
Faith Reformed Church 
Stevensville, Ontario 
May 2, 2004 
Evening Service 

Text: Exodus 7:25-8:15 
Sermon: Frogs 



In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit; AMEN. 

 For the last couple of weeks we have been dealing with the plagues 

that fell upon Egypt.  Things actually began with the confrontation between 

Moses and the magicians of Egypt.  The rod that God had given to Moses 

swallowed up the serpent staffs of the Egyptians.  That Egyptian defeat was 

to be repeated over the course of ten plagues and it would culminate in the 

swallowing up of the armies of Pharaoh in the Red Sea.  Next we saw the 

Nile River turn to blood.  This was the first plague.  It was an attack carried 

out against the very heart and life-blood of the Egyptian people.  The Nile 

River—the river they considered to be the source of their life—was turned 

into a harbinger of death.  And in turning into blood and killing all the fish, it 

pointed out that the day was coming when the Red Sea also would be filled 

with death as the waters would cover over the soldiers of the nation.  Well, 

in our lesson tonight we come to the second plague to strike Egypt.  It is a 

plague of frogs.   

 Our lesson begins, “Seven days passed after the Lord struck the Nile.”  

It appears, then, that the second plague arrives immediately on the heels of 

the first.  There is no relief or let up in the contest that God brings to 
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Pharaoh’s house.  God is relentless in his attack, for he wants to have his 

people free.  And his message to the king remains the same:  

“Go to Pharaoh and say to him, ‘This is what the Lord says: Let 
my people go, so that they may worship me.  If you refuse to let them 
go, I will plague your whole country with frogs.’”   

“So that they may worship me.”  Beloved, that is so very important, because 

that little phrase summarizes what is at stake.  Will Israel worship the Lord, 

or will she worship the god of Egypt?  Will it be Jehovah or Pharaoh?  At 

this point in history Israel is serving Pharaoh, albeit in chains.  Pharaoh 

wants it to stay that way.  Jehovah doesn’t.  This proclamation of Moses is a 

direct assault on the power of Pharaoh.  God is, in effect, saying to Pharaoh, 

“This people belongs to me.  They are mine.”  Listen to how God will put it 

centuries later through the prophet Isaiah: 

 But now this is what the Lord says—he who created you, O 
Jacob, who formed you, O Israel: “Fear not, for I have redeemed you; 
I have summoned you by name; you are mine.  When you pass 
through the waters, I will be with you; and when you pass through the 
rivers, they will not sweep over you.  When you walk through the fire, 
you will not be burned; the flames will not set you ablaze.  For I am 
the Lord, your God, the Holy One of Israel, your Saviour. 

 The second thing for us to note here is that God is assaulting Pharaoh 

and Egypt through Moses with a very strange weapon indeed.  He is using 

frogs to bring about his judgement.   
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 If you refuse to let them go, I will plague your whole country 
with frogs.  The Nile will teem with frogs.  They will come up into 
your palace and your bedroom and onto your bed, into the houses of 
your officials and on your people and into your ovens and kneading 
troughs.  The frogs will go up on you and your people and all your 
officials.   

Now the Hebrews didn’t have any experience with frogs.  There weren’t 

many frogs in Canaan.  They didn’t even know what to call them.  In fact, 

the word that is translated “frog” here is “croaker.”  A frog is “a thing that 

croaks.”  God tells them that he is going to conquer Egypt with “croakers.”  

It’s comical, when you think of it.   

Now, why did God use frogs to humble the Egyptian king?  Let me 

make a couple of suggestions.  First, this plague, like the one before it, 

seems to be part of a contest to establish who was the true God.  You see, the 

Egyptians regarded the frog as a symbol of divine power and a 

representation of fertility.  One of the major goddesses of Egypt was Hekhet, 

who is depicted as a human female with a frog’s head.  She was the spouse 

of the creator-god Khnum.  He was thought to make human bodies on his 

potter’s wheel and Hekhet would then blow the breath of life into them.  You 

can think of it like this.  Years earlier Pharaoh had begun the exodus story 

with an attack on the children of the Hebrews.  The order was sent out to kill 

all their boy babies, (Moses included).  It may well be that here we have God 

 4



coming back against Pharaoh and saying, in effect, “You attempted to strike 

at the fertility of my people.  You hated the fact that I blessed them so that 

they teemed throughout the land.  Well now I am going to destroy your god 

of fertility, and confirm that I am the one and the only who gives children.”  

And so God covers the land with frogs and then causes them to die so that 

they are heaped up across the country like cordwood. 

   

Now hold that thought, because it points us to a second truth.  God 

uses these frogs not only as a way of discrediting the Egyptian fertility 

goddess, but also as a warning.  The way they all die indicates that this 

plague not only looks back to Pharaoh’s attempt to end the fertility of the 

Hebrews by killing their children, it also looks forward to the day when the 

first-born dead of all the Egyptians will fill the entire land.  It is a 

foreshadowing of the plague of death that will fall when the angel of death 

comes upon Egypt and all the firstborn who are not protected by lamb’s 

blood sprinkled on the doorposts and lintels of the houses are going to die. 

Now think what that says about our God.  Time and time again he 

provides fair warning to those who hate him and oppose his purposes.  He 

tells them what will happen if they harden their hearts.  He paints a picture 

of the destruction that will follow when his longsuffering is at an end.  He 

 5



gives them signs that are unmistakable, signs that say, “Turn back!  You are 

on the wrong road!  If you keep this up you will perish!”  God extends grace, 

mercy even to those who despise him.  He is patient beyond human 

understanding.   

And third, the use of frogs in the battle against Pharaoh points to the 

utter sovereignty of God.  It shows that God is in control.  You see, God is so 

powerful that in his hands even a common, strange and ridiculous creature 

like a frog can be used to the defeat of his enemies and the manifestation of 

his glory.  In a different context Paul makes the same point: 

 But God chose the foolish things of the world to shame the 
wise; God chose the weak things of the world to shame the strong.  He 
chose the lowly things of this world and the despised things—and the 
things that are not—to nullify the things that are, so that no one may 
boast before him. 

God can even use frogs to his glory and to fulfill his purposes. 

 Let’s look at our lesson again. 

 Then the Lord said to Moses, “Tell Aaron, ‘Stretch out your 
hand with your staff over the streams and canals and ponds and make 
frogs come up on the land of Egypt.’” 
 So Aaron stretched out his hand over the waters of Egypt and 
the frogs came up and covered the land.  But the magicians did the 
same things by their secret arts; they also made frogs come up on the 
land of Egypt.   
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Once again, as they did the last time, the magicians of Egypt spring into 

action.  Once again, all they manage to do is increase the curse.  Frogs cover 

everything.  No one is immune.  From the highest to the lowest, from the 

richest to the poorest, from those of high position to those of no reputation, it 

is wall-to-wall frogs.  This is the second and the last time the magicians of 

Egypt intervene in the battle.  They added more blood to the first plague.  

They added more frogs to the second.  I can hear Pharaoh saying, “Guys!  

This is the second time.  You’re not helping.  You’re fired!”   

 Now before we go on let me make an aside here.  There are a number 

of unbelieving biblical commentators who maintain there is a natural 

explanation for what has happened.  The Nile River didn’t really turn to 

blood, they say.  There was an especially hard rainfall in the region of the 

Nile headwaters and red, silty soil came pouring out of the mountains in an 

abundance never before seen.  And as for the frogs, well, of course they left 

the river and made their way to the land.  The river was fouled with all that 

red silt.  That sort of explanation is to be expected from an unbeliever, but it 

has no truth in it.  There is nothing here to suggest that it isn’t exactly what 

the Bible says it is—a supernatural, sovereign act by the hand of God 

designed to give God glory and further his purpose to free the people who 

are the apple of his eye so that they might worship him.   
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 Well, his magicians having failed him and his gods having failed him, 

Pharaoh weakens and calls for Moses and Aaron.  Our lesson continues, 

 Pharaoh summoned Moses and Aaron and said, “Pray to the 
Lord to take the frogs away from me and my people, and I will let 
your people go to offer sacrifices to the Lord.”   

    
This is the first time that Pharaoh acknowledges the name of the Lord.  

Earlier, in chapter 5, he had said, “I do not know the Lord.”  Well, he’s 

getting to know him now.  I read these words last week: 

 Now, suddenly, he knows his name.  There are frogs 
everywhere, including his washbowl.... So he calls for Moses and 
Aaron and says, “Look, intercede for me.”  He asks Moses to pray, 
and he even promises to let the people go to worship.  Again, you see 
God is displaying his sovereignty in compelling Pharaoh to do his 
will.  He had told Moses before “Pharaoh will not do it willingly, so I 
will compel him.”  And that’s what we see happening here.  This is 
not the willing action of Pharaoh.  Pharaoh in a tight spot now turns to 
Moses and asks them to pray for him. 

 Now in reply to this Moses says something very interesting.  He says, 

“I leave to you the honour of setting he time for me to pray for you and your 

officials and your people that you and your houses may be rid of the frogs, 

except for those that remain in the Nile.”  What it seems that Moses is 

saying is this: I trust in my God so much I will give you the advantage.  You 

name the terms.  You name the time for the frogs to be removed from the 
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land.  Whatever time you set will be all right for me.  My God will see that it 

happens. 

 Now with this offer Pharaoh, being Pharaoh, makes an unreasonable 

request.  He wants all the frogs covering the land to be gone by tomorrow.  

In the original the “tomorrow” is emphatic.  Tomorrow!!!  Moses answers by 

agreeing.  “It will be as you say, so that you may know there is no one like 

the Lord our God.”  Let’s pick up the lesson at verse 12: 

 After Moses and Aaron left Pharaoh, Moses cried out to the 
Lord about the frogs he had brought on Pharaoh.  And the Lord did 
what Moses asked. 

Let me make two points.  First, Moses and Aaron leave Pharaoh before they 

pray.  Moses, you see, not interceding on behalf of Pharaoh.  He is praying 

for God’s answer so that God would be glorified and the Pharaoh would see 

the truth and let the people go.  And second, note the fact that Moses “cried 

out.”  The verb “to cry out” is used at a number of crucial points in Exodus 

and always in situations of great peril.  The Hebrew foremen cry out to 

Pharaoh because of the oppression of the Egyptians.  The Hebrews cry out 

for salvation when the armies of Pharaoh bear down upon them when they 

are standing on the shores of the Red Sea.  And so here Moses cries out.  

What is at stake?  To show Pharaoh the power of the Lord and to make 

legitimate the mission of his prophet, it is crucial that God answer Moses’ 
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prayer.  Moses has put his word on the line; the Lord must now answer his 

promise and back his prophet up.   

 And the Lord did what Moses asked.  The frogs died in the 
houses, in the courtyards and in the fields.  They were piled into heaps 
and the land reeked of them.   

The prayer was answered but not in the way that Pharaoh imagined.  Even 

with the plague removed, there were consequences still to deal with.  First, 

there was a massive clean up effort needed.  The passage can be literally 

rendered, “And they heaped them up, heaps, heaps.”  The repetition 

indicates that they were everywhere and piled high and deep.  And second, 

the land stank.  It reeked of dead frogs.  The result of the first plague was 

that the Nile River stank.  Now the whole land does.  It is a complete 

reversal of the earlier situation when the Hebrew foremen complained to 

Moses that he had made them to stink before Pharaoh.   

 Ligon Duncan, an American Presbyterian preacher, suggests that we 

look at the situation this way.  I think he has an interesting take on it.  He 

writes: 

 Can you imagine this story being told by former slaves around 
fires in the wilderness?  Now think about this: People who are utterly 
powerless.  People who’ve had no say about their work.  People 
who’ve had no say about their wages.  They have had no say about 
their family life, about their ability to move, about their ability to 
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improve their own situation.  Suddenly, they are being told that the 
most powerful man that they have ever known existed was reduced to 
the point that he had to go to Moses, their religious leader, to ask him 
to pray to God, and that the future of the nation of Egypt was not in 
the hands of Pharaoh.  It was clearly placed in the hands of Moses, as 
he interceded to God.  Can you imagine how they would have 
responded to that?  “You mean to tell us, God, that our prayers are 
more significant in the course of your designs in the history of nations 
than are the rulers of those nations?”  And God replies, “Yes.  You are 
my people and I rule the world by my word and Spirit.  And I choose 
as one of the instruments of my decree your prayers to move the 
course of nations forward and to reveal my divine plan.” 

God works through the prayers of his people.  He doesn’t have to, but he is 

pleased to.   

 Our lesson ends with Pharaoh.  “But when Pharaoh saw that there was 

relief, he hardened his heart and would not listen to Moses and Aaron, just as 

the Lord had said.”  It’s a terrible picture we have here as Pharaoh invites 

judgement to fall upon him.  He stands before God self-condemned.  He 

scoffs.  He despises.  He lies.  He disobeys.  You want to take him by the 

lapels and shake him, saying with the penitent thief on the cross, “Don’t you 

fear God...?”  And this makes our picture even more terrible.  Before Jesus 

came into our hearts we were all just as blind, stubborn and hard hearted as 

Pharaoh.  We were mockers.  Despisers.  Self-righteous.  Thankless.  Paul 

puts it this way: 

 Do you not know that the wicked will not inherit the kingdom 
of God?  Do not be deceived: Neither the sexually immoral nor 
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idolaters nor adulterers nor male prostitutes nor homosexual offenders 
nor thieves nor the greedy nor drunkards nor slanderers nor swindlers 
will inherit the kingdom of God.  And that is what some of you were.   

What good news, then, that Paul completes his thought in this way: 

 But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified 
in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God.   

That blessing is given to all who hearken to his voice and harden not their 

hearts.  In Christ’s name.  AMEN.  
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