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In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit; AMEN. 

 Donald Bridge tells the story of an American congregation in the 

southern United States where folks in the worship services were accustomed 

to answering the preacher as he went along.  They would call out "Amen!" 

when the truth was told in a particularly compelling way.  They would call 

out "Help him, Jesus!" if it seemed to them that the preacher was beginning 

to founder.  On one occasion they were addressed by a minister with 

decidedly liberal leanings, the type of minister who regularly denies the 

miracles recorded in the pages of Scripture.  In any event, in his sermon he 

referred to the Israelites crossing the Red Sea.  One of the men in the 

congregation called out, "Praise the Lord for taking all those children 

through the deep waters.  What a mighty miracle."  The preacher frowned.  

Then, in a condescending way he explained that it wasn't a miracle at all.  

"They were in marshland.  The tide was going out.  The children of Israel 

made their way through the swampy ground in six inches of water."  The 

man in the congregation replied, "What a mighty miracle; God drowned all 

those Egyptians in six inches of water.  Praise the Lord."     

 Beloved, unbelief is the same in every age.  David, in unbelief, in an 

evil hour, said "I shall one day perish by the hand of Saul."  Unbelief led 
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Elijah to flee from the evil queen Jezebel after he had gained the victory 

over her prophets of Baal.  Unbelief caused Peter to deny his Lord three 

times and flee from the place of trial.  And how many of us, facing tragedy 

or suffering, have not cowered, indulging in moments of unbelief and doubt?  

And yet, as we will see with our lesson tonight, there is no difficulty too 

great for the Lord.  In fact, the greater the trouble, the greater the opportunity 

for God to display his power and grace.  Man's weakness is the canvas on 

which God displays his might.   

 That is, of course, why he chose Israel in the first place.  They were 

not powerful.  They were not numerous. They were nothing to write home 

about.  And so it was abundantly clear that anything that they achieved as a 

nation was only the result of God's hand upon them.  Do you remember that 

God told Gideon to get rid of the vast majority of his army and go into battle 

with an obviously inadequate force?  It was so that the victory would clearly 

belong to the Lord.  That is why our Lord picked common fishermen to be 

his disciples, rather than the powerful, rich and educated of the day.  It was 

to drive home the point that if anyone were to boast, he must boast not in 

himself, but in the Lord.  That is why God allowed the Apostle Paul to suffer 

a thorn in the flesh--so that his greatness would be displayed through Paul's 

weakness.  That is why God has called you.  Paul put it this way: 
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 Brothers, think of what you were when you were called.  Not 
many of you were wise by human standards; not many were 
influential; not many were of noble birth.  But God chose the foolish 
things of the world to shame the wise; God chose the weak things of 
the world to shame the strong.  He chose the lowly things of this 
world and the despised things--and the things that are not--to nullify 
the things that are, so that not one may boast before him.  It is because 
of him that you are in Christ Jesus…  

Beloved, there is no difficulty too great for the Lord.  It is God who does 

battle for us, and if he is for us, who can be against us.  Let that truth dwell 

richly in your heart and with it firmly nestled there, let's turn to our lesson, 

but first let me set the scene. 

 God led the Israelites out of Egypt.  He led them to the edge of the 

wilderness, from where they would be able to make their escape into the 

Promised Land.  But then, unexpectedly, he called on them to turn back.  He 

changed direction and led them to the shores of the Red Sea.  It was, 

militarily speaking, an untenable situation.  Egypt was behind them.  The 

Red Sea was in front of them.  They were trapped; their way of escape had 

been cut off.  When Pharaoh heard reports of this, he thought that the 

Israelites were wandering about territory in confusion and disarray, for there 

was no other explanation for their placing themselves in such a vulnerable 

position.  And seeing this, Pharaoh saw what he thought was his chance.  He 
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mobilized his army and, with this chariots in the vanguard, went forth to 

destroy the Israelites.   

 The Israelites looked up from their encampment and saw the dust of 

the approaching army.  First they called out to God in terror.  Then they 

began to murmur and complain, accusing Moses of leading them to their 

destruction.  Moses answered them forcefully, commanding them not to be 

afraid but to wait upon the deliverance of the Lord God.  And so we come to 

our lesson tonight. 

 Then the Lord said to Moses, "Why are you crying out to me?  
Tell the Israelites to move on.  Raise your staff and stretch out your 
hand over the sea to divide the water so that the Israelites can go 
through the sea on dry ground.  I will harden the hearts of the 
Egyptians so that they will go in after them.  And I will gain glory 
through Pharaoh and all his army through his chariots and his 
horsemen.  The Egyptians will know that I am the Lord when I gain 
glory through Pharaoh, his chariots and his horsemen.   

 The waiting is over.  The time of deliverance has come at last.  The 

climactic battle is beginning.  And as it begins, God comes to Moses and 

says something that is unique in the whole Bible.  He says to Moses, "Why 

are you crying out to me?"  Now this is an amazing thing.  As we have just 

seen, Israel looks to the west and sees the dust rising from the approaching 

Egyptians chariots and infantry.  She looks to the west and sees the waters of 
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the Red Sea.  Why shouldn't Moses be crying out to the Lord?  But the 

Lord's response is to chide Moses for calling out to him.  You see, he is 

saying, in effect, "Moses, this is no time for prayer.  This is time for action.  

I have already heard your prayers.  In fact, I have already answered them.  

And I am about to show you how I have answered them.  Your business, 

right now, is not to continue to pray for something I have already granted; it 

is to get up and go forward as I have commanded.  It is now time for you to 

stretch out your hand, for me to part the waters and for the people to move.   

 A. W. Pink makes a key point about this in his commentary of 

Exodus.  This is what he writes: 

 The best commentary upon this is Hebrews 11:29: "By faith 
they passed through the Red Sea as by dry land."  From this it is very 
clear that the waters of the Red Sea did not begin to divide until the 
feet of the Israelites came to the very brink, otherwise they would 
have crossed by sight, and not "by faith."  Equally clear is it that the 
sea was not divided throughout at once.  As another has said, "It does 
not require faith to begin a journey when I can see all the way 
through; but to begin when I can merely see the first step, this is faith.  
The sea opened up as Israel moved forward, so that every fresh step 
they needed to be cast upon God.  Such was the path along which the 
redeemed of the Lord moved, under his own directing hand.   

The situation is the same a little bit later in the Bible on as the Israelites 

cross the Jordan River under Joshua.  They were told that the priests 

carrying the Ark of the Covenant were to cross the Jordan River first.  Where 
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they crossed the river banks were steep.  The river was flowing swiftly.  The 

priests of Israel had to take a step forward, trusting that before their feet 

would hit the water, God would dry up the Jordan and make a way for them.  

If he didn't, they would be lost.  They stepped out in faith and entered the 

Promised Land.   

 Let me make another point, one about the scope of the miracle; it is a 

point a friend of Joanne Bakker made and that was forwarded to me.  He 

wrote, "God said to Moses to trust in him and to do what was asked of him.  

He did not doubt but I think I might have.  Think of this.  They had to get 

across the Red Sea at night.  Now, if they went on a narrow path, double file, 

the line would be 800 miles long and would require 35 days and nights to get 

through.  So there had to be a space in the Red Sea 3 miles wide so that they 

could walk 5,000 abreast to get over in one night."  Now that is a mighty 

miracle indeed.  There can be no other explanation for it.  And so once again 

we see that God insists on making it clear that he is the one who is to be 

praised and glorified; he is, after all, the one who is at work.  No one else 

could possibly do such a thing.   

 And note this too.  God gets glory through the Egyptians, through 

Pharaoh and through his armies.  These folks are enemies of God.  They hate 
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him thoroughly and they hate his people.  They want to oppress the Israelites 

or, failing that, to destroy them.  Nevertheless, God still uses them to his 

glory and praise.  It makes me think of Joseph's brothers.  They acted evilly 

and yet God meant it for good and through their wickedness a nation was 

saved and God was praised.  Here the Egyptians, bent upon destruction, will 

provide the occasion for the might of God to be seen clearly in Israel and in 

Egypt and for God's name to be praised throughout every following 

generation, until the end of the age.  God is sovereign.  He will be praised.  

All opposition to him will be fruitless.   

Why do the nations conspire 
And the peoples plot in vain? 

The kings of the earth take their stand 
And the rulers gather together against the Lord 

And against his Anointed One. 
"Let us break their chains," they say, 

"and throw off their fetters." 
The One enthroned in heaven laughs; 

The Lord scoffs at them. 
Then he rebukes them in his anger 

And terrifies them in his wrath. 

Praise his name. 

 Then the angel of God, who had been traveling in front of 
Israel's army, withdrew and went behind them.  The pillar of cloud 
also moved from in front and stood behind them, coming between the 
armies of Egypt and Israel.  Throughout the night the cloud brought 
darkness to the one side and light to the other side; so neither went 
near the other all night long.    
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 Here we see God protecting his people.  The pillar of cloud and fire 

moves to stand between Israel and the army of Egypt.  Now we need to be 

clear here.  This pillar is not something magical.  It is not some impersonal 

force field.  It is the visible manifestation of the angel of God and the angel 

of God is none other than a preincarnate manifestation of the Lord Jesus 

Christ.  At the point of maximum danger, God in Jesus Christ comes to stand 

between his people and the forces of evil that are seeking to destroy them.   

 Jesus is doing the same thing today.  Now your enemy is not Egypt.  

Your enemy is sin.  And as a result of your sin, you have brought the 

judgement of God down upon your head.  But at the cross God's Son placed 

himself between you and the wrath and judgement of God.  And when God's 

wrath was poured out, Jesus bore it all.  That is what we mean when we say 

week after week in the Apostles' Creed that Jesus "descended into hell."  We 

mean that on the cross Jesus bore the punishment that each and every one of 

his children deserved to suffer.  And because he did that, there is no more 

wrath of God aimed at you.  It has all been used up.  It has been taken away 

from you forever.  And so in the Exodus, as in the Passover, we have a 

picture of the redemption found in Christ alone. 
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 Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and all that 
night the Lord drove the sea back with a strong east wind and turned it 
into dry land.  The waters were divided, and the Israelites went 
through the sea on dry ground, with a wall of water on their right and 
on their left.   

Let me say two things.  In the opening pages of Genesis in the story of 

creation we find that God separates the sea from the dry land so that he 

might make a place for his people to live.  Now, in these pages which speak 

of redemption, we find that God is again separating the waters from the dry 

land and making a place for his people to live.  You can think of it this way: 

We have a picture here of the new creation that is found through Christ's 

deliverance alone.  The second thing to note is this.  The Israelites 

contributed nothing to their deliverance.  They were simply recipients of 

God's mercy.  So it is with us today.  There is nothing we do to contribute to 

our being saved.  Just as we had no part of being born into this world, so we 

have no part in being born again.  It is only because of God's grace and 

mercy.  We are saved by grace alone through faith alone in Christ alone.  

That is the gospel.  It's not about you or me; it's about God and his grace and 

his glory. 

 Let's turn to the lesson again. 

 The Egyptians pursued them, and all Pharaoh's horses and 
chariots and horsemen followed them into the sea.  During the last 
watch of the night the Lord looked down from the pillar of fire and 
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cloud at the Egyptian army and threw it into confusion.  He made the 
wheels of their chariots come off so that they had difficulty driving.  
And the Egyptians said, "Let's get away from the Israelites!  The Lord 
is fighting for them against Egypt." 

Sometime between two and six o'clock in the morning the Lord decided it 

was time to deal with the pursuing Egyptians.  First he threw them into 

confusion.  He caused the wheels of their chariots to fall off and to jam up.  

Next he filled their hearts with terror.  And then, as he has ordained, as it 

says in Psalm 76, he caused "even the wrath of man to praise him."  The 

charioteers call out, "The Lord is fighting for them against Egypt."   

 Then the Lord said to Moses, "Stretch out your hand over the 
sea so that the waters may flow back over the Egyptians and their 
chariots and horsemen."  Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, 
and at daybreak the sea went back to its place.  The Egyptians were 
flowing toward it, and the Lord swept them into the sea.  The water 
flowed back and covered the chariots and horsemen--the entire army 
of Pharaoh that had followed the Israelites into the sea.  Not one of 
them survived. 

We have here a severe judgement--one that cannot but remind us of the great 

flood at the time of Noah, but what we need to note is this.  It was at 

daybreak that the sea flowed back and destroyed the army.  It was at 

daybreak that Amon-Ra, the sun god of Egypt, was thought to return from 

the underworld to take up his place on the throne of the universe.  So once 

again the One, true and living God shows the utter impotence of the false 

gods of Egypt.  Once again, as he displays his own power and glory, he 
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shatters the idols of Egypt.  Who is sovereign?  Who is the Lord?  Is it 

Amon-Ra?  Is it Pharaoh?  Or is it Jehovah?  God makes the answer 

unmistakable. 

 Our lesson ends, 

 But the Israelites went through the sea on dry ground, with a 
wall of water on their right and on their left.  That day the Lord saved 
Israel from the hands of the Egyptians and Israel saw the Egyptians 
lying dead on the shore.  And when the Israelites saw the great power 
the Lord displayed against the Egyptians, the people feared the Lord 
and put their trust in him and in Moses his servant.   

"The people feared the Lord and put their trust in him."  When people 

behold the salvation of the Lord, it always results in holy awe and faith.  It 

reminds me of the evening a storm rose up quickly over the Sea of Galilee 

when Jesus and the disciples were out in a boat.  Jesus was sleeping and, as 

the waves began to break over the boat the disciples woke him up and 

accused him.  "Teacher, don't you care if we drown?"  Jesus rebuked the 

wind and the waves.  "Quiet!  Be Still."  The wind and the waves obeyed 

him.  And at that point, even though the disciples had been afraid before, 

their fear increased.  "Who is this?" they asked.  "Even the wind and the 

waves obey him!"   
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 That is the question for you too.  Who is this?  Who is Jesus Christ?  

Is he Lord, or is Pharaoh?  Is he Lord, or is there something else in your life 

that takes first place?  This much is sure.  One way or another you will 

praise him.  You will praise him in terror and confusion, as the charioteers 

did, or you will praise him in holy fear and worship as the Israelites did on 

the day of their deliverance.  The choice is clear.  God grant us grace to 

receive him with humble and contrite spirits and to follow him all the days 

of our lives.  In Christ's name.  AMEN.   
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