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In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit; AMEN. 

 In our lesson this morning we find ourselves in Jerusalem in an upper 

room.  It is the evening of the first Easter Sunday.  And what a day it has 

been.  It started early in the morning with a group of women going out to the 

tomb where our Lord was buried.  They wanted to anoint his body.  When 

they arrived the stone had been rolled away.  The body of Jesus was not 

there.  And two angels appeared to them with the message that they were 

looking for the living among the dead, for the Lord had risen just as he had 

said.  Later that same day, in the afternoon, two disciples made their way 

back home from Jerusalem to Emmaus.  As they spoke of all the things that 

had happened, from the crucifixion to the empty tomb to the message of the 

women and the confirming witness of Peter, the Lord himself drew near to 

them, though they were kept from recognizing him.  He explained that the 

Old Testament bore witness to Jesus of Nazareth.  Their hearts burned within 

them as he spoke.  And as they sat down for supper in the early evening, 

Jesus sat down with them and broke bread.  When he did, the veil was lifted 

from their eyes and they recognized the Lord.  They ran back to Jerusalem to 

tell the other disciples what had happened.  When they got there they found 

the room abuzz, for Peter too had seen the risen Lord.  Let's turn to the 

lesson: 



 While they were still talking about this, Jesus himself stood 
among them and said to them, "Peace be with you." 

 Peace be with you.  Now when Jesus says "peace" to his disciples, he 

is not using an old fashioned way of saying "hello."  It is much more than 

that.  When Jesus says "peace" his is saying that through his passion and 

suffering, through the cross and the tomb, the great battle against sin, death 

and the grave has been fought and won.  He is saying that the victory over 

the prince of the world has been accomplished: though he himself was 

bruised, the head of the serpent has been crushed.  He is saying that the 

estrangement between God and man that resulted when man plunged himself 

into sin and disobedience has been overcome and that because of his work at 

Calvary men can now approach the throne of grace with confidence and find 

mercy and grace to help in time of need.  When Jesus was born the angelic 

host praised God and brought glad tidings of great joy: "Glory to God in the 

highest, and on earth peace."  Now, as his earthly ministry is drawing to a 

close, this early promise of peace is confirmed.  An atonement for sin 

acceptable to the Father has been rendered by the Son.   

 And note this too.  Jesus speaks peace to disciples who but three days 

earlier had forsaken him and fled at his moment of deepest need.  They had 



broken their promises.  They had forgotten their protestations that they were 

ready to die with him.  They had been scattered.  One even denied him three 

times.  And yet Jesus does not offer a word of rebuke.  He has no sharp 

criticisms to give.  Instead he offers them peace.  Beloved, our Lord delights 

in mercy.  He is more willing to forgive you than you are to be forgiven.  He 

stands ready to make even the most scarlet of sins white as snow.  He takes 

his people's sins and blots them out.  He casts them behind his back.  He 

buries them in the depths of the sea.  He remembers them no more.  Do you 

think that you have sins that Jesus is not strong enough to cleanse?  Do you 

think he lacks the merit to cover you?  Do you imagine he might say to you, 

"Sorry, but I have run out of grace; I have used it all up?"  No.  In the 

pierced hands of Jesus is mercy enough to spare any who would come to 

him longing to be washed and made clean.   

 And note his condescension.  This is not a Saviour who is aloof.  

When he came to them that evening they were "startled and frightened, 

thinking they saw a ghost."  He told them to touch him, that their fears might 

be allayed.  Now remember, we are speaking here of the Lord of the 

Universe.  We are speaking to the one who is given all authority in heaven 

and on earth.  And what does he say to the disciples? 



 Why are you troubled, and why do doubts rise in your minds?  
Look at my hands and my feet.  It is I myself.  Touch me and see; a 
ghost does not have flesh and bones, as you see I have. 

He shows them his hands and his feet, for they bear the scars of his saving 

work.  He invites them to touch him, that they might be satisfied that he is 

physical, real and solid.  He invites them to touch him so that they might 

believe their eyes.  What a wonderful level of intimacy Jesus invites.  He 

stoops low to save.  It makes me think of the word of God given through the 

Prophet Isaiah: "I live in a high and holy place, but also with him who is 

contrite and lowly in spirit."   

 The disciples, the Bible says, "did not believe it because of joy and 

amazement."  I was speaking to Joe this past week.  He has been extended a 

promise of a call by our Winnipeg congregation.  After his Classis exams in 

June he will be ordained.  He said to me, "I can't believe it."  Now of course 

he does believe it.  He is going back to Winnipeg tomorrow and will be 

given the details of the call.  But when he said, "I don't believe it," he meant, 

"It has been a long journey.  There were times I didn't know if I would get 

through it.  It is amazing to me that things have, in God's providence, 

worked out as they have.  The blessing is rich; I can hardly take it in."  It 

means something like that here in our lesson.  The disciples are 



overwhelmed by what has happened and by who has appeared physically to 

them.   

 In any event, after further reassuring them of his reality by having a 

bit of late supper, Jesus gave them this teaching: 

 This is what I told you while I was still with you: Everything 
must be fulfilled that is written about me in the Law of Moses, the 
Prophets and the Psalms.   
 Then he opened their minds so they could understand the 
Scriptures.  He told them, "This is what is written: The Christ will 
suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, and repentance and 
forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all nations, 
beginning at Jerusalem." 

The Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms are the three major 

divisions of the Old Testament.  Jesus is saying two things here.  He is 

saying first that the Law, the Prophets and the Psalms are all three about him.  

He is to be found everywhere in the pages of the Old Testament.  And 

second he is saying that the promise of the Bible, the promise of new life 

through repentance and forgiveness of sins, is a promise meant not only for 

the Jews, but for the whole world.  Let's explore that.  Let's find the gospel 

of Christ in the Law of Moses--the first five books of the Bible--in the 

prophets and in the psalms.  And after that we will find that the promise is 

given to the whole world, to Jew and Gentile alike, in the Law of Moses--the 

first five books of the Bible--in the prophets and in the psalms.    



 Where in the Law--in the Torah--do we find Jesus?  Well, we find 

Jesus in Exodus 24.  Let me set the scene.  Moses has led his people from 

Egypt, the house of bondage, through the Red Sea into the freedom of the 

wilderness.  They have made their way to Mount Sinai, where God has given 

them the Ten Commandments.  After giving them the Ten Commandments, 

God gives them, through Moses, the Book of the Covenant.  The Book of the 

Covenant or the Covenant Code as it is also called is a series of laws or case 

studies that illustrate how the Ten Commandments are to be applied in the 

Israelite society of the day.  Topics covered include worship, slave 

ownership, murder, theft, court regulations and so on.   

 After giving Moses the code there is a ceremony to confirm it.  This is 

what happened: 

 He [Moses] got up early the next morning and built an altar at 
the foot of the mountain and set up twelve stone pillars representing 
the twelve tribes of Israel.  Then he sent young Israelite men, and they 
offered burnt offerings and sacrificed young bulls as fellowship 
offerings to the Lord.  Moses took half of the blood and put it in bowls 
and the other half he sprinkled on the altar.  Then he took the Book of 
the Covenant and read it to the people.  They responded, "We will do 
everything the Lord has said; we will obey." 
 Moses then took the blood, sprinkled it on the people, and said, 
"This is the blood of the covenant that the Lord has made with you in 
accordance with all these words." 



This is a picture of Jesus.  God gave the law.  He knew it would be broken.  

So he also furnished the means by which his people could find atonement, 

cleansing and forgiveness.  There would be blood sprinkled on an altar to 

pay the price of sin and satisfy his justice.  There would be blood sprinkled 

upon the people to apply the cleansing grace of God to their hearts.  We 

know, because the Bible tells us, that it is "impossible for the blood of bulls 

and goats to take away sins."  So what was God doing?  He was making a 

promise to his people.  Someone would come to them whose shed blood 

could atone for sins.  He would give up his life, appeasing the wrath of God.  

His sacrifice would then be applied to his people.  They would be sprinkled 

with his cleansing blood.  Beloved, through the gift of faith the Holy Spirit 

sprinkles the blood of Christ upon his people.  They believe, receive his 

promise and are washed and made acceptable to the Father.  The Law speaks 

of Jesus, in the Covenant ratification, in the Passover lamb, in the tabernacle 

and temple and in the oceans of blood that were shed year after year by 

priest after priest.  It all points to the One High Priest who was himself Priest 

and Sacrifice and whose blood, once shed, availed once and for all. 

 Jesus is found in the Law.  He is found in the Prophets too.  You all 

know Isaiah 53.  It is a picture of the crucifixion of Jesus hundreds of years 

before crucifixion was invented.  Its details are precise and exact, down to 



the fact that the Messiah would be killed with thieves yet buried in a rich 

man's tomb.  But while that is perhaps the most familiar example of Christ in 

the Prophets, there are many more.  The Prophets teach that Jesus is the 

Shepherd, the Son of Man, the Ruler in Israel, the suffering Servant, the 

Branch, the Wonderful Counselor, the Mighty God, the Everlasting Father, 

the Prince of Peace.  He is Immanuel--God with us.   

 In the Book of Hosea God paints a devastating picture of Israel; Israel 

is an unfaithful wife, a wife of harlotry.  This is what it says in the opening 

verses of chapter 6: 

 Come, let us return to the Lord.  He has torn us to pieces but he 
will heal us; he has injured us, but he will bind up our wounds.  After 
two days he will revive us; on the third day he will restore us that we 
may live in his presence.   

    
His people have sinned, but it is Christ who bears the punishment of God on 

their behalf.  He suffers the mortal judgement in our place.  But on the third 

day restoration comes, and through that restoration all God's people will be 

able to stand in his presence and live.  The prophet Hosea points us to Jesus, 

the Saviour. 

 The Law, the Prophets and the Psalms all speak of Jesus.  Psalm 16 is 

a psalm of David.  Here are its closing verses: 

I have set the Lord always before me. 
Because he is at my right hand, I will not be shaken. 



Therefore my heart is glad and my tongue rejoices; 
My body also will rest secure, 

Because you will not abandon me to the grave 
Nor will you let your Holy One see decay. 

You have made known to me the path of life; 
You will fill me with joy in your presence, 
With eternal pleasures at your right hand. 

Now, who is David speaking of when he says "you will not abandon me to 

the grave?"  Is he speaking of himself?  No his isn't.  How do I know that?  

Because the Apostle Peter said so in his Pentecost sermon.  Peter quotes this 

psalm and then he says, 

Brothers, I can tell you confidently that the patriarch David died and 
was buried, and his tomb is here to this day.  But he was a prophet and 
knew that God had promised him on oath that he would place one of 
his descendants on his throne.  Seeing what was ahead, he spoke of 
the resurrection of Christ, that he was not abandoned to the grave, nor 
did his body see decay.  God has raised this Jesus to life, and we are 
all witnesses to this fact. 

 After Jesus opened the Scriptures to the disciples, showing them that 

all the Scriptures were, in fact, about him, he went on to show them how it 

was that the message of the Scriptures--the gospel message of Jesus Christ, 

of repentance and forgiveness of sins--was to be preached to the entire 

world.  This truth is also found on the pages of the Law, the Prophets and the 

Psalms.  All portions of the Bible proclaim this truth.  We only have time for 



a few examples.  Let's start with the Law and Genesis 12 where we find God 

calling Abraham, back when he was called Abram: 

 The Lord had said to Abram, "leave our country, your people 
and your father's household and go to the land I will show you.  I will 
make you into a great nation and I will bless you; I will make your 
name great, and you will be a blessing.  I will bless those who bless 
you, and whoever curses you I will curse; and all peoples on earth will 
be blessed through you.   

It is through Israel that all the nations of the world will be blessed, people of 

every nation, tribe and tongue.   

 Listen to this wonderful passage from Isaiah 49.  It explains why 

salvation will pour forth from Israel to the rest of the world.  God is 

speaking to the Messiah whom he will send to save: 

 It is too small a thing for you to be my servant to restore the 
tribes of Jacob and bring back those of Israel I have kept.  I will also 
make you al light for the Gentiles, that you may bring my salvation to 
the ends of the earth.   

 The Psalms tell forth the same message of God's grace passing 

through Israel to the nations.  Let me read a few verses from Psalms 96 

through 100.  They all bear witness to the theme of repentance and 

forgiveness of sins being preached to the whole world. 

Sing to the Lord a new song; sing to the Lord all the earth. 
Sing to the Lord, praise his name; 

Proclaim his salvation day after day. 



Declare his glory among the nations, 
His marvelous deeds among all peoples. 

The Lord reigns, let the earth be glad; let the distant shores rejoice… 
The heavens proclaim his righteousness, 

And all the peoples see his glory. 

Sing to the Lord a new song, for he has done marvelous things; 
His right hand and his holy arm 
Have worked salvation for him. 

The Lord has made his salvation known 
And revealed his righteousness to the nations. 

He has remembered his love and his faithfulness 
to the house of Israel 

All the ends of the earth have seen 
The salvation of our God. 

The Lord reigns, let the nations tremble; 
He sits enthroned between the cherubim, 

Let the earth shake. 
Great is the Lord in Zion; 

He is exalted over all the nations. 
Let them praise you great and awesome name-- 

He is holy. 

Listen to this invitation to worship: 

Make a joyful noise unto the Lord, all ye lands. 
Serve the Lord with gladness; 

Come before his presence with singing. 
Know ye that the Lord he is God: 

It is he that hath made us and not we ourselves; 
We are his people and the sheep of his pasture. 

 Let me make one more point.  Jesus says that repentance and 

forgiveness of sins is to be preached in his name to all nations, beginning at 

Jerusalem.  Beginning at Jerusalem.  Jerusalem was the wickedest city of the 

day.  Jesus wept over the city, for it was the place where prophets were 



stoned to death and preachers of repentance were killed.  It was a city of 

pride, greed, self-righteousness, spiritual blindness and hardness of heart.  

The temple of God had been turned into a den of thieves.  The Lord of glory 

was tried and convicted and then taken outside her gates to be crucified.  

And yet the risen Jesus commands the message of reconciliation and new 

life be preached first in the city where he was lately condemned.  Begin at 

Jerusalem.   

 Beloved in the Lord, do you see what this means?  It means that Christ 

can forgive the chief of sinners.  It means that he can heal the incurable 

patient.  It means that what is impossible with men is possible with God.  

There is hope in Christ.  There is cleansing in Christ.  There is reconciliation 

in Christ. There is new and eternal life in Christ.  There is rest when you are 

bone weary and food for hungry your soul.  "Even for me?" you might ask.  

Yes.  Even for you.  Especially for you, for your God delights to save and the 

deeper the stain, the greater his glory when he washes you whiter than snow.  

In Christ's name.  AMEN.   


