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In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit; AMEN. 

  

 The last time we were together we took an initial look at the Passover 

and considered the two great themes that are found in this remarkable event.  

The first theme looked up toward God and we saw that in the Passover, with 

the slaying of a lamb, an offering was made to God to appease his wrath and 

satisfy his justice.  You see, God is angry because of the sin of man.  It is an 

affront and offense to him.  He has promised that the wages of sin is death 

and that the soul that sins shall die.  This promise of God is just as sure and 

immutable as are his promises to bless.  He will in no way let the guilty get 

away with it.  There will be a payment exacted.  It cannot be otherwise, for if 

it were, God would no longer be perfectly righteous and holy.  And if God 

were no longer righteous and holy, he would no longer be God.  And that, of 

course, is impossible.  God cannot deny himself.   

 That being the case, how can man be saved?  Well, with man it is 

impossible, but not with God.  God will accept payment or satisfaction for 

the sin of man either from the individual that sins or from a substitute who 

stands in the place of the sinner.  Now such a substitute would have to be 
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perfect.  He would have to be without sin.  And he would have to be willing 

to take the place of the condemned.  But such a substitute, if he could be 

found, could offer his life as a sacrifice for the sins of others and reconcile 

God and man, allowing God to forgive and remain perfectly holy and 

righteous at the same time.  The good news is that God himself in Jesus 

Christ leaves his home in glory and humbles himself, taking upon himself 

the weakness of human flesh and in the form or a servant comes to stand in 

the place of sinners that he might receive their punishment in their stead.  

Beloved, that is what the Passover lamb points to.  It's being killed is a 

picture of Jesus Christ reconciling God to man. 

 The second great theme of the Passover doesn't look up to God but 

instead looks sideways to man.  The blood of the lamb was sprinkled on the 

doorposts and lintels of the houses of the Israelites.  It provided shelter and 

safe haven for all those who had taken refuge under it.  On the night of 

Passover, those who were in houses so marked were spared the judgement of 

the angel of death.  That too is a picture of the work of Christ.  Everyone 

who believes on him with a true and living faith--that is to say, everyone 

who trusts that the blood of Christ has been shed for him and sprinkled on 

him to take away his sin--has everlasting life.  He has passed over from 

death to life.  The atoning work of Christ takes away the wrath of God and 
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the sins of men.  God and man are reconciled.  They are able to come 

together in fellowship.  That intimacy that was first broken by the sin of our 

first parents and broken by our continuing sinful nature and actions has been 

restored by Jesus.  That is what the Passover is about. 

 Because this is such a fundamental part of the Christian faith we are 

going to spend a bit more time in Egypt before we follow Moses and the 

Israelites out into the desert.  I want to take a look at some of the particulars 

of the Passover because there is rich food for us in the details of our lesson.  

Let's start at the beginning.   

 The Lord said to Moses and Aaron in Egypt, "This month is to 
be for you the first month, the first month of your year. 

The institution of the Passover changed the calendar of Israel.  It was to 

begin Israel's year.  Israel's national existence was to be counted from this 

day.  We have something similar, but it is so familiar we don't often 

consciously think about it.  Our calendar begins with the birth of Christ 

some 2004 years ago.  That is how we mark our time.  Think about it this 

way.  No matter how big an event is--the Second World War, the American 

Revolution, the discovery of America by Christopher Columbus, the 

invention of the steam engine--whatever you might wish to name--they are 

all related back to the birth of Jesus.  That is how we measure them.  World 
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War II?  Oh, yes, I remember.  It began 1939 years after the birth of Jesus 

and ended six years later, 1945 years after Jesus was born.  It's remarkable, 

isn’t it?  Everything, whether big or small, whether world wars or your 

birthday, is put into context by the birth of Jesus.   

  Let me read the next verses, verses 3-5, in the King James Version.  

There is an interesting detail here that is missed in our translation.   

 Speak ye unto all the congregation of Israel, saying, in the tenth 
day of this month they shall take to them every man a lamb, according 
to the house of their fathers, a lamb for an house: 
 And if the household be too little for the lamb, let him and his 
neighbour next unto his house take it according to the number of the 
souls; every man according to his eating shall make your count for the 
lamb.   
 Your lamb shall be without blemish, a male of the first year: ye 
shall take it out from the sheep, or from the goats. 

Now notice the progression.  In verse 3 we find "a lamb."  In verse 4 we find 

"the lamb."  In verse 5 we find "your lamb."  Now I don't want to make too 

much of this, but it strikes me as interesting that this progression is like the 

progression we see in the life of the man confronted and saved by God.  At 

first, before we are born again, Christ appears to us as nothing but a lamb.  

He is nothing special.  One among many.  Isaiah put it this way: "He had no 

beauty or majesty to attract us to him, nothing in his appearance that we 

should desire him."  But when the Holy Spirit awakened us to our sinful and 

lost condition and brought conviction to our hearts, we looked at Christ then 
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as saw him as the Lamb.  We saw his uniqueness.  His perfections.  His 

beauty.  We understood what the Apostle Peter was speaking of when he 

preached before the Sanhedrin, saying, "Salvation is found in no one else, 

for there is no other name under heaven given to men by which we must be 

saved."  And finally, when God in his sovereign grace and mercy gave us 

faith to receive Christ as our own personal Saviour, it could be said that 

Christ is your lamb, our lamb.  Each elect and believing sinner can say with 

the Apostle Paul, "…I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and 

gave himself for me."  Have you gone from thinking that Christ was a lamb 

to seeing him as the lamb to receiving him as your lamb?  God grant us 

grace that we might be given eyes to see, ears to hear and hearts to receive. 

 We are also told that the lamb to be selected must be a year old and 

without defect.  It was to be a year old--neither too young nor too old, but in 

the fullness of its strength.  This applies to Christ, who died for us not in his 

old age nor in his infancy or youth but in the fullness of his strength, at the 

age of 33.  The lamb selected must also be without "defect."  This regulation 

is emphasized in Leviticus as well.  In Leviticus 22 we read these 

regulations.  God is speaking to Moses: 

 Do not bring anything with a defect, because it will not be 
accepted on your behalf.  When anyone brings from the herd or flock 
a fellowship [peace] offering to the Lord to fulfill a special vow or as 

 6



a freewill offering, it must be without defect or blemish to be 
acceptable.  Do not offer to the Lord the blind, the injured or the 
maimed, or anything with warts or festering or running sores.  Do not 
place any of these on the altar as an offering made to the Lord by fire. 

The point is clear.  Nothing but a perfect sacrifice could satisfy the 

requirements of a holy, righteous and perfect God.  One who had sin in 

himself could not make atonement for sinners.  One who did not perfectly 

keep the law in thought, word and deed could not make atonement for 

sinners.  Only a perfect, sinless man could stand in the place of sinful men.  

Peter puts it this way in his First Letter: 

 For you know that it was not with perishable things such as 
silver or gold that you were redeemed from the empty way of life 
handed down to you from your forefathers, but with the precious 
blood of Christ, a lamb without blemish or defect. 

 Verse 6 says, "Take care of them until the fourteenth day of the month, 

when all the people of the community of Israel must slaughter them at 

twilight."  Let me say a few things.  First, the people are to take the lambs in 

on the tenth of the month and kill them on the fourteenth of the month.  This 

is a picture of the ministry of Christ.  He came and ministered and then, in 

his fourth year of public ministry was slain.  He was also slain at the very 

time that the Passover lambs were being slain in the temple.   But more 

important than the timing is the statement that "all the people of the 

community" must slaughter the lamb.  Now that doesn't mean, of course, 
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that every particular individual actually shared in the act of the killing; it 

means that they were represented in the killing by the head of the household.  

He did it on their behalf as, later on, priests would do it at the temple on 

behalf of all the people.  To get at the truth of what his means, let me 

mention the movie The Passion of the Christ.  A lot of people were upset 

that this movie might be used to point a finger of condemnation at the Jews 

and label them "Christ-killers."  But here we find that it was not simply the 

chief priests, elders, scribes and Pharisees who put Jesus to death.  It wasn't 

just Pilate and the Roman legions or the crowd that called out, "Crucify him!  

Crucify him!"  It is the sins of each individual believer that took the Lord to 

the cross.  Your sins and mine caused him to be nailed to the tree.   

 "Then they are to take some of the blood and put it on the sides and 

tops of the doorframes of the houses where they eat the lambs."  If you look 

at verse 22 it says, "Take a bunch of hyssop, dip it into the blood in the basin 

and put some of the blood on the top and on both sides of the doorframe."  

The word for "basis" is translated elsewhere as "threshold" or "door."  Here's 

the point.  The lambs were evidently slaughtered in the doorways of the 

houses.  The Israelites were not instructed to put blood on the thresholds of 

their doors because it was already there.  This is what A. W. Pink has to say: 
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 The door of the house wherein the Israelite was protected had 
blood on the lintel (the cross piece), on the side posts and on the step.  
How marvelously this pictured Christ on the Cross; blood above, 
where the thorns pierced his brow; blood at the sides, from his nail-
pierced hands; blood below, from his nail-pierced feet. 

Let me make an aside here about hyssop.  Hyssop was a bush.  A lowly bush.  

Its branches were bundled together to make brushes of different sorts.  When 

lepers were healed they would go to the priests to have their healing certified 

so they could rejoin society.  As part of the reentry ceremonies, the priest 

would take a brush of hyssop, dip it in a basin of blood and sprinkle the leper 

as a sign of his cleansing.  In Psalm 51 where David cries out, "Wash me 

with hyssop and I shall be clean," he is saying, "Sprinkle me with the blood 

of the lamb and I will know and experience forgiveness.  Give me Jesus 

Christ as my Saviour and Lord."   

 Let's look at our lesson again: 

 That same night they are to eat the meat roasted over the fire, 
along with bitter herbs, and bread made without yeast.  Do not eat the 
meat raw or cooked in water, but roast it over the fire--head, legs and 
inner parts.  Do not leave any of it till morning; if some is left till 
morning, you must burn it.  This is how you are to eat it: with your 
cloak tucked into your belt, your sandals on your feet and your staff in 
your hand.  Eat it in haste; it is the Lord's Passover. 

The lamb was to be eaten.  Its blood had provided protection from death.  

Now its meat was to provide sustenance for Israel.  Again we have a picture 

of Christ and we find that as we feed on him by faith--trusting in his death 
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for us, our souls are sustained and our hearts are strengthened and cheered.  

The death and resurrection of Christ is food for our souls.  If you were to say 

to me, "Ken, I am discouraged.  I am disheartened.  Everything seems to be 

such a burden to me these days.  I don't know what to do," I would say to 

you, "Feed on Christ by faith.  Read the Bible.  See in the pages of his book 

God revealing himself in his glory.  Look at what he has done and what he 

has promised to do.  Take him at his word.  Believe him and be comforted.  

He has provided everything you need for this journey through life.  Some of 

it may seem bitter at the time, but no matter.  If you have fellowship with 

Christ you will have fellowship with his suffering as well.  In the end, even 

the bitter will have its proper reward and in God's hand will be transformed 

to your blessing." 

 Now nothing of the lamb was to be left to the morning.  If there were 

any leftovers, they were to be burned.  Why did God insist upon this?  To 

teach us that the atoning work of Christ was not a continuing thing, but a 

work that has been accomplished once and for all.  The sacrifice of Christ is 

past and completed.  There is nothing more that needs to be added to it.  

There is nothing more that can be added to it.  Beloved, do not seek to add 

anything to the cross of Christ.  You are not to say, the cross and my good 

works, the cross and my church membership, the cross and my 
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respectability, the cross and my prayers.  None of that.  It is by Christ alone 

that we are forgiven and reconciled to God.  The only part we have to play is 

to receive it.  We are nothing but beggars with outstretched arms and empty 

hands.  "Nothing in my hands I bring, simply to thy cross I cling." 

 Let me make one more point in closing, about the word "Passover" 

itself.  The word in Hebrew is Pesach.  It is a unique word in that it has no 

connection with any other Hebrew word.  It stands alone.  But it is related to 

an Egyptian word--the word pesh--which means "to spread the wings over, 

to protect."  The word is used in this sense in Isaiah 31:5: 

 Like birds hovering overhead, the Lord Almighty will shield 
Jerusalem; he will shield it and deliver it, he will "pass over" it and 
will rescue it. 

The Lord's Passover means God's people will be sheltered under the 

outstretched wings of the Almighty.  Now think of those words of the Lord 

we recently studied in our morning worship from Luke 13: 

 O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who kill the prophets and stone 
those sent to you, how often I have longed to gather your children 
together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, but you were 
not willing. 

Jesus Christ was the Passover of Jerusalem, but they did not know it; they 

did not take shelter under his wings from the coming judgement.   
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 Through faith in his shed blood, have you taken shelter under the 

wings of Jesus?  Through faith are you feeding upon him by hearing his 

word and trusting in his promises, by obeying him and living in love and 

humility before him?  Is the Lord your Passover?  By God's grace may it be 

true of us all.  In Christ's name.  AMEN.
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