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In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit; AMEN. 

 In our lesson tonight the section of Exodus dealing with the plagues 

upon Egypt begins.  It runs from the 7th to the 11th chapter.  Tonight we are 

going to take an overview of these plagues.  We are going to take a look at 

what they were, what they were designed to do and what they taught about 

the nature and the power of God Almighty.   

 There were ten plagues in all.  First, as we read in our lesson tonight, 

the water of the Nile River changed to blood.  Second, frogs covered the 

land of the Egyptians and invaded their homes.  Third, lice were made to 

attack the bodies of the Egyptians.  Fourth, swarms of flies invaded the 

houses of the Egyptians and covered the ground.  Fifth, a terrible disease 

struck the livestock of the land.  Sixth, boils and sores came upon both man 

and beast.  Seventh, thunder and hail fell, stripping crops and killing all who 

had not taken shelter.  Eighth, locusts came and consumed all vegetation.  

Ninth, a thick darkness, so thick it could be felt, came upon the land for 

three days.  Tenth and last, the firstborn of man and beast throughout all of 

Egypt were slain.  There is a harrowing summary of these plagues given in 

Psalm 78, starting at verse 44: 

He turned their rivers to blood; 
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they could not drink from their streams. 
He sent swarms of flies that devoured them, 

and frogs that devastated them. 
He gave their crops to the grasshopper, 

their produce to the locust. 
He destroyed their vines with hail 
and their sycamore-figs with sleet. 

He gave over their cattle to the hail, 
their livestock to bolts of lightning. 

He unleashed against them his hot anger, 
his wrath, indignation and hostility— 

a band of destroying angels. 
He prepared a path for his anger; 
he did not spare them from death 
but gave them over to the plague. 

He struck down all the firstborn of Egypt, 
the firstfruits of manhood in the tents of Ham. 

 Now, these plagues were not random, chance events.  God’s hand was 

behind them and he visited them upon the Egyptians for a purpose.  The first 

purpose of this visitation was to show forth publicly the mighty power of the 

Lord God.  It was a demonstration of God’s sovereignty and majesty so 

undeniable that even the court magicians and priest of Egypt had to confess, 

“this is the finger of God.”   

Second, the plagues were a divine punishment upon Pharaoh and the 

Egyptians for their cruel treatment of the Hebrews.  After the plague of 

locusts, this is what happened.  The Bible says, “Pharaoh quickly summoned 
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Moses and Aaron and said, “I have sinned against the Lord your God and 

against you.  Now forgive my sin once more and pray to the Lord your God 

to take this deadly plague away from me.”  This was remorse, of course, not 

true repentance, but nevertheless, Pharaoh understood that what was 

happening was as a result of his cruel treatment of the Israelites. 

Third, the plagues were a judgement against the demon-gods of 

Egypt.  Now we already got a hint of that last week, when Aaron threw 

down his staff and it became a snake.  The snake was an object of worship 

for the Egyptians and when Aaron’s staff consumed the snakes of the 

magicians, it became clear that the real God had overcome the powerless 

snake god of Egypt.  The same thing is true of the plagues.  For example, the 

Nile River turned to blood, killing its fish, leaving the Egyptians thirsty and 

causing a vast stench to arise.  The waters of the Nile were sacred to the 

Egyptians—just as sacred as the Ganges River is today to Hindoos.  The 

river turning into blood declared that the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob 

was stronger than the Nile River God.  To add insult to injury, in the second 

plague the Nile River was made to send forth thousands of frogs into the 

land to torment the Egyptians.  In the third plague, lice infested both man 

and beast.  One biblical commentator made the following point: 
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If it be remembered that no one could approach the altars of 
Egypt upon which so impure an insect harbored, and that the priests to 
guard against the slightest risk of contamination wore only linen 
garments, and shaved their heads and bodies every third day, the 
severity of this miracle as a judgement upon Egyptian idolatry may be 
imagined.  While it lasted no act of worship could be performed, and 
so keenly was this felt that the very magicians explained, “this is the 
finger of God.”  (Gleig) 

The fourth plague was designed, in the words of J. B. Walker, “to destroy the 

trust of the people in Beelzebub, of the Fly-god, who was reverenced as their 

protector from visitation of swarms of ravenous flies, which infested the 

land [in late summer] and removed only as they supposed at the will of their 

God.  The miracle now wrought by Moses evinced the impotence of 

Beelzebub.”  And as for striking down the livestock of the land, that was an 

out and out attack upon the Egyptian system of animal worship.  They had 

their sacred bulls and rams and heifers and goats along with many others.  

The cattle were struck down to leave no doubt the God of the Israelites was 

stronger than the gods of the Egyptians.  There is an interesting passage in 

the Book of Numbers that talks of this.  In Numbers 33:3,4 it reads: 

The Israelites set out from Rameses on the fifteenth day of the 
first month, the day after the Passover.  They marched out boldly in 
full view of all the Egyptians, who were burying all their firstborn, 
whom the Lord had struck down among them; for the Lord had 
brought judgement on their gods. 

Beloved, Jehovah is high above all other gods.  Jethro, Moses’ father-in-law, 

put it this way: “Blessed be the Lord who hath delivered you out of the hand 
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of the Egyptians, and out of the hand of Pharaoh, who hath delivered the 

people from under the hand of the Egyptians.  Now I know that the Lord is 

greater than all gods; for in the thing wherein they dealt proudly he was 

above them.” 

 Fourth, these plagues were a solemn warning to the nations of the 

world that God would curse those who cursed the Israelites.  In Genesis 12 

we find God calling Abram from out of Ur of the Chaldees.  He says to 

Abram, 

 Leave your country, your people and your father’s household 
and go to the land I will show you.  I will make you into a great nation 
and I will bless you; I will make your name great, and you will be a 
blessing.  I will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you I 
will curse; and all people on earth will be blessed through you. 

  
God promised to bless and protect his people from all enemies.  It is clear 

that this message was heard and heeded.  A generation after the plagues the 

Israelites, after having wandered in the desert, prepared to enter the 

Promised Land under Joshua.  Joshua sent two spies across the Jordan River, 

on ahead to Jericho, to scout out things.  Rahab, the prostitute from Jericho, 

sheltered them.  When the king heard of strangers in town, he set out to find 

them, but Rahab hid them.  This is Rahab’s testimony” 

  I know that the Lord has given this land to you ad that a great 
fear of you has fallen on us, so that all who live in this country are 
melting in fear because of you.  We have heard how the Lord dried up 
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the water of the Red Sea for you when you came out of Egypt and 
what you did to Sihon and Og, the two kings of the Amorites east of 
the Jordan, whom you completely destroyed.  When we heard of it our 
hearts melted and everyone’s courage failed because of you, for the 
Lord your God is God in heaven above and on the earth below. 

 These plagues were designed to show forth the power and sovereignty 

to God.  Their arrangement is also providential and teaches us something 

about our God.  The plagues are grouped in three groups of three plagues 

each.  The tenth plague, the death of the firstborn, stands on its own because 

it has a special lesson to teach about Israel and her redemption.  This is the 

pattern of the plagues.  The first two plagues come with a warning.  Then the 

third plague falls without one.  The fourth and fifth plagues come with a 

warning.  Then the sixth plague falls without one.  Then the pattern repeats 

again.  The seventh and eighth plagues fall with a warning and the ninth 

comes without.  What does this teach us about God?  It teaches us that God 

is patient—but that his patience has a limit.  Warnings, rejected and 

unheeded, will be followed by judgement that is sure and swift.  Beloved, do 

not mistake the longsuffering patience of the Lord for his approval.  Do not 

presume upon his race and mercy.  The fact that he has not dealt more 

harshly with us is no guarantee that we are in fine spiritual fettle.  To make a 

sober assessment of your spiritual health, do not look at the blessings you 

have received.  Instead, consider your heart.  Is it a heart that knows its own 
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poverty and need?  Is it a heart that mourns its sin and its missed 

opportunities to serve God better, with a higher devotion and more gladness?  

Is it a heart that is submitted to the will of the Lord in all things, a heart able 

to say, “Lord, not my will, but thine be done?”  Is it a heart that is earnestly 

seeking after the kingdom of God and his righteousness?  Is it a heart that 

looks to Jesus in all things?   

 Palm 73 gives us a picture of those who were blessed in many ways, 

but whose hearts were far from God.  Listen to this: 

But as for me, my feet had almost slipped; 
I had nearly lost my foothold. 

For I envied the arrogant  
when I saw the prosperity of the wicked. 

They have no struggles; 
their bodies are healthy and strong. 

They are free from the burdens common to man; 
they are not plagued by human ills. 

But what happens to them?  Listen: 

Surely you place them on slippery ground; 
you cast them down to ruin. 

How suddenly are they destroyed, 
completely swept away by terrors! 

 The next thing for us to note about the plagues that descended upon 

Egypt was their progressive nature.  There is in them a steady advance in 
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severity.  The first three interfere with the comforts of the Egyptians.  They 

are deprived of water to drink and to wash in, their homes are covered with 

frogs and their bodies are covered in lice.  In the second three plagues, their 

possessions are attacked.  The flies corrupt their land, their cattle are 

destroyed and their persons are covered with boils and sores.  In the last 

three plagues we find desolation and death.  Hail destroys crops and 

livestock.  Locusts eat what vegetation the hail didn’t ruin.  The darkness 

brings all activity throughout the land to a grinding halt.   

This progression in severity is a warning that again points to the truth 

that God is not to be trifled with.  He is patient, but not infinitely patient and 

if you put off dealing with him today, who knows when or whether you will 

get another opportunity.  Some people say things like this: I know I must 

change my life.  I know I cannot go on like this.  I know it is not pleasing to 

God.  But I have plenty of time left and I have not yet had my fill of living 

my life my way.  I’m young yet.  When I get closer to my life’s end, then I’ll 

make my peace with God.  Let me say two things about that sort of thinking.  

First of all, none of us knows when our days will be at an end.  God has 

ordained all the days of our life—but he has not seen fit to tell us.  The day 

of our death is certain and it may very well take us by surprise, arriving 
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before we know it.  Eternity—for good or ill—is just a breath away.  You 

don’t know that you have time. 

The second thing to say is this.  Why in the world would you think 

that making peace with God would be any easier after another week, month, 

year or decade of willful sin?  Why would you think that such careless living 

would prepare you to get serious about the Lord Jesus and his claim upon 

your life?  Searing your conscience with sin is not a good way to soften your 

heart for obedience, devotion and love to the Master.  And what if God were 

simply to give you over to your own desires, confirming you in your sins 

and thus sealing your destiny?  Beloved, do not put this off.  Today is the 

day of grace.  Today is the day of salvation.  I have no idea about tomorrow.  

Neither do you.   

There is one more point that needs to be made tonight in our 

introduction to the plagues of Egypt.  These plagues are prophetic in nature.  

That is, they foreshadow of the plagues that will strike the followers of Satan 

at the end times.  These words come to us from Revelation 16: 

Then I heard a loud voice from the temple saying to the seven 
angels, “Go, pour out the seven bowls of God’s wrath on the earth.   

The first angel went and poured out his bowl on the land, and 
ugly and painful sores broke out on the people who had the mark of 
the beast and worshiped his image.   
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The second angel poured out his bowl on the sea, and it turned 
into blood like that of a dead man, and every living thing in the sea 
died. 

The third angel poured out his bowl on the rivers and springs of 
water, and they became blood.  Then I heard the angel in charge of the 
waters say:  

You are just in these judgements, 
you who are and who were, the Holy One, 

because you have so judged; 
for they have shed the blood of your  

saints and prophets, 
and you have given them blood to drink 

as they deserve.” 

If you continue reading you will find a plague of darkness, evil spirits that 

look like frogs, lightning, thunder and hailstones of an enormous size.  John 

Currid writes of this, “The similarities between this description and the 

account in Exodus are obvious.  The only difference is that the extent and 

intensity of the plagues in Revelation are so much greater.  Thus the episode 

in the Old Testament is a mere foretaste of what will come upon unbelievers 

in the final days.” 

 I read these words last week.  I think that they sum up things very 

well: 

 The study of these plagues shows plainly the character of him 
with whom we all have to do.  The Lord is not indifferent to sin, nor 
can he be defied with impunity.  He bears with much longsuffering the 
vessels of wrath, but in the end his righteous judgements descend 
upon them.  What point do these plagues give to that solemn word, “It 
is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God.”  Be 
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warned.... Today, if you will hear his voice, harden not your heart.  
Remember what befell Pharaoh for hardening his!  Flee, then to the 
divinely appointed refuge.  Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou 
shalt be saved. 

In Christ’s name.  AMEN.
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