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In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit; AMEN. 

 Before I left on vacation we were studying the Passover.  Let me give 

you a brief recap.  The Israelites were slaves in Egypt and hard oppressed by 

a wicked king.  Moses went to this king, this Pharaoh, and on behalf of God 

himself commanded the people to be set free so that they might leave Egypt 

and serve their God in the wilderness.  Pharaoh refused.  As a consequence, 

God through Moses visited plagues upon Egypt.  These plagues were 

designed to illustrate the power of the true and living God and the weakness 

of the false Egyptian idols, of whom Pharaoh himself was chief.  Plague 

after plague fell, but Pharaoh hardened his heart and would not hearken to 

the word of the Lord.  Finally, to secure his people and bring glory to his 

name, God determined to send a tenth plague and kill all the firstborn sons in 

all of Egypt.   

 This decree of God was for all firstborn sons of all the people in Egypt 

at the time.  It included the whole of the population whether Egyptian or 

Israelite.  But God provided a shelter for his people so that the plague would 

not fall upon them.  Each household was to take a lamb--one perfect, without 

spot or blemish--and slaughter it.  Its blood was to be brushed on the 

doorposts and lintels of their houses.  As the angel of death went throughout 
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the land, he would pass over every house so marked and all the people 

sheltering "under the blood" would be safe.   

 As we saw, we have a picture in the Passover of Jesus Christ, his 

person and his work.  First, the lambs used in the slaughter point to Jesus 

Christ.  He is himself the Passover lamb.  If you were to ask the question, 

"Who is Jesus?" you could properly answer it by saying "He is the Lamb of 

God who takes away the sin of the world by shedding his own blood.  He is 

the one true sacrifice that all of the sacrifices of the Old Testament point to."   

  

 Second, the killing of the lambs and the sprinkling of their blood teach 

us the two-fold meaning of Christ's sacrifice.  One part points to God while 

the other part points to man.  Here's the God-directed part.  Jesus' sacrifice 

was first a propitiation or satisfaction for the sins of men.  That is, Jesus shed 

his blood to satisfy the just and unchanging requirements of God's law.  God 

had solemnly promised that the wages of sin is death and that the soul that 

sins shall die.  This promise had to be kept for God to remain true to himself.  

God will not compromise his holiness and righteousness in any way.  There 

was a debt of sin owing and it had to be paid.  Jesus made this payment to 

the righteousness of God by willingly going to the cross and standing in the 

place of condemned sinners.  The man-directed part has to do with the 
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sprinkling of the doorposts and lintels with blood.  Even as the blood of the 

lambs had to be applied to the doors of the Israelite houses, the blood Jesus 

shed at Calvary has to be applied to sinners.  Through a God-given faith we 

shelter under the blood of Christ--and the angel of death does not touch us.  

Instead death itself is transformed and for the believer becomes a gateway 

through which we enter the courts of heaven.  For us to live is Christ and to 

die is gain. 

 Now as we come to our lesson tonight we find that along with the 

Passover comes the Feast of Unleavened Bread.  We get, in effect, two feasts 

in one.  They go together because Passover and the Feast of Unleavened 

Bread paint a picture of salvation.  In Passover we see how it is that God 

justifies us--how he makes us right with him.  He does it by the shed blood 

of Christ.  In the Feast of Unleavened Bread we have a picture of 

sanctification--of how, after having been made right with God through 

forgiveness, we are slowly transformed from the inside out, becoming 

conformed into the likeness of Christ through the power of the Holy Spirit.  

Those two things--justification and sanctification, though different, always 

go together.  If you haven't been justified you cannot be sanctified; if you are 

not sanctified, it is because you haven't been justified.   
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 Let's turn to the lesson.  In verse 14 we find the feast established; in 

verses 15 through 20 we find the feast detailed.  Let's start with verse 14:  

 This is a day you are to commemorate; for the generations to 
come you shall celebrate it as a festival to the Lord--a lasting 
ordinance. 

There are three things for us to notice here.  First, this feast is a 

commemoration.  It is a memorial.  It is designed to help Israel to remember 

something.  In the next chapter of Exodus God gives this instruction:  

 On that day [the days during which the feast was to be 
celebrated] tell your son, "I do this because of what the Lord did for 
me when I came out of Egypt."   

This feast is a God-given aid to remind the people that they were slaves in 

Egypt and that God had delivered them with a mighty hand.  It is a memorial 

or reminder designed to keep them from forgetting the good things the Lord 

had done for them.   

 But while it is a visual aid to help the children of Israel, it is also and 

even more importantly a feast or a festival "to the Lord."  It is designed to 

give praise, adoration and glory to God.  It was an act of worship.  Worship 

is the most important, most central thing that the church does.  It is not Bible 

study.  It is not Sunday School.  It is not good works and alms giving.  It is 

not even evangelism and missions.  Think about that.  The only reason we 

send evangelists and missionaries places is that in those places God is not 
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worshiped.  We go into the world so that people will become disciples and 

obedient worshipers of God.  Peter put it this way in his First Letter: 

 But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a 
people belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of him who 
called you out of darkness into his wonderful light.  Once you were 
not a people, by now you are the people of God; once you had not 
received mercy, but now you have received mercy.   

Beloved, we were made to worship.  That is the meaning of life. 

 The third thing to note is that this feast was to be permanent.  It was to 

be a "lasting ordinance" for "the generations to come."  The Hebrew word 

for "ordinance" means "law, rule or statute."  So we have a law given by 

God that this feast was to be kept throughout all generations.  Now you may 

say, "But Ken, if it is a lasting ordinance or law, why don’t we still celebrate 

Passover and Unleavened Bread?"  Here's the answer.  In a way we do.  The 

Lord's Supper has replaced Passover and the Feast of Unleavened Bread.  

Once Jesus, the Lamb of God, shed his blood at Calvary, it made no sense to 

shed the blood of animals any more.  All those sacrifices did was point to the 

real Lamb who was to be slain.  Once that had happened, their job was done.  

A commemoration was still needed, though.  And God still had to be 

worshiped.  So Jesus instituted a new feast to replace and take over the old 

one.  We still celebrate the feast or Supper of Holy Communion.  We will 

until we sit at the Lord's Table in heaven. 
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 John Knox, the Scottish reformed and the father of the Presbyterian 

Church in Scotland wrote the Scots Confession in 1560.  It is a lovely piece 

of work. and in it he addresses this question.  This is how he answers it: 

 As the fathers under the Law, besides the reality of the 
sacrifices, had two chief sacraments, that is, circumcision and the 
Passover, and those who rejected these were not reckoned among 
God's people; so do we acknowledge and confess that now in the time 
of the gospel; we have two chief sacraments, which alone were 
instituted by the Lord Jesus and commanded to be used  by all who 
will be counted members of his body, that is, Baptism and the Supper 
to Table of the Lord Jesus, also called the Communion of His Body 
and Blood. 

 We have here a continuing feast of commemoration and worship 

which points to our forgiveness and our growing in godliness.  In the next 

verses, from 15 through 20, we find the details and regulation of the 

celebration set forth.  There are ten instructions.  Why so many?  Because 

coming before the Lord God of the Universe is a serious matter and requires 

our attention and preparation.  We are not to come before him lightly or 

unadvisedly.  Let's look at the first three regulations.  Verse 15 reads,  

 For seven days you are to eat bread made without yeast.  On the 
first day remove the yeast from your houses, for whoever eats 
anything with yeast in it from the first day through the seventh must 
be cut off from Israel. 
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 In the Bible leaven is a symbol of evil--of something that corrupts 

everything it comes into contact with.  And it doesn't take much--"a little 

leaven leavens the whole lump" is how Paul describes it in I Corinthians.  In 

I Corinthians 5 the Apostle says, 

 Don't you know that a little yeast works through the whole 
batch of dough?  Get rid of the old yeast that you may be a new batch 
without yeast--as you really are.  For Christ, our Passover lamb has 
been sacrificed.  Therefore let us keep the Festival, not with the old 
yeast, the yeast of malice and wickedness, but with bread without 
yeast, the bread of sincerity and truth. 

We have not been saved by grace through the shed blood of Christ so that we 

can indulge in sin without fear of its consequences, so that grace might 

abound.  Our salvation imposes upon us a great responsibility and 

obligation.  We are top separate ourselves from sin and unrighteousness.  We 

are to battle against temptation.  We are to fight against a careless walk 

through life.  Malice and wickedness are to have no part of us.  We are to 

instead be full of sincerity and truth. 

 Let me mention another few examples of leaven we find in the Bible.  

Mathew speaks of the leaven of the Pharisees.  This yeast is found wherever 

traditions of men take over from the word of God.  It is found, for example, 

when worshipers profess the truth with their lips but do not have the Lord in 

their hearts.  They look like they are believers.  They say and do the right 

things.  But it's not real.  The parable of the Pharisee and the tax collector 

 8



who went to the temple to pray paints a picture of a man who claimed to 

love the Lord but only loved himself.  That is a yeast we need to purge from 

our hearts.   

 Matthew also speaks of the leaven of the Sadducees.  The Sadducees 

were materialists.  They thought that this life was the only life and that there 

was no resurrection or hereafter.  We still find this yeast today.  It is 

especially thick in seminaries and among clergymen.  It is astounding how 

many professors and pastors claiming to be Christians do not believe in 

miracles, in heaven or in hell.  They reject the authority of the Bible.  They 

say Jesus was only a man, albeit a special sort of fellow.  Flee from such 

men.  Have nothing to do with them.   

 In the Gospel of Mark the evangelist speaks about the leaven of 

Herod.  Herod, of course, was a wicked and depraved king.  This yeast is 

worldliness.  Herod was a friend of the world, much like the rich man who 

lived in opulence while Lazarus, a sick and starving beggar, perished right at 

his front door.  This yeast stands for selfishness, greed, gluttony, indulgence 

and a total disregard of the word of God.  If this is in our heart, how can we 

feed upon Christ?  And if we cannot feed upon Christ, how can we be 
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nourished?  And if we are not nourished by Christ, how can we keep from 

perishing?   

 And note this.  The Israelites were to eat unleavened bread for seven 

days.  The seven days point to a time of completeness.  We are never 

finished in the task of sanctification.  It is a battle we will have to fight all 

our lives on earth.  And notice this too.  They were to remove all the yeast 

from their houses.  They were to get rid of it altogether.  Here is the 

application.  If you want to resist temptation, stay out of temptation's way.  

Don't think that you can flirt with sin and not be compromised.  Don't think 

you can play with fire and not get burned.   

 As the verse ends it tells us that anyone who eats anything with yeast 

in it from the first day to the seventh day "must be cut off from Israel."  This 

is a reference to Old Testament Church discipline.  The expression is used 36 

times in the first five books of the Bible, mostly in connection with worship 

and sexual immorality.  It shows how seriously these regulations are to be 

taken.  Trifle with them and you will find yourself cut off from fellowship 

with God's people.   
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 Let me say a word about church discipline.  It is designed in the first 

place to protect the integrity of Christ's name and the purity of his body, the 

church.  But it is also designed to be a warning and a protection to the hearts 

of men.  Paul, in I Corinthians, speaks of it as a way of winning back a lost 

brother to Christ.  I read these words in a sermon last week: 

 The Baptists, last century, as they wrote manuals of church 
discipline for their local churches had beautiful phraseology in this 
regard.  When they had gone through the various steps of church 
discipline and had been unable to win a brother back, they said this.  
Before the congregation the charges were read, the brother was put 
out of the fellowship and this was said at the end of the ceremony: 
"We will cease to call him brother, and now call him friend."  In other 
words, he was no longer considered a brother in Christ.  But this was 
not an act of spite or meanness or vengeance.  He was to be 
considered a friend who might be won back into the brotherhood.   

 In verse 16 there are two more instructions.   

 On the first day hold a sacred assembly, and another one on the 
seventh day.  Do no work at all on these days, except to prepare food 
for everyone to eat--that is all you may do. 

The feast is to be observed on the first and seventh days with holy 

assemblies.  The word for "hold assembly" or convocation is a technical one 

used for religious gatherings on the Sabbath or on other sacred days in 

Israel.  The community was to gather together for worship--to gather 

together to meet the Lord.  And on those days no work was to be done.  In 
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this the regulation is very much like the Sabbath laws that are set down in 

Exodus 16, 20 and 34.   

 Have you ever wondered why God would have such regulations?  

Why would God want a day set aside like this?  Well, for one, we have been 

designed in such a way that we need periodic rest.  If we go day after day 

after day without rest, we will suffer burnout and breakdown.  But there is 

something even more important going on here.  Think of it this way.  The 

Sabbath regulations are God's way of saying, "Beloved, I want your full 

attention.  I want you to be thinking of me.  I want you to be thinking about 

who I am and of what I have done.  I want you to be thinking of my grace.  

My benefits.  My laws.  My ways.  My glory."    The day is set aside for 

God's glory and for our blessing.  It always has been. 

 The last five instructions are found in the next four verses. 

 Celebrate the Feast of Unleavened Bread, because it was on this 
very day that I brought your divisions out of Egypt.  Celebrate this 
day as a lasting ordinance for generations to come.  In the first month 
you are to eat bread made without yeast, from the evening of the 
fourteenth day until the evening of the twenty-first day.  For seven 
days no yeast is to be found in your houses.  And whoever eats 
anything with yeast in it must be cut of from the community of Israel, 
whether he is an alien or native-born.  Eat nothing made with yeast.  
Wherever you live, you must eat unleavened bread. 

Now notice two things.  The people have not yet been brought out of Egypt, 

yet God says, "Celebrate the Feast of Unleavened Bread, because it was on 
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this very day that I brought your divisions out of Egypt."  Here's the point.  

When God announces something, it is so true that, even if it hasn't actually 

happened yet, it is just as certain as if it had.  God's promises are like that.  

They are firm and sure, certain and true and are utterly to be depended upon.   

 The second thing is this.  The people are to celebrate because of God's 

deliverance of them.  We do not worship God so that he might deliver us.  

Worship is not a way of trying to win the grace and favour of God.  We 

worship God because his deliverance has come and his favour has been 

bestowed.  We worship God out of thanksgiving and praise for all he has 

done for us.   

  

 In the minute that remains let me close with this.  Our lesson tonight 

reminds us that we ought to come before the Lord well prepared and focused 

upon him.  We are to put aside all distractions and concentrate on our God 

who has dealt with us in mercy and grace.  After all, if God had not first 

reached out to us and drawn us to himself, we would not be here.  Because 

he has, we owe him an attentive ear, a receptive heart and lips prepared to 

praise his holy name.  In Christ's name.  AMEN.  
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