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In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit; AMEN. 

 In our lesson this morning we come to the arrest of Jesus.  The Son of 

Man is betrayed with a kiss.  As horrible as it is, it ought not to surprise us, 

for the Bible is full of prophecies and types that point to just this moment.  

Let me name a few.  Joseph is a "type" of Christ.  That is, there are things in 

Joseph's life that point to the Messiah.  Joseph was sold by his brothers into 

slavery.  His brothers, the Bible tells us, meant it for evil.  But God meant it 

for good and as a result of Joseph's suffering and slavery the children of 

Israel were saved from famine and death.  Jesus was sold by Judas, a 

disciple and "brother" of our Lord for thirty pieces of silver--the going price 

for a slave.  Judas meant it for evil, for he was a greedy, covetous man.  But 

God meant it for good and through his betrayal and suffering the Lord saved 

his people, not from famine, but from everlasting destruction. 

 Samson is another person from the Old Testament who teaches us 

something of what our Lord Jesus had to undergo in the New.  Samson 

displeased his fellow Israelites and was bound by them and turned over to 

his enemies, the Philistines.  The Philistines tortured, mocked and defiled 

Samson.  And Samson gave up his life as he tore down the pillars of the 

temple of the pagan god Dagon.  Jesus displeased his fellow Israelites.  He 



came to his own, John says, but his own received him not.  And so Jesus was 

bound by his countrymen and delivered to the enemy.  They mocked him, 

tortured him and hanged him on an accursed tree.  That is to say, Jesus gave 

up his life that he might tear down the gates of hell.   

 King David is instructive for us here as well.  He had a trusted advisor 

and friend named Ahithophel.  Ahithophel joined forces with Absalom, 

David's rebellious son, in an attempt to wrest the throne and kingdom from 

David.  When it seemed to Ahithophel that the rebellion must fail, just as 

Judas would centuries later, he went out and hanged himself.  David was 

moved to write these words from Psalm 41, words that point to what Jesus 

would endure: 

Even my close friend, whom I trusted, 
He who shared my bread, 

Has lifted up his heel against me. 

And he wrote these words from Psalm 55; they are richly evocative of what 

the Lord had to go through: 

My heart is in anguish within me; 
The terrors of death assail me. 

Fear and trembling have best me; 
Horror has overwhelmed me…. 
If an enemy were insulting me, 

I could endure it; 
If a foe were raising himself against me, 

I could hide from him. 
But it is you, a man like myself, 



My compassion, my close friend, 
With whom I once enjoyed sweet fellowship 

As we walked with the throng 
At the house of God. 

 Now here is the point, a point that I have made before and which I 

will make repeatedly.  We see here again that Jesus is not a victim of chance 

or circumstance.  He is not being buffeted by forces beyond his sovereign 

control.  Quite the contrary.  Things are unfolding exactly according to the 

plan of salvation that has been in place from before the creation of the world.  

Things are unfolding exactly as God has said they would in page after page 

of the Old Testament.  God's covenant promises are being fulfilled.  He is 

setting into motion the final stage of his plan for our redemption.  Look up, 

because your redemption is drawing nigh. 

 Beloved, never think that because the night has come and things look 

very dark that God has stepped down from his throne and things are reeling 

out of his control.  They are not and such thoughts are foolishness.  All 

things are unfolding as God has decreed.  They are unfolding in such a way 

as to bring blessing to God's children at just the right time.  You can think of 

it this way: Times of hardship, suffering and heartache are the times in which 

saints can best store up treasures in heaven.  It is when they can best practice 



the Christian virtues of faith, hope and love, of patience, humility and 

submission.  That is why God sends such times upon his children.  It is to 

refine them, to polish them, to burnish them, to bless them.   

 That said, let's turn to the lesson.  Let me set the scene.  Judas had 

earlier left the Passover meal.  There was much to be done.  Judas had to 

notify the authorities.  They in turn had to organize a posse.  They also had 

to get permission from Pilate for the addition of a contingent of Roman 

soldiers.  The religious authorities, you see, did not trust their temple guard 

to arrest Jesus.  They thought the guards might just balk and refuse to carry 

out their orders.  Why would they think that?  Well, they had ordered the 

guard to arrest Jesus earlier.  The story is told in John 7.  But the guards 

didn’t do it.  They were the ones captured, captured by the power of Jesus' 

teaching.  They came back to the chief priests and Pharisees empty handed, 

saying only that "No one ever spoke the way this man does."  The authorities 

didn't want this kind of defection to happen again and they knew that Roman 

soldiers would be happy to step into the breach if their native soldiers failed.  

After getting permission from Pilate, members of the Sanhedrin had to be 

notified.  The guards had to get swords, clubs, lanterns and everything else 

needed for a night raid.  And, finally, they all had to make their way to the 

Mount of Olives, where Judas suspected Jesus would be.   



 While all this was going on, Jesus finished the Passover meal with his 

remaining eleven disciples and, afterwards, went to the Mount of Olives as 

was his custom.  He prayed and agonized in the Garden of Gethsemane.  He 

renewed his promise to submit himself to the Father's will, even if it meant 

drinking to the bitter dregs a cup of sin, filth and judgement.  And he 

exhorted his disciples to prayer, so that they might be able to withstand the 

trials that were going to fall upon them.  He was still speaking to his 

disciples when Judas arrived.  Now see this in your mind's eye.  Judas was 

out in front.  Close to him was a man named Malchus.  He was a servant of 

the high priest and the one who would get his ear chopped off.  Also up 

toward the front were the temple guards and the religious authorities.  The 

Roman soldiers were in the back, ready should anything go wrong.  At this 

point our lesson takes up the story: 

 While he was still speaking a crowd came up and the man who 
was called Judas, one of the Twelve, was leading them.  He 
approached Jesus to kiss him, but Jesus asked him, "Judas, are you 
betraying the Son of Man with a kiss?" 

 With this kiss Jesus was betrayed.  Have you ever wondered why it 

happened this way?  Why did Jesus have to suffer betrayal?  Why couldn't 

he have been taken some other way?  If we ponder that for a moment we will 



see God's wisdom.  First, Jesus wasn't captured in combat, after a fierce 

battle, because that would suggest that he was an unwilling victim being 

dragged to an unwanted fate.  Second, he wasn't captured while he was 

hiding--on the run--because a fugitive's life would not be a fitting one to 

offer up on the cross as an atonement for sin.  Hiding in a spider hole is 

appropriate for the Saddam Husseins of the world, but not for the Lord 

Jesus.  Third, he didn't give himself up to the authorities because that might, 

in part, serve to exonerate them of their guilt.  Nothing was to be done that 

would shift responsibility for the death of Christ from the sinful, natural 

man.   

 No, Jesus had to be betrayed.  It was the only way.  On the one hand 

he was betrayed to highlight the ugliness of our sin and to make our guilt 

unmistakable.  It is in this betrayal that we see revealed the terrible hatred 

that lies in the heart of the natural, unbelieving man.  In this betrayal we see 

sin in all its sheer ugliness and we are taught what a disfiguring, killing 

wound sin always inflicts.  And on the other hand Jesus was betrayed to 

make his suffering complete, to make it as horrible as it could be, for the sins 

he was carrying deserved nothing less than such extreme punishment.  These 

words come from Psalm 55, a Psalm of David written when his former 

friends had turned on him: 



My companion attacks his friends; 
He violates his covenant. 

His speech is smooth as butter, 
Yet war is in his heart; 

His words are more soothing than oil, 
Yet they are drawn swords. 

 It was fitting for the accomplishment of his mission that Christ be 

betrayed.  And betrayed by a familiar friend, a close and intimate 

acquaintance.  Think about that for a moment.  Ponder the betrayed of the 

Lord by one of the Twelve.  It is bad enough to fall into the hands of your 

enemies, but to be betrayed into the hands of your enemies by someone you 

have been kind to, by someone you have blessed, is altogether another 

matter.  Judas was a disciple.  He had a privileged position as one of the 

apostles of the Lord.  He had eaten with him.  Traveled with him.  He sat at 

the Lord's feet while Jesus taught.  Even more, Judas was given great gifts 

by the Lord.  We know that he was a powerful preacher, for he had gone on 

mission trips with the other apostles and, like them, had been met with 

success.  Through his ministry the sick had been healed, the blind had seen, 

the lame had walked.  This man, who was now in the hands of the devils, 

had himself driven demons out of the afflicted.  And consider this too: He 

was no boaster like Peter.  He had not questioned the Lord, like Thomas or 

Philip; instead he had simply received Jesus' teachings with quiet 



submission.  He was so prudent and of such a respected demeanor that he 

was given the job of treasurer.  Peter didn't get that job.  He was too 

impetuous.  He might have spent all the money all at once on something 

foolish.  John, the apostle of love, didn't get the job either.  He might have 

spent it all on costly ointment for the Lord's feet or given it away to someone 

with a sad story.  No, it was Judas who seemed to have the qualities of 

stability and discretion necessary for the job.  And note this too: When Jesus 

announced that he would be betrayed, the other disciples did not say, "Is it 

Judas?"  That didn't occur to them.  Not one of them suspected him.  And yet 

he was the one who arranged for Jesus to be turned over to the authorities for 

arrest and trial. 

   

 Let me make a couple of applications.  First, Judas betrayed Jesus 

with a kiss.  It was probably a fervent and repeated embrace.  Beloved, the 

worst deeds can be done under a show of love for Christ.  Let me give you 

an example from the Bible.  Ahab was king of Israel.  He wanted to purchase 

a piece of land owned by a man called Naboth.  Naboth wouldn't sell, so 

Ahab sulked.  He sulked so long and hard that his wife, Queen Jezebel, 

couldn't stand it any longer.  She arranged to have Naboth killed so Ahab 

could get the property.  How did she do it?  She called for a fast to be 

observed.  At this fast she had two false witnesses accuse Naboth of 



blasphemy.  He was convicted and executed.  Jezebel used the pretense of a 

religious fast to cover her wickedness. 

 Now let me give you a few contemporary examples.  People in the 

church who spread the lie that Jesus is not the only way to salvation don't 

begin by saying, "I want to betray the Lord and deny his own words to his 

face.  Here is the blasphemy I want to spread.  Jesus is not the unique and 

only Saviour but is one of many different saviours."  No.  They begin by 

saying, "I want to make the church more loving and accepting toward 

Hindus and Moslems.  I don't want to judge anyone or anything."  People in 

the church who teach the lie that Jesus endorses homosexual unions and 

approves of so-called "homosexual marriage"--people like the Anglican 

bishop of Niagara, for instance--do not begin by saying, "I want to betray the 

clear teaching of the Bible and replace it with a foreign, pagan, God-denying 

falsehood that will lead people to hell."  No.  They say, "I want to make the 

church more inclusive and loving."  When we fall into sin--when, for 

example, we say hurtful things instead of curbing our tongues with proper 

Christian modesty and discipline--we do not begin by saying, "I think I will 

make a terrible witness to Christ today by speaking harshly, without any 

regard for the feelings of my neighbour."  No.  We say things like this: "I 

need to speak the truth in love."  Or, "It's healthy to get my emotions out, so 



I need to say whatever is on my mind."  Beloved, we need to be wary.  We 

need to be on alert, let we fall into this trap.   

 Let's look at the lesson again.  It continues,  

 When Jesus' followers saw what was going to happen, hey said, 
"Lord, should we strike with our swords?"  And one of them struck 
the servant of the high priest, cutting off his right ear. 
 But Jesus answered, "No more of this!"  And he touched the 
man's ear and healed him. 

I like very much what J. C. Ryle had to say about this.  He wrote, 

 It is much easier to fight a little for Christ, than to endure 
hardness and go to prison and death for his sake.  We read that when 
our Lord's enemies drew near to take him, one of his disciples "Smote 
the servant of the high priest and cut off his right ear."  Yet the zeal of 
that disciple was short lived.  His courage soon died away.  The fear of 
man overcame him.  By and bye when our Lord was led away 
prisoner, he was led away alone.  The disciple who was so ready to 
fight and smite with the sword had actually forsaken his master and 
fled. 
 The lesson before us is deeply instructive.  To suffer patiently 
for Christ is far more difficult than to work actively.  To sit still and 
endure calmly is far more hard than to stir about and take part in the 
battle.  Crusaders will always be found more numerous than Martyrs.  
The passive graces of religion are far more rare and preci0us than the 
active graces.  Work for Christ may be done from many spurious 
motives, from excitement, from emulation, from party-spirit, or from 
love of praise.  Suffering for Christ will seldom be endured from any 
but one motive.  That motive is the grace of God. 
 We shall do well to remember these things in forming our 
estimate of the comparative grace of professing Christians.  We err 
greatly if we suppose that those who do public work, and preach and 
speak and write and fill the eyes of the church are those who are most 
honourable in God's sight.  Such men are often far less esteemed by 
him than some poor unknown believer, who has been lying for years 



on his back, enduring pain without a murmur.  Their public efforts 
perhaps will prove at last to have brought less glory to Christ than his 
patience and to have done less good than his prayers.  The grand test 
of grace is suffering.  "I will show Saul," said the Lord Jesus, "what 
great things he shall suffer for my name."  Peter, we may be sure, did 
far less good when he drew his sword and cut off a man's ear, than he 
did when he stood calmly before the council as a prisoner and said, 
"We cannot but speak the things which we have seen and heard."   

Don't ever think you are too old or too weak or too broken down to serve the 

Lord richly, in a way that honours him and glorifies his name.  Milton put it 

this way as the thought about his blindness and how it made him feel 

useless.  He said, "They also serve, who only stand and wait."   

 Our lesson finishes this way: 

 Then Jesus said to the chief priests, the officers of the temple 
guard and the elders who had come for him, "Am I leading a 
rebellion, that you have come with swords and clubs?  Every day AI 
was with you in the temple courts, and you did not lay a hand on me.  
But this is your hour--when darkness reigns." 

"But this is your hour--when darkness reigns."  Now it may seem like a 

strange thing to say, but as foreboding as this verse seems to be, it should 

provide immense comfort for every believer.  Here is why.  It teaches us that 

the time during which evil seems to triumph is fixed and limited.  It is only 

an hour in which the darkness reigns.  Look: The hands of the wicked are 

bound until God allows them to work.  They cannot stir one minute before 

God allows them to and they cannot move one minute after God tells them 



to stop.  Think about Satan and Job.  Satan could not afflict him without 

God's permission.  He could not afflict him past what God allowed.  And he 

could not prevent Job's return to prosperity.  Think about Satan and Jesus.  

Satan could not take Christ before the appointed hour.  He could not hold 

Christ in death and the grave.  He could not prevent the resurrection.   

 Beloved, our enemies are given their hour, but no more.  The battle 

against the world, the flesh and the devil, though intense, will last no longer 

than God sees fit to allow.  And though the night may be dark, without moon 

or star, and thought it may seem to be long and enduring so as to have no 

end, nevertheless by God's unfailing grace the dawn will break and the glad 

morning will arise with healing in its wings.  In the meantime we walk by 

faith, not by sight, with patience, submission and quiet good cheer.  We store 

up treasures in heaven, knowing that in God's hands the burdens of the 

faithful become blessings and that the suffering of this present time is not 

worth comparing to the glory that is to come.  And we confess with the 

Apostle Paul that "the night is far spent and the day is at hand."  In Christ's 

name.  AMEN.   


