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In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit; AMEN. 

 Our lesson this morning begins, "Then came the day of Unleavened 

Bread on which the Passover lamb had to be sacrificed."   We find ourselves 

on the Thursday of Holy Week.  On the Jewish calendar it is the 14th of 

Nissan, the day on which the Passover lambs were slaughtered.  Now I want 

you to see this in your mind's eye.  There is a vast throng of pilgrims in the 

city.  Josephus puts the number at 3 million; that is probably a wild 

exaggeration.  The more likely number is between 200,000 and 250,000.  

Still, that is a lot of people.  And if we take this lower number together with 

the number of native Jerusalemites and consider that for Passover supper 

about one lamb was used for every ten people, it seems that on this day at 

least 40,000 lambs are to be slaughtered.  It is a massive task and it requires 

special measures to be taken at the temple, for it is only in the temple that 

the sacrifice of the lambs can take place. 

   In the normal course of events, one division of priests made up of 

750 men serves at the temple at any one time.  But on this day every priest, 

all 24 divisions of them, numbering some 18,000 men, come to work.  The 

first thing they do is ceremonially burn all the leaven that had been collected 

the night before.  As you remember, leaven was a symbol of wickedness; no 



leaven was to taint the Passover ceremonies or to be tolerated during the 

Feast of Unleavened Bread.  At three o'clock the slaughter begins with the 

first of three huge shifts.  The temple gates are opened and the courtyards are 

filled with men carrying lambs in their arms.  A long blast is played on the 

"shofar" and with this signal the gates are closed.  The priests arrange 

themselves in two long lines.  They carry bowls of gold or silver.  Each 

Israelite not only carries a lamb; each Israelite slaughters his own animal.  

The priests use the bowls to catch the blood and then they throw the blood 

on the base of the altar.  The worshipers leave the temple with the slain lamb 

and its skin which has been removed, draped over their shoulders.   

 It's hard for us to imagine such a terrible scene: the noise of the 

terrified lambs, the stench of the slaughter, the blood and the offal, the flies 

that must have descended in clouds.  The scene strikes us today, with our 

modern sensitivities, as being obscene and barbaric.  You won't find me 

arguing the point.  In fact, it was meant to be just that: obscene and barbaric.  

You see, the emphasis on blood points to the seriousness of sin, its ugliness 

and its stench.  That is something we miss today.  We have lost our horror of 

sin.  We don't think of sin is as being particularly serious or odious.  Sin is a 

"mistake."   A "misunderstanding."  Something that can be easily excused.  It 

is "just one of those things"; everybody does it so it's "no big deal."  



Beloved, sin is a howling affront to a holy and righteous God.  It is ghastly.  

Appalling.  So God speaks his curse against sin and sinners.  The wages of 

sin is death.  The soul that sins shall die.  Sin brings death.  It always brings 

death.  It brings death for the sinner or it brings death for his substitute, but 

either way blood must be shed so that justice can be done.   

 After leaving the temple the meal had to be prepared.  Herbs, fruit, 

bread and wine had to be purchased.  The lamb had to be roasted.  

Traditionally they were roasted on a pomegranate spits.  Then a room had to 

be made ready where the celebrants could recline for the meal.  Everything 

had to be in place for the guests who would dine wearing white robes.   

 The dinner itself had a set order.  It began with a prayer of 

thanksgiving and the first cup of wine.  A person, usually the youngest, 

would ask the host, "Why is this night unlike any other night?" and the host 

would tell the story of Israel's deliverance from the slave pens of Egypt.  

Psalms would be sung--113th, 114th, and food would be eaten along with 

particular explanations: the bitter herbs reminded them of the bitter tears of 

slavery, the stewed fruit had a colour that was to remind them of the bricks 

they were forced to make at the command of Pharaoh; the lamb was to 

remind them of the blood they sprinkled on their doorposts and lintels on the 



night the angel of death passed through the land taking the firstborn of all 

the Egyptians; the unleavened bread reminded them of the haste with which 

they had left Egypt.  They didn't have time to let the bread rise.  And 

interspersed with these explanations were psalms and cups of wine.  The 

supper ended late.  People lingered over conversations.  Many would return 

to the temple for late night prayer.   

 The Bible tells us that Jesus longed to have this supper with his 

disciples.  It was his "eager desire" to celebrate Israel's deliverance from 

Egypt and especially to teach them about an even greater deliverance that 

was about to take place through his suffering.  To make it happen, he sent 

Peter and John to see to all the necessary preparations for the feast.  Here are 

the details: 

 Jesus sent Peter and John, saying, "Go and make preparations 
for us to eat the Passover." 
 "Where do you want us to prepare for it?" they replied. 
 He replied, "As you enter the city, a man carrying a jar of water 
will meet you.  Follow him to the house that he enters, and say to the 
owner of the house, 'The Teacher asks: Where is the guest room, 
where I may eat the Passover with my disciples?'  He will show you a 
large upper room, all furnished.  Make preparations there." 
 They left and found things just as Jesus had told them.  So they 
prepared the Passover. 

Now there are a couple of things for us to notice here.  First, Jesus sent Peter 

and John, his most trusted disciples, to make these arrangements.  He didn't 



send his whole band of followers.  He knew very well that Judas had made a 

deal with the authorities and was looking for an opportunity to find Jesus 

isolated and alone so he could hand him over.  The Passover Supper would 

be a wonderful opportunity for such a betrayal.  The crowds of pilgrims 

would be dispersed throughout the city.  The people would be enjoying their 

own celebrations.  Jesus could be arrested without incident--without 

precipitating a riot.  Jesus wasn't about to let that happen at this point, 

however, for he had much to do.  He had a last Passover to celebrate.  He 

had the Lord's Supper to institute.  He had a high priestly prayer to offer, a 

prayer in which he interceded not only for those of Israel who belonged to 

him, but also for those of all tribes and tongues who would come to him in 

faith.  The time was approaching, but it wouldn't arrive until after the meal. 

 Here is the application.  Jesus remains in charge of all events leading 

up to his death.  He is not a victim of chance and circumstance.  He is not a 

victim of evil men.  He is not a victim of Satan's hatred.  Jesus did not have 

his life taken from him; he gave it up willingly for the sake of his people, 

that they might be saved from the curse of sin and death and be brought to 

eternal life and righteousness.  Things are unfolding exactly according to the 

divine plan that had been decreed from before the foundation of the world.  

That is something for us to keep in mind when things are going hard for us.  



Perhaps a sickness has come your way.  Perhaps you have suffered a 

financial setback.  It may be that you have family problems or work 

problems.  There are many trials we each must face.  Nevertheless, we can 

be sure that God remains in control and that his purposes are being worked 

out according to his good and perfect will.   

 Now you may say to me, "but Ken, I can't see it."  And I would reply 

to you, "I can't see it either, but we walk by faith, not by sight.  Look: We 

know who Jesus is.  We know what he has done.  We have met him and have 

experienced his love and forgiveness in our hearts.  How can we turn aside 

into unbelief just because a few difficulties have come our way?  Any slight, 

momentary affliction is not worth comparing to the glory that is to be 

revealed to us.  So look to the things that are unseen.  The things that are 

seen are transient--they are passing away.  One glad morning our trials and 

burdens all will be gone forever.  But the things that are unseen are eternal."   

 Jesus told his disciples to look for a man carrying a jar of water and to 

follow him.  In those days women carried water in jars; men carried water in 

skins.  This man wouldn't be hard to pick out in the crowd as he came to 

meet them.  He was, it seems a servant of the man who owned the upper 

room.  This man was presumably a disciple and supporter of Jesus.  The 



Lord had apparently talked to this disciple some time earlier in order to 

make arrangements for Passover.  Everything had been done.  The room was 

furnished and ready to be used.  After securing the room, Peter and John 

would have hurried off to the Temple, slaughtered the lamb and purchased 

the herbs, fruit, wine and other elements of the meal.  Everything was set.  

All they had to do was wait for the Lord and the rest of the disciples to 

come.   

 Let's look to the lesson again: 

 When the hour came, Jesus and his apostles reclined at the 
table.  And he said to them, "I have eagerly desired to eat this 
Passover with you before I suffer.  For I tell you, I will not eat it again 
until it find fulfillment in the kingdom of God." 

"I have eagerly desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer."  I wish 

I could adequately convey the tenderness, mercy and compassion contained 

in this sentence of our Lord.  It lays open his heart and expresses his longing 

for his salvation to be known and received by men.  He yearns for the 

salvation of sinners.  He does not desire the death of the wicked, but that 

they turn from their evil and be saved.  About 175 years ago Thomas 

Chalmers, a Presbyterian minister in Scotland, preached a sermon entitled 

Fury Not in God.  In it he spoke of God's loving disposition toward the 

creatures he had made, sinful though they may be.  This is what he said: 



  Oh, no, children of men.  He has no pleasure in your death.  He 
is not seeking to magnify Himself by the destruction of so paltry a foe.  
He could devour you in a moment.  He could burn you up like stubble.  
And you are mistaken if you think renown on so poor a field of 
contest is a renown he aspires after…. 
 There is nothing in the destruction of creatures so weak that can 
at all bring Him any distinction, or throw any aggrandizement around 
him.  And thus we see Him pleading and protesting with sinners 
everywhere in Scripture.  He does not want to signalize himself upon 
the ruin of any, but would rather that they should turn and be saved….  
 But to make friends from enemies; to transform the children of 
wrath into children of adoption; to accomplish such a mighty and a 
wonderful change from the state of guilt to the state of justification; to 
make servants of sin into willing servants of God; to chase away the 
darkness of sinful nature and make everything light and comfort 
around the redeemed; to take people who are slaves of their feelings 
and invest them with a preference for the things of eternity; to pull 
down the strongholds of corruption within and raise one who was 
spiritually dead to a life of new obedience--this is the victory that God 
delights in!   

This is the delight we find set before the Lord.  He delights to save sinners.  

He delights to change them.  To fellowship with them.  Think about that.  

The Lord delights to invite you to come to him with all your trouble and 

weariness; he invites you to lean upon him and to learn of him; in invites 

you to know joy and peace.   Our Lord longs to share the Passover because 

Passover points to Israel's deliverance from slavery.  He longs to share 

Passover because he is going to transform Passover into the Lord's Supper, a 

supper that points to an even greater deliverance--a deliverance from sin and 

death founded not upon the blood of lambs--blood that had to be spilled year 

after year, in quantities we can scarcely imagine-- but upon the blood of 



Jesus himself, blood that had to be shed only once to pay in full for all of the 

sins of all of the Redeemed. 

 Let's turn back to our lesson where we will find the Lord fulfilling the 

Passover and replacing it with the ordinance or sacrament of the Lord's 

Supper. 

 And he took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and give it to 
them, saying, "This is my body given for you; do this in remembrance 
of me." 
 In the same way, after the supper he took the cup, saying, "This 
cup is the new covenant in my blood, which is poured out for you." 

Let me mention a few of the similarities and differences between Passover 

and the Lord's Supper.  Passover celebrated freedom and the deliverance 

from slavery in Egypt and anticipated our deliverance and freedom from sin 

through the Messiah.  The Lord's Supper celebrates the freedom and 

deliverance from sin that has been fully and finally accomplished through 

the death and resurrection of Jesus.  That is to say, Passover looked forward 

in hope; the Lord's Supper looks back in thanksgiving. 

 Moses was the Mediator of the Old Covenant and in human terms he 

was the founder of the Passover feast.  Yet Moses was simply a type or 

foreshadowing of Jesus Christ, the Great Mediator between God and Man, 

the One who ever lives to intercede on behalf of his people, the founder of 



the New Covenant, the one who instituted the Lord's Supper that 

commemorates it.   

  The Passover involved repeated sacrifices; year after year the blood of 

lambs was shed because the blood of lambs and goats could not atone for 

sin.  The Lord's Supper is not a sacrifice.  It does not involve the shedding of 

blood.  You see, when Christ's blood was shed at Calvary it was shed once 

and for all.  It was a sacrifice fully sufficient to cover all sins.  No further 

sacrifice is now required.  In fact, if we claim that the Lord's Supper does 

involve the shedding of blood, we are denying the power, dignity and 

sufficiency of the cross.  We are saying, in effect, that what Jesus did at 

Calvary was not good enough so it must be repeated.  Never let us fall into 

that blasphemy.  The Lord's Supper is the repeated commemoration of a 

sacrifice once made, not a re-crucifixion of Jesus--not a tearing of his real 

body and a shedding of his real blood.  After Calvary, no church sacraments 

can anymore involve the shedding of blood.  New signs have been given by 

God.  Jesus instituted the Lord's Supper to replace Passover and baptism to 

replace circumcision.   

 As time is short let me make just one more point.  The purpose of the 

Lord's Supper is to remind Christians of Jesus' death for sinners.  It is a God-



given visual aid--a sermon or parable that is acted out.  It teaches us that as 

surely as bread and wine strengthen our bodies, so does the death of Christ--

his body broken and his blood shed--feed our souls to everlasting life.  By 

God's grace, through faith, with thanksgiving in our hearts, in the bread and 

wine we receive Jesus Christ spiritually in this Supper and find our faith 

strengthened and peace with God even more firmly established.  And we 

commit ourselves to walking in his way, according to his commandments, 

until our life here is over and we feast with our Lord in the heavenlies at the 

marriage supper of the Lamb.  There is a picture of it found in the Book of 

Revelation.   

Hallelujah! 
For our Lord God Almighty reigns. 

Let us rejoice and be glad 
And give him glory! 

For the wedding of the Lamb has come, 
And his bride has made herself ready. 

Fine linen, bright and clean, 
Was given her to wear. 

(Fine linen stands for the righteous acts of the saints.) 
Then the angel said to me, "Write: 'Blessed are those who are invited 
to the wedding supper of the Lamb!'"  And he added, "These are the 
true words of God."   

Blessed indeed are those who are invited to commune with the Lord Jesus 

Christ.  In his name.  AMEN.   

  


