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In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit; AMEN. 

 In our lesson today we find ourselves in the afternoon of the first 

Easter Sunday traveling out of Jerusalem to Emmaus, a small town situated 

some seven miles from the city.  So far, this is what has happened.  Early 

that morning a group of women went to the tomb of Joseph of Arimathea, 

where the Lord was buried.  They wanted to perform one last service for 

their Master and anoint his corpse with perfumes and ointments.  When they 

got to the graveyard they found the stone which had covered the mouth of 

the tomb rolled away, even though it was very large.  The tomb was empty.  

And then two men in dazzling white robes--two angels--appeared to them 

with the message that Jesus had risen as he had said he would.  The women 

ran back to report the good news to the disciples, but the disciples thought 

they were talking nonsense.  In spite of that fact, Peter got up and ran to the 

tomb.  There he found things just as the women had said.  He couldn't quite 

grasp, however, what it all meant. 

 When we come to our lesson today, the focus shifts.  We find 

ourselves on the road to Emmaus with two disciples.  They too had heard the 

report of the women.  They too had heard Peter's confirmation that things 

were as the women had said.  And they too didn't know what to make of it 



all.  And so, as they walked along, they spoke of all these things one to 

another.  And then something extraordinary happened, though at the time 

they didn't appreciate just how extraordinary it was.  Let's turn to the lesson: 

 Now that same day two of them were going to a village called 
Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem.  They were talking with 
each other about everything that had happened.  As they talked and 
discussed these things with each other, Jesus himself came up and 
walked along with them; but they were kept from recognizing him.   
 He asked them, "What are you discussing together as you walk 
along?" 

 Jesus draws near and enters into a conversation with them.  Let me 

make two points about this.  First, how is it that he was unrecognized?  We 

don't know.  It might have been the restraining hand of God upon them that 

prevented it.  It might have been that he was in a different form.  We don't 

know for sure, because it doesn't say.  Much more interesting, in any event, 

is the question "Why?"  Why was it that these disciples were kept from 

recognizing him?  I think this is the answer: Jesus wanted to reveal himself 

to these disciples in the pages of the Scriptures, so that their faith might be 

grounded upon the Word of God, rather than simply upon personal 

experience.  You can think of it this way.  Just because Jesus is not likely to 

manifest himself to you in bodily form and engage in a long conversation 

with you and sit down at your kitchen table and eat supper, does not mean 

that he doesn't draw near to you and speak to you.  It doesn't mean that he 



doesn't know you or listen to you or care for you.  The Bible is God's own 

word.  It tells us who Jesus is.  It tells us what he has threatened and what he 

has promised.  It tells us of his grace and of our duty.  In the Bible Jesus has 

drawn near to us.  In the Bible Jesus engages in a conversation with us.  In 

the Bible Jesus speaks a word of faith, hope, love and salvation.  In the Bible 

Jesus tells us everything we need to know in order to be saved.  It is a 

revelation that is full, complete and sufficient unto salvation.  And more, 

after its saving power is poured out, it supplies everything needed for our 

sanctification and our growing in grace and maturity as Christians.  This is 

Paul writing to Timothy: 

 All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, 
rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so hat the man of 
God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work. 

All of this is to say that it is in the Bible that Jesus meets us. 

 The second point I want to make is this.  Jesus comes alongside these 

disciples even though their faith is weak and at the point of extinction, even 

though on this first Easter Sunday their faces are downcast, their hearts are 

sad and their minds are confused.  Beloved, the love of Christ does not recoil 

at his people's lack of faith.  It does not make him turn away from them in 

disgust.  Quite the opposite.  It moves him to stoop low to help.   The Letter 

to the Hebrews explains it this way: "For we do not have a high priest who is 



unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been 

tempted in every way, just as we are--yet was without sin.  Let us then 

approach the throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy 

and find grace to help us in our time of need." 

 Grace to help in time of need.  Those two disciples, Cleopas and the 

other one unnamed, needed it.  Listen to their disappointment, confusion and 

heartache. 

 "About Jesus of Nazareth," they replied.  "He was a prophet 
powerful in word and deed before God and all the people.  The chief 
priests and our rulers handed him over to be sentenced to death, and 
they crucified him; but we had hoped that he was the one who was 
going to redeem Israel.  And what is more, it is the third day since all 
this took place.  In addition, some of our women amazed us.  They 
went to the tomb early this morning but didn’t find his body.  They 
came and told us that they had seen a vision of angels, who said he 
was alive.  Then some of our companions went to the tomb and found 
it just as the women had said, but him they did not see." 

Let me try to capture their bewilderment.  The disciples had hoped that Jesus 

would be their deliverer, but they were not thinking of a deliverer who 

would come to save them from their sins by suffering and dying in their 

place.  They were thinking of Jesus as a temporal, worldly deliverer.  Their 

hope in him had been shattered by the crucifixion--or, at least, almost 

shattered.  You see, they still had some hope.  They said, "What is more, it is 

the third day since all this took place."  They are saying, in effect, "We had a 



faint hope that God would intervene somehow.  He didn't on the first day.  

He didn't on the second day.  It's now the third day and still nothing.  It's 

time for us to go home.  Or maybe not.  Some women amazed us.  They had 

a message of angels and resurrections, but we don't know what to make of it.  

It seems like a fairytale.  Yes, we are going home." 

 It was then that Jesus opened the Scriptures to them, explaining that 

the whole of their Bible, what we call the Old Testament, is about him.  The 

story of Jesus does not begin in Matthew 1:1; it begins in Genesis 1:1. 

 He said to them, "How foolish you are, and how slow of heart 
to believe all that the prophets have spoken!  Did not the Christ have 
to suffer these things and then enter his glory?"  And beginning with 
Moses and all the Prophets, he explained to them what was said in all 
the Scriptures concerning himself. 

The Old Testament is a witness to Jesus Christ.  It is full of promises and 

pictures pointing to the Lord.  Let me point out a few. 

 In Genesis 3:15 this is what God says to Satan.  "I will put enmity 

between you and the man and between your offspring and hers; he will crush 

your head, and you will strike his heel."  This is a promise that there will be 

one born of woman who will crush the head of Satan, even though he will be 

struck in so doing.  It is the earliest picture we have in the Bible that tells us 

that to destroy Satan the Deliverer must suffer.  A few verses later we find 



that God makes clothes of animal skin to cover the nakedness of Adam and 

Eve because the clothes of leaves they had made for themselves weren't 

good enough to do the job.  This tells us that they were powerless to 

adequately cover their sin and shame and if they were to be rescued from 

their plight it would be necessary both for somebody to cover their sin for 

them and for blood to be shed.  Again, it is a picture of Jesus' atoning, 

substitutionary sacrifice. 

 Move to Genesis 22.  In that chapter we find the story of Abraham and 

Isaac and their trip to Mount Moriah.  God had told Abraham to take his son, 

his only son, Isaac, whom he loved, and sacrifice him as a burnt offering.  

Abraham obeyed.  He took his son on the journey to the mountain.  He built 

an altar.  He arranged the wood.  He bound his son, took out a knife and was 

about to strike.  At that point a voice from heaven called out and Abraham's 

hand was stayed.   

 Abraham looked up and there in a thicket he saw a ram caught 
by its horns.  He went over and took the ram and sacrificed it as a 
burnt offering instead of his son.  So Abraham called that place The 
Lord Will Provide.  And to this day it is said, "On the mountain of the 
Lord it will be provided."   

Notice this.  Abraham looked up, saw the ram, sacrificed it and called the 

place "The Lord Will Provide."  He didn't call it "The Lord Has Provided."  

He called it that because he knew the true provision of God wasn't the ram.  



He knew the blood of bulls and goats and rams couldn't cover the sins of 

men.  He knew that the sacrifice of the ram that day pointed to a greater 

sacrifice that would take place in the future, that God would provide a 

substitute who could really take away the sin of the world.  The tabernacle in 

the wilderness, the Temple in Jerusalem, the elaborate provisions for 

sacrifices and offerings all point to the substitutionary, atoning death of Jesus 

Christ.   

 But there is more.  There are picture of Jesus found in the pages of the 

Old Testament.  Let me give you a few examples.  Moses had brought his 

people from slavery in Egypt through the Red Sea into the wilderness.  Their 

troubles didn't stop when the armies of Pharaoh were drowned.  In many 

ways they had just begun.  On their way to Mount Sinai, where they would 

receive the Law, they ran out of water.  It was a desperate situation.  God 

gave these instructions to Moses.  "Walk on ahead of the people.  Take with 

you some of the elders of Israel and take in your hand the staff with which 

you struck the Nile, and go.  I will stand there before you by the rock at 

Horeb.  Strike the rock, and water will come out of it for the people to 

drink."  Moses did as he was commanded.  He struck the rock and water 

came forth.  That, beloved, is a picture of Jesus.  He was struck.  He was 

wounded for our transgressions.  And from him flows living water.  And as 



he has promised, if you drink of this water through faith you will never thirst 

again.  

 Let's stay in the desert.  Not only were the people of Israel thirsty, they 

were hungry too.  Starving.  God provided for his people.  Every day the 

desert floor was covered with manna.  It was white and tasted like "wafers 

made with honey."  It sustained them.  But as miraculous as the manna was, 

there is another bread that is better still, the bread of heaven.  Listen to Jesus: 

 I am the bread of life.  Your forefathers ate the manna in the 
desert, yet they died.  But here is the bread that comes down from 
heaven, which a man may eat and not die.  I am the living bread that 
came down from heaven.   If anyone eats of this bread, he will live 
forever. 

 Here is one more desert picture of Christ.  It is found in Numbers 21.  

The people are rebelling against the leadership of Moses.  They grumble 

against him and, what is much worse, against God.  In judgement against 

them, God sent venomous snakes into the camp.  Many were bitten and 

many died.  The people confessed their sin.  They asked Moses to intercede 

on their behalf with God.  He did.  This is what happened.  God said, 

 "Make a snake and put it up on a pole; anyone who is bitten can 
look at it and live."  So Moses made a bronze snake and put it on a 
pole.  Then when anyone was bitten by a snake and looked at the 
bronze snake, he lived. 



That is a picture of Jesus.  Now you might say, "Wait a minute.  A snake 

represents sin.  It represents wickedness.  How is that a picture of Jesus?"  

Paul has an answer for you in II Corinthians 5.  "God made him who had no 

sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of 

God."   

 There is so much more that could be said.  The Old Testament teaches 

that Jesus is the Prophet, the Shepherd, the Son of Man, the Ruler in Israel, 

the suffering Servant, the Branch, the Wonderful Counselor, the Mighty 

God, the Everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace.  He is Immanuel--God with 

us.  And when we get to the New Testament, the New Testament confirms 

the witness of the Old.  Our Lord and his apostles all taught that the 

Scriptures, the Old Testament, bear witness to Jesus of Nazareth.  Jesus, 

Paul, Philip, Peter--all of them have the same message.  The Old Testament 

is about Christ. 

 In John 5 Jesus is speaking with his opponents.  They are seeking to 

kill him because they thought he was a Sabbath breaker and a blasphemer.  

This is what he said to them. 

 You diligently study the Scriptures because you think that by 
them you posses eternal life.  These are the Scriptures that testify 
about me, yet you refuse to come to me to have life. 



The Bible is about me, Jesus says.   

 In the Book of Acts, in the 26th chapter, we find Paul preaching 

before King Agrippa.  He told the king about his meeting with Jesus on the 

road to Damascus and then he said this: 

 So then, King Agrippa, I was not disobedient to the vision from 
heaven.  First to those in Damascus, then to those in Jerusalem and in 
all Judea, and to the Gentiles also, I preached that they should repent 
and turn to God and prove their repentance by their deeds.  That is 
why the Jews seized me in the temple courts and tried to kill me.  But 
I have had God's help to this very day, and so I stand here and testify 
to small and great alike.  I am saying nothing beyond what the 
prophets and Moses said would happen--that the Christ would suffer 
and, as the first to rise from the dead, would proclaim light to his own 
people and to the Gentiles. 

 Philip was one of the first deacons of the church in Jerusalem.  When 

persecution came, God prompted him to go south.  On the road south the 

deacon became an evangelist when he met an Ethiopian eunuch.  The 

Ethiopian was reading Isaiah 53.   

 He was led like a ship to the slaughter, and as a lamb before the 
shearer is silent, so he did not open his mouth.  In his humiliation he 
was deprived of justice.  Who can speak of his descendants?  For his 
life was taken from the earth. 
 The eunuch asked Philip, "Tell me please, who is the prophet 
talking about, himself of someone else?"  Then Philip began with that 
very passage of Scripture and told him the good news about Jesus. 



 Cornelius was a God-fearing man of integrity who was respected in 

the community.  An angel had come to him, telling him to invite Peter to his 

house.  In the meantime the Holy Spirit had come to Peter, telling him to 

accept the invitation.  When he met Cornelius, he gave him to good news: 

 We are witnesses of everything he did in the country of the 
Jews and in Jerusalem.  They killed him by hanging him on a tree, but 
God raised him from the dead on the third day and caused him to be 
seen.  He was not seen by all the people, but by witnesses whom God 
had already chosen-- by us who ate and drank with him after he rose 
from the dead.  He commanded us to preach to the people and to 
testify that he is the one whom God appointed as judge of the living 
and the dead.  All the prophets testify about him that everyone who 
believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.   

 There is a wonderful verse found in the first chapter of II Corinthians.  

Paul writes, "For no matter how many promises God has made, they are 

"Yes" in Christ."  The promises of God Paul is referring to are the promises 

found in the Old Testament.  Their fulfillment--their answer is found in 

Jesus.  And the answer is not "Maybe."  It is not "No."  It is ""Yes."  Is there 

a heart of flesh for me that will replace this heart of stone?  Yes there is, in 

Christ, for God has promised, "I will give them an undivided heart and put a 

new spirit in them; I will remove from them their heart of stone and give 

them a heart of flesh."  Is there cleansing for my sins?  Yes there is, in Christ, 

for God has promised.  "Let the wicked forsake his way and the evil man his 



thoughts.  Let him torn to the Lord, and he will have mercy on him, and to 

our God, for he will freely pardon."  But is that cleansing deep enough for 

what I have done, for I have sinned repeatedly against God and man?  Yes it 

is, in Christ, for God has promised.  "Though your sins are like scarlet, they 

shall be as white as snow; though they are red as crimson, they shall be like 

wool."  Is new and everlasting life possible?  Yes it is, in Christ, for God has 

promised.  "For I take no pleasure in the death of anyone, declares the 

Sovereign Lord.  Repent and live."   

 Beloved, repent and live, making all of the promises of God your own 

through faith to the glory and praise of his holy name.  In Christ's name.  

AMEN.     


