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In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit; AMEN. 

 Exodus 11:4-7 reads, 

 So Moses said, "This is what the Lord says: 'About midnight I 
will go throughout Egypt.  Every firstborn son in Egypt will die, from 
the firstborn son of Pharaoh who sits on the throne, to the firstborn 
son of the slave girl, who is at her hand mill, and all the firstborn 
cattle as well.  There will be loud wailing throughout Egypt--worse 
than there has ever been or ever will be again.  But among the 
Israelites not a dog will bark at any man or animal.  Then you will 
know that the Lord makes a distinction between Egypt and Israel. 

Notice the exact wording of verse 5.  It says every firstborn son in Egypt 

will die, not every firstborn son of Egypt.  That is of crucial importance, for 

it indicates that the divine sentence of judgement includes the Israelites, for 

they too were guilty of sin.  They too had fallen short of the glory of God.  

And yet in verse 7 we are told that "not a dog will bark" against the children 

of Israel, for the Lord had made a distinction between Egypt and Israel.   

 Now this is what some might see as a contradiction, but as we have 

seen in our morning service two weeks ago, there cannot be contradictions in 

God's own holy Word.  That being the case, there must be an interpretation 

that brings out the harmony in this passage and reconciles the fact that 

Egyptians and Israelites both alike were under the curse of judgement, yet 

the Israelites were not touched.  On the one hand we have a universal 
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message of judgement and condemnation that proceeds from the 

righteousness and holiness of God.  It applies to both Egyptian and Israelite.  

On the other hand we have a "distinction" between Egypt and Israel that 

flows out of the grace of God.  But how can justice and mercy be 

reconciled?  How can justice exact its full due without excluding mercy?  

How can mercy be shown except at the expense of justice.  This is the 

problem that is raised here in Exodus 11 and its answer is found in Exodus 

12.   

 Exodus 12 records the last of the ten plagues.  It was the death of the 

firstborn.  Because an iron rule of God is and ever remains, "the wages of sin 

is death," it is clear that sin is the matter being dealt with here by God.  This 

being the case, as I have said, both Egyptian and Hebrew alike were 

obnoxious to God, for both alike were sinners before him.  In nature and in 

practice both were sinners.  Paul says in Romans, "There is no difference: 

for all have sinned and come short of the glory of God."  Now it is true that 

God had purposed to redeem Israel out of Egypt, but he would only do so on 

a righteous basis.  That is to say, his holiness would never ignore sin, no 

matter where it happened to be found.  When angels sinned, Peter tells us in 

his Second Letter that God "spared them not."  God made no exception 
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when his own blessed Son was "made sin for us."  The Father did not spare 

him; rather it pleased him to bruise his Son, the Lord Jesus.   

 All of this seems to make the solution to the problem impossible.  The 

Israelites were sinners.  Their guilt was irrefutably established.  A just and 

holy God can by no means clear the guilty.  The sentence of death had been 

passed upon them.  Nothing remained but the carrying out of the sentence.  

A reprieve was out of the question, for justice must be satisfied and sin must 

be paid its wages.  Where man could find no answer, however, the Lord God 

found a solution.  "Where sin abounded, grace did much more abound."  Yet 

it was not at the expense of righteousness.  Every demand of justice was 

fully satisfied.  Every claim of holiness was met in full.  To see how this 

could be, let's turn to our lesson. 

 The Lord said to Moses and Aaron in Egypt, "This month is to 
be for you the first month, the first month of your year.  Tell the whole 
community of Israel that on the tenth day of this month each man is to 
take a lamb for his family, one for each household.  If any household 
is too small for a whole lamb, they must share one with their nearest 
neighbour, having taken into account the number of people there are.  
You are to determine the amount of lamb needed in accordance with 
what each person will eat.  The animals you choose must be year-old 
males without defect, and you may take them from the sheep or the 
goats.  Take care of them until the fourteenth day of the month, whey 
all the people of the community of Israel must slaughter them at 
twilight.  Then they are to take some of the blood and put it on the 
sides and tops of the doorframes of the houses where they eat the 
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lambs.  That same night they are to eat the meat roasted over the fire, 
along with bitter herbs, and bread made without yeast.  Do not eat the 
meat raw or cooked in water, but roast it over the fire--head, legs and 
inner parts.  Do not leave any of it till morning.  If some is left till 
morning, you must burn it.  This is how you are to eat it: with your 
cloak tucked into your belt, your sandals on your feet and your staff in 
your hand.  Eat it in haste; it is the Lord's Passover.   

Our key to understanding what is going on here is found in the last five 

verses I read: "It is the Lord's Passover."  When we think of the atoning 

work of God in the life of his children, we tend to think of it as something 

that is done for us, and we are right in thinking so.  But it also needs to be 

stressed that what is happening is also directed toward God.  Let me explain 

what I mean. 

 The very first direct reference to the Lamb in Scripture is found in 

Genesis 22, the story of Abraham and Isaac and that father's near sacrifice of 

his son.  At the last moment Abraham's hand was stayed and after it is the 

patriarch says to his son, "God will provide himself a lamb for a burnt 

offering."  Now note this.  It was not simply that God would provide a lamb.  

It was that God would provide himself a lamb.  The lamb was provided 

because it was used, somehow, to glorify God's character, to vindicate his 

rule, to satisfy his justice and to magnify his holiness.  (I'll get to how it does 

that in a minute.)  In the same way, on the Day of Atonement, we read of 

two goats.  Why two?  Because two are necessary.  One points to the atoning 
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work of Christ that is directed toward God; the other points to the atoning 

work of Christ that is directed toward us.  One goat was slaughtered.  That 

one speaks of the holiness and justice of God that must be satisfied through 

the shedding of blood, for without the shedding of blood there can be no 

forgiveness of sin.  The other goat was the scapegoat.  The priest laid his 

hands on the head of the goat to signify the transfer of the peoples' sins to 

this substitute who was then forced outside the walls of the tabernacle and 

into the wilderness.  That is a picture of Jesus carrying our sins away.   

 There are two basic lines of thought associated with sacrifices in 

Scripture.  First, a sacrifice is a "propitiatory satisfaction rendered to God."  

That is a long way of saying that a sacrifice is meant to appease God.  We 

can say that in a number of ways.  A sacrifice is offered to take away his 

holy anger.  It is offered to settle the demands of his law.  It is offered to 

pacify the claims of his justice.  It is offered to appease the holy wrath and 

hatred of sin-hating and sin-punishing God.  You see, God is "light" as well 

as "love" and his eyes are too pure to behold evil.  He simply won't put up 

with it. 

 Let me give you a couple of examples of the need to make 

propitiation or atonement for sin.  In Numbers 16 we find the story of a 
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rebellion against Moses led by Korah, Dathan and Abiram.  It didn't go well 

for the rebels.  In fact, the earth opened up and swallowed them whole, along 

with their whole households and all their possessions.  The earth then 

covered them up again.  The people of Israel, rather than being awestruck 

and humbled by this, grew upset with their leaders.  They grumbled against 

Moses and Aaron. "You have killed the Lord's people," was their message.  

God was angered at their presumption.  Numbers 16:42-45 says this: 

 But when the assembly gathered in opposition to Moses and 
Aaron and turned toward the Tent of Meeting, suddenly the cloud 
covered it and the glory of the Lord appeared.  Then Moses and Aaron 
went to the front of the Tent of Meeting and the Lord said to Moses, 
"Get away from this assembly so I can put an end to them at once."  
And they fell face down. 

How was this consuming anger of God averted?  The lesson continues: 

 Then Moses said to Aaron, "Take your censer and put incense 
in it, along with fire from the altar, and hurry to the assembly to make 
atonement for them.  Wrath has come out from the Lord; the plague 
has started."  So Aaron did as Moses said and ran into the midst of the 
assembly. The plague had already started among the people, but Aaron 
offered the incense and made atonement for them.  He stood between 
the living and the dead, and the plague stopped.   

A sacrifice was made to placate the wrath of God.  A similar passage is 

found in the last chapter of Job, in the epilogue, where we find God speaking 

with Eliphaz, one of Job's "comforters."   

 After the Lord has said these things to Job, he said to Eliphaz 
the Temanite, "I am angry with you and your two friends because you 
have not spoken of me what is right, as my servant Job has.  So not 
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take seven bulls and seven rams and go to my servant Job and 
sacrifice a burnt offering for yourselves.  My servant Job will pray for 
you, and I will accept his prayer and not deal with you according to 
your folly.  You have not spoken of me what is right, as my servant 
Job has."  So Eliphaz the Temanite, Bildad the Shuhite and Zophar the 
Naamathite did what the Lord told them; and the Lord accepted Job's 
prayer.  

  

  The great sacrifice of propitiation, of course, was Christ's offering up 

of his own life.  It says in Ephesians, "Christ loved us and gave himself up 

for us as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God."  It says in Hebrews that 

Christ "has appeared once for all at the end of the ages to do away with sin 

by the sacrifice of himself."  A short time later in that same letter we read, 

"We have been made holy through the sacrifice of the body of Jesus Christ 

once for all."  Christ's sacrifice was to his Father a propitiation, an 

appeasement, a pacification and a legal satisfaction.  He offered himself to 

his Father on the cross to allow his Father to remain just even while 

justifying sinners who deserved condemnation rather than forgiveness.   

 The first line of thought associated with sacrifices in the Bible points 

to God and what he must receive in order to put aside his wrath from men.  

The second thought points toward man and the thanksgiving and praise he 

owes because of so great a deliverance.  You can think of it this way.  The 

Passover lamb was first a sacrifice to God; second, it was food for those who 

 8



had taken refuge under its blood.  In our lesson tonight the lamb was to be 

killed.  This teaches us that death must be inflicted either upon the guilty 

transgressor or his substitute.  Then its blood was to be taken and sprinkled 

upon the door-posts and lintels of the houses where the Israelites sheltered 

that night.  Without the shedding of blood there is no remission of sins.  

Without the sprinkling of blood there is no salvation.  Shedding and 

sprinkling.  Those words are not synonyms and they point to very different 

things.  The blood is shed for propitiation, but it is sprinkled for 

appropriation.  This is what I mean. 

 Blood must be shed or forgiveness is not possible.  God has said the 

soul that sins shall die.  He has promised that the wages of sin is death.  The 

guilty party--or a substitute--must be put to death.  God's holiness requires it.  

But it is not enough that a substitute die.  The blood of the substitute must be 

applied to the sinner or it will be of no avail for that person.  An Israelite 

might have selected a proper lamb.  He might have killed it according to the 

instructions given by God.  But if he had not taken the blood and applied it 

to his doorposts, when the angel of death passed through the land that night 

he would have entered his house and his firstborn would have surely 

perished.   
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 The same principle applies today.  It is not enough to know that the 

blood of Jesus was shed for the forgiveness of sins.  A Saviour provided is 

not enough.  A Saviour must be received.  As Paul says in Romans 3, there 

must be "faith in his blood" and faith is a personal thing.  Luther once said 

that there are two things a person must do by himself.  He must die by 

himself and he must believe for himself.  No one can do these things for 

him.  He was right.  You must by faith take the blood of Christ and shelter 

under it.  You must place it between your sins and the God who is holy, holy, 

holy.  You must rely on the shed blood of Christ as the only ground upon 

which you are acceptable to the heavenly Father.  Believe on the Lord Jesus 

Christ and you will be saved.   

 Let me read you something that A. W. Pink has written about this.  It's 

a long quotation, but a valuable one.   

 Let us suppose a case.  Here are two households on that 

Passover night.  At the head of the one is an unbelieving father who 

has refused to heed the Divine warning and avail himself of the 

Divine provision.  Early that evening his firstborn says, "Father, I am 

very uneasy.  Moses has declared that at midnight an Angel is to visit 

this land and slay all the firstborn, except in those houses which are 

protected by the blood of a lamb."  To still the fear of his son, the 

father lies, and assures him that there is no cause for alarm seeing that 

he has killed the lamb and applied its blood to the door.  Hearing this, 
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the son is at rest, all fear is gone, and in its place he is filled with 

peace.  But it is a false peace. 

 In the second home the situation is reversed.  The head of the 

household is a God-fearing man.  He has heard Jehovah's warning 

message through Moses, and hearing, has believed and acted 

accordingly.  The lamb has been slain, its blood placed upon the lintel 

and posts of the door.  That evening the firstborn says, "Father, I feel 

very uneasy.  And Angel is to smite all the firstborn tonight and how 

shall I escape?"  His father answers, "Son, your alarm is groundless. 

Yea, it is dishonouring to God.  The Lord has said, 'when I see the 

blood, I will pass over you.'"  "But," continues the son, "while I know 

that you have killed the lamb and applied its blood, I cannot be but 

terrified.  Even now I hear the cries of terror and anguish going up 

from the houses of the Egyptians.  O that morning would come!  I 

shall not feel same till then."  But his fears were groundless. 

   Now observe.  In the first case supposed above we have a man 

full of happy feelings, yet he perished.  In the second case, we have 

one full of fears yet was he preserved.  Examine the ground of each.  

The oldest son in the first house was happy because he made the word 

of man the ground of his peace.  The oldest son in the second house 

was miserable because he failed to rest on the sure Word of God.  

Here, then, are two distinct things.  Security is by the applied blood of 

the Lamb.  Assurance and peace are to be found by resting on the 

Word of God…. Feelings have nothing to do with either.     

 Deliverance from judgement is by the finished work of Christ 

and by that alone.  Nothing else will avail.  Religious experiences, 

ordinances, self-sacrifice, church membership, works of mercy, 
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cultivation of character, avail nothing.  The first thing for me as a poor 

lost sinner, to make sure of is, Am I relying upon what Christ did for 

sinners.  Am I personally trusting in his shed blood?  If I am not, if 

instead, under the eloquence and moving appeals of some evangelist I 

have decided to turn over a new leaf, and endeavour to live a better 

life, and I have "gone forward" and taken the preacher's hand, and if 

he has told me that I am now saved and ready to join the church and 

doing so I feel happy and contented--my peace is a false one, and I 

shall end in the lake of fire unless God in his grace disillusions me.   

 On the other hand, if the Holy Spirit has shown me my lost 

condition, my deep need of the Saviour, and if I have cast myself upon 

Christ as a drowning man clutches at a floating spar; if I have really 

believed on the Lord Jesus Christ and received him as my own 

personal Saviour and yet, nevertheless, I am still lacking in the 

assurance of my acceptance by God and have no settled peace of 

heart; it is because I am failing to rest in simple faith on the written 

Word.  God says, "Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be 

saved."  That is enough.  That is the Word of him who cannot lie.  

Nothing more is needed.  "Verily, verily I say unto you, he that heareth 

my word and believeth on him that sent me hath everlasting life, and 

shall not come into condemnation; but is passed from death unto life.  

Never mind about your feelings.  Do not stop to examine your 

repentance to see if it is deep enough.  It is Christ that saves; not your 

tears, or prayers, or resolutions.  If you have received Christ, they you 

are saved.  Saved now.  Saved forever…. 

 How may you know that you are saved?  In the same way that 

the firstborn Israelite could know that he was secure from the 
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avenging Angel--by the Word of God.  "When I see the blood I will 

pass over you."  God is saying the same today.  If you are under the 

blood then you are eternally secure.  Neither the Law nor the devil can 

harm you.  It is God that justifies.  Who is he that condemns?  Receive 

Christ for salvation.  Rest on God's word for assurance and peace. 

In Christ's name.  AMEN.  
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