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In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit; AMEN. 

  

 We are in the section of the Gospel of Luke that details the Galilean 

ministry of Jesus.  Luke summarized that “Galilean springtime” in these 

words: 

 Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of the Spirit, and news 
about him spread through the whole countryside.  He taught in their 
synagogues and everyone praised him.   

Following this summation Luke gave us a sample sermon of Jesus.  He tells 

the story of what happened when Jesus went to speak at his hometown 

synagogue in Nazareth.  Next, Luke gives us what we could call “a day in 

the ministry of Jesus.”  Last week we saw a typical Sabbath morning.  Jesus 

went to the synagogue at Capernaum, where he had set up his headquarters.  

He taught with power and authority, bringing the Word of God to the 

parishioners.  He also displayed his power and authority in the healing of a 

demon possessed man.  He confronted the evil spirit, ordered him to leave 

and leave he did.  The people were amazed.  Thunderstruck.  And the news 

about Jesus and his ministry spread to the surrounding towns and villages. 

In our lesson today, we will see what happened next as Luke 

completes his description of “a day in the life of the Lord.  Let’s read the 

first two verses of our lesson: 



  Jesus left the synagogue and went to the home of Simon.  Now 
Simon’s mother-in-law was suffering from a high fever, and they 
asked Jesus to help her.  So he bent over her and rebuked the fever, 
and it left her.  She got up at once and began to wait on them.   

Jesus left the synagogue and went to Simon Peter’s house for lunch.  It is 

familiar, isn’t it?  Some two thousand years later people are still leaving 

morning church services and being invited over to someone’s house for 

something to eat.  When they arrived, they found that Simon’s mother-in-law 

had a high fever.  It was a dangerous situation in a world where aspirin and 

Tylenol had yet to be invented, where fever and infection took many lives.   

 Now I want you to note something very important here.  The home of 

Simon Peter was a home that was richly blessed.  Simon and Andrew both 

lived there.  They both were called by Jesus.  They both became apostles, 

witnesses to the resurrection and pillars of the church.  Grace had chosen to 

bless this house from before the foundation of the world.  And yet, in this 

house there was fever.  High fever.  Dangerous fever.  Beloved, God sends 

afflictions upon his own and the burdens he makes us bear are no disproof of 

his love.  Perhaps you are carrying a heavy load.  It might be physical.  It 

might be emotional.  It might have to do with a family member or a situation 

at work.  Do not say, “That this burden had landed on me must mean that 

God has forgotten me—or worse, that God has set his face against me.”  The 



burdens themselves are no such proof at all.  Think of the Apostle Paul.  He 

was given a thorn in the flesh.  Three times he pleaded that it might be 

removed.  It wasn’t.  Instead, it became the vehicle through which Paul 

learned of the complete sufficiency of God’s grace.  “My grace is sufficient 

for you,” was the answer Jesus gave him.  And this weakness became the 

means through which the power of God was to shine through the ministry of 

Paul all the more brightly.  It was a weakness that better displayed the power 

of God; it was a weakness Paul learned to glory in.  There is a wonderful 

passage from the Letter to the Hebrews that addresses this situation: 

My son, do not make light of the Lord’s discipline, 
and do not lose heart when he rebukes you, 
because the Lord disciplines those he loves, 

and he punishes everyone he accepts as a son. 

Endure hardship as a discipline; God is treating you as sons.  For what 
son is not disciplined by his father?... God disciplines us for our good, 
that we may share in his holiness.  No discipline seems pleasant at the 
time, but painful.  Later on, however, it produces a harvest of 
righteousness and peace for those who have been trained by it.    

It may be that with your burden God has sown seeds that will bring 

righteousness and peace. 

 Peter’s mother-in-law lay sick with a fever.  Jesus bent down over her 

and rebuked the fever.  Then the Scriptures say, “It left her.  She got up at 

once and began to wait on them.”  Now notice these things about the cure 

Jesus bestows.  First, it was sudden.  The fever left immediately.  It didn’t 



gradually subside and fade away.  It simply vanished.  It was gone for good.  

Second, it was complete.  Peter’s mother–in-law did not say, “The fever is 

gone, but I am just exhausted.  It is going to take me a few days if not weeks  

to recover.”  No.  Every symptom had gone.  There was no weakness left.  

The recovery was total.  And third, she got up immediately and began to 

wait on them.  She got the lunch ready.  That is an example of what Jesus 

does in every believer’s life.  He saves us in order that we might serve him 

as he desires.   

 Lets look at the next two verses. 

 When the sun was setting, the people brought to Jesus all who 
had various kinds of sickness, and laying his hands on each one, he 
healed them.  Moreover, demons came out of many people, shouting, 
“You are the Son of God!”  But he rebuked them and would not allow 
them to speak, because he knew he was the Christ.   

On the Sabbath day, according to the traditions of the elders, Jews couldn’t 

travel more than a kilometer or so and they weren’t allowed to carry any 

burdens.  When the sun set the Sabbath was over, and so people began to 

make their way to Simon’s house.  That evening they brought all their sick 

and infirm loved ones with them.  People with all manner of diseases came.   

Paralytics.  Lepers.  People with fevers.  The blind.  The whole town showed 

up seeking to be healed.  And that is what Jesus did.  He laid his hands on 

them and healed them.   



Calvin spoke of the significance of the laying on of hands here.  He 

said that it signified a number of things.  It was a sign of reconciliation 

between God and man.  It was a sign that the curse of God had been 

absolved.  It was a ritual of consecration, in which people were set aside to 

serve the Lord.  And it was the way in which Jesus commended the sick and 

demon possessed to the Father, to win them grace and deliverance from their 

afflictions.  William Hendriksen adds two important points here.  He says 

that the laying on of hands was a sign of the outflow of divine power from 

Jesus to the people.  And he says that it was a sign of the personal, loving 

nature of the power of Jesus.  You can think of it this way.  All the immense 

power of God is always personal.  It is not sheer, impersonal, brute force.  

All Jesus’ immense kingdom power and authority he bestows here through 

the tender, personal touch of his hand.  How often we see that done in 

Scripture.  Jesus is the Good Shepherd.  He is the Great Physician.  He is the 

bosom Friend who is closer than a brother.  Listen to these words and you 

will get a sense of the personal power and compassion of our Lord: 

 Come, all you who are thirsty, come to the waters; and you who 
have no money, come, but and eat!  Come, buy wine and milk without 
money and without cost.  Why spend money on what is not bread, and 
your labour on what does not satisfy?  Listen, listen to me, and eat 
what is good, and your soul will delight in the richest of fare.  Give 
ear and come to me; hear me, that your soul may live.  I will make an 
everlasting covenant with you, my faithful love promised to David.  



 Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will 
give you rest.  Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am 
gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.  For 
my yoke is easy and my burden is light. 

 He tends his flock like a shepherd: He gathers the lambs in his 
arms and carries them close to his heart; he gently leads those that 
have young.   

 A bruised reed he will not break, and a smoldering wick he will 
not snuff out. 

James Boice once spoke on a subject that is relevant here.  In a study 

on the Holy Spirit he asked the question, “Is the Holy Spirit a power or is he 

a person?”  He said that it was a tremendously important matter to get right, 

because if the Holy Spirit were merely a power, an impersonal force, our 

question would be, “How can we get more of it.  How can we get more of 

that power?”  If, however, we recognize that the Holy Spirit is a person, our 

question will be, “How can the Holy Spirit get more of me?”  That question, 

if we take it seriously, will lead us to a deeper repentance, a greater hatred of 

sin and a greater hunger for righteousness.  It will lead us to a closer walk 

with Jesus.  Make that your prayer today.  “Lord Jesus, take more of me.  

Take my head and my heart, my hands and my feet.  Take my thoughts and 

my words and my deeds.  Let them be fixed upon you and you alone; let me 

be an instrument of your glory.” 



Well, the next morning Jesus got up early, just at daybreak.  I’ll pick 

up the lesson from verse 42: 

 At daybreak Jesus went out to a solitary place.  The people 
were looking for him and when they came to where he was, they tried 
to keep him from leaving them.  But he said, “I must preach the good 
news of the kingdom of God to the other towns also, because that is 
why I was sent.”  And he kept on preaching in the synagogues of 
Judea. 

Jesus went to a quiet place to pray.  He needed a time of refreshment after 

the strenuous day that he had had.  He must have been exhausted.  In a few 

months we will be coming to Luke 8.  There we will find the story of the 

woman who had been bleeding for 12 years, a poor soul that no one could 

help.  As Jesus walked by, she reached out and touched the hem of his cloak.  

Her bleeding stopped immediately and Jesus quickly asked, “Who touched 

me?”  You see, when that woman touched him, Jesus felt the power going 

out of him.  If he felt that way with the touch of a single woman, imagine 

how drained he must have felt following the healing of so many.   

Simon and his companions sought the Lord out.  (They are not named 

here; they are named in Mark’s account.)  They entreated him to return to 

Capernaum.  They wanted more of the same.  Imagine it.  Jesus could stay at 

Simon’s house.  He could heal everyone who came to the door.  Pretty soon 



not just the whole town, but the whole of Galilee, the whole of Judea, the 

whole world would come beating a path to their door.  Jesus wasn’t having 

any of it.  He had not come for that reason.  Instead, he tells them, he had 

come to preach the kingdom of God.  Here Jesus puts things in their proper 

perspective. His miraculous healings were not in and of themselves 

important.  They were only important in so far as they pointed to the 

message that Jesus brought about the kingdom of God.  You can to think of 

his healing miracles—in fact all of his miracles—as billboards.  They are 

billboards announcing that the King has come and his kingdom is breaking 

in.  His healing miracles proclaim, as did John the Baptist, “Behold the 

Lamb of God, who taketh away the sin of the world.”  If they were to be 

divorced from this message, they would not mean anything.   

I remember seeing a videotape some years ago.  The tape contained an 

interview with a man dying of AIDS.  He had lived a wretched, degrading 

lifestyle and as a result was wasting away because of this dreadful disease.  

But he wasn’t in despair; he was of good cheer.  You see, sometime after he 

was infected Christ reached out and saved him.  He washed him in his blood 

and carried all his sins away.  He gave him a new heart and a peace that was 

beyond understanding.  The person doing the interview asked the sick man, 

“If you had a choice—health or Jesus Christ—what would you do?”  The 



man was unequivocal: Much better to have AIDS and Jesus Christ than to 

have health without him.   

“I must preach the good news of the kingdom of God to the other 

towns also, because that is why I was sent.”   Here in Luke, for the first of 

some thirty times, we find mentioned the Kingdom of God.  Jesus preaches 

it.  He speaks of seeking it and of entering it.  He says that it is at hand; he 

also indicates that it is to come.  He tells us that it is essentially spiritual—it 

is not of this world—and yet it embraces earthly life as well.  What is the 

Kingdom of God?  It is the rule of God, recognized in the hearts of his 

people, lived out in their lives, bringing them complete salvation, gathering 

them together in his church, and finally redeeming completely the whole 

universe that it might give glory to God. 

The kingdom of God means God’s rule.  His sovereignty.  We pray 

about that together every Sunday when in the words of Christ we say, “Thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.”  Lord, rule our 

lives.  Grant us power to live according to your will and laws.  Make us 

obedient and teachable disciples.  Heal us from being turned in on ourselves 

and grant us grace to look instead to Jesus Christ.  We are sick of trying to 

run things ourselves; let Christ rule our hearts. 



The kingdom of God means a salvation that is full and free.  It 

includes all the blessings—spiritual and material, for body and soul—that 

result when God is enthroned in our hearts and recognized and obeyed as the 

King of kings he is.  These blessings are described this way in the 

Heidelberg Catechism in answer to the question, “What is true faith?”  

Listen to this: 

Q. 21  What is true faith? 

A.  It is not only a certain knowledge by which I accept as true 
all that God has revealed to us in his Word, but also a wholehearted 
trust which the Holy Spirit creates in me through the gospel that, not 
only to others, but to me also God has given the forgiveness of sins, 
everlasting righteousness and salvation, out of free grace solely for 
the sake of Christ’s saving work. 

 The kingdom of God means the community of believers who have 

been called by Christ out of the world into his church.  If I am tied to Christ 

by faith and you are tied to Christ by faith, then we are tied to one another 

by Christ and if he is not ashamed to call us brothers, then we are not to be 

ashamed to name each other brother and sister.  We are to lvoe and care for 

one another, encouraging one another and carrying one another’s burdens.  

Kingdom life is life lived out with one another in the church. 



 The kingdom of God means a redeemed universe.  At an hour only 

God knows, there will be a new heaven and a new earth.  The kingdom will 

come in all its fullness.  There is a picture of that in the Book of Revelation.  

John writes,  

Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven 
and the first earth had passed away, and the sea was no more.  And I 
saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven 
from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband; and I heard a 
great voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling of God is 
with men.  He will dwell with them, and they shall be his people, and 
God himself will be with them; he will wipe away every tear from 
their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning 
nor crying nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed 
away.” 

Those who live and die in the Lord will see him face to face.  He will 

tenderly wipe away their tears.  There will be no more crying or mourning or 

pain anymore.  These spoilers—these enemies—will be vanquished forever.   

 Do you see how the physical healings Jesus brought, as glorious as 

they were, fade into insignificance when compared with the message of the 

kingdom of God he brings?  More important, have you, you personally, 

heard and received this good news?  Is God enthroned in your heart?  Has he 

washed you with his blood and moved you to live in obedience to him?  Has 

he bound you to other believers in his church, that together you might better 

serve him and give him glory?  Do you look with anticipation for his coming 



again at the end of all history and that glorious Day when you will stand 

before him and see him face to face?  If that is true of you, rejoice, for you 

have been truly blessed.  If not, then cry out to the Lord until you have heard 

and received the good news of the kingdom in hour heart.  You may be a 

mighty sinner, but Jesus is a mighty Saviour, and he has saved even worse 

than you.  Look to him and live.  We’re going to pray about that now.  Bow 

your heads.  Close your eyes.  All of you whom the Lord has touched and 

blessed, pray this prayer with me in your heart.   

Lord Jesus, You have freely, graciously, given yourself that my sins 
might be forgiven.  You have washed me and made me new.  You have given 
me a new heart and a new will and a new direction and I love you for it.  
Continue to hold me close, dear Lord.  Do not let me neglect so great a 
salvation, but rather, moment-by-moment, day-by-day, move me to a deeper 
reverence for you and a fuller obedience to your will.  Let your will be 
accomplished in my life and grant me grace so that in all I think and say and 
do, you might be glorified and praised.  Amen. 

Please keep your heads bowed.  If the Lord has not given you grace 

and touched your heart with forgiveness and new life, pray this prayer with 

me in your heart; it may be that God will deal compassionately with you: 

Lord Jesus, Will you come in and take over my life right now?  I 
know I don’t deserve it.  I know I haven’t earned it.  I am a sinner.  I have 
scorned you for so very long.  And I also know that if you were to refuse me 
salvation I would have no right to complain; I would only be getting what I 
deserve.  Will you bless me anyway?  Will you give me mercy instead of 
justice?  Will you show compassion on a trapped and helpless wretch?  I 
believe that your sacrifice at Calvary contains grace enough for even me.  
Please apply it to my heart and take me to yourself.  Amen. 



If you prayed that prayer in your heart for the first time, take heart, for our 

Lord is merciful and gracious, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast 

love.  He will not despise a broken and contrite spirit.  After the service, 

come and talk to me.  We’ll get together for prayer and talk.  We’ll close 

with hymn 499, “The Master Has Come and He Calls Us.” 


