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In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit; AMEN. 

 In our lesson today there are a number of different events that take 

place over a time span of forty days.  The circumcision and naming of Jesus 

take place eight days after his birth.  The ritual purification of Mary and the 

presentation or consecration of Jesus to the Lord take place forty days after 

the first Christmas.  It was at this latter time that two witnesses, Simeon and 

Anna, thank and praise God for the gift of the Lord Jesus, the Consolation of 

Israel, the Christ.  These events happened to confirm and bless to the hearts 

and minds of the new parents the significance of the incarnation; they 

confirm and bless this to us today as well, as they have done to the saints 

everywhere down throughout the years.  Let’s take these things one at a 

time.   

 First, Jesus was circumcised eight days after being born as the Law 

required.  He submitted to this ordinance because he had come to fulfill the 

Law.  What nobody had done before—obey the Law perfectly, in all its 

aspects, outwardly in deeds and inwardly in the heart—the Lord Jesus would 

do.  He confirmed this in his Sermon on the Mount when he said, 

 Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I 

have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them.  I tell you the truth, until 



heaven and earth disappear, not the smallest letter, not the least stroke of the 

pen, will by any means disappear from the Law until everything is 

accomplished. 

Jesus came to dot the last “i” and cross the last “t”—to keep the Law not 

only in spirit, but down to the letter.   

 Why is this important?  Let me ask it in a better way.  Why is this 

absolutely crucial?  Why could Jesus not have worked redemption if not for 

this circumcision?  Here’s the answer.  In order for Jesus to stand in the 

place of sinners, he had to be perfectly righteous.  To be perfectly righteous 

he had to obey the Law perfectly.  Circumcision was required by the Law so 

Jesus had to be circumcised.  You can think of it this way.    Imagine your 

brother is about to be sentenced for murder.  He is going to be hanged.  You 

love your brother more than your own life, and so at the sentencing you say 

to the judge, “Your Honour, let me die in my brother’s place.”  The judge 

looks at you and says, “My records show that you have broken the law too.  

Your sentencing hearing is in three weeks.  We’re going to set the date for 

your execution then.  A man already condemned cannot stand in for another 

condemned man.  Request denied.”   



 At the same time as his circumcision, our Lord was named.  The angel 

Gabriel had told Mary and Joseph separately that the child’s name was to be 

Jesus, and that is what they called him.  Now Jesus is the Greek rendering of 

the name Joshua and it simply means “Saviour.”  I like very much what J. C. 

Ryle has to say about this.  He wrote,  

 Very striking and instructive is the selection of this name.  The Son of 

God came down from heaven to be not only the Saviour, but the King, the 

Lawgiver, the Prophet, the Priest, the Judge of fallen man.  Had He chosen 

any of these titles, He would only have chosen that which was His own.  But 

He passed by them all.  He selects a name which speaks of mercy, grace, 

help, and deliverance for a lost world.  It is as a deliverer and Redeemer that 

He desires principally to be known.   

“Mercy, grace, help and deliverance for a lost world.”  Doesn’t that amaze 

you?  It’s stunning.  It’s thrilling.  The Lord God himself has come down to 

us, taking upon himself a human nature, so that sinners might be saved.  As 

Ryle would go on to say, do not be content to know Christ as the one who is 

King, Lawgiver and Judge.  Make sure you know him as the one who is 

Redeemer, Deliverer and Saviour.  “Strive to be able to say, ‘This is my 

Friend: I was dead, and he gave me life: I was a prisoner and he set me 

free.’”   



 Jesus was circumcised and named eight days after his birth.  Forty 

days after his birth his parents went up to the temple.  They had a dual 

purpose in going.  First, Mary had to be ritually purified.  All women who 

had given birth had to wait forty days before coming back to the temple.  

Then, with the offering of either a lamb, if they could afford one, or two 

birds, if they could not, the woman was restored to full communion with the 

worshipping throngs.  Mary and Joseph, being poor, offered two birds.  

Beloved, the financial poverty experienced by Joseph and Mary points to a 

spiritual truth: Christianity begins with poverty of spirit.  “Blessed are the 

poor in spirit, for theirs in the kingdom of heaven,” means that the blessed of 

the Lord are those who stand before him with empty hands and broken 

hearts.  Blessed are those who do not bring God their own works of 

righteousness, for such righteousness is nothing but filthy rags, but who 

instead beat their breasts and call out to him in misery, “Lord, be merciful to 

me a sinner.”  Blessed are those who have no spiritual resources of their 

own, for they are able to say, 

Nothing in my hand I bring, 

Simply to Thy cross I cling; 

Naked, come to Thee for dress, 

Helpless, look to Thee for grace; 



Foul, I to the fountain fly, 

Wash me, Saviour, or I die. 

The second purpose Mary and Joseph had in going up to the temple was to 

present or consecrate Jesus to the Lord.  Let me give you the background.  

This presentation goes back to the days of Israel in Egypt.  On the night of 

Israel’s deliverance from the house of bondage, all the firstborn of Egypt 

were slain.  In God’s holy sight, however, not only the Egyptians but also the 

Israelites had forfeited their lives.  In place of death God was willing to 

accept from the tribe of Levi lifelong service first in the tabernacle and next 

in the temple.  From the other tribes the parents of each firstborn son were 

required to pay an offering of five shekels (see Numbers 3:11-13, 41, 44,45).  

With this offering they were said to have redeemed their children.  It was 

symbolic, of course, of the great redemption that was to come in Christ. 

As Mary and Joseph took Jesus forward for the service, they met Simeon.  

Luke records his story. 

Now there was a man in Jerusalem called Simeon, who was righteous and 

devout.   



Simeon was righteous and devout.  He was righteous not in and of himself, 

of course; he was righteous because God had declared him righteous.  God 

had graciously justified him.  God had given him the gift of faith and 

through faith Simeon believed the promise of God and was forgiven his sins 

and reconciled to his Lord.  This is the only way that anyone ever was or 

ever will be righteous in the eyes of God.  It cannot come in any other way.  

It makes me think of those wonderful words from Romans 3: 

 But now a righteousness from God, apart from the law has been made 

known, to which the Law and the Prophets testify.  This righteousness from 

God comes through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe.   

That Simeon was devout indicates that his faith was a true and living faith.  

He not only professed faith, he possessed it.  And because his faith was a 

working faith, Simeon was in the process of being sanctified.  God was 

working inside him more and more to conform him into the likeness of 

Christ and that inward working was confirmed in his outward behaviour.  

Simeon was striving to live a godly, sober and upright life to the glory of 

God and the blessing of his neighbour.   



Beloved, that working faith is the only sort of faith worth having.  It is not 

enough to know certain facts about the Bible or about the Lord.  These truths 

must sink deeply and powerfully into our hearts to transform us.  It is not 

enough to say, “Jesus is the Saviour;” we must be able to say, “Jesus is my 

Saviour.  He is so much my Saviour that I trust him, I love him, I follow 

him.  I obey him as he gives me strength.  He is my all in all.”  Such was the 

faith of Simeon. 

Our lesson continues. 

He was waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon 

him.  It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not die 

before he had seen the Lord’s Christ.   

Simeon was waiting for the consolation of Israel.  That is a reference to the 

Messiah.  Simeon was waiting for the promised Saviour, the one Isaiah 

spoke of years earlier saying,  

 See, the Sovereign Lord comes with power, and his arm rules for him.  

See, his reward is with him, and his recompense accompanies him.  He tends 

his flock like a shepherd: He gathers the lambs in his arms and carries them 

close to his heart; he gently leads those that have young. 



His is waiting for the consolation of Israel because the Holy Spirit is upon 

him.  Now it is true, of course that the Holy Spirit is upon all believers.  

Without the sovereign work of the Holy Spirit nobody can believe in the first 

place.  But the Spirit was on Simeon in a special way in order to anoint him 

for a special task.  The Spirit revealed to him that he would see the Messiah 

before he died and the Spirit led him to the temple courts on the exact day 

and at the exact time Mary and Joseph arrived to consecrate the baby to the 

Lord.  

 Luke continues, 

Moved by the Spirit, he went into the temple courts.  When the parents 

brought in the child Jesus to do for him what the custom of the Law 

required, Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying:  

Sovereign Lord, as you have promised, you now dismiss your servant in 

peace.  For my eyes have seen your salvation which you have prepared in 

the sight of all people, a light for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to 

your people Israel.  

Simeon sees Jesus and takes him in his arms.  He praises God in what is 

called the Nunc Dimittis.  These are the opening words of his song in Latin. 

They mean, “Now dismiss.”  “Sovereign Lord,... dismiss your servant in 



peace.”  Simeon is saying his life has been fulfilled and he is ready to die.  

There is nothing more his earthly life needs to be complete.  He has seen the 

Lord and so now he is at peace.   “My eyes have seen your salvation.”   

Beloved, the Lord Jesus is himself salvation.  Now his example, his 

teachings, his love, his tenderness and gentleness, his sufferings—they all 

help us.  But it is he himself that makes it all work.  This is what I mean.  If 

Jesus was not a man, he could not have given himself up to death on a cross 

for our sake.  If he was not true God, he could not have risen victorious from 

the grave for those he came to save.  If not for Jesus Christ himself, the God-

man, we would be lost.  We need more than his teaching; we need him.   

The Lord is not only salvation, he is the only salvation.  Luke puts it this 

way in Acts 4:12: “Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other 

name under heaven given to men by which we must be saved.”  Jesus 

explains it to his disciples in John 14:6: “I am the way and the truth and the 

life.  No one comes to the Father except through me.”  Beloved, if you 

follow Mohammed, you will be damned.  If you follow Buddha you will be 

damned.  If you follow Karl Marx you will be damned.  If you follow the 

devices and desires of your own heart you will be damned.  If you are a Jew

—one to whom belongs the “adoption as sons, the diving glory, the 



covenants, the receiving of the law, the promises and the patriarchs—if all 

these are yours and you receive not Christ, you will be damned.  Salvation is 

found in Christ alone.   

And let me say this for those who have no desire to look into the false 

religions of the world: You will not find salvation in the law of God as 

revealed in the Church.  Simeon knew the law of God as well as anyone, but 

he needed a Saviour.  Nor will you find salvation is the ordinances of the 

Church.  Baptism will not save you.  Attending the Lord’s Supper will not 

save you.  Going to Youth Group will not save you. Serving on the church 

board will not save you.  Christ and Christ alone can save.  You must be 

united to him through faith or you will be lost. 

Now there are some who say about this, “Surely your view of God is much 

too limited.  How dare you restrict the salvation of God to such a degree?  

My God is much bigger than yours.  Yours is narrow and bigoted.”  Have 

you ever heard that sort of objection?  There are two things that need to be 

said to people with such a view.  First, I am not restricting the salvation of 

God at all.  I’m simply reporting what God himself has declared.  You don’t 

have a problem with me; you have a problem with God.  The second thing is 

this: Why in the world would you think that God was obligated to offer any 



way of salvation at all?  The wonder is not that there aren’t many ways—the 

wonder is that there is a way at all.  If we got our just desserts we would all 

be damned; that he sends his own beloved Son to die for those who hold his 

generosity in contempt manifests grace upon grace.   

Jesus is salvation.  He is the only salvation.  Next, he is the whole of 

salvation.  As the hymn says,  

“My sin—O the bliss of this glorious thought, 

My sin, not in part but the whole, 

Is nailed to the cross and I bear it no more. 

Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O my soul. 

If you believe know this: Jesus delivers you from the power of original sin.  

He saves you from the guilt of actual sin.  He binds the strong man in you 

that you might walk godly in Christ.  He brings victory over death so that 

when death comes it will not be death to you.  He repairs the ruin of the fall 

and will present you to his Father without stain or spot, wrinkle or blemish.   

 He is the whole of salvation so that nothing needs to be added.  Think 

of it in this way.  Ask yourself the question, “What more do I need to be 

saved?”  Do I need to do penance?  No.  On the cross Jesus has suffered all 

that justice requires.  He has drunk the cup of suffering down to the dregs.  



Do I need works?  If I did, I would be in trouble, for I have none; but Jesus 

has every good work.  He said, “I have come down from heaven not to do 

my will but to do the will of him who sent me.”  Zeal for his Father’s house 

consumed him.  Jesus has works enough for me.  Do I need washing?   

There is a fountain filled with blood, 

Drawn from Emmanuel’s veins, 

And sinners washed beneath that flood 

Lose all their guilty stains. 

Do I need clothing?  There is a robe of righteousness that Jesus freely gives.  

Do I need medicine?  It is by his stripes that we are healed.  There is a balm 

in Gilead to make the wounded whole.  His name is Jesus Christ; I am his 

beloved and he is mine. 

 Let me make one last point.  The salvation that Simeon saw was 

God’s salvation.  “My eyes have seen your salvation,” Simeon says.  What 

does it mean to say that the Lord Jesus is God’s salvation?  It means that 

Jesus brings the salvation that God had long ago promised on oath to grant 

his people.  Look: Jesus does not just pop into history from out of nowhere.  

His coming was the central event that all prior history had been moving 

toward, and if you want to understand anything today, you must look back 

and see it in the light of the cross and resurrection.  God’s salvation in Christ 



is the central event of all human history.  It is why we have been made—

more, it is why the universe has been made.  And it is all for God’s glory.  

Don’t miss it.  Take up God’s salvation in your arms as Simeon took up the  

baby Jesus.  Receive him as your Saviour.  Obey him as your Lord.  Rejoice 

in him as your Mediator, Intercessor and Friend.  God grant us grace that we 

may know Jesus and be transformed into his likeness.  In Christ’s name.  

AMEN.   

   


