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In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit; AMEN. 

 This morning we are going to resume our study of the Gospel of Luke 

and pick up where we left off before Christmas.  Before we get to our lesson 

itself, let me set the scene.  It is the time of Jesus' passion.  Holy week has 

begun.  The Lord has entered Jerusalem to the acclaim of large crowds.  

They waved palm branches and cried out "Hosanna to the Son of David," 

and "Blessed is the king who come in the name of the Lord."  On entering 

Jerusalem the Lord confronted the religious authorities of the day, provoking 

a crisis by cleansing the temple of its moneychangers and merchants and 

using the temple for its true purpose--for teaching and preaching the gospel.  

Jesus' enemies tried to discredit him.  They tried through open attack and 

then through subterfuge to discredit him and his teaching.  Each time Jesus 

confounded them with his answers and showed them to be the hypocrites 

that they were.  And last, as if to add insult to injury, he pointed out a poor 

widow woman, one who put two copper coins into the "offering plate" and 

held her out as an example of true faith and piety.  "I tell you the truth… this 

poor widow has put in more than all the others.  All these people gave their 

gifts out of their wealth; but she out of her poverty put in all she had to live 

on." 



 Well, that is where we left off.  In our lesson today we find Jesus and 

his disciples about to leave the temple.  (That detail is found in Mark's 

account.)  As they are going, the disciples took a real look at their 

surroundings and began to "remark about how the temple was adorned with 

beautiful stones and with gifts dedicated to God."  Mark quotes them.  

"Look, Teacher!  What massive stones!  What magnificent buildings!"  The 

disciples weren't exaggerating and it's not surprising that they were 

awestruck.  Let me give you a few details about the temple.  It had been 

undergoing renovations and reconstruction since 19BC--for approximately 

46 years.  It wouldn't be completed until 63 AD--a mere seven years before 

it was destroyed.  The foundation stones were almost the size of boxcars, 

measuring 82 feet in length by 9 feet in height and 11 feet in depth.  The 

walls were dazzling white--except where they were covered with huge 

panels of beaten gold.  The ancient historian Josephus described the temple 

in these words: 

 The exterior of the building wanted nothing that could astound 
either mind or eye.  For, being covered on all sides with massive 
plates of gold, the sun was no sooner up than it radiated so fiery a 
flash that persons straining to look at it were compelled to avert their 
eyes, as from the solar ray.  To approaching strangers it appeared from 
a distance like a snow clad mountain; for all that was not overlaid 
with gold was of purest white.   

And the decorations on the walls were just as astounding.  Around one 

massive gate, for example, a massive vine was carved into the stone.  It was 



some 200 feet long and it was a symbol of Israel, for Israel in the Old 

Testament was often likened to a vine or a vineyard.  Along this vine were 

clusters of grapes.  The grapes were made out of precious stones and jewels 

that had been donated to the temple, often as memorials to loved ones.  

Here's the thing.  These jeweled grape clusters were five to six feet long and 

they were found at varying intervals along the 200 foot length of the 

sculpted vine.  The temple really was one of the wonders of the world. 

 But there was more to it than architecture and artistry.  The temple 

was also the central focus of the Jewish religion.  It was built on Mount 

Moriah--the mountain where Abraham in obedience tied his son Isaac to an 

altar and lifted up his hand to strike him dead.  It was the place where God 

dwelt.  It contained the Ark of the Covenant, the holy of holies, the golden 

candelabrum and the other sacred vessels of worship.  Speak of the temple 

and you couldn't help but think of David, Solomon, Hezekiah, Ezra, 

Nehemiah and other giants of the faith.  The temple was the White House, 

the Vatican and the Louvre Museum all rolled up into one.   

 When the disciples called Jesus' attention to the temple, he used the 

opportunity to do two things.  First he told them of the coming destruction of 

the temple and the devastation that will surround Jerusalem.  Second, he told 



them of the devastation that will surround his second coming, when he 

returns on clouds of glory to judge the earth.  The destruction of Jerusalem, 

you see, is a type or foreshadowing of the passing away and renewal of the 

earth and heavens that will take place at the end times.  And in both 

circumstances he teaches his disciples--then and now--how to live so that 

during these times of shaking they will be able to stand.    

 In reply to his disciples' observations, this is what Jesus said. 

 As for what you see here, the time will come when not one 
stone will be left on another; every one of them will be thrown down.   

Now I want you to think of how this must have struck home, and to do that 

think of what it was like before 9/11.  If someone had said to you then, "The 

twin towers of the Trade Centre in New York, the greatest symbols of 

commerce and wealth known to the world, remarkable exemplars of the 

ingenuity and powers of man, are going to turn into rubble; nothing will be 

left but a massive hole in the ground," it would be hard to take the message 

in.  It seems so improbable.  Who would believe such a thing?  And yet it 

happened.  The remarkable thing about the disciples is this: they believed 

their Lord implicitly when he told them the temple would be utterly 

destroyed; their only question was this: "When will these things happen?  

And what will be the sign that they are about to take place?" 



 In answer to their question Jesus tells them a number of things.  First 

of all, he tells them not to be afraid and not to be deceived.  They will have 

to face false teachers, times of warfare and revolution, natural disasters, 

famine and plagues.  More, there will be times of persecution.  They will be 

arrested and hauled up before the courts.  They will be betrayed even by 

their friends and families.  Yet all of these circumstances will only serve to 

make them witnesses to the Lord and to the gospel of grace.  God will turn 

these things, which are evil, to his good and blessed purposes.  And it 

happened exactly this way.  Christians were put out of the synagogue.  They 

were hauled up before the courts.  They were scattered abroad.  And as they 

were forced from their homes they took little with them, save the most 

precious thing they had--the story of God becoming man for the forgiveness 

of sins and everlasting life--the gospel--which is the power of God unto 

salvation for all who believe.  And even when they were killed--James, the 

apostle and brother of John, Stephen the deacon, to name only two--their 

blood proved to be the seed of the church and through persecution the 

church grew and flourished, daily adding to its numbers those who were 

saved.  Listen to the Lord: 

 For I will give you words and wisdom that none of your 
adversaries will be able to resist or contradict.  You will be betrayed 
even by parents, brothers, relatives and friends, and they will put some 



of you to death.  All men will hate you because of me.  But not a hair 
of your head will perish.  By standing firm you will gain life.   

 What was true then for those disciples remains true for the Lord's 

disciples today.  We will face hardships.  There will be trials of all sorts, 

some more severe than others.  But Jesus will give us what we need to face 

the day and by standing firm we will gain life.  Let me tell you a story about 

that.  Eta Linnemann held a prestigious chair of theology at a German 

university.  Unfortunately, though an expert in the Bible she was not a 

believer.  She had succumbed to the modern notion that the Bible was only a 

human work, that the miracles were legends and myths and other such lies.  

Because of God's grace, her life began to fall apart.  She sank into addictions 

and despair.  Here is her testimony: 

 My bitter personal experience finally convinced me of the truth 
of the Bible's assertion: "Whoever finds his life will lost it."  At that 
point God led me to vibrant Christians who knew Jesus personally as 
their Lord and Saviour.  I heard their testimonies as they reported 
what God had done in their lives.  Finally God himself spoke to my 
heard by means of a Christian brother's words.  By God's grace and 
love I entrusted my life to Jesus. 
 He immediately took my life into his saving grasp and began to 
transform it radically.  My destructive addictions were replaced by a 
hunger and thirst for his Word and for fellowship with Christians.  I 
was able to recognize sin clearly as sin rather than merely make 
excuses for it as was my previous habit.  I can still remember the 
delicious joy I felt when for the first time black was once more black 
and white was once more white; the two ceased to pool together as 
indistinguishable gray.   



 About a month after entrusting my life to Jesus, God convinced 
me that his promises are a reality.  I heard the report of a Wycliffe 
[Bible Translators] missionary who served in Nepal.  He reported that 
while he was away, his newly converted language helper was thrown 
into prison because it is illegal to become a Christian in Nepal.  He 
also reported what this new Christian said at his trial.  On the basis of 
earlier reports which I had heard about this language helper, it 
instantly became evident that he could never have given such an 
answer merely on the basis of his own ability.  Mark 13 surged before 
my eyes--a passage of which I had earlier taken not with only 
academic interest--and I had no choice but to admit that here was a 
fulfillment of this promise. 

Mark 13 reads in part, in much the same way as Luke 21, "Whenever you 

are arrested and brought to trial, do not worry beforehand about what to say.  

Just say whatever is given you at the time, for it is not you speaking, but the 

Holy Spirit."  Beloved, whatever the trial or circumstance, we can trust that 

Jesus will give us what we need to stand firm to the end.  Who can snatch us 

away from his mighty hand?   

 Now after telling the disciples about what general tribulations they 

will face before Jerusalem falls, Jesus gets specific.   

 When you see Jerusalem being surrounded by armies, you will 
know that its desolation is near.  Then let those who are in Judea flee 
to the mountains, let those in the city get out, and let those in the 
country not enter the city.  For this is the time of punishment in 
fulfillment of all that has been written.  How dreadful it will be in 
those days for pregnant women and nursing mothers!  There will be 
great distress in the land and wrath against this people.  They will fall 
by the sword and will be taken as prisoners to all the nations.  



Jerusalem will be trampled on by the Gentiles until the times of the 
Gentiles are fulfilled.   

Three years before Jerusalem was sacked by the temple destroyed by Titus, a 

Roman general who later became emperor, a Roman army commanded by a 

man named Cestius Gallus made a sudden attack against the city.  Though he 

might have pressed the attack home and taken the city with relative ease, for 

some reason unknown to us he didn't.  Instead, unaccountably, he withdrew.  

As a result of this preliminary attack, many in Jerusalem--especially 

Christians who knew the words of Jesus' prophecy--fled the city and took to 

the hills.  Josephus said they "swam away, as from a ship about to sink."  

And so it happened that when the war under Titus broke out shortly 

thereafter, the Christians of that city almost entirely escaped its devastation.  

Listen to this description of what happened: 

 The horror that Jesus predicted for Jerusalem came with the fall 
of the temple and is a matter of historical fact.  The roofs were 
thronged with famished women with babes in arms, and he alleys with 
corpses of the elderly.  Children and young people swollen from 
starvation "roamed like phantoms through the market-places and 
collapsed wherever their doom overtook them."  But there was no 
lamenting or wailing, because famine had strangled their emotions.  
Jerusalem could not burn all the bodies, so they were flung over the 
wall.  The silence was broken only by the laughter of robbers stripping 
the bodies. 

 After issuing his warning about the fall of Jerusalem, Jesus looks 

down the corridors of time to the end to the age and the second coming.  



That time too will be a time of tumult and shaking, only on a much greater 

scale--a cosmic scale.  "There will be sings in the sun, moon and stars.  On 

the earth nations will be in anguish and perplexity at the roaring and tossing 

of the sea.  Men will faint from terror, apprehensive of what is coming on 

the world, for the heavenly bodies will be shaken."  Beloved, the temple 

came to an end.  Massive and magnificent as it was, it passed away.  Those 

who found their comfort in the temple walls, furnishing and adornments 

were fools.  In the same way this world and everything in it is passing away.  

Here we have no continuing city.  And those who find their comfort in the 

things of this world are fools too.  Kings and empires rise and fall.  Nations 

are born and nations die.  As we have seen in the past weeks in Thailand, Sri 

Lanka and Indonesia villages, towns and cities can be swept away and left 

desolate in a moment and there is no one who can hold the waters back.   

 But there is a way of escape.  Listen to him: 

 Be careful, or your hearts will be weighed down with 
dissipation, drunkenness and the anxieties of life, and that day will 
close on you unexpectedly like a trap.  For it will come upon all those 
who live on the face of the whole earth.  Be always on the watch, and 
pray that you may be able to escape all that is about to happen, and 
that you may be able to stand before the Son of Man. 

Two words seem to stand out here.  One is "watch."  "Be always on the 

watch," it says.  J. C. Ryle put it this way.  He said, 



 We are to live on our guard like man in an enemy's country.  We 
are to remember that evil is about us, and near us, and in us--that we 
have to contend daily with a treacherous heart, an ensnaring world and 
a busy devil.  Remembering this, we must put on the whole armour of 
God and beware of spiritual drowsiness.  "Let us not sleep as do 
others," says St. Paul, "but let us watch and be sober." 

The armour of God: the belt of truth, the breastplate of righteousness, feet 

shod with the gospel of peace, the shield of faith, the helmet of salvation, the 

sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of God.  Dressed in these things we 

will be able to stand before the Son of Man when he comes in glory to judge 

the earth.   

 But how?  How will we be able to put on such a glorious dress?  That 

leads us to the second word that stands out.  "Pray."  "Pray that you may be 

able to escape all that is about to happen, and that you may be able to stand 

before the Son of Man."  Pray for yourselves and for others.  This is Paul 

speaking immediately after urging the Ephesians to put on the armour of 

God.   

 And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers 
and requests.  With this is mind, be alert and always keep on praying 
for all the saints. 
 Pray also for me, that whenever I open my mouth, words may 
be given me so that I will fearlessly make known the mystery of the 
gospel, for which I am an ambassador in chains. Pray that I may 
declare it fearlessly, as I should. 



Paul prayed and he needed the prayers of the saints.  If that is true of Paul, 

one of the greatest servants of Christ who ever lived, how much more true 

must it be of you and me?  Pray that God's Word might dwell richly in your 

heart.  Pray that a true and living faith might be born in your heart.  Pray that 

through the Spirit's indwelling you might be preserved in the pathways of 

obedience that lead to everlasting life.  Pray that you might nurture a spirit 

that is thankful, submissive and cheerful no matter what circumstances and 

trials your heavenly Father might visit upon you.  Pray the same for one 

another and encourage one another with kindly words and deeds.  And lift up 

your heads and rejoice, for though the Day of the Lord will be dreadful for 

some, for those who have cast themselves on the Lord is the Day of 

Redemption and eternal glory is only the twinkling of an eye away.  And 

even now in this dark world, if you listen closely, you can hear in the 

distance the chorus of the heavenly hosts: "The kingdom of the world has 

become the kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ, and he will reign for ever 

and ever."  In Christ's name.  AMEN.   


