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In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit; AMEN. 

 Over the course of the last several weeks we have been considering 

the plagues God sent upon Egypt and in doing so we have run across several 

recurring themes.  We have seen God's redemptive hand at work in two 

ways.  He is working to bring his people freedom from slavery and freedom 

to serve and follow him, for this is what his people were made for.  And we 

have seen God's redemptive hand at work in bringing judgement and 

destruction upon Pharaoh and his wicked kingdom.  God pulls down those 

strongholds that stand in opposition to his children so his children can know 

true liberty.  It's a two-edged sword we are dealing with here.   

 We have also seen the lordship and sovereignty of God stressed over 

and over again.  This is a lesson that our God insists on teaching--teaching 

both to his own people and to those who hate and revile his name.  There is a 

lesson here that Pharaoh has to learn about the power and glory of God, and 

a lesson that the Israelites have to remember.  It is the same lesson for both--

but a lesson that will terrify one and bring comfort and good cheer to the 

other.  And in this it is a lesson like all the other lessons in the Bible.  Let me 

give you an example of what I mean.  In Psalm 139 David writes,  

Where can I go from your Spirit? 
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Where can I flee from your presence? 
If I go up to the heavens, you are there; 

If I make my bed in the depths, you are there. 
If I rise on the wings of the dawn, 
If I settle on the far side of the sea, 

Even there your hand will guide me, 
Your right hand will hold me fast. 

Now to some that is the best news possible.  It tells them that God is present 

with them to comfort and bless them in all situations.  They are never out of 

the watchful care of their heavenly Father.  But for others, for those who do 

not love God but love only themselves, for those whose ways are evil, this 

omnipresence of God is the worst possible news.  It means that there is 

nowhere they can go to escape the God they consider to be a tyrant.  

Beloved, depending upon the nature of your relationship with God, the Bible 

is either good news--astounding and wonderful news--or horrible news.  One 

or the other. 

 Well let's take a look at plague number six.  As you remember, there 

are three cycles of three plagues each.  The tenth and last plague stands 

alone.  In the first cycle of three plagues, after the magicians of Egypt were 

able to reproduce what Moses had done in the first two plagues, they found 

themselves powerless in the third and were forced to admit that in the 

plagues the supernatural finger of God was at work.  Now at the end of the 

second cycle of three plagues, with the sixth and last plague, we find these 
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same magicians, covered with boils, and unable to stand before Moses.  

They are utterly disgraced, humiliated and defeated.  Turn to the lesson and 

we will see what has happened.   

 Then the Lord said to Moses and Aaron, "Take handfuls of soot 
from a furnace and have Moses toss it into the air in the presence of 
Pharaoh.  It will become fine dust over the whole land of Egypt, and 
festering boils will break out on men and animals throughout the land.   

This plague, like the last plague in the first cycle of three, comes without 

warning, and, as we can see, it is the most terrible one yet.  While the last 

plague attacked livestock, this one attacks both man and beast.  Now, what is 

going on with the soot from the furnace or, as it can be translated, soot from 

a kiln?  There are a couple of possibilities.  It may be that God is using this 

sign to indicate how quickly and how widespread the disease will become.  

Light soot, thrown into the air, will be carried along by the slightest breeze 

and it will contaminate everything it touches.  It may be that the soot will 

resemble the disease that was going to break out on the skin of the Egyptian 

men and animals--dark ugly black splotches.  I think however, that the most 

plausible explanation is this.  The people of Israel knew a lot about soot and 

kilns.  Pharaoh had forced them into hard labour, working at making bricks 

for his various construction projects.  Now God is saying to Pharaoh, "You 

sought to oppress my people with your brick making furnaces.  I will show 
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you what a heavy hand of oppression really looks like and I will use your 

own instrument of oppression to signal the outbreak of a horrible disease.   

 It reminds me of the Second Psalm.  In that psalm we find the nations 

and the kings plotting against the Lord.  They want to break the chains of 

God, for they think that God's restraints against them are oppressive.  They 

do not know the sweetness of the law.  And this is God's reaction to them: 

The one enthroned in heaven laughs; 
The Lord scoffs at them. 

Then he rebukes them in his anger 
And terrifies them in his wrath… 

 Here is another thing to note.  We are told explicitly in verse 8 that 

Moses was to throw the soot in the presence of Pharaoh.  Why was Moses to 

make sure it was done in the king's sight?  To make sure that, once again, 

Pharaoh would understand that a supernatural miracle was taking place.  

This was not some sort of natural phenomenon.  It is God acting in history.  

And as God acts, he brings ever more severe judgements upon Egypt.  God 

is moving from attacking the possessions and households of Egypt to 

attacking the bodies of the Egyptians.  If lesser judgements do not work, 

God will be pleased to send greater ones.  God will do what it takes to get 

your attention. 

 5



 Well, as soon as Moses threw the soot, "festering boils" broke out on 

men and animals.  We don't know for sure what this disease was.  There are 

some who think it was a type of anthrax.  Others suggest smallpox, leprosy 

or something called "Nile scabs."  (Nile scabs sounded so horrible I didn't 

look it up.)  But while we don't know exactly what it was, we know that it 

was dangerous.  In fact, this disease became a threat.  If you turn to 

Deuteronomy 28:27 you will find Moses speaking to the Israelites.  It is his 

final address to them.  And this is what he tells them will happen if they 

should be unfaithful to the covenant of God: 

 The Lord will afflict you with the boils of Egypt and with 
tumors, festering sores and the itch, from which you cannot be cured. 

At this point the magicians of Egypt are utterly defeated.  They disappear 

from the pages of the Old Testament and do not show up again in the Bible 

until they are mentioned in II Timothy3:8.   

 Pharaoh, despite the suffering of his people, was not softened.  In fact, 

it says in verse 12 that "the Lord hardened Pharaoh's heart."  Now this is the 

first time in the plague stories that we hear this.  Earlier it has said that 

Pharaoh's heart was hardened or the Pharaoh hardened his own heart.  Now 

we are told that God has hardened his heart.  God's active hardening of 

Pharaoh is a terrible judgement upon him, but notice this: It is a judgement 
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that Pharaoh heartily embraces.  In hardening Pharaoh's heart God is giving 

that king exactly what he most desires.  God is not making Pharaoh do 

anything he doesn't want to do; instead he is giving him over to his own 

wicked desires.  It is exactly the same thing that the Apostle Paul is speaking 

about in the first chapter of Romans.   

 For although they knew God, they neither glorified him as God 
nor gave thanks to him, but their thinking became futile and their 
foolish hearts were darkened.  Although they claimed to be wise, they 
became fools and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for 
images made to look like mortal man and birds and animals and 
reptiles.   
 Therefore God gave them over in the sinful desires of their 
hearts to sexual impurity for the degrading of their bodies with one 
another…. 
 Because of this, God gave them over to shameful lusts.  Even 
their women exchanged natural relations for unnatural ones.  In the 
same way the men also abandoned natural relations with women and 
were inflamed with lust for one another…. 
 Furthermore, since they did not think it worthwhile to retain the 
knowledge of God, he gave them over to a depraved mind, to do what 
ought not to be done. 

When God gives a sinful, natural man over to what he wants, it is the most 

dire judgement against him this side of hell.   

 Let's turn to our next plague, a plague of hail that destroyed both man 

and beast.  This plague begins the third cycle of three plagues.  It begins as 

earlier ones have begun, with Moses going out to meet Pharaoh in the 

morning to relay the command of God:  
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 Let my people go, that they may worship me, or this time I will 
send the full force of my plagues against you and against your 
officials and your people, so you may know that there is no one like 
me is all the earth. 

There are a couple of things for us to note here.  First, notice the mercy of 

God that is being displayed here.  God could have sent a plague that would 

immediately do away with Pharaoh and his entire nation.  He didn't do that.  

Instead he gave Pharaoh opportunity after opportunity to repent.  He even 

warns Pharaoh to bring the livestock in from the fields.  "Give an order now 

and bring your livestock and everything you have in the field to a place of 

shelter, because the hail will fall on every man and animal that has not been 

brought in and is still out in the field, and they will die."  The problem is not 

that God is unwilling; it is that Pharaoh is unwilling.  Bishop Ryle spoke on 

this matter when commenting on our lesson from Luke 13 in our morning 

service.  This is what he wrote: 

 "I would have gathered thy children," says Christ, "and ye 
would not."  The will of poor hardened unbelieving man, and not the 
will of Christ, is the cause why sinners are lost for evermore.  Christ 
"would" save them, but they will "not be" saved.   
 Let the truth before us sink down into our hearts, and bear fruit 
in our lives.  Let us thoroughly understand that if we die in our sins 
and go to hell, our blood will be upon our own heads.  We cannot lay 
the blame of God the Father, nor of Jesus Christ the Redeemer, nor on 
the Holy Ghost the Comforter.  The promises of the Gospel are wide, 
broad and general.  The readiness of Christ to save sinners is 
unmistakably declared.  If we are lost, we shall have none to find fault 
with but ourselves.  The words of Christ will be our condemnation: 
"Ye will not come unto me, that ye might have life." 
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 Second, we have here an assault against Egyptian gods of nature.  The 

elements supposed to be under their control are, in fact, shown to be under 

the control of the God of the Hebrews.  John Currid has this to say: 

 It is critical to remember that the Egyptians believed their gods 
to be personified in the elements of nature.  The catastrophe of the hail 
was therefore a mockery of the Egyptian heavenly deities, including 
Nut (the female representative of the sky and the personification of 
the vault of heaven), Shu (the supporter of the heavens who holds up 
the sky) and Tefnut (the goddess of moisture). 

 The third thing for us to note is the intensity of the storm.  It came 

with an unheard of ferocity. 

 When Moses stretched out his staff toward the sky, the Lord 
sent thunder and hail, and lightning flashed down to the ground.  So 
the Lord rained hail on the land of Egypt; hail fell and lightning 
flashed back and forth.  It was the worst storm in all the land of Egypt 
since it had become a nation. 

It was the worst storm since Egypt had become a nation.  When we built our 

church, before we could get a mortgage from our denomination's Building 

and Extension Fund, we had to get insurance.  They insisted as part of the 

package we get flood insurance, for our church is apparently on a flood 

plain.  Now I have never known this particular lot to have been flooded.  

Some of you who have been around longer might remember such a thing.  

But in any event, there is a survey of this subdivision that shows the effects 

of a hundred year storm and it indicates that when such a storm falls--and 
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they fall, as I said, only once in a hundred years--we might experience some 

flooding.  The storm that came upon Egypt that day was the most severe 

storm in Egyptian history.  It wasn't a hundred year storm.  It wasn't even a 

five hundred year or thousand year storm.  Egypt became a nation in 3,100 

BC, so we have here a 1,700 year storm.  Nobody had ever seen anything 

like it.   

 Fourth, let's take a look at the reaction of Pharaoh to this disaster.   

 Then Pharaoh summoned Moses and Aaron.  "This time I have 
sinned," he said to them.  "The Lord is in the right, and I and my 
people are in the wrong.  Pray to the Lord, for we have had enough 
thunder and hail.  I will let you go; you don't have to stay any longer." 

"This time I have sinned," he said.  Not the first six times, mind you.  I won't 

go that far.  But this time I was wrong."  Now that is not much of a 

confession.  And as we will find out, it was utterly insincere.  But think of 

this and consider how great the humiliation of Pharaoh is.  Pharaoh claimed 

to be divine.  He claimed to be perfectly righteous.  When people were 

brought before him they were made to bow their heads low to the ground in 

recognition of his purity.  And yet here he is confessing his wickedness 

before the prophets of the God of the people he despises.  He is being forced 

to say, in effect, "God is sovereign, but I am not.  God is holy, but I am not.  
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God is the only one who can bring relief to this situation; I am helpless.  

Moses, please pray for me."   

    

 Now Moses agrees to pray for Pharaoh, even though he knows 

Pharaoh is lying to his face.  But he is not praying that Pharaoh might be 

blessed--he is praying that the Lord God might be manifest. 

 When I have gone out of the city, I will spread out my hands in 
prayer to the Lord.  The thunder will stop and there will be no more 
hail, so you may know that the earth is the Lord's.  But I know that 
you and your officials still do not fear the Lord God.   

The thunder and hail stopped.  The rain came to an end.  And when the 

plague was over the Bible tells us that Pharaoh "sinned again."  He and his 

henchmen hardened their hearts and would not let the people go, just as the 

Lord had said.  I read these words last week which sum up the lesson well: 

 We have a passage in which the god, the righteous god of Egypt 
confesses his sin.  We have a passage in which he lies.  You see, the 
God of Israel is mocking the god of Egypt and is showing his 
sovereignty even in Pharaoh's admission of his sin.  God is sovereign 
over the world, and we see it even here in his command of the sky.  
He is sovereign over his enemies, he is sovereign in his grace and he 
is sovereign in his judgement. Our God rules.     

In Christ's name.  AMEN. 
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Gracious God and heavenly Father, 
 Over and over again we see that you rule and yet we run into events in 
our lives that make it very difficult for us to see this truth.  We struggle with 
it.  We lose jobs.  We lose friends.  We face disease.  We face trials.  And in 
the midst of them, some are so intense that we begin to doubt your control.  
We begin to doubt the goodness of your purposes.  You are reminding us 
here tonight, though, that whatever you ordain is right and it is good in the 
end for your children.  Help us to learn the lesson of your sovereignty--that 
our God reigns and he reigns for the good of his people and for the glory of 
his own name.  We ask it in Christ's name.  AMEN.
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