”  In the 

original it is even stronger than that.  Instead of a simile—“like God—it uses 

the stronger imagery of a metaphor.  It could better be rendered, “I have 

made you a god to Pharaoh.”  Moses is going to operate with divine 

authority.  This promise puts Moses on at least an equal footing than 

Pharaoh, who, as you remember, was himself considered a god in ancient 

Egypt.  Time would tell which one of these two contenders would prove to 

have the greatest authority.   
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 The lesson continues, “...your brother Aaron will be your prophet.  

You are to say everything I command you and your brother Aaron is to tell 

Pharaoh to let the Israelites go out of his country.”  So Aaron’s role in this 

was to be the prophet of Moses.  He was to be a mouthpiece for Moses.  And 

he was to say exactly what Moses told him to say.  Prophets are not to use 

their own words or expound their own messages.  This is the way that the 

apostle Peter put it in his Second Epistle: 

 And we have the word of the prophets made more certain, and 
you will do well to pay attention to it, as to a light shining in a dark 
place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts.  
Above all you must understand that no prophecy of Scripture came 
about by the prophet’s own interpretation.  For prophecy never had its 
origin in the will of man, but men spoke from God as they were 
carried along by the Holy Spirit. 

I cannot tell you how important this is.  It is absolutely crucial.  There are 

two aspects to it.  First of all, the message given to the prophets came from 

God.  It is God’s Word.  Because it is from God it is altogether trustworthy.  

Our God cannot lie and so his word can be relied on to the uttermost.  That 

same message we find today in the Bible.  It is true, inerrant and a complete 

revelation of what we must know in order to be saved.  There is nothing 

missing from it.  There is nothing to be added to it.  Beloved, if biblical 

inerrancy and trustworthiness is thrown out you throw out Christianity.   
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 In his book The Battle for the Bible, which centers on the question of 

whether or not the Bible is completely trustworthy and true in all it says, 

Howard Lindsell talks briefly about the Unitarians.  Unitarians had their 

roots in the church.  However, in the 19th century they departed from an 

orthodox belief in the infallibility of Scripture.  At first this didn’t seem to be 

much of a departure from the faith.  They weren’t denying all of the Bible—

only parts of the Bible.  But soon the doctrine of the Trinity, clearly taught in 

the Bible, was also pushed aside.  Lindsell writes, 

 ...today the chasm is vast.  Many Unitarians are atheists; many 
are humanists.  In both the first and second Humanist Manifestos the 
names of Unitarian clergymen are prominent.  Among Unitarian 
Universalists the doctrine of sin has disappeared.  The gospel is not 
preached.  No missionaries go to the ends of the earth with the good 
news of Christ’s salvation.  Nor is the Bible preached in their 
churches.  This group is utterly and completely apostate.   No other 
conclusion is possible.   

 We must hold firmly to the truth that the Bible is completely 

trustworthy and true.  It contains no mistakes.  It has no errors.  To say that it 

is incorrect in any matter is to say either that God is mistaken—which 

cannot be—or that the Bible is not his word.  So cling to the truth of the 

Bible.  Otherwise, you will have no firm anchor and will be tossed about like 

a rowboat in a hurricane.  The second point that needs to be made is this: 

Prophets of God—today, preachers—must not depart from the message they 
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have received.  It is not my business to bring you my thoughts, my politics 

or my economic theories.  It is my job to proclaim the Word of God.  If I do 

this, I am a faithful servant and you must listen.  If I do not, I am an 

unfaithful servant and you must not listen.     

(As an aside, let me say a word about the difference between a 

prophet and a priest.  I have made this point before but it is worth recapping.  

A prophet stands between God and God’s people, looking at the people and 

bringing the message of the Lord to them.  A priest stands between God and 

God’s people, looking away from the people toward God, and bringing their 

intercessions to him.  When Jesus walked the earth in human flesh, he was 

his Father’s prophet, bringing the word of his Father about salvation.  Now 

that he is in heaven, he is our great high priest who makes intercession on 

our behalf before the Father’s throne.  The prophet looks at us; the priest 

looks away.) 

 Now when we come to the next verse, we come to a controversial one 

indeed.  Listen to this: 

 But I will harden Pharaoh’s heart, and though I multiply my 
miraculous signs and wonders in Egypt, he will not listen to you.   
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God hardens Pharaoh’s heart.  It is not simply that God allows Pharaoh to 

harden his own heart.  There is more to it than that.  God, it clearly states, 

hardens Pharaoh’s heart.  Now, does that mean that Pharaoh is not 

responsible?  Does it mean that God is treating him unfairly?  Not at all.  

Pharaoh was evil in and of himself.  He had practiced evil for years.  He was 

a wicked and cruel man, a willful and malicious old sinner.  He reveled in 

his sin.  He had no claim on God’s mercy and if it was God’s will to harden 

him it was also Pharaoh’s own will to be difficult, stubborn and vile.   

 The best commentary we can read on this matter is found in Paul’s 

Letter to the Romans, the 9th chapter.  Listen to what writes there: 

 What then shall we say?  Is God unjust?  Not at all.  For he says 
to Moses, ‘I will have mercy on whom I have mercy, and I will have 
compassion on whom I have compassion.’  It does not, therefore, 
depend on man’s desire of effort, but on God’s mercy. 
 For the Scripture says to Pharaoh: ‘I raised you up for this very 
purpose, that I might display my power in you and that my name 
might be proclaimed in all the earth.’  Therefore God has mercy on 
whom he wants to have mercy, and he hardens whom he wants to 
harden.   

Now at this point you may say to be, “But Ken, I have to say it again.  It just 

doesn’t sound fair.  If it’s true that God hardens us, how can God still blame 

us?”  That was the very objection the apostle Paul encountered.  Romans 9 

continues in this way: 

 7



 One of you will say to me: “Then why does God still blame us?  
For who can resist his will?”  But who are you, O man, to talk back to 
God?  “Shall what is formed say to him who formed it, ‘Why did you 
make me like this?’”  Does not the potter have the right to make out of 
the same lump of clay some pottery for noble purposes and some for 
common use?  

God hardens Pharaoh—who happily relishes his wickedness—in order to 

display his power and his compassion in the deliverance of Israel from the 

slave pens of Egypt.  And so God is glorified in his mercy for saving his 

children and glorified in his righteousness for bringing judgement down 

upon the Pharaoh’s head.  God is made manifest as both just and justifier. 

 Now I want you to see this.  God hardened Pharaoh’s heart.  How did 

he do it?  God did it by sending a preacher to him.  A prophet with the Word 

of God.  Preaching is a two-edged sword.  It can soften the hardest heart.  It 

can also make a hard heart harder still.  Isaiah is a wonderful example of 

that.  You remember the scene from Isaiah 6.  Isaiah has a vision of heaven, 

of the throne room of God.  He is undone by the sight and falls apart because 

he is a man of unclean lips dwelling among a people of unclean lips.  A 

seraph at this point takes a live coal and touches it to the prophet’s mouth in 

order to make atonement for his sin and cleanse him.  Thus purified, the 

Lord speaks to him and gives him this commission: 

He [God] said, “Go and tell this people, ‘Be ever hearing, but 
never understanding; be ever seeing, but never perceiving.  Make the 

 8



heart of this people calloused; make their ears dull and close their 
eyes.  Oth4erwise they might see with their eyes, heart with their ears, 
understand with their hearts, and turn and be healed. 

You see, God was fed up with the sins of these people and it was his 

intention to bring a heavy judgement upon them.  In fact, in order to increase 

their judgement he sent a preacher so that when the people rejected his 

message they would be without any excuse at all—so that their guilt would 

increase all the more.  How long was Isaiah to do this?  God tells him: 

 Until the cities lie ruined and without inhabitant, until the 
houses are left deserted and the fields ruined and ravaged, until the 
Lord has sent everyone far away and the land is utterly forsaken.  And 
though a tenth remains in the land, it will again be laid waste.   

The parables that Jesus uses to teach also perform the same function.  

They are used to open the eyes of the faithful—but to make the unfaithful 

unable to see.  This is what Jesus himself said in Matthew 13: 

The knowledge of the secrets of the kingdom of heaven has 
been given to you, but not to them.  Whoever has will be given more, 
and he will have an abundance.  Whoever does not have, even what he 
has will be taken from him.  This is why I speak to them in parables: 
Though seeing, they do not see; though hearing, they do not 
understand. 

Beloved, preaching works this way: Some it makes infinitely softer; others it 

makes infinitely harder.  The ministry of preaching has a dual nature, though 

we usually only think of the positive side of things.  On one side, faith 
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comes from hearing, and when the Word of God is preached, the Holy Spirit 

awakens dead hearts and bestows the gift of faith.  He sets the new believer 

on a different course—a narrow course that leads to the everlasting 

kingdom.  The person so touched glorifies God by becoming a banner to the 

love, grace, mercy and compassion of Christ.   

On the other hand, on the negative side of things, the ministry of 

preaching leaves sinners with even harder hearts.  It is much worse to perish 

having heard the word of God and having refused it than it is to perish 

without ever having heard the gospel preached at all.  For those who have 

heard and refused, there is an eternity of bitterness, regret and reproach that 

is unimaginable.  The greatest treasure of all—the pearl of great price—was 

right before them.  They scorned it for the treasures of the world that rust 

away and that the moths destroy.  They sold it, as did Esau, for a mess of 

pottage.  The person hardened by preaching still, however, gives glory to 

God, for God is glorified in all things.  He becomes a banner, not to the 

mercy and compassion of God, but to the unchangeable and strict justice and 

righteousness of the Lord.   

That is what happens in the case of Pharaoh.  Our lesson continues, 
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But I will harden Pharaoh’s heart, and though I multiply my 
miraculous sings and wonders in Egypt, he will not listen to you.  
Then I will lay my hand of Egypt and with mighty acts of judgement I 
will bring out my divisions, my people the Israelites.  And the 
Egyptians will know that I am the Lord when I stretch out my hand 
against Egypt and bring the Israelites out of it. 

God hardens Pharaoh so that the Egyptians will know that He and not 

Pharaoh is Lord and God.  Earlier Pharaoh had said, “Who is the Lord that I 

should obey him and let Israel go?  I do not know the Lord...” (5:2).  Now he 

and his people are about to find out and find out the hard way that the Lord 

God of the Israelites is the One True and Living God and that he is not to be 

trifled with.  The plagues and the exodus through the Red Sea will make it 

abundantly clear who is sovereign—and who is not. 

 Our lesson concludes: 

 Moses and Aaron did just as the Lord commanded them.  
Moses was eighty years old and Aaron eighty-three when they spoke 
to Pharaoh. 

They did as the Lord commanded them.  The two brothers are now 

completely committed to faithfully carrying out their duties as prophets of 

God.  For the last few chapters we have found Moses continually doubting 

God’s word—continually coming up with objections as to why he shouldn’t 

be the one to carry out this mission.  Now those doubts are gone.  Hesitation 

has been completely laid aside.  From this point on until the crossing of the 
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Red Sea, Moses expresses no uncertainties at all.  He is God’s man.  He is 

doing God’s work.  And through his ministry, God will be praised. 

 Beloved, coming to church to hear God’s word will make you either 

much better or much worse.  Coming to the Lord’s Table will either soften 

your heart or make it even harder.  But why would you harden your heart?  It 

may be that this hour has come to you by God’s grace so that you might 

surrender to him.  It may be that this hour has come so that you might 

recommit yourself to his will and his ways.  Why not?  His is a mighty 

Saviour for mighty sinners.  Even for the likes of you and me.  In Christ’s 

name.  AMEN. 
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