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In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit; AMEN. 

 Our lesson last week brought us to Passover night, and a terrible night 

for the Egyptians it was.  At the command of God, at midnight, the 

"destroyer" went throughout the land entering each house which was not 

marked on its doorposts and lintels by the blood of the Passover lamb.  The 

firstborn were struck dead.  The Bible tells us the extent of the disaster: it 

went "from the firstborn of Pharaoh, who sat on the throne, to the firstborn 

of the prisoner, who was in the dungeon, [to] the firstborn of all the livestock 

as well."   Without exception, their lives were forfeit.  Wealth, status, fame 

and family could not stay this destroyer's hand.  Age, infirmity, poverty, 

obscurity--these things did not matter either.  If you were firstborn and not 

sheltered under the blood of the lamb, your life was over in an instant. 

 A loud wail went up throughout the land.  Officials woke Pharaoh 

from his sleep to apprise him of the situation.  A complete and total defeat--

an utter humiliation--had befallen him.  And remember: This was not simply 

a political defeat, although it was that to be sure.  The greatest nation and 

empire of the day has lost to a rag-tag group of slaves.  But what is most 

important is the fact that we have here primarily a religious defeat.  Pharaoh 

represented in his person the gods of the Egyptians.  He himself was the 
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embodiment of their whole divine assembly.  But he had proven himself to 

be incapable of protecting his people.  He had shown himself to be impotent 

against the plagues that had repeatedly buffeted his country.  And now, on 

this night, the dead in Egypt were piled up just as earlier the land had been 

filled with piles of dead frogs.   

 And not only has Pharaoh been shown up, the Lord God of the 

Hebrews has been glorified.  His word has proven to be true.  His promises 

have come about, just as he has said.  His power has proven to be 

unassailable as his judgements are carried out fully and powerfully.  There is 

a passage from Numbers 33 that speaks of this victory of God and defeat of 

Pharaoh.  Listen to this: 

 The Israelites set out from Rameses on the fifteenth day of the 
first month, the day after the Passover. They marched out boldly in 
full view of all the Egyptians, who were burying all their firstborn, 
whom the Lord has struck down among them; for the Lord had 
brought judgement on their gods.     

The religion of the Egyptians was exposed.  The glory of the one, true and 

living God was revealed. 

 Now as we come to our lesson tonight we find that Pharaoh is 

desperate--desperate to rid his land of the Hebrews.  How ironic it is.  Earlier 

 3



he could not stand the thought of letting them go; now he cannot stand the 

thought of letting them stay.   

 During the night Pharaoh summoned Moses and Aaron and 
said, "Up!  Leave my people, you and the Israelites!  Go, worship the 
Lord as you have requested.  Take your flocks and herds, as you have 
said, and go.  And also bless me." 

Humbled, Pharaoh summons the prophets of God.  Before he had told them 

that the next time he saw them he would kill them.  He was wrong about 

that, as he was wrong about so much.  He summoned them not to kill them 

but to give them everything they had ever asked for.  And to give it to them 

quickly.  "Up!  Leave!"  These words are found elsewhere in Scripture to 

indicate urgency and great haste; they are the very same words Lot used to 

urge his sons-in-law to flee from Sodom for their lives.   

 "Up!  Leave my people, you and the Israelites!" says Pharaoh.  Notice.  

He calls them Israelites for the first time.  This is an acknowledgement of 

their status as a people.  While they were not yet a nation, they were soon to 

be.  "Go, worship the Lord as you have requested."  And so the great 

question is answered.  Do you remember how the central theme in this 

contest between God and Pharaoh centers on the question, "Whom will you 

serve--Jehovah or Pharaoh--whom will you worship?"  This answers the 

question.  We have our answer.  God is jealous of his glory.  He alone is 
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worthy to be worshiped and he will make sure his people turn to him for 

their blessing. 

 "Take your flocks and herds, as you have said, and go."  Earlier 

Pharaoh had tried to restrict the freedom of the Israelites to worship.  "You 

can go to worship your God," he said, "but you are not to go too far."  "You 

can go," he said, "but you must leave your families behind.  You must leave 

your cattle behind."  Pharaoh now gives in to each and every demand made 

of him by Moses.  He has, at least for the moment, recognized his defeat.  

He recognizes it so well that he even pleads for a blessing from Moses.  

"And also bless me."  This is the penultimate humiliation.  Imagine.  

Pharaoh asking these prophets of Jehovah for a blessing.   The only thing 

worse than his asking was their not answering.  In this silence Moses and 

Aaron made themselves perfectly clear.  There would be no blessing for 

Pharaoh; instead the curse of God would abide upon him.   

 Do you hear echoes of Paul's Letter to the Philippians here?  I think 

we do.  In Philippians 2 Paul writes, 

 And being found in appearances as a man, he humbled himself 
and became obedient to death--even death on a cross!  There fore God 
exalted him to the highest place and have him the name that is above 
every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in 
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heaven and on earth and under the earth and every tongue confess that 
Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

Pharaoh bowed down before the Lord, confessing his impotence and seeking 

his blessing.  Now he did not do that because he had come to love the Lord.  

He hated him with all his heart.  And on the day that Paul is speaking of, 

though every knee will bow, not every heart will love Jesus.  Many will bend 

the knee because the Lord Jesus has shattered their knees with the iron rod 

of his judgement.  But whether willingly or unwillingly, with love or with 

hatred, the Lord God will be confessed and God will be glorified.  We have a 

small foretaste of that great day in our lesson from Egypt tonight. 

 Turn to the lesson again. 

 The Egyptians urged the people to hurry and leave the country. 
"For otherwise," they said, "we will all die!"  So the people took their 
dough before the yeast was added, and carried it on their shoulders in 
kneading troughs wrapped in clothing.  The Israelites did as Moses 
instructed and asked the Egyptians for articles of silver and gold and 
for clothing.  The Lord had made the Egyptians favourably disposed 
toward the people, and they gave them what they asked for; so they 
plundered the Egyptians.   

Now this is wonderful and it is wonderful because it fulfils exactly what God 

had told to Abraham more than 400 years earlier.  In Exodus 15 God cuts a 

covenant with Abraham.  It's a fascinating chapter.  In these days when 

people entered into a covenant, they would sacrifice animals.  They would 

cut them up and place them on the ground in a long parallel line.  They 
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would then pronounce the stipulations of the covenant--what each party was 

bound to do.  And then they would walk in the lane between the pieces of the 

slaughtered animals.  By this they were signifying that they would keep their 

promises--or they would suffer the same fate as the animals that had been 

killed.  Cutting a covenant involved a blood oath that was utterly serious in 

its implications.   

 In any event, when God entered into a covenant with Abraham, the 

patriarch didn't walk between the animal parts.  Instead God caused 

Abraham to fall asleep and God himself moved between the pieces.  This 

tells us that God himself would take upon himself the penalty for our sin.  

And in Jesus Christ that is what he did.  He received the death penalty we 

had earned.  He took our place.   

 In any event, God caused Abraham to fall into a deep sleep.  He 

covered the patriarch with a thick and dreadful darkness, like the plague of 

darkness that the Egyptians suffered.  And then he said to Abraham, 

 Know for certain that your descendants will be strangers in a 
country not their own, and they will be enslaved and mistreated four 
hundred years.   
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This prophecy was fulfilled precisely as God had said.  Abraham's 

descendants were made slaves in Egypt.  But God has also said more.  He 

had further said to Abraham that same night, 

 But I will punish the nation they serve as slaves and afterward 
they will come out with great possessions. 

Egypt was punished.  And God's people came out with great possessions.  So 

God had decreed.  So it came to pass.   

 Now there are those who have a problem with this.  They think it 

amounts to theft.  That is the wrong way to look at it.  The Israelites had 

worked for four hundred years without remuneration.  Their labours had not 

been requited.  They had been kept in abject poverty by their hard 

taskmasters.  God was simply seeing to it that past wrongs were righted.  

And note this.  God added a very similar provision for his own people.  This 

comes from Deuteronomy 15: 

 If a fellow Hebrew, a man or a woman, sells himself to you and 
serves you six years, in the seventh year you must let him to free.  
And when you release him, do not send him away empty handed.  
Supply him liberally from your flock, your threshing floor and your 
winepress.  Give to his as the Lord your God has blessed you.  
Remember that you were slaves in Egypt and the Lord your God 
redeemed you.  That is why I give you this command today. 

 Let me make one more point about these possessions.  They were used 

by the people both for good purposes and bad.  On the one hand, some of the 

gold was used to make the furnishings of the tabernacle in which God dwelt 
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and the people worshiped.  On the other hand, some of the gold was used to 

fashion the golden calf--the idol the Israelites perversely bowed down and 

worshiped as the god who had brought them out of Egypt.  Here's the point.  

Wealth can be used either for purposes that honour God or for purposes that 

dishonour him.  It is not the riches in themselves that are the problem; is 

how we decide to use them.  Beloved, we need to be very careful to use our 

wealth only and always in a way that honours God and brings blessing to his 

name and his people.  God granted his people freedom from Egypt.  He gave 

them prosperity.  He grants us freedom from sin.  He has made us 

prosperous beyond anything any Pharaoh ever imagined.  We are not to use 

our freedom and prosperity to make ourselves slaves of money.   

 The lesson continues, 

 The Israelites journeyed from Rameses to Succoth.  There were 
about six hundred thousand men on foot, besides women and children.  
Many other people went up with them, as well as large droves of 
livestock, both flocks and herds.  With the dough they had brought 
from Egypt, they baked cakes of unleavened bread.  The dough was 
without yeast because they had been driven out of Egypt and did not 
have time to prepare food for themselves. 

Now think about this for a moment.  That day some 600,000 men left Egypt.  

The word "men" here indicates fighting men as opposed to non-combatants, 

women and children.  Most commentators think there must have been some 

2-3 million people on the march.  There were other people along with them 
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as well.  These were non-Israelites.  They would have included Egyptians 

and others from that land who had come to believe and fear the word of the 

Lord and who had cast their lot in with the God Israel.  Here's the point.  

When Jacob went down to Egypt Israel was only one family.  All Israel 

amounted to was some seventy or so people along with a handful of sheep 

and goats.  Now, after 400 years of oppression and the worst conditions 

imaginable, we find that the nation rather than perishing has multiplied 

greatly.   

 From a human standpoint it doesn't make any sense.  The only 

possible explanation is the providential hand of God at work.  It is he that 

has done this thing.  Even in the midst of her tears and suffering and hard 

labour, God was with Israel working in her to fulfill his purposes for her.  He 

was working in her with such strength that no schemes against her could 

prevail.  Psalm 105 puts it this way: 

When they were but few in number, 
Few indeed and strangers in it, 

They wandered from nation to nation, 
From one kingdom to another. 

He allowed no one to oppress them, 
For their sake he rebuked kings: 
"Do not touch my anointed ones; 

Do my prophets no harm." 

God's protecting, providential hand was upon them. 
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 The same is true of God's hand today.  He still holds his people in the 

palm of his hand and will not let them go.  On Saturday mornings we are 

studying the Westminster Confession of Faith.  It is perhaps the greatest 

Reformed confession of them all.  It its chapter on providence (V. 7.), it says, 

"As the providence of God doth, in general, reach to all creatures, so, after a 

most special manner, it takes care of his church and disposes all things to the 

good thereof."  God takes care of his church in a special way.  And what is 

his church?  It is the company of those who have true faith.  If you trust in 

God alone for your salvation, God is taking special care of you.  How 

special?  This special: He is taking everything that happens in your life and 

is turning it to your blessing.  Even the hard things in the end will be to your 

good.  God's care of his church is uninterrupted and incessant.  It has no end.   

 The lesson ends, 

 Now the length of time the Israelite people lived in Egypt way 
430 years.  At the end of the 430 years, to the very day, all the Lord's 
divisions left Egypt. Because the Lord kept vigil that night to bring 
them out of Egypt, on this night all the Israelites are to keep vigil to 
honour the Lord for the generations to come.   

Let me make one more closing remark.  Our lesson ends with another 

confirmation of the religious victory won by the God of the Hebrews.  The 

victory was won at night.  The main Egyptian god, the one that Pharaoh 

 11



supposedly embodied, was Ra, the sun god.  The Egyptians thought Ra went 

to the nether regions during the night.  The God of Israel, however, neither 

slumbers nor sleeps.  I think the best expression of this truth is found in 

Psalm 121: 

I lift up my eyes to the hills-- 
Where does my help come from? 

My help comes from the Lord, 
The Maker of heaven and earth. 
He will not let your foot slip-- 

He who watches over you will not slumber; 
Indeed, he who watches over Israel 

Will neither slumber nor sleep. 
The Lord watches over you-- 

The Lord is your shade at your right hand; 
The sun will not harm you by day, 

Nor the moon by night. 
The Lord will keep you from all harm-- 

He will watch over your life; 
The Lord will watch over your coming and going 

Both now and forevermore. 

Beloved, we do not have a part-time God.  We have a God who works all 

three shifts, every day.  He always has.  He always will.  And he works to 

bless and protect his own.  Such a God is to be trusted.  Such a God is to be 

obeyed.  Such a God is to be thanked, loved and praised.  That is our calling 

and our work.  That won't end either, whether here or in the eternity to come.  

In Christ's name, AMEN.  
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