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In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit; AMEN. 

 Last week we began our study of the life of Moses.  We did so by 

taking an overview of the Torah—the first five books of the Bible.  Let me 

briefly recap.  Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers and Deuteronomy, 

books all written by Moses under the inspiration and superintendence of the 

Holy Spirit, trace the history of man from its first beginnings in time in the 

Garden of Eden to the point where God’s people stand on the shores of the 

Jordan River and prepare to enter into the Promised Land.  These books 

form an historical narrative.  They are not legend or myth or fairy tale; the 

events detailed in them really happened.   

But there is more to this story than historical facts, for God has so 

organized and arranged this history that it paints a picture of salvation.  To 

put it another way, we find in these pages a portrait of the Christian life.  In 

Genesis we see the electing love of God, as he chooses a people to be his 

own.  In Exodus we see in Moses a foreshadowing of the Messiah who is to 

come to save his people from the bondage of sin.  Leviticus teaches us how a 

people stained with sin can approach the holy and living God in a way that is 

pleasing and acceptable to him.  Numbers lifts us the dire consequences of 

disobedience.  Deuteronomy is a call to recommitment to the will and the 
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ways of the Lord.  In the story of the Israelites being chosen, set free and led 

to the Promised Land, we have, spiritually speaking, the story of the 

Christian, being chosen from before the foundation of the world, being set 

free from his sins by Christ, and being led through the wilderness of this 

world to the everlasting kingdom.  The Torah is history and salvation history 

and as such it is of vital concern to each and every one of us. 

Let’s turn to our lesson.   

These are the names of the sons of Israel who went to Egypt 
with Jacob, each with his family: Reuben, Simeon, Levi and Judah; 
Issachar, Zebulun and Benjamin; Dan and Naphtali; Gad and Asher.  
The descendants of Jacob numbered seventy in all; Joseph was 
already in Egypt.  

In Egypt the Israelites prospered.  They were "fruitful and multiplied greatly 

and became exceedingly numerous, so that the land was filled with them."  

They were fruitful and multiplied.  This was no accident.  On one hand the 

people were fulfilling the commandment first given to Adam and later given 

to Noah, to multiply and fill the earth.  On the other hand, God was being 

gracious to them and was fulfilling the promise he made to Abraham, that he 

would multiply his descendants until they were as the stars of heaven and the 

sand upon the seashore.  Now here’s the point.  It has now become clear—

undeniable—that the Hebrews are the children of God, are being blessed by 

 3



him and stand under his protection (Currid, vol. 1, p.44).  They are 

prospering in Egypt because God is prospering them. 

But there was trouble on the horizon.  The Bible tells us that "...a new 

king, who did not know about Joseph, came to power in Egypt."  A new 

king.  To understand this properly we need to take a detour to the Book of 

Acts and the Book of Isaiah.  In Acts, in his sermon before the Sanhedrin, 

just before he was martyred, Stephen recounts this same story of his people 

in Egypt.  He says, "...another king, who knew nothing about Joseph, 

became ruler of Egypt."  “Another king.”  In the Greek language of Stephen 

there are two words for "another" and they have slightly different shades of 

meaning.  The word "allos" means another of the same kind.  You would use 

it, for example, to say, “Give me another potato chip” if you wanted a chip 

of the same kind from the same bowl that had recently been passed to you.  

The word "hetero" means “another of a different kind.”  You would use it if 

you wanted another potato chip, but this time a different kind—say a 

barbequed or ketchup flavoured one.  Stephen uses the word "hetero."  He is 

saying that this new king of Egypt wasn't just the next prince in line for the 

throne.  He was different from the others before him.  He was of a different 

family and he began a different dynasty altogether. 
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Now let's go to Isaiah.  The New King James Version is clearer here 

than the NIV.  The new Pharaoh was, as Isaiah 52:4 tells us, Assyrian by 

birth.  Isaiah says this as he speaks the Word of the Lord.  "My people went 

down at first into Egypt to dwell there; Then the Assyrian oppressed them 

without cause."  This new king looked around and surveyed the scene.  He 

saw how powerful the Israelites had become.  He became worried.  He made 

his assessment.  They were a threat to him.  He made his decision: 

"Look," he said to his people, [Note: he says this to his people--
to the Assyrians who have, along with him, taken over, not native born 
Egyptians] "Look, the Israelites have become much too numerous for 
us.  [Note: Too numerous for us, that is, too numerous for the 
Assyrians in Egypt, not the Egyptians in Egypt].  Come, we must deal 
shrewdly with them or they will become even more numerous and, if 
war breaks out, [war between the native Egyptians and their new 
Assyrian masters] will join our enemies, [the native Egyptians] fight 
against us and leave the country. 

The new king, thinking the Israelites a threat to his security, took 

measures against them.  First off, he made them slaves.  "So they put slave 

masters over them to oppress them with forced labour, and they built Pithom 

and Rameses as store cities for Pharaoh."  The words “forced labour” here 

have the sense of “heavy burdens.”  That is, Pharaoh placed heavy burdens 

of labour their backs.  He tried to weigh them down and crush them.  

Beloved, whenever you hear or read the word “burden” in Scripture, I would 
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have you think of two things.  First, think of the picture John Bunyan drew 

of the Christian in The Pilgrim’s Progress: 

As I walk’d through the wilderness of this world, I lighted on a 
certain place where was a den, and I laid me down in that place to 
sleep; and as I slept, I dreamed a dream.  I dreamed, and behold I saw 
a man cloathed with rags, standing in a certain place, with his face 
from his own house, a book in his hand and a great burden on his 
back.  I looked, and saw him open the book and read therein; and as 
he read, he wept and trembled; and not being able long to contain, he 
brake out with a lamentable cry, saying, “What shall I do?”   

And second, think of Christ, for he has come to take our burdens away.  His 

word to us is this: “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I 

will give you rest.  Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am 

gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.  For my 

yoke is easy and my burden is light.”     

Pharaoh’s initial measures against the Israelites didn’t work.  As the 

Bible says, "the more they were oppressed, the more they multiplied and 

spread."  Here we have a great biblical principle that is displayed over and 

over again throughout the history of the church.  When God’s church suffers 

persecution and oppression, it prospers.  It happened in Egypt.  It happened 

in the early church period.  It happened at the time of the Reformation.  It is 

happening today in China and in parts of Africa where to name the name of 

Christ can cost you your livelihood, your family or your freedom.  God 
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invariably blesses those who suffer persecution for his sake.  In his First 

Letter Peter writes about this to the church that has been scattered by 

persecutions:  

Dear friends, do not be surprised at the painful trial you are 
suffering, as though something strange were happening to you.  But 
rejoice that you participate in the sufferings of Christ, so that you may 
be overjoyed when his glory is revealed.  If you are insulted because 
of the name of Christ, you are blessed, for the Spirit of glory and of 
God rests on you.  If you suffer, it should not be as a murderer or thief 
or any other kind of criminal, or even as a meddler.  However, if you 
suffer as a Christian, do not be ashamed but praise God that you bear 
that name. 

When the first measures didn’t prevail against the Israelites, measures 

even more harsh and oppressive were brought to bear against them.  The 

Egyptians "worked them ruthlessly.  They made their lives bitter with hard 

labour in brick and mortar and with all kinds of work in the field."  But God 

continued to bless them.  Listen to what A. W. Pink has to say about it:  

This proves how thoroughly vain it is to fight against the 
purpose of him who has sworn, "My counsel shall stand, and I will do 
all my pleasure" (Isaiah 64:10).  Pharaoh might purpose to "deal 
wisely," but "the wisdom of this world is foolishness with God" (I 
Corinthians 3:19).... It also illustrates a principle which has been 
exemplified again and again in the history of Christendom.  Times of 
severest trial have always been seasons of blessing to the people of 
God.... Opposition should cast us back more and more upon God.  
Persecution results in separating us from the world.  Suffering ought 
to refine. 
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The king's fight against God's people then escalated even further.  He 

devised a plan of remarkable wickedness.  He would bring an end to the 

Israelites by having all their baby boys killed.  When the Israelite midwives 

wouldn't do it, he ordered his own people to throw all the newborn baby 

boys into the Nile.  Beloved, this is much more than a particularly nasty and 

brutish political episode.  It is a cosmic battle between the people of God and 

the offspring of Satan.  Cast your mind back to Genesis 3.  There God 

declares to the Serpent who represents Satan, that there will be "enmity 

between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers."  The 

offspring of Satan--Cain, Lamech, Nimrod, Ishmael, Esau, Pharaoh--will 

ever seek the destruction of the children of God.  They will ever seek to 

prevent the purposes of God from being accomplished.  And remember—

what we have here is not only an attack upon the people of God, it is an 

attack on the future Messiah and on God’s plan of salvation.  The Messiah 

was to come from the Jews.  Eliminate them and you would eliminate the 

Messiah.  The covenant would fail.  That is what is at stake here.  Will there 

be a people saved so that the whole world might be blessed, or will all 

likewise perish?   

We know the answer to that question.  God is sovereign.  His purposes 

stand.  Not only will his enemies never succeed, God will use them against 
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their own wills as his instruments in the furthering of his good purposes.  

God will take their evil and use it for good and will preserve his people and 

see to it that his covenant promises will prevail and that his people will 

praise and glorify him throughout eternity.   

The last portion of our lesson is a good illustration of that.  A Levite 

couple had a baby.  When he was three months old, they couldn't hide him 

from the authorities any longer.  The mother got a basket, coated it with 

pitch and put the baby inside.  She then hid the basket among the bull rushes 

on the bank of the Nile.  The Bible tells us what happens next: 

Then Pharaoh's daughter went down to the Nile to bathe, and 
her attendants were walking along the riverbank.  She saw the basket 
among the reeds and sent he slave girl to get it.  She opened it and saw 
the baby.  He was crying, and she felt sorry for him.  "This is one of 
the Hebrew babies," she said. 

Then his sister asked Pharaoh's daughter, "Shall I go and get 
one of the Hebrew women to nurse the baby for you?" 

“Yes, go," she answered.  And the girl went and got the baby's 
mother.  Pharaoh's daughter said to her, "Take this baby and nurse him 
for me, and I will pay you."  So the woman took the baby and nursed 
him.  When the child grew older, she took him to Pharaoh's daughter 
and he became her son.  She named him Moses, saying, "I drew him 
out of the water." 

God arranged things in his providence so that not only would his people be 

preserved, but the King of Egypt himself would support, educate and raise in 

his household the very one who would lead the people of God out of slavery 

and into freedom and crush the armies of Egypt.  What irony! 
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We are going to take a look at Moses over the course of the next 

several months.  In him God raised up a remarkable man.  A more 

remarkable one you will be hard pressed to find.  He was so many things.  

Prophet, priest and king.  Receiver of the Law of God.  Author of the first 

five books of the Bible.  Biblical writer I. M. Haldeman said this of Moses: 

He was the child of a slave, and the son of a queen.  He was 
born in a hut, and lived in a palace.  He inherited poverty, and enjoyed 
unlimited wealth.  He was the leader of armies, and the keeper of 
flocks.  He was the mightiest of warriors, and the meekest of men.  He 
was educated in the court, and dwelt in the desert.  He had the wisdom 
of Egypt, and the faith of a child.  He was fitted for the city, and 
wandered in the wilderness.  He was tempted with the pleasures of 
sin, and endured the hardships of virtue.  He was backward in speech, 
and talked with God.  He had the rod of a shepherd, and the power of 
the infinite.  He was a fugitive from Pharaoh, and an ambassador from 
heaven.  He was the giver of the Law, and the forerunner of grace.  He 
died alone on Mount Moab, and appeared with Christ in Judea.  No 
man assisted at his funeral, yet God buried him. 

Yet even more important than considering the man, we will look at the Law 

he brought down from the mountain and consider how it speaks to us today.  

Where does the law fit into the Christian's life?  What is its purpose?  What 

does it do and what doesn't it do?  What must we know about the Law so 

that our thinking and our living might honour and bless the Almighty, giving 

him alone the glory?  There are some terribly important questions for us.  

God grant us grace that we might have teachable and obedient spirits as we 

search the Scriptures for his truth.  In Christ's name.  AMEN. 
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