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In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit; AMEN. 

 This is the fifth evening in which we have been considering the 

Passover.  We will be dealing with it for a few more weeks after this as well.  

This is as it should be, for it reflects the importance of Passover in the life of 

Israel.  I don't know how we could emphasize Passover too much.  For 

example, with Passover came a change in the calendar of Israel.  From this 

time forth in their history, the Passover and subsequent escape from Egypt 

were to mark the beginning of the Hebrew year.  From this time forth the 

Israelites had a sacrament or ordinance or memorial that would remind them 

of their hard bondage under Pharaoh, their miraculous rescue at the hand of 

their sovereign Lord and the duty of thankfulness and praise they owed Him 

whom they were called to worship.  And from this time forth they had a 

wonderful picture of their Redeemer, the Messiah and Holy One of Israel, 

the blessed Lamb of God who kept and protected them by offering himself 

as a sacrifice and substitute for their sins and by sheltering them under his 

blood.   

 Now in our last couple of lessons, God has been talking to Moses and 

giving him instructions about the Passover and what must happen.  As our 

lesson begins tonight, we find that God's message to Moses has come to an 
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end; now it is time for Moses to bring that message to the people and 

implement God's commands.  So that is what he does.  Let's go through 

Moses' message to Israel a verse or two at a time. 

 Our lesson begins, 

 Then Moses summoned all the elders of Israel and said to them, 
"Go at once and select the animals for your families and slaughter the 
Passover lamb." 

The command to commence the Passover is given.  It is to begin 

immediately.  The Passover lambs are to be selected according to the criteria 

God had outlined and slaughtered as prescribed.  Now notice this.  This is 

done within the context of the family.  We have here a time of family 

worship.  The father is to act as the priest.  He is charged with instructing his 

children and family--and in certain cases his extended family--in the things 

of the Lord.  But the elders of Israel are to oversee and encourage this family 

worship.  The elders are to set the example for the rest of Israel.  They are to 

give oversight, to see that things are done decently and in good order, 

according to the command of God.  They are to provide spiritual care and to 

see to it that the fathers of Israel carry out their responsibilities in a way that 

is God-honouring.  Now this first Passover took place some 3,400 years ago.  

Nevertheless, the principles at work here remain the same today.  Elders 

have been given the responsibility of the spiritual oversight of the 
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congregation and are charged with leading and encouraging the flock in such 

a way that God would be worshiped according to his command and for his 

glory and praise alone.  This is a heavy responsibility; we are to aid the 

elders of the congregation by being receptive to their ministry and obedient 

to the voice of the Lord, that their work might be a joy.   

 Our lesson continues, 

 Take a bunch of hyssop, dip it into the blood in the basin and 
put some of the blood on the top and on both sides of the doorframe.  
Not one of you shall go out the door of his house until morning. 

The orders about the worship service continue.  The blood of the sacrificial 

lamb was to be applied to the doorposts and lintels with "a bunch of hyssop."  

Hyssop is a plant that has many stalks.  These stalks or branches are tied 

together in bunches to be used as a brush.  Later on hyssop brushes were 

used in various rites in the tabernacle and the Temple.  For example, the 

priests would dip a hyssop brush in blood and sprinkle it upon a healed leper 

in order to certify that he had been cured and was ready to come back into 

society.  Hyssop, over time, became a symbol of purification and that is what 

we see beginning in our lesson tonight.  A lowly plant is transformed by 

being used for a noble purpose.  God uses people in that same way.  He lifts 

up the humble.  He places his word on the lips of men like Moses--men who 
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have less than stellar records.  He gives each one of his people gifts to be 

exercised in his name.  Even you; even me.   

 There is another thing for us to notice about the hyssop plant and the 

spreading of the Passover blood.  You can think of it this way.  The blood of 

the Passover lamb had been shed but that was not enough; it had to be 

applied to Israel.  It would do no good if it were not sprinkled on the 

doorposts and lintels of the Israelite houses.  The same principle applies to 

the sacrifice of Christ at Calvary.  Our Lord's death on the cross provides a 

storehouse of righteousness large enough to cover all of our sins.  But it is of 

no avail if his merit--his goodness and righteousness--stays in the storehouse 

and is not applied to the sinner's heart.  Jesus provides wonderful riches, but 

they must be applied.  His blood must not only be shed, it must cover sinners 

if they are to be washed and made into new, forgiven people.   

 How does that happen?  How does the righteousness of Christ 

provided at the cross become ours?  This is the work of the Holy Spirit.  He 

comes to us.  He applies the sacrifice of Christ to us.  How?  By giving us 

the gift of faith.  Faith is the instrument by which the riches of Christ are 

made ours, even as a hyssop brush was the instrument by which the blood of 

lamb was applied to the doors of the Israelite homes.  It is by faith and faith 
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alone that the goodness and righteousness and holiness and perfection of 

Christ are given to us, are applied to our hearts.     

 Look at the lesson again, at verse 23: 

 When the Lord goes through the land to strike down the 
Egyptians, he will see the blood on the top and sides of the doorframe 
and will pass over that doorway, and he will not permit the destroyer 
to enter your houses and strike you down.   

This verse confirms that it is God himself who will carry out judgement 

against Egypt.  He controls and directs the destruction of the Egyptian 

firstborn.  It is grim work, but it is fitting.  Pharaoh had tried to have all the 

boy babies of the Hebrews put to death.  He had decreed that they be 

strangled at birth.  And when confronted by Moses and the word of God 

commanding him to free the Israelites, Pharaoh would not relent.  He would 

not let the Israelites go to worship the Lord God.  Time and time again he 

had been warned.  Plague after plague had fallen.  And still he had hardened 

his heart.  God's message to him through Moses was this:    

 Then say to Pharaoh, "This is what the Lord says: Israel is my 
firstborn son, and I told you, 'Let my son go, so he may worship me.'  
But you refused to let him go; so I will kill your firstborn son." 

He would not heed the warnings.  God's judgement fell.  Let me be 

absolutely clear here so there is no mistake.  The death that befell Egypt was 

not the result of some sort of demonic force out of God's control.  It was the 
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result of God's decree.  It was his sovereign will and power that were at 

work here.  The "destroyer", an angel of the Lord, is doing God's bidding.   

 Our next verse reads, "Obey these instructions as a lasting ordinance 

for you and your descendants."   Now it seems from the Biblical text that 

this command was not followed with precision.  There are only seven 

occasions in which a Passover celebration is recorded.  It was celebrated 

here, in the desert during the time the Israelites wandered, when the 

Israelites entered the Promised Land under Joshua, during the days of King 

Hezekiah and King Josiah and after the return from captivity under Ezra.  

Now there would have been Passover celebrations not recorded in Bible, of 

course, but there are indications that for extended periods of time no 

Passover celebrations were held.  For example, under Hezekiah the Passover 

was held on the second month rather than the first because not enough 

priests had bothered to consecrate themselves, nor had the people gathered 

in Jerusalem.  And when Hezekiah sent word to all Israel to come to 

Jerusalem to celebrate the Passover, the Bible tells us that many of the 

people "scorned and ridiculed" the invitation.   

 The most important depiction of the Passover, however, is the last 

one--the Last Supper, as it is called.  It was at this last Passover supper that 
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the Jesus taught that he was himself the Passover Lamb who would be 

sacrificed to bring his people out of the bondage of sin.  All of the meaning 

and symbolism of Passover found its fulfillment in the person and ministry 

of Jesus.  And so the Passover supper was transcended and the Lord's Supper 

was instituted.  The bread of communion is a sign and seal of Jesus' body 

which has been broken for us.  The wine is a sign and seal of his blood 

which has been shed for us.  And when we eat and drink these tokens we are 

proclaiming our faith that even as bread and wine nourish our bodies, so the 

broken body and shed blood of Christ feed and nourish our souls to 

everlasting life.  We feed on Christ through faith.  We believe on him and 

receive all his benefits--forgiveness, new life, the Holy Spirit in our hearts, 

peace with God and comfort in all adversities. 

 Let's look at the next three verses together. 

 When you enter the land that the Lord will give you as he 
promised, observe this ceremony.  And when your children ask you, 
"What does this ceremony mean to you?" tell them, "It is the Passover 
sacrifice to the Lord, who passed over the houses of the Israelites in 
Egypt and spared our homes when he struck down the Egyptians."  
Then the people bowed down and worshiped.   

  "Then the people bowed down and worshiped."  The last time Moses tells 

us that the people had worshiped was back in Exodus 4.  It was before any of 

the plagues had begun.  It was before any of the audiences with Pharaoh had 
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been held.  God had promised the people, through Moses, that he would 

deliver them and his rescue operation began.  At first the Hebrews had 

bowed low in worship, but as the hand of Pharaoh grew harsh in response to 

the word of God delivered by Moses, their lips fell silent and their hearts 

turned cold.  They grumbled against Moses and Aaron.  Their 

acknowledgement of God and their thanksgiving to him ceased.  But now, 

on the night of their deliverance and the destruction of their enemies, they 

once more bow low and worship.  I have said it before and I will say it 

again: that is what God's people were made to do.  We were made to 

worship.  We were called out of the world to serve the Lord, praising his 

name, telling of his deeds, offering our lives to him in thanksgiving, giving 

him the glory in all things.   

 Their command from God is to "observe this ceremony."  The word 

used for ceremony is the same word used for "labour" or "service."  The 

great question we have been dealing with these past months is this: Whom 

will you serve?  Will you serve Pharaoh or will you serve God?  Pharaoh 

wanted the Israelites to serve him.  God was determined the Israelites would 

serve him.  Which was it to be?  Who was really sovereign?  Who would win 

this contest of rulers?  Would it be the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob or 

the gods of the Egyptians?  We know the answer to that.  God had decreed 
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that his people will serve him.  He had elected them.  He has called them.  

He has made them his own and his own they will remain and nothing will be 

able to change or obstruct his will in this matter.  The contest between God 

and Pharaoh is really no contest at all.  And in our lesson next week we will 

hear Pharaoh say, "Go, worship the Lord as you have requested.  Take your 

flocks and herds, as you have said, and go."  And when he says to Moses, 

"And also bless me," Moses gives no reply.  There will be no blessing for 

Pharaoh, only God's curse. 

 Verse 28 reads, " The Israelites did just what the Lord commanded 

Moses and Aaron."  This exact phrase is repeated 64 times in Exodus, 

Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy, Joshua and Chronicles.  It is repeated so 

often to make it abundantly clear that God is concerned that his people obey 

his commands for worship precisely, just as he has commanded.  Beloved, 

God is not to be trifled with.  He is a consuming fire.  You remember the 

vision Isaiah had.  It is recorded in the sixth chapter of that book.  Isaiah has 

a vision of the throne room of God.  Around the throne the seraphim are 

hovering on their six wings.  In the ranks of the angels--and there are a lot of 

different kinds of angels--the seraphim are at the top.  They are in the 

presence of God himself.  They hover around him.  And they call back and 

forth one to another, "Holy, Holy, Holy" as they give God glory and praise.  
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Now here is the point.  These angels are perfect and pure.  They are sinless.  

Without spot or stain or blemish.  But in spite of their purity, they still cover 

their faces with two of their wings, for the glory of God is so bright they 

must hide their faces from him or be consumed.  If that is true of these 

angels, who have never sinned, how true must it be of sinners like us?  We 

are not to come before God's throne in a casual, unthinking or presumptuous 

manner.  We are to come humbly, clothed in that righteousness that comes 

through faith. 

 Do you remember Uzzah?  He was a priest and one of those charged 

with the care of the Ark of the Covenant.  One day the priests moved the 

Ark.  Rather than carry it as they were supposed to, using the long poles that 

fit into the loops at the corners of the Ark, they put it on an ox cart.  Along 

the way the cart hit a soft patch and lurched.  The Ark was about to tumble 

off and land in the dirt.  Uzzah reached out and steadied the Ark so it would 

not fall.  At that very instant God struck him dead. The law, you see, was 

very clear.  He was not to touch the Ark.  He knew that.  But he thought he 

knew better.  His whole company of priests had thought they knew better 

when they put the Ark on the cart in the first place.  But God is not to be 

ignored; he is to be obeyed.  And beloved, we need to think about these 

things as we approach our God in worship too. 
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 Our lesson ends with the fall of the tenth and last plague. 

 At midnight the Lord struck down all the firstborn in Egypt, 
from the firstborn of Pharaoh, who sat on the throne, to the firstborn 
of the prisoner, who was in the dungeon, and the firstborn of all the 
livestock as well.  Pharaoh and all his officials and all the Egyptians 
got up during the night, and there was loud wailing in Egypt, for there 
was not a house without someone dead. 

All Egypt is stricken in this plague.  Rich and poor, high born and common--

it makes no difference.  Even the firstborn of the cattle are struck dead.  And 

so Pharaoh is humbled.  He is roused from his sleep by his advisors.  A great 

cry has gone up throughout the land.  Pharaoh, the god of Egypt, has been 

unable to protect his people and the one who threatened to kill Israel, the 

firstborn of the Lord, finds his own firstborn have been taken instead.  A 

terrible judgement has fallen. 

 Let me close with a quotation from A. W. Pink.  It gives us the 

application: 

 The very first message which the Lord commanded Moses to 
deliver to Egypt's ruler was, "This saith the Lord, Israel is My son, 
even my firstborn; And I say unto thee, Let My son go, that he may 
serve Me; and if thou refuse to let him go, behold, I will slay thy son, 
even thy firstborn."  It is evident from the sequel that Pharaoh did not 
believe this message.  In this he accurately represented the men of this 
world.  All through this Christian dispensation the solemn word has 
been going forth, "Except ye repent ye shall all likewise perish."  But, 
for the most part, the Divine warning has fallen on deaf ears.  The vast 
majority do not believe that God means what He says.  Nevertheless, 
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though oftentimes men's threats are mere idle words and empty 
bombast, not so is it with the threatenings of Him who cannot lie.   

 It is true that God is slow to anger and long does he leaven open 
the door of mercy, but even His longsuffering has its limits.  It was 
thus with Pharaoh and his people.  Pharaoh received plain and faithful 
warning and this was followed by many appeals and preliminary 
judgements.  But this haughty king and his no less defiant subjects 
only hardened their hearts.  And now the threatened judgement from 
heaven fell upon them and neither wealth nor poverty provided any 
exemption--"there was not a house where there was not one dead."  A 
most solemn proof is this unto rebels against God today, that in a short 
while at most, unless they truly repent, Divine wrath shall smite them. 

Hearken to the divine warning.  Heed God's word.  There is mercy and there 

is wrath.  Choose mercy and live.  In Christ's name.  AMEN.
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