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In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit; Amen.   

 This morning we are going to finish our study of Luke 6:12-16, the 

Lord’s choosing of the twelve apostles.  As we have already seen, the 

apostles can be divided into three groups of four each.  The first group is led 

by Peter, the second by Philip and the third by James, the son of Alphaeus.  

We know quite a lot about the first four, less about the second four and not 

much other than the names of those in the last group, except, of course, for 

Judas Iscariot who was not so much famous as infamous.  Last week we 

took a look at Peter, Andrew, James and John.  This week we will look at the 

rest, except for Judas Iscariot.   

 Philip is the fifth name on each of the four lists of the apostles found 

in Scripture and this suggests that he was the leader of this particular 

grouping.  His name is a Greek one.  It means “lover of horses,” and while 

he must have had a Jewish name too we are not told what it was.  He was 

most likely from a family of Hellenistic Jews.  Hellenized Jews were those 

Jews who had adopted the Greek language as their own, along with many 



aspects of Greek culture and customs.  This Philip was not the Philip who 

became an evangelist and converted the Ethiopian eunuch.  That Philip was 

a deacon in the early church and a completely different individual. 

 Now Philip, as we find out in the first chapter of John’s Gospel, was 

from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter.  They were most likely friends 

well before becoming disciples and they may have even attended the same 

synagogue.  Bethsaida was not that big a place.  It is also possible that he 

was a fisherman.  In John 21, after the death of Jesus, Peter decides to take 

up his old occupation and go fishing.  Thomas, Nathanael, James and John 

go with him along with two others who are not named.  Those two others are 

most likely Andrew and Philip because in other places in Scripture those two 

are always seen in the company of those who were named.   

Here’s the point: It seems that these seven were all fishermen and 

friends of longstanding.  They were from the same place.  They had the same 

job.  In his choosing of the Twelve, Jesus didn’t go on a worldwide 

executive job search.  He didn’t hire employment consultants or 

“headhunters”.  He said, as it were, “These men will do.  I will draw them to 

myself.  I will train them.  I will give them the gifts that they need.  I will 

give them power to serve and power to prevail.”  It is the same today.  It is 



not a question of what you bring to Jesus; it’s a matter of what he will bring 

to you.  He will bring you a new heart.  New priorities.  Forgiveness of sins.  

The fellowship of the Holy Spirit.  Gifts whereby to serve him and his 

world.  And he does it this way for a reason.  It is so that he alone will get 

the glory and the praise.   

 We meet Philip for the first time in John 1.  Jesus has just called 

Andrew, Peter and John to be his disciples.  I’ll pick it up at John 1:43: 

 The next day Jesus decided to leave for Galilee.  Finding Philip, 
he said to him, “Follow me.” 
 Philip, like Andrew and Peter, was from the town of Bethsaida.  
Philip found Nathanael and told him, “We have found the one Moses 
wrote about in the Law, and about whom the prophets also wrote—
Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.” 

Now think about this.  Jesus actually sought Philip out.  He looked for him.  

He found him.  He invited him to follow.  How full of grace and mercy our 

Lord is.  And Philip became a willing disciple.  Philip, you see, had a 

seeking heart, even though it was the Lord who sought him out and found 

him.  Philip had been studying the Scriptures.  He knew the promises of the 

Lord God, promises given through Moses and the prophets.  And then Jesus 

came to him and he saw the covenant promises of God fulfilled.  It reminds 

us of Simeon, doesn’t it?  Simeon, an old man, was waiting at the temple to 

see the consolation of Israel, the Messiah.  The Holy Spirit had promised 



him he would see the Redeemer.  Simeon believed.  He saw.  He rejoiced.  

Philip believed, saw and rejoiced.  He received the Lord gladly, with no 

hesitation, no reluctance and not a shred of disbelief.  And all of this 

happened to Philip despite the fact that it was against his natural disposition 

and inclination. 

 Now what do I mean by that?  Let me explain it this way.  If you have 

ever worked in a committee with eight or ten people, you will know that 

when it comes time to make a decision, some people will almost 

automatically say “yes”, some will almost automatically say “no” and most 

will be in between the two extremes.  Now, after some time for 

consideration, those who say “no” will often change their minds, as will 

those who say “yes.”  But the point is some are wired to have a first response 

of no; some are wired to say yes.  Philip was wired to say “no.”   

 Let me illustrate this through two incidents in the biblical record.  

Judas Iscariot was the treasurer of the disciples.  Philip, it seems, was in 

charge of the meals and the logistics of the group.  In John 6 we find Jesus 

preaching on the far side of the Sea of Galilee.  A crowd of some 5,000 men 

(and who knows how many women and children) has gathered to hear him.  

As the people approach, Jesus looks at Philip, the man in charge of the 



meals, and asks, “Where shall we buy bread for these people to eat?”  Philip 

is stunned.  We can almost hear him do the math in his head.  “We have 200 

denarii.  A denarius will buy five loaves of bread.  That’s 1000 loaves of 

bread.  A third of a loaf each is 3,000.  We’ve got 12-15,000 people in total.  

It can’t be done.”  And so Philip reports to Jesus, “Eight months wages 

would not buy enough bread for each one to have a bite!”  In spite of the fact 

that he had seen Jesus turn water into wine, had seen him heal the sick and 

give sight to the blind, had seen him cast out demon and raise the dead, he 

says, in effect, “Lord, forget about trying to feed them.  It can’t be done.     

 Andrew, on the other hand, who is wired to say “yes”, takes a young 

boy to Jesus.  “Here is a boy with five small barley loaves and two small 

fish, but how far will they go among so many?”  Andrew isn’t sure how it 

can be done, but he catches a glimpse of the possibilities that are found in 

the Lord.  “Hey—it’s worth a try,” is his attitude. 

 If we look to John 12 we will see an incident that makes the point 

again.  A number of Greek Gentiles come to Philip.  They want to meet 

Jesus.  They approach Philip, presumably, because he has a Greek name and 

was a Hellenized Jew.  Philip seems unsure about what to do.  He has heard 

Jesus say, “Do not go among the Gentiles or enter any town of the 



Samaritans.  Go rather to the lost sheep of Israel.”  He has also heard him 

say, “”I was sent only to the lost sheep of Israel.”  So, instead of taking him 

to Jesus, he takes the Gentiles to Andrew.  He is saying, “This situation is 

not in the manual.  I want to see it in black and white before I take a chance 

of offending the master.”  Andrew, on the other hand, would take anybody to 

see Jesus.  And that is what he does with these men. 

 Now if you had had the responsibility of picking apostles you might 

not have picked Philip.  Too timid.  Too pessimistic.  Too tied to the rules 

and not enough of a visionary.  But Jesus picked him.  He picked him and 

used him mightily.  The Lord’s strength shone through Philip’s weaknesses 

and, tradition tells us, after the Lord’s ascension Philip became a missionary 

in Asia Minor—modern day Turkey—where he brought thousands to know 

the Lord and was martyred for the gospel some 18 years later. 

 Now Nathanael—also called Bartholomew—was a close friend of 

Philip.  As we have heard, Philip, on being found by Jesus, went to 

Nathanael to bring him to Jesus too.  Nathanael, something of a bigot, said to 

his friend, “Nazareth!  Can anything good come from there?”  Nazareth was 

a place of little reputation.  It was the boondocks or Galilee.  The sticks.  On 



the urging of Philip, however, Nathanael went along.  His meeting with 

Jesus went this way: 

 When Jesus saw Nathanael approaching, he said of him, “Here 
is a true Israelite, in whom there is nothing false.” 
 “How do you know me?” Nathanael asked. 
 Jesus answered, “I saw you while you were still under the fig 
tree before Philip called you.” 
 Then Nathanael declared, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God; you 
are the king of Israel.” 

Let me explain what is going on.  Jesus declares that Nathanael is “without 

guile.”  “You,” the Lord says, “are a true Israelite and true descendant of 

Abraham.  You are his spiritual offspring, a man of a circumcised heart and a 

genuine and living faith.”  When Nathanael asks him how he knows this, 

Jesus says that he saw him under the fig tree.  What is the significance of 

that? 

 In those days houses were small, cramped and hot.  Cooking was done 

inside and the one or two room houses got smoky, stuffy and uncomfortable.  

To help alleviate the heat, fig trees were planted around the house.  They 

weren’t very tall—15-20 feet—but they had wide spreading branches and 

lovely fruit.  It was the custom in those days to sit under the fig trees for a 

time of peace and quiet and prayer.  It was a private outdoor place of 

reflection and solitude.  When Jesus tells Nathanael he saw him under the fig 

tree, he is telling him, “Nathanael, I saw you in your prayer closet.  I saw 



your sincerity of heart.  I know that you have a heart for God and long to see 

the day of the Lord because I have heard your cries and have come to answer 

them.  You are right.  I am the one you seek.  I am the mediator between God 

and man, between heaven and earth.” 

 Matthew was the most notorious of the Twelve, being a tax collector 

and as such one of the most hated men in Israel.  Tax collectors were held in 

contempt, were considered to be on the same level as street prostitutes and 

were even forbidden to go to the synagogue.  What a shock it must have 

been for him to hear Jesus say, “Follow me,” and what a blessing to hear the 

Lord’s words, “It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick.  I have 

not come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.”  This is what I 

think is most interesting about Matthew.  In his Gospel he quotes the Old 

Testament 99 times.  That is more than all the other evangelists combined.  

And he quotes from all sections of the Old Testament.  He quotes from the 

Law—the first five books—from the prophets and from the psalms.  He 

knew the Bible intimately.  And remember—he was not allowed to go into a 

synagogue.  There can only be one explanation.  He knew the Bible because 

he studied it on his own.  He had a hunger of God’s word.  He knew the Old 

Testament, he believed in the promises of God, he looked for the coming of 

the Messiah, he left everything to follow him, and he became a man of quiet 



humility who knew the reality of forgiveness.  He heard and he recorded 

these words of Jesus: 

 Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will 
give you rest.  Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am 
gentle and humble in heart and you will find rest for your souls, for 
my yoke is easy and my burden is light. 

 Thomas we all know as doubting Thomas, although that is perhaps a 

little unfair.  He was a bit like Philip—a natural pessimist and a worrier.  But 

there were moments when he rose to the occasion.  One is found in John 11 

and concerns the raising of Lazarus from the dead.  Now as you recall 

Lazarus was the brother of Martha and Mary and a special friend of the 

Lord.  He fell seriously ill and the sisters called for the Lord to come 

quickly.  The Lord tarried.  It was his purpose not to heal a sick Lazarus but 

to raise a dead one.  When Jesus knew Lazarus was dead, he said to his 

disciples, “Let’s go back to Judea.”  The disciples didn’t think much of the 

idea, because it was only a little while ago the religious authorities in Judea 

had tried to stone him to death.  The disciples didn’t want any part of it.  And 

when Jesus explained the Lazarus had “fallen asleep,” meaning he had died, 

they said, “If he sleeps, he will get better.”  They were desperate not to go 

back—so desperate they couldn’t hear what Jesus was saying to them.   But 

when Jesus insisted—“Lazarus is dead...let us go to him,” it was Thomas 



who said, “Let us also go, that we may die with him.”  Thomas would rather 

die with the Lord than live without him and when he wouldn’t believe the 

Lord had risen without seeing him, it was because the loss of his dear Master 

and friend, if only for a few days, had broken his heart.  Jesus understood 

this very well.  He appeared to Thomas too.  He said to him, “Put your finger 

here; see my hands.  Reach out your hand and put it into my side.  Strop 

doubting and believe.”  We have a high priest who is able to sympathize 

with us in our weaknesses.  Thomas, tradition says, went to India.  He was 

speared to death for the sake of the Gospel and, some say, was buried in 

Madras. 

 The final three apostles are James, son of Alphaeus, Simon and Judas, 

son of James.  James, the son of Alphaeus, is pretty obscure.  We only know 

his name and a few other details of his life.  He was the son of Alphaeus.  

Now Alphaeus is also the name of Matthew’s father.  Could James and 

Matthew be brothers?  Perhaps.  There is no attempt in Scripture to 

differentiate two Alphaeuses, but neither is there any attempt to connect 

James and Matthew this way either.  His mother’s name was Mary.  This 

Mary was a devoted follower of Christ and an eyewitness to the crucifixion.  

She was also one of the women who prepared the body of Jesus for burial.  



She also had another son, Joses, who was a prominent believer, for he is 

mentioned several times in Scriptures. 

 James was called James “the Less.”  It was a nickname.  He might 

have earned it because he was small in stature.  It might have been because 

he was younger than James, the brother of John.  It might have been because 

he was less prominent that the other James.  In any event, he sought no 

recognition, displayed no great leadership, and worked quietly, in obscurity 

in the Lord’s vineyard.  In that way he was very much like you and me. 

 Simon the Zealot is next.  The Zealots were political activists.  They 

hated the Romans and the Roman occupation.  After a revolt they instigated 

in 6AD they were crushed.  They ceased to be a public movement and went 

underground.  They carried out terrorist attacks against Roman officials and 

institutions.  They were known in particular for their dagger work and arson.  

After hitting targets in Judea, they would flee to the hills of Galilee and hide 

out in caves.  Simon was one of these men, but Jesus changed him.  Before 

coming to know Christ, he would happily have killed Matthew, the tax 

collector and traitor.  Jesus made them brothers.  Tradition tells us that he 

went to the British Isles where he gave his life for the Gospel rather than for 

a political cause.   



 The last one to mention today is Judas, son of James.  He has three 

names.  Judas, which means “Jehovah leads,” was his given name.  Matthew 

calls him Lebbaeus and Mark calls him Thaddeus.  Lebbaeus is a Hebrew 

name that literally means “breast child.”  Thaddeus is its Greek equivalent 

and it literally means, “heart child.”  Both these names speak of a tender, 

child-like heart.  Simon was a gentle soul, a pious, believing disciple.  We 

find him in John 14.  Jesus is explaining to the disciples that he must go, but 

that he will not leave them comfortless.   

 I will not leave you as orphans.  I will come to you.  Before 
long, the world will not see me anymore, but you will see me.  
Because I live, you will live also.   

Simon’s mind is boggled at the thought.  “But Lord, why do you intend to 

show yourself to us and not to the world?  What is so special about us?  Why 

would you stoop down to us is this way?” 

 Sometimes people wonder why salvation comes only through Jesus 

Christ.  Worldly people ask, “Isn’t that narrow-minded of God?  Doesn’t that 

mean you God is too small?”  Simon knew better.  The question isn’t, “Why 

doesn’t God save everybody?  The question is, “Why, at such a cost, does 

God decide to save any sinners at all?  Why has God decided to save me?”  



To that question I have no answer to give, other than to say it pleases God so 

to do and to echo the words of the Apostle Paul:   

 Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of 
God!  How unsearchable his judgements, and his paths beyond tracing 
out!  Who has known the mind of the Lord?  Ort who has been his 
counselor?  Who has ever given to God that God should repay him?  
For from him and through him and to him are all things.  To him be 
the glory forever!  AMEN.   

In Christ’s name.  AMEN. 


