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In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit; AMEN. 

 The contest between Pharaoh and the Lord God has almost ended.  

Opportunity after opportunity had been given the Egyptian king to repent.  

Warning after warning and plague after plague had been sent.  But Egypt's 

ruler still hardened his heart.  One more judgement has` been appointed, and 

this one proved to be the heaviest of them all.  After this, Pharaoh will not 

just let the people of Israel go, he will drive them out of Egypt, so eager will 

he be to see the last of them.  And when that change takes place, and he ends 

up doing what God all along has said he will do, Pharaoh will demonstrate 

the absurd folly of trying to resist the will of Jehovah.  Let me mention a few 

verses in other places in the Bible that confirm the truth of God's utter 

sovereignty and overarching power. 

 Many are the plans in a man's heart, but it is the Lord's purpose 
that prevails (Proverbs 19:21). 

 For the Lord Almighty has purposed, and who can thwart him?  
His hand is stretched out, and who can turn it back (Isaiah 14:27)? 

 I am God, and here is no other; I am God, and here is none like 
me.  I make known the end from the beginning, from ancient times, 
what is still to come.  I say: My purpose will stand, and I will do all 
that I please…. What I have said, that will I bring about; what I have 
planned, that will I do (Isaiah 46:9b-11). 

   Beloved, it doesn't matter if the one who is opposing the Lord is the 

most powerful man in the most powerful empire on earth.  God is able to 
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bring low all who oppose him.  Do you remember what happened to 

Nebuchadnezzar?  He was the King of Babylon.  He was walking on the roof 

of his palace, glorying in all that he had built by his power for the glory of 

his name.  And then the prophecy of the Lord came true: 

 You will be driven away from people and will live with the wild 
animals; you will eat grass like cattle and be drenched with the dew of 
heaven.  Seven times [years] will pass by for you until you 
acknowledge that the Most High is sovereign over the kingdoms of 
men and gives them to anyone he wishes. 

Pharaoh had said, "Who is the Lord that I should obey him and let Israel go?  

I do not know the Lord and I will not let Israel go."  The time is now 

dawning when Pharaoh will be glad to be rid of the people whose God has 

so troubled him and his Egyptian nation.   

 Let's turn again to our lesson.  It begins, 

 Now the Lord had said to Moses, "I will bring one more plague 
on Pharaoh and on Egypt.  After that, he will let you go from here, and 
when he does, he will drive you out completely.   

Let me make a couple of points here.  First, the Lord has already brought 

nine plagues upon Egypt.  Note this well: he has brought them.  They were 

not, as some contend, simply natural disasters of one sort or another.  They 

came from the chastening hand of the Lord who brought them down upon 

the heads of the Egyptians for his glory.  You see, in these plagues God has 

shown the world what he is like.  On the one hand he has demonstrated his 
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power over the forces of evil and his determination to bring them to a 

crushing defeat while on the other he has displayed his redeeming love for 

those who were his own and his determination to set them free that they 

might worship and serve him.  We have in the plagues, then, a demonstration 

of both God's righteousness and mercy.   

 The second thing to note about these opening words is their 

specificity.  That is, God tells Moses exactly what is going to happen.  He 

does it in detail.  And so he demonstrates once again he is sovereign and his 

plans are accomplished without fail.  There will be one more plague.  And 

the result?  Pharaoh will let the Israelites go.  He will drive them out 

completely.  Pharaoh has previously said that he would let the Israelite men 

go, but not the women and children.  Then he said that the women and 

children could go, but not the Israelite flocks and herds.  And earlier he had 

said that they could go, but not too far.  Now all those restrictions are to be 

lifted.  Now Pharaoh will be eager to let the Israelites go.  At this point he 

has changed his view completely, as God himself had predicted.   

 The lesson continues, "'Tell the people that men and women alike are 

to ask their neighbours for articles of silver and gold.'  (The Lord made the 

Egyptians favourably disposed toward the people, and Moses himself was 

highly regarded in Egypt by Pharaoh's officials and by the people.)"  This 
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command confirms the prophecy found in Exodus 3:21, 22, when God 

speaks to Moses from the burning bush.      

 I will make the Egyptians favourably disposed toward this 
people, so that when you leave you will not go empty-handed.  Every 
woman is to ask her neighbour and any woman living in her house for 
articles of silver and gold and for clothing, which you will put on your 
sons and daughters.  And so you will plunder Egypt. 

It is also the fulfillment of a promise God made to Abraham four hundred 

years earlier, when he made a covenant with him.  These words are found in 

Genesis 15: 

 Then the Lord said to him, "Know for certain that your 
descendants will be strangers in a country not their own, and they will 
be enslaved and mistreated four hundred years.  But I will punish the 
nation they serve as slaves, and afterward they will come out with 
great possessions. 

Two things need to be said.  First of all, in plundering the Egyptians of this 

wealth the Israelites were simply taking what was their due.  For four 

hundred years they had toiled as slaves in the land.  They had fully earned 

what they were asking for.  And second, we find here an illustration of the 

truth that no word of God can fail.  Think of it.  For many long years the 

Israelites had been a nation of slaves, toiling at the brick kilns of Egypt.  

There was no outward sign or indication that they were likely to leave Egypt 

with "great possessions."  Nor was there any reason to think that the people 

of Egypt might become favourably disposed to their slaves.  Quite the 

opposite.  People tend to hate those whom they oppress.  And then they hate 
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them more because they oppress them.  It's a vicious circle.  And so the very 

thought that this might change must have seemed foolish to many.   But the 

people of God are not to walk by sight but by faith.  We are to know the 

promises of God and to trust that in God's own way and in his own time they 

will come to pass just as he has promised.  How could they not, when our 

God is true and faithful and is not a man, that he should change his mind?  

This fulfillment of a promise given to Abraham some four hundred years 

earlier, then, shows us today the certainty of God making good on all of his 

promises.  What seems foolish to the world is not foolish to God or to his 

people. 

 Let's turn back to the lesson, picking it up at verse 4: 

 So Moses said, "This is what the Lord says: 'About midnight I 
will go throughout Egypt.  Every firstborn son in Egypt will die, from 
the firstborn son of Pharaoh, who sits on the throne, to the firstborn 
son of the slave girl, who is at he hand mill, and all the firstborn of the 
cattle as well.   

Because Pharaoh will not let God's people go out of Egypt, God will go out 

in Egypt.  It will happen about midnight.  Now think about this.  The "dark" 

darkness is still surrounding the Egyptians.  They can see nothing.  They can 

only hear the words of Moses.  And remember, night time was an especially 

fearful time for the Egyptians.  It was in these hours that they believed their 

sun god had departed to the underworld and so was no longer protecting 
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them.  This message was one of utter terror.  But for the Israelites there was 

no fear.  They knew that "he who watches over Israel will neither slumber 

nor sleep." 

 "There will be a loud wailing throughout Egypt--worse than there has 

ever been or ever will be again."  This wailing is not a matter of weeping and 

lamentation.  It is, instead, a loud call for help.  It is the same word used 

when the Israelites cried out to their God for deliverance from Egyptian 

oppression.  The Egyptians are crying out to their gods for help and 

deliverance from this dreadful plague.  When the Hebrews cried out to the 

Lord, he had heard them.  He said to Moses, "I have indeed seen the misery 

of my people in Egypt.  I have heard them crying out because of their slave 

drivers and I am concerned about their suffering.  So I have come down to 

rescue them from the hand of the Egyptians and to bring them up out of that 

land into a good and spacious land, a land flowing with milk and honey…"  

When the Egyptians cry out to their gods, their gods do not reply.  Their 

gods cannot help.  The prophet Habakkuk put it this way: 

 Of what value is an idol, since a man has carved it?  Or an 
image that teaches lies?  For he who makes it trusts in his own 
creation; he makes idols that cannot speak.  Woe to him who says to 
wood, "Come to life!"  Or to lifeless stone, "Wake up!"  Can it give 
guidance?  It is covered with gold and silver; there is no breath in it.  
But the Lord is in his holy temple; let all the earth be silent before 
him. 
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 The lesson continues. 

 "But among the Israelites not a dog will bark at any man or animal.  
Then you will know that the Lord makes a distinction between Egypt and 
Israel.  All these officials of yours will come to me, bowing down before me 
and saying, 'Go, you and all the people who follow you!'  After that I will 
leave."  Then Moses, hot with anger, left Pharaoh. 

Here we see the absolute sovereignty of divine grace.  As we will see when 

the Israelites enter the desert by way of the Red Sea, they equally with the 

Egyptians merited the wrath of God.  They too would bow down and 

worship idols.  They too would complain about their lot when instead they 

should have been lifting their hearts in thanksgiving and praise.  It was not 

because of any virtue or goodness in them that God spared the Israelites.  

They too had sinned and come short of the glory of God.  It was simply 

according to his own good pleasure that God made a distinction between the 

Israelites and the Egyptians.  His word to Moses is, "I will have mercy one 

whom I have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I have 

compassion."  And Paul puts it in Romans, "Therefore God has mercy on 

whom he wants to have mercy, and he hardens whom he wants to harden."   

 It is the same today.  Some are in Christ.  Many are out of Christ.  

God's sovereign grace alone makes the difference.  In I Corinthians 4:7 Paul 
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asks the question, "For who makes you different from anyone else?"  The 

only answer can be, "God."  "God makes you different."  It is not that your 

hearts are by nature more tender, more responsive to the Holy Spirit than 

unbelievers that you have responded to Christ.  It is not that your wills are 

more pliable and less stubborn than the unbeliever's.  It is not that you are 

smarter and so have come to see that you need a Saviour.   Not at all.  The 

difference is because of God.  He has shown you mercy.  He had dealt with 

you compassionately rather than according to his strict justice.  Beloved, it 

does not depend upon how wills or runs, but on God who has mercy.   

 Let me make an aside here.  The doctrine of divine sovereignty, 

especially as it touches election, is one of the most unpopular doctrines of 

the church.  It is seen as an insult and affront, because while it leaves 

responsibility for damnation entirely with man and his refusal to repent, it 

puts the credit for salvation entirely upon God.  That you are saved is not an 

occasion for your boasting--it is an occasion for your coming before God in 

utter humility and meekness.  In the Christian faith there is no room for self-

righteousness.  Listen to Spurgeon on this point: 

 Men will allow God to be everywhere except upon his throne.  
They will allow him to be in his workshop to fashion worlds and to 
make stars.  They will allow him to be in his almonry to dispense his 
alms and bestow his bounties.  They will allow him to sustain the 
earth and bear up the pillars thereof, or light the lamps of heaven, or 
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rule the waves of the ever-moving ocean; but when God ascends his 
throne, his creatures gnash their teeth; and when we proclaim an 
enthroned God and his right to do as he wills with his own, to dispose 
of his creatures as he thinks well, without consulting them in that 
matter, then it is that we are hissed and execrated, and then it is that 
men turn a deaf ear to us, for God on his throne is not the God they 
love.  They love him anywhere better than they do when he sits with 
his sceptre in his hand and his crown upon his head.  But it is God 
upon the throne that we love to preach.  It is God upon his throne 
whom we trust.  It is God upon the throne of whom we speak.  I 
believe he has a right to do as he wills with his own, and that he 
exercises that right. 

 "But among the Israelites not a dog will bark at any man or animal."  

To understand this, you need to picture what happens on Passover night.  

Thick darkness covers the land.  On every side, in every town, in every 

house not marked with the blood of the lamb, weeping and crying goes up to 

idols pleading for help.  There is a movement outside as hundreds of 

thousands of Israelites begin to move from this house of bondage and 

oppression to the shores of the Red Sea.  They are carrying with them all 

their earthly belongings and the wealth of the nation.  There was every 

reason why the dogs should bark and howl.  Dogs know when things are not 

right, or when something is going on.  I go for a walk through town most 

evenings when it is not raining.  At one house a dog always growls through 

the screen door when I go by.  Now I walk by quietly.  I don't imagine the 

people in the house even notice me.  But their dog does.  In Egypt on 
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Passover night not a dog raised his voice.  The hand of God reached down 

and muzzled them.  It reminds me of the Lord shutting the mouths of the 

lions when Daniel was thrown into their den.  But here's the point.  We see 

here that every creature is under the direct control of God.  A fly cannot 

settle on you without the Lord God's bidding.  In our catechism Question 28 

concerns God's providence.  It asks, "What advantage comes from 

acknowledging God's creation and providence?"  It answers,  

 We learn that we are to be patient in adversity, grateful in the 
midst of blessing, and to trust our faithful God and Father for the 
future, assured that no creature shall separate us from his love, since 
all creatures are so completely in his hand that without his will they 
cannot even move. 

 Our lesson closes with Pharaoh once more refusing to repent. 

 The Lord had said to Moses, "Pharaoh will refuse to listen to 
you--so that my wonders may be multiplied in Egypt."  Moses and 
Aaron performed all these wonders before Pharaoh, but the Lord 
hardened Pharaoh's heart, and he would not let the Israelites go out of 
his country. 

Pharaoh is dead in sin and dead to warnings and admonitions.  Wonders have 

been done in his sight--and more will be done--and yet he will not believe.  

He refuses to repent.  Now this brings us to an important truth we need to 

ponder.  Think of this: Repentance is not produced by circumstances.  It is 

not produced by showing a person the terrors of judgement.  You cannot 

cause someone to repent by showing him hell.  God has, in effect, shown 
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"hell" to Pharaoh.  He has shown him what it is like to live under the curse 

of God, with the blessings of creation removed.  Herds, flocks, and crops 

have been destroyed.  Waters have been ruined.  A stench has arisen across 

the land.  And the "dark darkness" reminds us of the chaos before God 

declared, "Let there be light."  Pharaoh has experienced curse after curse, yet 

he has still not repented.  But you see, repentance is a gift of God.  It is 

grace.  It is mercy.  And where it is not given, man remains unrepentant and 

guilty, in his sins and accountable for them.  And outside of the grace of God 

there is no cure for that condition.   

 This is what I would have you take away this evening.  We were born 

in the same spiritual condition in which Pharaoh was born.  We were still-

born, spiritually dead in trespass and sin and unable to do anything to please 

God.  Wesley's hymn, Jesus, Lover of My Soul, puts it this way: 

Just and holy is Thy name, 
I am all unrighteousness. 
False and full of sin I am, 

Thou art full of truth and grace. 

Were it not for God's mercy we would have spurned the gospel message.  We 

would have remained unrepentant.  We would have remained committed to 

the paths of sin and darkness.  But God is full of merciful.  He does not 

desire the death of the sinner.  Might it not be that he has brought you here 
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so that you might receive his gift of repentance?  Might it not be that he has 

caused you to return here that he might feed you with his word and seal to 

you his Spirit?  The Lord God has performed many wonders.  Why not that 

wonder in your heart.  In Christ's name.  AMEN.
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