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In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit; AMEN. 

 As we have seen in our study of Luke over the course of the past 

several months, the religious authorities, the Scribes, the Pharisees and the 

Sadducees were unrelenting in their hatred of Jesus and in their 

determination to do away with him.  Time after time they confronted him in 

an effort to discredit him and damage his ministry.  Time after time he 

confounded them with his wisdom and revealed them for all to see as the 

hypocrites they were.  In our lesson today we find their schemes taking final 

shape; they will do away with Jesus through the help of Judas, one of the 

Lord's own chosen men.  Our lesson begins, 

 Now the Feast of Unleavened Bread, called the Passover, was 
approaching, and the chief priests and the teachers of the law were 
looking for some way to get rid of Jesus, for they were afraid of the 
people. 

 It was a terrible thing to plot against the Christ; it was even more 

terrible that their plot should hatch at the time of Passover and Unleavened 

Bread.  Let me give you some background into these festivals.  Their origins 

are found in the Book of Exodus, chapter 12.  Originally there were two 

different feasts, but the Feast of Unleavened Bread came so closely on the 



heels of Passover they merged into one.  The Passover came first.  Let me 

explain how it came to be. 

 If you were to look at Exodus 11:5 you would find this divine verdict 

upon the people in Egypt: "Every firstborn son in Egypt will die, from the 

firstborn son of Pharaoh who sits on the throne to the firstborn son of the 

slave girl, who is at her hand mill, and all the firstborn of the cattle as well."  

Now note this.  This verdict, which was issued because of the sin of the 

people, was not just issued against the Egyptians; it was issued against the 

Israelites as well.  It says "every firstborn son in Egypt, not every firstborn 

son of Egypt.  You see, the Israelites were sinners too.  They no more 

deserved mercy than anyone else.  They too deserved divine wrath and 

condemnation.  But here is the thing.  Immediately after pronouncing this 

sentence upon all the families in Egypt, God goes on to say this: 

 There will be loud wailing throughout Egypt--worse than there 
has ever been or ever will be again.  But among the Israelites not a 
dog will bark at any man or animal.  Then you will know that the Lord 
makes a distinction between Egypt and Israel.   

God will make a distinction between Egypt and Israel; he will send death 

upon the sons of Egypt but not upon the sons of Israel; and he will do this 

although both Egypt and Israel, having sinned and fallen short of the glory 

of God, deserve to perish.   



 Of course the question that immediately arises is this: "How can God 

do that? or, more accurately, "How can God do that and still be a God of 

fairness, equity and justice?"  It doesn't seem right that he should punish the 

one and not the other.  The key to answering this question is found in the 

lessons taught in the Passover ritual that God had instituted.  Very briefly: 

The Israelites were told to take a lamb--one lamb for each family.  It had to 

be young and strong, without defect or blemish.  After caring for it for four 

days, they were to kill the animal and sprinkle its blood on the doorposts and 

lintels of their homes.  When the angel of death traveled throughout Egypt, it 

would pass over all those sheltering in homes marked by this blood.  Death 

would not touch those who were so protected.   

  

 Two points need to be made.  First, Passover has a double focus.  It 

first looks to God and to the satisfaction for sin that his holiness requires.   

Second, it looks to man and the deliverance from death that he needs.  First 

let's consider the godward focus.  This is the situation.  God is angry because 

of the sin of man.  Sin is an affront, an abomination and an offense to him.  

It is so dreadful a reality that He has promised that the wages of sin is death 

and that the soul that sins shall die.  This promise of God is just as sure and 

immutable as are his promises to bless.  He will in no way let the guilty go 

unpunished.  There will be a payment exacted.  It cannot be otherwise, for if 



it were, God would no longer be perfectly righteous and holy.  And if God 

were no longer righteous and holy, he would no longer be God.  And that, of 

course, is impossible.  God cannot deny himself.   

 How then is salvation possible at all?  A death penalty must be paid--

there are no exceptions--but it may be paid either by the sinner or by a 

substitute who willingly stands in the sinner's place.  In this way the absolute 

justice and righteousness of God can be satisfied and his grace and mercy 

can be extended.  And that is what the Passover teaches.  A lamb is slain.  

Blood is shed.  And while the blood of a lamb or a bull has never saved 

anyone, they symbolize and point to the blood of Jesus Christ which does 

save.  Beloved, consider this well: You will die in your sins or you will die 

in Christ, the true Passover Lamb, who has died for your sins.  There is no 

other possibility.  It is one or the other.  Oh, but why shouldn't we die in 

Christ?  What marvelous grace is on display here!  Think of it: God has 

promised to punish sin, but he has decided to pay the sin-price himself.  He 

will in Christ take our sin and condemnation and take them away.   

 The first focus of Passover, then, is upon God and the maintenance of 

his holiness and righteousness that requires the shedding of blood for sin.  

The second focus of Passover is upon man and the salvation he needs if he is 



to live.  This theme is seen in the sprinkling of the blood on the doorposts 

and lintels of the Israelite homes in Egypt.  You can think of it this way.  In 

the slaying of the lamb, the justice of God is maintained and his wrath is 

appeased; in the sprinkling of the blood the grace and mercy of God are 

applied.  Both those things are necessary.  An Israelite might have selected a 

proper lamb.  He might have killed it according to the instructions given by 

God.  But if he had not taken the blood and applied it to his doorposts, when 

the angel of death passed through the land that night he would have entered 

his house and his firstborn would have surely perished.  The blood must both 

be shed and sprinkled.   

 The same principle applies today.  It is not enough to know that the 

blood of Jesus was shed for the forgiveness of sins.  A Saviour provided is 

not enough.  A Saviour must be received.  As Paul says in Romans 3, there 

must be "faith in his blood" and faith is a personal thing.  Luther once said 

that there are two things a person must do by himself.  He must die by 

himself and he must believe for himself.  No one can do these things for 

him.  He was right.  You must by faith take the blood of Christ and shelter 

under it.  You must place it between your sins and the God who is holy, holy, 

holy.  You must rely on the shed blood of Christ as the only ground upon 



which you are acceptable to the heavenly Father.  Believe on the Lord Jesus 

Christ and you will be saved.   

  

 These are the great lessons of Passover.  A Saviour is promised.  He 

will die in the place of sinners.  He blood, sprinkled on the heart by the Holy 

Spirit through faith, will cleanse from all sin and make the sinner acceptable 

to God.  Now while the Passover teaches us how we are justified by God, the 

Feast of Unleavened Bread, which followed immediately upon it, speaks 

about our sanctification.  Leaven, you see, is a biblical symbol for 

wickedness and in the Feast of Unleavened Bread the Israelites were told to 

banish all leaven from their homes.  I think the best commentary on this is 

found in Paul's First Letter to the Corinthians, in the fifth chapter.  This is 

what Paul says: 

 Your boasting is not good.  Don't you know that a little yeast 
works through the whole batch of dough?  Get rid of the old yeast that 
you may be a new batch without yeast--as you really are.  For Christ, 
our Passover Lamb, has been sacrificed.  Therefore let us keep the 
Festival [the Festival of Unleavened Bread] not with the old yeast, the 
yeast of malice and wickedness, but with bread without yeast, the 
bread of sincerity and truth. 

Here is the application.  Sanctification must always follow justification.  If 

you have met Christ but you haven't changed--if you are the same as you 

ever were--then you haven't met Christ in a saving way.  Saving faith always 

involves obedience to Christ and a godly walk.  Always.   



 Now it is against this background of festivals that yearly taught 

lessons of grace, mercy and transformation that we find the plotting of the 

enemies of Christ.  To make matters worse, it is the people who are in charge 

of these festivals that are setting their hearts against the Lord.  It is the chief 

priests and professors of theology that are fighting the Lord they should have 

been welcoming and celebrating.  Think of it.  These men belonged to the 

tribe of Levi, the tribe set apart by God for special service to him in the 

temple.  They were descendants of Aaron.  They sat in Moses' seat.  They 

claimed to be guides to the blind and lights to them which were in darkness.  

And yet for all of their religious trappings, they hated the Lord.  They 

wanted him dead.  Listen to the application given by J. C. Ryle some 130 

years ago.  It is as fresh today as it was then: 

 Let us beware of attaching excessive importance to ministers of 
religion because of their office.  Orders and rank confer no exemption 
from error.  The greatest heresies have been sown, and the greatest 
practical abuses introduced into the church by ordained men.  Respect 
is undoubtedly due to high official position.  Order and discipline 
ought not to be forgotten.  The teaching and counsel of regularly 
appointed teachers ought not to be lightly refused.  But there are limits 
beyond which we must not go.  We must never suffer the blind to lead 
us into the ditch.  We must never allow modern chief priests and 
scribes to make us crucify Christ afresh.  We must try all teachers by 
the unerring rule of the word of God.  It matters little who says a thing 
in religion; but it matters greatly what is said.  Is it scriptural?  Is it 
true?  This is the only question.  "To the law and to the testimony: if 
they speak not according to this word it is because there is no light in 
them" (Isaiah 8:20). 



"The greatest heresies have been sown, and the greatest practical abuses 

introduced into the church by ordained men."  The truth of that statement is 

as tragic as it is irrefutable.  The bishops, ministers and priests who today 

deny the essentials of the faith are legion.  Be on your guard, that you are not 

led astray.  Know your Bible, so that you can recognize the lies when they 

come your way.  What lies?   

1. Whether you are Christian, Moslem or Jew, we all worship the same 
God.  

2. Jesus is one of many different ways to God. 
3. The God of wrath is the God of the Old Testament.  The God of the 

New Testament is pure love and he will not condemn anyone. 
4. If I try not to hurt anyone and if I am a nice person I will be 

acceptable to God and will get into his heaven. 
5. There is no such place as hell. 
6. The Bible is a book like any other, only it is full of myths, legends and 

contradictions. 
7. A homosexual lifestyle is acceptable to God. 
8. Jesus can be my Saviour without being my Lord.  I can be saved and 

live like an unbeliever. 

That is only a small sampling.  There are many more.  Be alert.  Be 

biblically informed.  Be wise. 

 Now the priests and the scribes were anxious to get rid of the Lord, 

but at the same time they were afraid.  They were afraid that at this time of 

celebration, when people from all over Judea were streaming into Jerusalem, 

that Jesus' popularity would skyrocket and theirs would plummet.  They 

were afraid that if they went out and simply arrested Jesus a riot would break 



out among his followers and they would be held accountable by the 

governing authorities.  They weren't sure of what they would do.  It was at 

just this point that things fell into place for them; Judas came to them with a 

plan to betray Jesus. 

 Then Satan entered Judas, called Iscariot, one of the Twelve.  
And Judas went to the chief priests and the officers of the temple 
guard and discussed with them how he might betray Jesus.  They were 
delighted and agreed to give him money.  He consented, and watched 
for an opportunity to hand Jesus over to them when no crowd was 
present. 

 Beloved, to be tempted of Satan is bad.  To be sifted and buffeted by 

Satan is even worse.  But when Satan "enters" a man, that man becomes a 

child of hell.  What a terrifying, humbling word we have in front of us today.  

Judas was one of the Twelve chosen by Jesus.  He had forsaken all for 

Christ's sake.  He had followed the Lord all through his earthly ministry.  

Judas looked like an apostle.  He spoke like an apostle.  He had gone on 

mission trips with the apostles, teaching, preaching and casting out demons.  

He was trusted by them, for he was the treasurer of the group.  Think about 

it.  For three years he had been eating, drinking and traveling with the Lord.  

He has been there when Jesus stilled the storm.  When Jesus healed the 

leper.  When Jesus delivered the demon possessed.  When Jesus multiplied 

the loaves and fishes.  When Jesus raised the dead.  He had seen the 



tenderness of Jesus when he pleaded for sinners to come to him for life and 

rest.  He had listened as Jesus taught with authority and transforming power.  

And yet for all of this he turned out to be a hypocrite and a betrayer.  He 

never had believed on the Lord at all.  And so he helped the Lord's enemies 

deliver Jesus to death and he himself died a son of perdition. 

  

 Beloved, if this doesn't give us pause, nothing will.  But it need not 

drive us to despair of our salvation.  Instead, let us remember and act on the 

truth that Christians need to pray daily for humility, cleansing and a spirit of 

true repentance.  We need daily to recognize our weakness and insufficiency 

and daily to turn again to the Lord who is sufficient in all things.  We need to 

pray with King David often, saying, "Search me, O God, and know my 

heart; test me and know my anxious thoughts.  See if there is any offensive 

way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting" (Psalm 139).     

 Why did Judas do it?  He was influenced, of course, by Satan.  That 

does not mean, however, that he was not responsible for his sin.  He cannot 

plead, "The devil made me do it."  The devil was involved, but he didn't turn 

Judas into a robot.  Judas remained a responsible moral agent in everything 

he did.  Nothing takes that away.  So we are left with the question.  Why did 



he do it?  Let me suggest a few motives that, no doubt, played a part, before 

getting to what I think is at the bottom of it. 

 First of all, Judas was a covetous man.  He was greedy.  A thief.  He 

had an inordinate love of money.  He took the treasurer's position so he 

could be in position to steal.  He begrudged Mary of Bethany's anointing of 

Jesus with costly ointment because in her actions he saw a lost opportunity 

for his gain. His greed was a powerful motivator in his betrayal. 

 There are also these considerations as well.  He may have suffered 

from disappointed ambitions.  He knew what Jesus was capable of doing.  

He had seen it.  And yet Jesus was determined to follow the path of suffering 

rather than the path of power.  For someone thirsting for power even as he 

thirsted for money, the path the Lord had chosen would be infuriating.  It 

may also have been the case that Judas was afraid.  Jesus taught that his 

followers would be persecuted.  We read about that only last week.  They 

would find their families and friends turning on them.  They would be put 

out of their synagogues.  The government would persecute them, bringing 

many to trial and even to death.  It was a dangerous thing to be a Christian.  

These may well have been some of the considerations of Judas as he plotted 



his course against his master.  But I think, fundamentally, at a deeper level, 

something else was going on. 

 Look: Jesus was holy, pure, true and loving.  He was the best man that 

ever was.  When Judas looked at him and then looked at himself, he saw the 

contrast.  He felt the conviction.  And so there were only two courses open to 

him.  He could either bow down before the Lord, give him his heart and 

plead for grace to be born again, or he could set his heart against the Lord 

and do all in his power to get rid of him.  It was either submit to Jesus or kill 

him.  And beloved, it is the same thing today for each one of us.  The 

question was then and it is now, "What are you going to do with Jesus?"  Are 

you going to say, when confronted by his holiness and goodness, when 

confronted by your sin and shame, "Lord, I am a sinful man, but you can 

make me clean.  I do not deserve it.  I have earned condemnation, for I have 

not loved you or my neighbour in the way I have been commanded.  I have 

been a proud, selfish and foolish man.  But I don't want to stay this way.  

Change my heart.  Make me new."  Or are you going to say in your heart, 

"Who does Jesus think he is, trying to make me feel guilty like that?  I don't 

need him or anyone else telling me what I should do, how I should feel, what 

I should think.  I will be my own man.  I will go my own way.  I have only 

one life to live and it's all about me." 



 Judas looked at Jesus.  He looked at himself.  And he decided, in the 

end, he was the one who counted.  He decided that it would be his will that 

would be done.  And by trying to save his life in that way he lost it forever.  

It would have been better for him if he had not been born.  Don't you make 

that same dreadful, foolish mistake.  The one way to save your life is to lose 

it, to give it away to Jesus in submission, obedience and trust.  Let him have 

it.  Let him change it.  Let him mold it.  Let him fill it.  Let him preserve it.  

Let him bless it.  Let's pray about that now. 

Heavenly Father, 


