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In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit; AMEN. 

 It was early on the first Easter Sunday.  The women had set out for the 

graveyard in the dark.  By the time they got there the light was just 

beginning to dawn.  They had come to anoint the body of Jesus with spices 

and perfumes.  In this they demonstrated their love and devotion to him.  It 

was no light thing in those days and in that place for women to be walking 

through those dark streets before the morning had fully come.  In their going 

to the tomb, however, they also demonstrated their lack of faith.  They were, 

as the angel would say, searching for "the living among the dead," for they 

did not remember and take to heart the words that Jesus had spoken several 

times before: 

 The Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the 
elders, chief priests and teachers of the law, and he must be killed and 
on the third day be raised to life.  

When they got there the stone, though very large, had been rolled away.  The 

body was nowhere to be seen.  The strips of linen which wrapped the body 

were lying where the corpse had been.  Two angels gave the glad tidings.  

"He is not here; he has risen!"  And the women went back to tell the 

disciples what had happened, though they were not at first believed.   



 On Friday he body was safe in the tomb.  On Sunday morning his 

body was gone.  Who took it away?  Let's look at the possibilities.  Perhaps 

the enemies of Christ took his body away.  He had, after all, plenty of 

enemies.  Scribes, Pharisees, members of the Sanhedrin.  Perhaps they were 

adding one final insult and humiliation to the damage they had already done.  

No.  That doesn't make sense.  After Jesus' body disappeared the disciples 

began to proclaim the resurrection.  If the enemies of Christ wanted to shut 

down this new and fast growing group of believers, all they would have to 

do was produce the body they had stolen.  This is Paul, speaking about what 

it would mean if there were no resurrection: 

 If there is no resurrection of the dead, then not even Christ has 
been raised.  And if Christ has not been raised, our preaching is 
useless and so in your faith….And if Christ has not been raised, you 
faith is futile; you are still in your sins.  Then those also who have 
fallen asleep in Christ are lost.  If only for this life we have hope in 
Christ, we are to be pitied more than all men.   

 Perhaps it was the Romans that took the body of the Lord.  They had 

crucified him.  They were no friends to Jesus and his disciples.  But why 

would they do such a thing?  What was their motive?  They had none.  Quite 

the opposite.  The Romans put a premium on peace and good order.  They 

allowed people they had conquered a great deal of freedom as long as they 

didn't make waves.  With Jesus dead they believed things would calm down.  



That is why Pilate consented to his murder in the first place, even though he 

knew that Jesus was not guilty of any crime.  They firmly believed that with 

Jesus dead, buried and forgotten, things would get back to normal.  The 

disappearance of Christ's body was against what they perceived to be their 

best interests. 

 Well, if Jesus' enemies didn't take the body, perhaps his friends did.  

As it says in the Gospel of Matthew, the story that the disciples stole his 

body "has been widely circulated among the Jews to this very day."  Let's 

examine that claim to see if it makes any sense.  After the arrest of Jesus the 

disciples were frightened.  They ran away, deserting their Lord.  After his 

crucifixion, they were terrified.  They thought that they might suffer the 

same fate.  They hid behind locked doors.  They longed to go back home and 

pick up the pieces of their shattered lives.  Their hope in Christ and his 

kingdom was gone.  And so it simply doesn't make sense to suggest that this 

frightened band stole Christ's body and disposed of it elsewhere, made up a 

story about his rising from the dead, and then gave their lives to proclaim a 

message they knew all along was only a lie.  Now sometimes people do give 

their lives for a lie.  The suicide killers who strap dynamite to their bodies 

and blow people up in restaurants willing give their lives for a lie.  But here 

is the difference.  They think the lie is true.  They actually think they are 



serving God and doing his will, when they are simply the tools of Satan and 

followers of a false, man-made religion.   

 So who took the body away?  Nobody.  Nobody took the body away.  

The only possible explanation, the only one that makes any sense, is the 

angels' explanation.  "Why do you look for the living among the dead?  He is 

not here; he has risen!"  Jesus Christ really died.  He died as you and I 

understand dying.  His brain stopped functioning.  His heart stopped beating.  

His lungs stopped breathing.  His kidneys shut down.  His soul and his body 

separated.  And then, on the third day, he came back to life.  He rose from 

the dead.  His body and soul came together.  His brain started up.  His heart 

began to beat.  His lungs inhaled oxygen and exhaled carbon dioxide.  

Beloved, the physical resurrection of Jesus from the grave is an historical 

fact.  Our faith is founded upon a mighty fact that no skeptic has ever been 

able to overturn.  Eyewitnesses, who at first didn't believe that anyone could 

come back from the dead, testify to his rising.  The changed lives of the 

disciples--they had been timid, afraid, cowering--they became lion-hearted, 

bold and confident in the service of the risen Lord--testify to the truth of the 

resurrection.  In fact, the testimony of the disciples was more often than not 

bathed in intense suffering and sealed with their blood.  Of all the apostles, it 



seems that only John, the beloved disciple, died of old age.  And when he 

died he was a prisoner on an island penal colony.   

 There are witnesses to the resurrection today.  People here in this 

sanctuary have met the risen Lord.  Oh, they had thought that he had died.  

They gave him no mind, no mind at all.  But he came to them by his Word 

and Spirit.  He convicted them of their sins and caused a godly fear and 

sorrow to grow in their hearts.  He showed them the way of forgiveness 

through the cross at Calvary.  He brought them through saving faith to 

repentance, peace with God and everlasting life.  Now usually I am a pretty 

calm sort of fellow, but sometimes I just want to shout out, "Do I have a 

witness?"   

 Jesus rose physically, bodily, from the grave.  Let me draw out for you 

the comforting lessons of this historical reality for all who believe.  First, 

because of the resurrection believers know that their sins are forgiven.  How 

do we know that?  Look: if the Father had not been satisfied with the atoning 

sacrifice offered by his Son for our sins, he would not have raised Jesus from 

the dead.  The resurrection is a vindication of Christ and all that he did.  

Jesus summarized his ministry when he preached at the synagogue in 



Nazareth.  He quoted Isaiah and said that the words of the prophet were 

words written about him: 

 The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to 
preach good news to the poor.  He has sent me to proclaim freedom 
for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to release the 
oppressed, to proclaim the year of the Lord's favour.   

He preached.  He healed.  He delivered.  In all things he obeyed the Law 

perfectly.  He fulfilled its demands by loving his heavenly Father perfectly 

and by loving his neighbour as himself.  And when he had fulfilled all 

righteousness he went to the cross and there took upon himself all of the sins 

of all of his people.  In II Corinthians 5 Paul explains it this way: 

 God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him 
we might become the righteousness of God. 

On the cross a double transfer took place.  All our sins were laid on Jesus.  

They were made his.  They were made his so fully that Paul was able to say 

that the sinless Son of God "became sin."  That's the first part of the transfer.  

There is more.  The righteousness of Christ--all his obedience, all his 

holiness, all his goodness--was imputed to us, so that while Christ became 

sin, we became "the righteousness of God."  He was hurt so that we might be 

healed.  He was cursed so that we might be blessed.  He was defiled so that 

we might be cleansed.  He was killed so that we might live.  And on all of 

this God placed his stamp of approval when he raised Jesus up from the dead 

and brought him to life again on that first Easter Sunday. 



 First, the resurrection testifies that Christ's sacrifice has been accepted 

and so our sins are forgiven.  Second, because Christ rose we know that we 

have a Saviour who ever lives to intercede for us, to watch over us, to 

protect us and to govern us by his Word and Spirit.  Think of it this way.  

The Lord Jesus rose bodily.  The same witnesses who saw him rise saw him 

ascend into heaven.  And from heaven, where he sits at the right hand of the 

Father, the hand of authority and power, he does a number of things.  First, 

he intercedes on behalf of his children through prayer.  He brings us before 

the Father's throne and pleads for us.  Can you imagine that the Father will 

not grant what his Son requests?  Can you imagine that Jesus will not ask 

what is for our very best, what will bring the greatest blessing and reward?   

 Now you might say to me, "But Ken, what I have been receiving 

lately doesn't seem like much of a blessing to me.  It has hurt.  I have been 

sick.  I have been injured.  I have lost a loved one.  I have had a relationship 

break down.  How can you call these blessings?"  Beloved, terrible things do 

happen.  Hurtful, awful things.  But in the hands of God, even these are 

turned to the blessing of his children.  The worst thing that ever happened--

the crucifixion of a pure and righteous man, the only man ever who had no 



sin--was turned in the hand of God into the greatest blessing the world had 

ever known.   

 Beloved, we cannot measure God's blessings by the feelings of the 

moment.  The firm hand of a godly father chastises; the soothing hand of the 

pedophile caresses.  It says this in the Letter to the Hebrews: 

 God disciplines us for our good, that we may share in his 
holiness.  No discipline seems pleasant at the time, but painful.  Later 
on, however, it produces a harvest of righteousness and peace for 
those who have been trained by it. 

There is a harvest of righteousness and peace around the corner.  And we 

know it is secure, for the Risen One who intercedes for us in heaven watches 

over us to guard us.  He sends his Holy Spirit to live in us, to work a spirit of 

repentance, humility and obedience in us.  By that Spirit's power the truth of 

Scripture is opened up to us.  Our minds are illumined that we might 

understand its promises and threatenings.  Our hearts are softened that we 

might receive them with godly fear and reverence.  And by that Spirit, 

through the Word of God, we are being changed, bit by bit, day by day, more 

and more into the likeness of Christ himself.  We are being sanctified--set 

apart for the things of God.  Now we will not achieve full sanctification in 

this life.  In fact, while we walk the earth we make but small steps of 

obedience.  But those steps while small are real.  And we have the promise 



of Christ that he will preserve us as we walk the narrow path on our way to 

our heavenly home.  He will not let anyone snatch us from his hand.  He will 

remain faithful to us even if we stumble and fall into sin.  He will grant us a 

spirit of repentance.  He will cause us to hate our sin.  He will move us to 

seek forgiveness through confession and recommitment.  He will grant us 

restoration and a fresh start.  And he will see to it that we will make it all the 

way home.   

 Because Christ is risen, we know our sins are forgiven.  Because 

Christ is risen, we know we have a Savior who from his throne in heaven 

intercedes, protects and preserves us on the narrow path of holiness and life.  

And because Christ is risen, we know that one day we too will live in glory.  

There is an eternal glory for all those who are united to the Lord through 

faith.  Paul describes it this way in I Thessalonians: 

 For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud 
command, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of 
God, and the dead in Christ will rise first.  After that, we who are still 
alive and are left will be caught up together with them in the clouds to 
meet the Lord in the air.  And so we will be with the Lord forever.   

"And so we will be with the Lord forever."  Because there is glory for the 

Lord there will be glory for his people.  Because Jesus rose to everlasting 

life, we shall rise to everlasting life with him.   



 Let me make a few points about the life everlasting.  Everlasting life 

is not merely a question of longevity.  There is a Greek myth about a man 

who tricked one of the gods.  He took advantage and managed to extort one 

wish from one of the gods.  He said, "I want to live forever."  The wish was 

granted.  Unfortunately for the man he did not say, "I want to be forever 

young, forever healthy and strong," and so as the years passed the man got 

older and older, more and more broken down,  more and more decrepit, 

more and more miserable.  After a few centuries he longed to die but he 

could not.  Everlasting life is more than simply living a very long, long time.   

 Everlasting life is not mere existence, then.  Everlasting life is life that 

is restored perfectly, as perfectly as when we were first created, before sin 

came into the world.  In fact, it is even more glorious than that, for while it 

was possible for Adam and Eve to fall from their perfection into sin, in the 

life to come such a fall will be impossible.  We will no longer be able to sin, 

for God will not permit it.  Beloved, the eternal life that is to come is life 

lived with perfect wisdom, prefect righteousness and perfect happiness, with 

the true knowledge and love of God alive in our hearts.  Everlasting life is 

the Holy Spirit living in our hearts eternally.  Everlasting life is the Christian 

conformed perfectly to the image of Christ.  Eternal life is God alive in us 

and our living completely to God.  And it is only possible because on that 



Easter Sunday so many years ago Jesus rose again from the dead, the 

conqueror of sin and death and the grave.   

 That leaves us with just one last question.  Do you have everlasting 

life?  It is a Christian duty to gain assurance of this blessing.  You need to 

believe not only in eternal life as a principle, but that, because of the 

resurrection of Jesus Christ, eternal life now belongs to you.  You must 

believe that and hold fast to it.  Let me help you with that by mentioning 

some of the promises that God himself gives in the Scriptures.  It starts as it 

always does with grace: 

 For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith--and this 
not from yourselves, it is the gift of God--not by works, so that no one 
can boast (Ephesians 2:8, 9).   

Standing on this grace we cannot be lost.  Listen and let these words nestle 

in your hearts: 

My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me.  I give 
them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one can snatch them 
out of my hand (John 10:28).   

...God's gifts and his call are irrevocable (Romans 11:29). 

...he who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion 
until the day of Christ Jesus (Philippians 1:6). 

...I am not ashamed, because I know whom I have believed, and am 
convinced that he is able to guard what I have entrusted to him for that 
day (II Timothy 1:12). 



God grant us such grace that we might know eternal life now and, on the last 

day, with body and soul reunited, might serve him joyfully, giving him alone 

the honour and glory and praise.  In Christ's name.  AMEN.  

  

  


