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In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit; AMEN. 

 We are returning this morning to our study of the Gospel of Luke.  We 

find ourselves in the fourth chapter, beginning at verse 31 where we find 

Jesus healing a man possessed of an evil spirit.  Before we get to the lesson 

proper, however, because we have been away for a few weeks over the 

Christmas holidays, let’s take a look at where we have been in our journey 

with Jesus.   

First, we have seen Jesus prepared for his ministry.  We have seen that 

in everything—from his circumcision to his presentation at the temple to his 

attending Passover celebrations in Jerusalem and being about his Father’s 

business in the temple when he was 12 years of age, he was obedient to the 

law of God.  In all things he was zealous to do his Father’s will.  And so it 

was that through the years in Nazareth he “grew in wisdom and stature... in 

favour with God and men.”   

When he was some thirty years of age—for the law stated you had to 

be thirty years old to be a priest in Israel—Jesus’ public ministry began.  It 

started at his baptism, with the benediction of his Father and his anointing by 

the Holy Spirit.  It was immediately tested in the wilderness when Satan 



came to the Lord, seeking to corrupt him and ruin his redemptive work.  

Jesus proved to be victorious over the devil, for he stood firm on the Word of 

God and gained the day.  His ministry then continued for the next year or so 

in the region of Galilee, in what some people have rightly called “The 

Galilean Springtime.”  This phase of his ministry is summed up in Luke 

4:14,15 where it says, “Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of the Spirit, 

and news about him spread through the whole countryside.  He taught in 

their synagogues, and everyone praised him.”   

Now, for the rest of chapter 4, Luke gives us examples of the Galilean 

ministry he has summarized.  He gives us first an example of Jesus’ 

preaching.  Christ preached in his hometown synagogue of Nazareth and 

was almost killed for it.  It didn’t discourage him, however.  He diligently 

persevered in well doing.  If thrust out of one place, our Lord would shake 

the dust off his feet and go to another and that is what he did.  He went down 

to Capernaum. 

It is in Capernaum that we get what might be called “a day in the life 

of the ministry of Jesus.”  It starts with our lesson today, in which Jesus 

heals a man possessed by an evil spirit.  It continues, as we will see next 

week, with Jesus healing Peter’s mother-in-law of a fever.  It ends at night 



with Jesus healing all kinds of people and vanquishing all manner of 

diseases.  As we go through this Galilean section of the Gospel we will see 

the plan of God unfold.  Jesus preaches.  He teaches.  He heals.  He makes 

disciples.  He calls poor, weary and lost sinners to experience Sabbath rest.  

And some receive him and some do not.  “Yet to all who received him, to 

those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God

—children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s 

will, but born of God” (John 1:12,13). 

Our lesson begins, “Then he went down to Capernaum, a town in 

Galilee, and on the Sabbath began to teach the people.  They were amazed at 

his teaching because his message had authority.”  There are a few things to 

mention here.  Jesus made Capernaum his headquarters for this phase of his 

ministry.  It was a prosperous fishing town on the north shore of the Sea of 

Galilee, a couple of miles west of the place where the Jordan River enters 

the lake.  It had a varied population of Jew and Gentile alike and included a 

Roman garrison.  Capernaum was a good choice; from the town there was 

easy accessibility to all the other towns and villages of Galilee.  They could 

be reached either along a good road that ran from the south through 

Capernaum up to Damascus or by crossing the Sea of Galilee by boat.  It 

was a good choice in this as well: it was here in Capernaum that Jesus called 



Peter, Andrew, James and John to become fishers of men.  And it was here 

that Matthew had his tax office.  It was here that Jesus performed many 

miracles and here that he attended synagogue week by week.   

The name Capernaum means “Village of Nahum.”  It may have been 

named after Nahum the prophet, who spoke out against Nineveh in the 

seventh century BC and predicted her overthrow.  It may have been named 

after some other Nahum that we know nothing about.  But in any even, the 

word “Nahum” itself means “comfort” or “consolation,” so you can think of 

Capernaum as the “village of compassion.”   

Now when Jesus went to Capernaum he began to teach the people, 

and when he taught he did so with authority.  He taught with such authority 

that the people were “amazed.”  Now what does it mean to teach with 

authority?  Well, it doesn’t have anything to do with a particular teaching 

style.  It doesn’t have to do with that old fashioned subject that used to be 

taught in schools—elocution.  It is not a matter of a particularly apt turn of 

phrase or a cleverly chosen word.  John Wesley preached with authority and 

he used what he called “plain words for plain folk.”  Jonathan Edwards 

preached with authority and he simply read his manuscripts, in a monotone, 



word for word, without ever lifting his head up from the page.  So what does 

it mean to teach with authority? 

Let’s take a step back and think about authority.  A person has 

authority if he has the right to impose an obligation.  That’s what authority 

means.  It is the right to impose an obligation.  An army officer, for example, 

has the authority, or the right, to make an enlisted man do certain things, 

from digging a foxhole to shooting at enemy troops.  And the soldier has the 

duty—the obligation—to obey.  An employer has the right to impose certain 

duties on his employees.  You must get to work at a certain time.  You must 

work for a certain number of hours.  You must do certain tasks.  Parents have 

authority over their children.  They have the right to impose certain 

standards of behaviour upon their children and their children have the duty 

to obey.  Authority is the right to impose obligations. 

Now, when Jesus taught the people of Capernaum, they recognized to 

their surprise that he had the right to impose obligations upon them.  Perhaps 

they had gone to the synagogue that day to hear him in order to satisfy their 

curiosity.  Maybe they went because they were bored, or were in the habit of 

attending.  Whatever their motives, good or bad, they all got more than they 

bargained for.  After they had heard him speak, they were amazed at his 



authority.  It is as if they said to themselves, “What he is saying—it applies 

to us!  It applies to us directly.  And he has gone and placed a righteous 

demand upon us.  Either we can do the right thing and obey him—for that is 

clearly our duty—he has told us so authoritatively—or we cam do the wrong 

thing and disobey him—ignore the obligation he has placed at our feet.  

There is no other way out.  He has the right to require our obedience and he 

has exercised that right.  Jesus speaks for God and he speaks with the power 

to bind.”   

Beloved, every time you hear the gospel you are confronted with the 

same decision that faced the townsfolk of Capernaum that day.  Will you 

walk in righteousness, submitting yourself to the lawful authority of Christ 

or will you rebel?  Will you receive his teaching or will you walk another 

path?  Those are the only two choices you have.  It is obedience or 

disobedience, righteousness or unrighteousness, godliness or ungodliness, 

blessing or curse, heaven or hell.  There is no third option.  This is why, 

when confronted in the synagogue with the authoritative teaching of Jesus, 

the people of Nazareth got so angry.  He was forcing them to make a 

decision they didn’t want to make.  They were happy with the old status quo, 

but that status quo was no longer an option.  The light had dawned.  It had 



shone upon them.  Now, one way or another, they were going to have to deal 

with all its implications.   

You see, if Jesus had no authority over them they would not have been 

upset.  They would have taken his teaching in their stride and would simply 

have ignored him.  But he did have authority and they knew it and they 

couldn’t stand it because they wanted to do what they wanted to do and they 

didn’t want to feel guilty about it.  They saw this choice: We can change our 

ways of sin—ways that we love—or we can try to get rid of Jesus.  They 

chose the latter.  They tried to kill him.  That is what everybody does who 

will not receive him as Lord and Saviour. 

In the remaining portion of our lesson we see an example of the 

authority of Jesus to cast out demons.  Look at the text: “In the synagogue 

there was a man possessed by a demon, an evil spirit.”  Now there are a 

couple of things to note here.  First, it was a real demon Jesus dealt with that 

day.  Some people imagine that in biblical days all mental diseases were 

ascribed to demon possession, or that possession is simply another name for 

insanity or what psychiatrists today call “dissociation.”  No.  A distinct, evil 

being, foreign to the possessed man, had taken control of this unfortunate.  

Now what is a demon, or evil spirit?  They are fallen angels.  They are evil 



spiritual beings that are irredeemable.  They have no Saviour and so no hope 

of redemption, and they face a dreadful punishment at the hands of the 

Almighty.   

 This demon interrupted Jesus’ teaching by using the man’s vocal cords 

and causing him to shout out.  “He cried out at the top of his voice, ‘Ha!  

What do you want with us, Jesus of Nazareth?  Have you come do destroy 

us?  I know who you are—the Holy One of God!’”  The demon cried out 

because he couldn’t help it.  He was faced with the presence of Christ in all 

his holiness and righteousness and he couldn’t stand it.  If men love the dark 

and hate the light because their deeds are evil, how much more is that true of 

devils.   

“What do you want with us?” literally means, “What do we have in 

common?”  It’s a rhetorical question and its import is, “What do we have in 

common, that you would bother us?  Why don’t you leave me alone? “Don’t 

meddle with me.”  The evil spirit was desperate to see Jesus go away.   

“Have you come to destroy us,” is a shout of defiance and fear.  It is a 

cry of dread.  The demon knew that Jesus would condemn him eternally one 

day.  Perhaps this was the day he would be cast into the lake of fire.   



“I know who you are—the Holy One of God!”  This was not an 

attempt by the demon to ingratiate himself with Christ.  It was a futile 

attempt to bring Christ under his power.  It was thought in those days, that 

“the exact knowledge of the other’s name brought mastery or control over 

him” (William Lane).  The demon was trying to subdue Christ.  Jesus wasn’t 

having any of it.  “‘Be quiet!’ Jesus said sternly.  ‘Come out of him!’”   The 

demon obeyed promptly and the man escaped without injury.   

 All the people were amazed and said to each other, “What is 
this teaching?  With authority and power he gives orders to evil spirits 
and they come out!”  And the news about him spread throughout the 
surrounding areas.   

Jesus had authority to teach.  He also had authority to exorcise, to heal, to 

forgive, to judge, and to give life.  In fact, all authority in heaven and earth 

was ultimately given to Jesus.  The people were amazed again.  They were 

thunderstruck, and news about him spread quickly throughout the 

surrounding area.   

 Now there are a couple of lessons that I want to point out that arise 

from this episode in the ministry of Jesus.  The first is this.  The demon Jesus 



confronted knew who our Lord was.  He had a lot of theological knowledge 

and understanding.  But it was all to no avail.  Here is J. C. Ryle: 

 Yet this knowledge was a knowledge unaccompanied by faith 
or hope or charity.  Those who possessed it were miserable, fallen 
beings, full of bitter hatred both against God and man. 
 Let us beware of an unsanctified knowledge of Christianity.  It 
is a dangerous possession, but a fearfully common one in these latter 
days.  We may know the Bible intellectually, and have no doubt about 
the truth of its contents.  We may have our memories well stored with 
its leading texts, and be able to talk glibly about its leading doctrines.  
And all this time the Bible may have no influence over our hearts, and 
wills, and consciences.  We may, in reality, be nothing better than the 
devils.  
 Let it never content us to know religion with our heads only.  
We may go on all our lives saying, “I know that, and I know that,” and 
sink at last into hell. 

How can we keep this from happening?  Here are some tests Ryle suggests 

we all take.   

 Does our knowledge of sin make us hate it? 
 Does our knowledge of Christ make us trust and love him? 
 Does our knowledge of God’s will make us strive to do it? 
 Does our knowledge of the fruits of the Spirit make us labour to 
show them in our daily behaviour?   

 The second thing for us to note is this.  When Jesus cast the demon 

out of the man the people were astonished.  They were amazed at the power 

and authority of Jesus to accomplish what they in themselves were 

powerless to do.  They were astounded at his majesty.  But there was 

something else remarkable that Jesus displayed that day.  Think of the tender 



love and mercy Jesus showed to that poor, lost and tormented soul.  Was 

there some work this man could do for Jesus?  No.  Was there some merit in 

him that placed Jesus under obligation?  No.  What Jesus did for him he did 

freely.  Graciously.  Deliverance was purchased at no cost to the man, but at 

infinite cost to Jesus.   

Beloved, Jesus is a tender compassionate friend.  He stoops low to 

shelter and to bless.  The authority he exercises on behalf of his own he 

exercises as a servant, with love, grace, mercy and compassion.  There is a 

prayer in our hymnbook written some 75 years ago by Kate Wilkinson.  It 

expresses the love, power and authority that we as Christians are to yearn 

for.  It is hymn 349.  Let me read it to you: 

May the mind of Christ my Saviour 
Live in me from day to day, 

By his love and power controlling 
All I do and say. 

May the word of God dwell richly 
In my heart from hour to hour, 

So that all my see I triumph 
Only through his power. 

May the love of Jesus fill me 
As the waters fill the sea; 

Him exalting, self-abasing, 
This is victory. 



By God’s grace may the victory be ours.  In Christ’s name.  AMEN. 


