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In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit; AMEN. 

 At the end of the Battle of Britain Winston Churchill said, “This is not 

the end.  It is not even the beginning of the end.  But it is the end of the 

beginning.”  I was reminded of that this week because the same is true of our 

study in Luke.  We have reached a new section of the Gospel today and with 

it we have come to “the end of the beginning.”  Think back.  For the last 14 

weeks we have been considering the beginning of the ministry of Jesus 

Christ.  After his brief introduction addressed to Theophilus, Luke speaks of 

Jesus’ forerunner, John the Baptist.  He then speaks of Jesus birth and his 

early life, his circumcision, his presentation at the temple and his standing 

on the verge of manhood, questioning the teachers of the Law.  He speaks of 

Jesus’ baptism in which three things happen: the Lord reaffirms his decision 

to take upon himself the sin of the world, the Father grants his benediction 

and the Spirit descends to equip Jesus with all things necessary to fulfill his 

ministry.  And finally, as we saw last weed, Luke speaks of the temptation of 

Jesus and his triumph over Satan in the wilderness.  And so it is that the 

stage has been set and all things are now ready.  Nothing now can prevent 

the Christ of God from carrying out his work at the Great Prophet, the 

sympathizing High Priest and the Eternal King.   



 Before looking at the lesson itself, let me say something else about the 

structure of this Gospel.  With Luke 4:14 we begin a new section of the 

Gospel.  It runs to Luke 9:50.  In these five chapters we will be following 

Jesus throughout Galilee.  With Luke 9:51 we will begin to follow Jesus to 

Judea, to Jerusalem and the cross.  But it is not yet time for that.  For the 

next while we will be with him in what some have called the “Galilean 

springtime.”  As we walk with him we will hear him proclaim that with his 

coming all the promises of God have been fulfilled.  We will see him calling 

disciples to come and follow him.  We will listen to the moral instruction of 

the Master and be amazed at the authority with which he teaches, heals and 

commands even the winds and the waves to do his bidding.  And as the first 

disciples and the people of Galilee were confronted over and over again with 

the question, “Who is Jesus?” so too will we be.   

Beloved, I warn you now.  If you continue with this study of the Gospel of 

Luke, the Lord himself will demand that you answer him.  He will ask, 

“Who do you say I am?” (Luke 9:20) and on your answer an eternity will 

rest.  And know this too: Your answer will not be a casual description of 

Jesus that indicates that you think Jesus is this or that or the other.  No.  An 

answer much deeper than that will be called for.  The answer Jesus must 

have will involve the way you think, the words you speak, the things you do, 



that which you cherish and that which you despise.  If you make the decision 

Jesus calls you to make it will involve changes the way you live your life.  

The biblical word for it is repentance.  You will be asked to die to self so that 

you might live for Christ.  Jesus puts it this was towards the end of this 

second section of Luke: 

 If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his 

cross daily and follow me.  For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, 

but whoever loses his life for me will save it.   

 “Who do you say that I am?”  Let’s turn to our lesson.  Here are the 

first two verses of our text: 

 Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of the Spirit, and news about 

him spread through the whole countryside.  He taught in their synagogues 

and everyone praised him.   

These two verses form a summary statement of the whole Galilean ministry 

of Jesus, a ministry that was some 12 months in duration.  It was a ministry 

undertaken to fulfill what had been promised in Isaiah 9:1-2, where it is 

written,  



Nevertheless, there will be no more gloom for those who were in distress.  In 

the past he humbled the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the 

future he will honour Galilee of the Gentiles, by way of the sea, along the 

Jordan— 

The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in 

the land of the shadow of death a light has dawned. 

The ministry Luke describes here was one endowed by the Holy Spirit.  It 

was widely advertised, for news about it spread throughout the whole region.  

It was a popular ministry.  People flocked to the Lord.  They hung on his 

every word.  They sang his praises.  And it was a synagogue-centered 

ministry.  Jesus would teach and preach in the various congregations 

scattered throughout that territory.   

 Now here is an interesting fact.  It has to do with what Luke didn’t 

say, rather than with what he did.  After briefly reviewing the success and 

the joy of the Galilean spring, Luke doesn’t linger on the successful aspects 

of Jesus’ ministry, though he might well have.  He immediately takes us to 

the synagogue at Nazareth where our Lord was not only rejected in the 

hearts of the people, he was almost murdered.  The Holy Spirit, through 



Luke, means to teach us that there is no getting around the suffering of our 

Lord.  There would be no crown without first a cross.  As Isaiah wrote,    

 He is despised and rejected of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted 

with grief: and we hid as it were our faces from him: he was despised, and 

we esteemed him not. 

 The lesson continues, 

 He went to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, and on the 

Sabbath day he went into the synagogue, as was his custom.   

  

Let me give you an outline of synagogue worship at that time.  The 

congregation would gather and begin by singing psalms of praise.  They 

would recite the “Shema”: Hear of Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is One.  

It was a confession of faith that took them back to the basics, in the same 

way that our Apostles’ Creed outlines the fundamentals of the faith.  

Following this a series of 18 benedictions called the Tefillah were recited.  

Next came the reading of the Scriptures.  An officer of the synagogue would 

go to the ark, a box that contained the sacred scrolls.  He would take out the 

torah scroll, remove its cloth covering, and open it up to the designated 

reading by rolling it out on a table.  It was read and then returned to the ark.  



After this, the same process was carried out once more, only it was the Book 

of the Prophets that was read.  After this second reading, the person who 

read would sit down and preach a sermon.  The service closed with the 

Aaronic benediction with a congregational “amen” pronounced after each of 

the three sections of the blessing.   

 Jesus stood up to read.  He would have been warmly invited.  His 

coming would have been eagerly anticipated.  He was, by all the accounts 

the townsfolk had been hearing, a local boy who had made good.  He had 

apparently requested before the service that the scroll of Isaiah be given him, 

and it was and so he began to read.   

And he stood up to read.  The scroll of the prophet Isaiah was handed to 

him.  Unrolling it, he found the place were it is written:  

 “The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to preach 

good ness to the poor.  He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners 

and recovery of sight for the blind, to release the oppressed, to proclaim the 

year of the Lord’s favour. 

Then he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant and sat down.  The 

eyes of everyone in the synagogue were fastened on him, and he began by 

saying to them, “Today this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.” 



He read a portion of Scripture from Isaiah 61 (and Isaiah 58).  Now there are 

two things for us to note.  In saying that “today this Scripture is fulfilled in 

your hearing,” he proclaimed that the consolation of Israel, promised long 

ago by Isaiah, was found ultimately in him.  “For peace, rest, joy, 

fulfillment, meaning, forgiveness and restoration,” Jesus said, “look to me.  

It is in me and in me alone.”   Second, if we look back to Isaiah 61 we will 

find that Jesus broke off his quote after the words, “to proclaim the year of 

the Lord’s favour.”  Had he continued with the full quotation he would have 

added, “and the day of vengeance of our God.”  “The day of the Lord’s 

vengeance will come, but it will not come this day,” Jesus was saying.  “This 

day is still the day of God’s grace.  It remains the season of the Lord’s 

favour.  There is still time to look unto me and be saved.” 

 That was the thrust of Jesus’ message, but who was that message for?  

There are four categories of people mentioned in his reading, four that Jesus 

would have spoken of in the rest of his sermon.  First, Jesus has been 

anointed to bring good news to the poor.  The word “poor” here includes 

poverty of every kind, but the emphasis is on those who are conscious of 

moral and spiritual poverty.  The word here is the same one used in the 

beatitude, “Blessed are the poor in spirit.”  Now spiritual poverty is not a 

question of having a bad self-image.  It is not low self-esteem.  It does not 



mean being morbidly shy and unable to interact socially with others.  It 

doesn’t mean being self-effacing or smarmy.  Martyn Lloyd-Jones was once 

invited to preach in a parish some distance from his home, so he had to take 

the Saturday train and stay overnight to the village.  He was met at the 

station by a deacon.  The deacon bowed and scraped and took his bag and 

said something to this effect: “I am just a country deacon, of no account and 

not worthy to pick up your luggage, the luggage of a great and famous 

preacher.”  He went on and on in that vein.  Lloyd-Jones made the comment 

that this man was not poor in spirit at all.  While he might not have thought 

much about himself, that was the only thing he did think about.  Thoughts 

about his own self were what constantly filled him.  No.  If you are rich in 

self you are not poor in spirit.  The poor in spirit are those who know 

themselves to be weak and helpless before the face of God.  They are those 

who are unable to defend or save themselves.  They know their sins have left 

them with no excuse.  They have heard the verdict condemning their old and 

futile way of life and they know it’s true.  Seeing that all their righteousness 

is nothing but filthy rags, the poor in spirit are those who plead for mercy 

and for grace.   

 Second, Jesus has been sent “to proclaim freedom for the prisoners.”  

The word “prisoner” here is a technical term for “prisoner of war.”  It 



includes those trapped in all sorts of bondage.  Some are trapped by drugs or 

alcohol.  Some are trapped by selfishness and greed.  But whatever the 

particular form of bondage, whether to the world, the flesh or the devil, it 

comes down to this: the natural man is trapped in the prison house of sin.  

He cannot free himself.  He is helpless and perishing.  A sovereign, gracious 

work of God is needed if he is to be saved.  That God might deal with him 

mercifully and graciously is his only hope.  What glorious news, then, that 

today remains the day of grace and that saints throughout the ages testify of 

Jesus, that  

He breaks the power of canceled sin, 

He sets the prisoner free; 

His blood can make the foulest clean; 

His blood availed for me. 

 Third, Jesus has come to proclaim “recovery of sight for the blind.”  

The Apostle Paul would claim that he was the blindest of the blind.  He was 

persuaded in his heart that it was his calling “to do all that was possible to 

oppose the name of Jesus of Nazareth,” for although he knew the Old 

Testament like the back of his hand, he could nowhere see Jesus in the pages 

of sacred Scripture.  He couldn’t see Jesus in Genesis 3:15.  He couldn’t see 

him in Isaiah 7 or 9 or 11 or 53.  He couldn’t see him in the wilderness 

tabernacle or the in the Temple at Jerusalem.  He didn’t see him in all the 



innumerable services and sacrifices the Jews held from Sabbath to Sabbath 

and year to year.  He was blind to the truth.  And so he put Christians in 

prison.  He voted for the death penalty when they were on trial for their 

faith.  He tried all he could to get them to blaspheme.  But Jesus came to 

him.  He opened his eyes to the truth and gave Paul that same ministry.  Paul 

speaks of that experience in Acts 26 and of the Lord’s words to him: 

   I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting.... Now get up and stand on 

your feet.  I have appeared to you to appoint you as a servant and as a 

witness of what you have seen of men and what I will show you.  I will 

rescue you from your own people and from the Gentiles.  I am sending you 

to them to open their eyes and turn them from darkness to light, and from the 

power of Satan to God, so that they may receive forgiveness of sins and a 

place among those who are sanctified by faith in me. 

Paul was blind.  The Lord gave him sight and made him a witness and 

servant to open the eyes of many in Jesus’ name.     

 The fourth category of those Jesus has come to save is the 

“oppressed.”  The word “oppressed’ here means “broken into pieces,” 

“shattered” or “crushed.”  They are those who are beaten down by the 

circumstances of life, who can see no way out and who find the living of life 



itself to be an oppression.  It reminds me of a stanza in the hymn “It Came 

upon the Midnight Clear”: 

And ye, beneath life’s crushing load, 

Whose forms are bending low, 

Who toil along the climbing way 

With painful steps and slow... 

To such as these our Lord says, “Come unto me, all ye who labour and are 

heavy laden, and I will give you rest.” 

 Now in response to his preaching the people of Nazareth marveled.  

“All spoke well of him and were amazed at the gracious words that come 

from his lips.  ‘Isn’t this Joseph’s son?’ they asked.”  They were captivated 

by the grace and charm of Jesus’ words—but that was as far as it went.  

They didn’t see themselves addressed in his preaching.  It didn’t cut them to 

the heart.  It left them untouched.  (Beloved, if you have never been 

wounded by the words of Jesus, you need to think about whether or not you 

have ever really heard him speak.)  And Jesus, who reads the hearts of men, 

knew they were hard and resistant.  He challenged them.   

 Surely you will quote this proverb to me: “Physician heal yourself!  

Do here in your hometown what we have heard that you did in Capernaum.” 



It’s as if Jesus were saying, “You only came here for the fireworks.  You 

want miracles when what you need is repentance.  You are just as poor, blind 

and bound by sin as anyone ever has been.”   

And he continued: 

I tell you the truth,... no prophet is accepted in his hometown.  I assure you 

that there were many widows in Israel in Elijah’s time, when the sky was 

shut for three and a half years and there was a severe famine throughout the 

land.  Yet Elijah was not sent to any of them, but to a widow in Zarephath in 

the region of Sidon.  And there were many in Israel with leprosy in the time 

of Elisha the prophet, yet not one of them was cleansed—only Namaan the 

Syrian. 

Jesus is saying, “Look.  Don’t think that because I grew up here that you 

have any special claim upon God’s blessing and favour.  Remember Israel in 

the time of Elijah and Elisha.  It was a time of apostasy.  It was a time of 

judgement.  It was a time when the blessing of God passed by those who 

were so close to him and went forth to a starving Gentile widow and a 

leprous Syrian general.  God is no respecter of persons and he has mercy on 



whom he will have mercy.  Do not presume upon his grace.  Humble 

yourselves instead, that you may receive his grace. 

 This was too much for the people of Nazareth.  They rose up enraged.  

They seized the Lord and drove him out of the town.  They even tried to 

throw him off the cliff on which the town of Nazareth was built.  But, as 

Luke records, “he walked right through the crowd and went on his way.”  

Was it a miracle or was it his commanding presence that caused the 

townspeople to stand back?  I don’t know.  But we do know that it wasn’t his 

time to die.  He had work yet to do. 

 I said at the start of the sermon that as we followed along in this 

second section of Luke’s Gospel the time would come when we would need 

to answer our Lord’s question, “Who do you say that I am?”  That question 

is not asked only in Luke 9.  It is asked on each page of the Bible.  Who is 

Jesus and what are you going to do with him?  Will you identify with Jesus 

and the message he brings and so see yourself as fundamentally poor, bound, 

blind and oppressed?  Will you humble yourself and recognize that if justice 

is done you will go to hell for your sins?  Will you plead for the mercy and 

grace of God, that you might be saved and blessed eternally with a peace 

that is beyond all understanding?  Or will you side with those who rejected 



Jesus?  Who drove him away and who tried to kill him?  Beloved, our Lord 

has proclaimed that this day is the day of grace; it is the season of the Lord’s 

favour.  God grant us grace to receive him and with him all the treasures of 

his grace and mercy.  May God open our hearts and give us a spirit of 

repentance and new life.  In Christ’s name.  AMEN. 


