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In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit; AMEN. 

 Tonight we come to what the New International Version calls the Song 

of Moses and Miriam.  Sometimes it is called the "Song of Redemption."  It 

is often called the "Song of the Sea."  It is the first recorded psalm or hymn 

of the Hebrew nation.  It sings praises to God for his redemption, for his 

bringing the children of Israel out of the darkness Egyptian slavery into the 

light of freedom.  It is, as one commentator put it, "a symphony of 

adoration."   

 The song itself can be divided up in a number of ways.  For example, 

you could divide it up thematically.  Looking at it that way, verses 1 through 

12 deal with the exodus itself, which is now past.  They focus upon what 

God has done.  The next verses, from 13 to 18, look ahead to God's 

conquering the land of Canaan and bringing the children to the Promised 

Land.  They focus upon what God will do.  The last verse, verse 21, is a 

refrain or chorus exalting God.  Rather than looking at it thematically, you 

could look at it structurally, asking yourself, "What are the various parts of 

this song?"  Looking at it that way, you would find that verses 1 through 6 

give us the first stanza.  Verses 7 through 12 make up the second stanza.  

Verses 13 through 16 form the third.  Verses 17 and 18 give us an epilogue to 
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the previous three stanzas and verse 21, after a brief prose interlude, gives us 

the refrain.  Tonight I am going to look at it the second way, simply because 

smaller portions of Scripture are easier to digest.  But before we get to the 

song itself, let me make a couple of points about hymns in general. 

 First, the hymns of the church are of vital importance to the health of 

the church.  Luther said that a singing church was a healthy church.  Now let 

me be clear.  Not all church hymnody is healthy.  There are any number of 

very bad hymns that have very bad theology and should be avoided like the 

plague.  And music itself can be dangerous.  It can be used to seduce rather 

than to uplift.  For example, there is such a thing as emotionally 

manipulative church music.  The constant repetition one finds in a number of 

contemporary church choruses these days strikes me that way.  Rather than 

praise God or exalt his deeds they seek to put people in a receptive, trance-

like emotional state so they will be more receptive to the message of the 

speaker.  The gospel does not need this sort of "help."  The Holy Spirit is 

more than able to apply the gospel to the heart all by himself.    

 That warning noted, a singing church is a healthy church.  Now there 

are a number of reasons for this.  First off, music has a way of touching the 

heart and that is reflected in our songs of praise.  Music has a way of moving 
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us from an intellectual appreciation of God to a warm, heart-felt love of our 

Lord and Master.  It is the humble and contrite spirit--the humble and 

contrite heart that God finds acceptable; hymns of praise help us to express 

that inward reality.   

 Second, the great hymns of the church are a blessing to man.  It is 

hard to sing the great hymns of the church without at the same time finding 

your heart lifted and your burdens eased.  Can a believer sing, "Immortal, 

invisible, God only wise" without rejoicing that his God is a God of majesty, 

beauty, power and holiness?  Can a believer sing "Holy, holy, holy, Lord 

God Almighty" without a sense of awe and wonder at the mystery of the 

Trinity?  Can the church sing "A Mighty Fortress is Our God" and not 

rejoice?   

 And third, there is something about music that makes memorization 

come easily.  Think of an old song you haven't heard in a while and you will 

soon find yourself recalling the words you haven't sung in ten, twenty or 

thirty years.  Church hymns can be used to great effect to teach us truths 

about God, about his promises, about what he has done and what he will do.  

The greatest hymnbook we have, of course, in the Book of Psalms.  Can you 

imagine not having the psalms?  Not having these words: 
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The Lord is my Shepherd, I shall not want. 

The Lord is my light and my salvation--whom shall I fear? 

God is our refuge and our strength, a very present help in trouble. 
Therefore we will not fear. 

I lift up my eyes to the hills.  Where does my help come from? 
My help comes from the Lord, 
The Maker of heaven and earth. 

 It is no surprise, then, that when we look through the pages of the 

Bible we find the children of Israel singing.  We have our first example 

tonight.  Before we get to it, let me give you a few more instances when the 

people of Israel sang to praise their God.  At the end of Judges 4 we hear 

these words.  "On that day God subdued Jabin, the Canaanite king, before 

the Israelites.  And the hand of the Israelites grew stronger and stronger 

against Jabin, the Canaanite king, until they destroyed him."  Chapter 5 

begins, "On that day [the day of God's victory] Deborah and Barak son of 

Abinoam sang this song."  The rest of the chapter contains the song itself, 

some 30 verses.  As you know, Isaiah 53 is a description of the suffering the 

Lord Jesus would undergo at the cross.  It is only fitting, then, that Isaiah 54 

begins with the words, "Sing, O barren woman, you who never bore a child; 

burst into song, shout for joy."  The people of Israel are to sing for joy 

because of their mighty Saviour.  In Deuteronomy 32 there is a wonderful 
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song of Moses, a song he sings to his people shortly before his death and just 

before they enter into the Promised Land.  At this key point in history, 

Moses sings so that his people will remember what they need to know.  After 

his song, this is what he says: 

 Moses came with Joshua son of Nun and spoke all the words of 
this song in the hearing of the people.  When Moses finished reciting 
all these words to all Israel, he said to them, "Take to heart all the 
worlds I have solemnly declared to you this day, so that you may 
command your children to obey carefully all the words of this law.  
They are not just idle words for you--they are your life.  By them you 
will live long in the land you are crossing the Jordan to possess.   

 Let's turn to our lesson.  The first stanza runs from verse 1 through 

verse 6: 

I will sing to the Lord, for he is highly exalted. 
The horse and its rider he has hurled into the sea. 

The Lord is my strength and my song; 
He has become my salvation. 

He is my God, and I will praise him, 
My father's God, and I will exalt him. 

The Lord is a warrior; the Lord is his name. 
Pharaoh's chariots and his army he has hurled into the sea. 
The best of Pharaoh's officers are drowned in the Red Sea. 

The deep waters have covered them; 
They sank into the depths like a stone 

Your right hand, O Lord, was majestic in power. 
Your right hand, O Lord, shattered the enemy. 

Now the first thing for us to notice is something that is missing.  You will 

not find Moses' name anywhere in this song.  It's interesting that the great 
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leader of Israel is not mentioned.  I think that is wonderful.  You see, this 

song is about God.  Its focus is on God.  Its aim is to celebrate the 

deliverance given by God alone.  Its goal is to give glory to God alone.  

Moses has no interest in becoming an object of admiration; in fact, he 

deliberately deflects attention away from himself to the One and Only who 

is the real deliverer of Israel.  You can think of it this way.  Moses wants to 

worship God.  He wants his people to worship God.  To make sure it 

happens that way, Moses gets out of the way.  In his commentary on this 

passage A. W. Pink sums it up this way: 

 "Then sang Moses and the children of Israel this song unto the 
Lord."  And what did they sing about?  Their song was entirely about 
Jehovah.  They not only sang unto the Lord, but they sang about him!  
It was all concerning Himself and nothing concerning themselves.  
The word "Lord" occurs no less than twelve times within eighteen 
verses!  The pronouns "He", "Him", "Thy", "Thou" and "Thee" are 
found thirty-three times!!  How entirely different from modern 
hymnology!  So many hymns today (if "hymns" they deserve to be 
called) are full of maudlin sentimentality instead of divine adoration.  
They announce our love to God instead of his love for us.  They 
recount our experiences instead of his mercies.  They tell more of 
human attainments instead of Christ's atonement…. Different far was 
this Song of Moses and Israel: "I will exalt him" sums it all up. 
   

 The second thing for us to see is this.  The redemption that is won for 

us by God alone ought to move us to heartfelt praise.  That is why we 

worship.  "I will sing to the Lord for his is highly exalted.  The horse and its 

rider he has hurled into the sea."  You see the same thing over and over again 

in the Psalms.  Look, for example, at hymn 20 in your hymnbooks, "All 
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People that on Earth Do Dwell."  It is a metrical rendering of the 100th 

psalm.  In verse three we are called to worship God.   

O enter then his gates with praise, 
Approach with joy his courts unto; 

Praise, laud and bless his name always, 
For it is seemly so to do. 

Now after this call to worship the psalm asks the question, "For why?"  Why 

is it that we are to praise the Lord?  Why should all people dwelling on the 

earth do the same?  "For why?"  For this reason: The Lord our God is good 

and his mercy is forever sure.  That's why.  We praise God because he is 

highly exalted in his victory over Pharaoh and his armies and his mercies to 

his people.  We praise God because he is highly exalted in his victory over 

sin and death and the grave and in his mighty salvation of mighty sinners.  

He is the source of deliverance and redemption and the fount of every 

blessing and hope of the believer. 

 A third thing for us to notice here is found in verse 2.  It tells us, "The 

Lord is my strength and my song."  Moses connects strength and singing.  

Nehemiah put it this way.  "The joy of the Lord is your strength."  You can 

think of it this way.  The more you are rejoicing in the Lord, the more power 

you shall have to walk in his way.  Disciples are to know the Lord, to trust in 

his sovereign will, to give thanks in all things and to rejoice.   
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 "Rejoice in the Lord always.  I will say it again: Rejoice!  Let 
your gentleness be evident to all.  The Lord is near.  Do not be anxious 
about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with 
thanksgiving, present your requests to God.  And the peace of God, 
which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your 
minds in Christ Jesus. 

The Lord is near.  Let your heart sing.  The Lord is near.  Do not fret 

yourself.  The Lord is near.  Come to him in prayer.  The Lord is near.  Let 

his peace enter and dwell richly in your heart.  And if you find it difficult to 

rejoice like this, what are you to do?  Remember who God is and meditate 

on him.  Remember what he has done and ponder his mighty works.  

Remember his promises, made to you and to your fathers before you.  And 

then trust him.  Walk in faith.  Say with Philip Bliss, "I will sing of my 

Redeemer and his wondrous love to me; on the cruel cross he suffered, from 

the curse to set me free."   

 Let's pick up the lesson from verses 7 through 12.   

In the greatness of your majesty you 
Threw down those who opposed you. 
You unleashed your burning anger; 

It consumed them like stubble. 
By the blast of your nostrils the waters piled up. 

The surging waters stood firm like a wall; 
The deep waters congealed in the heart of the sea. 

The enemy boasted, "I will pursue, 
I will over take them.  I will divide the spoils; 

I will gorge myself on them. 
I will draw my sword and my hand will destroy them. 
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But you blew with your breath, and the sea covered them. 
They sank like lead in the mighty waters. 
Who among the gods is like you, O Lord? 

Who is like you--majestic in holiness 
Awesome in glory, working wonders? 

You stretched out your right hand 
And the earth swallowed them. 

This second stanza picks up and expands upon a theme introduced in the 

first stanza where God is described as a warrior.  This section of the song 

describes the destruction God unleashed upon the enemies of his people.  

Now this aspect of the character of God is not something that commends 

itself to modern man and so is ignored for the most part.  We need to come 

to grips with the truth, however, and the truth is that God is not only love, he 

is also light.  He is not only patient and kind, he is also holy and righteous.  

And because he is holy he hates sin and because he is righteous he must 

punish it.  And this, beloved, is something for which the believer should 

rejoice.   

 Now there are some who look at this song with horror.  They think the 

Israelites are crowing vindictively over the defeat of their enemies.  Some 

say that such worship is fit only for the fiercest of barbarians and not 

followers of the Lord Jesus.  But we need to note this.  The Israelites are not 

rejoicing over the defeat of their enemies--they are rejoicing over the defeat 

of God's enemies.  They sing, "In the greatness of your majesty you threw 
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down those who opposed you."  It is the vindication of the name of the Lord 

that the Israelites glory in.  The redemption of the Israelites through the 

destruction of the Egyptians exalts the living God and makes it clear that he 

is not one of many gods, but the One God that stands alone. 

Who among the gods is like you, O Lord? 
Who is like you--majestic in holiness, 
Awesome in glory, working wonders? 

You stretched out your right hand 
And the earth swallowed them. 

 Let's turn to the third stanza. 

In your unfailing love you will lead the people you have redeemed. 
In your strength you will guide them to your holy dwelling. 

The nations will hear and tremble; 
anguish will grip the people of Philistia. 

The chiefs of Edom will be terrified, 
The leaders of Moab will be seized with trembling, 

The people of Canaan will melt away; 
Terror and dread will fall upon them. 

By the power of your arm 
They will be as still as a stone-until your people pass by, O Lord, 

Until the people you bought pass by. 
The Song of Moses points us to God.  It moves us to praise the Lord with 

joy, for God is holy and mighty, a God of compassion and righteousness 

both.  Now, in this stanza, the singers point out that God leads his people to 

victory because of his "unfailing love."  Now the Hebrew word translated as 

"unfailing love" is chesed.  Sometimes it is translated as "covenant love," 

"everlasting love" or "lovingkindness."  That is what we see here.  He leads 

 11



his people like a shepherd.  He guides them by his strength.  He leads them 

to his dwelling place--first to Mount Sinai and then to the Promised Land 

and Mount Zion.  And as a result of this, the people who surround the 

Israelites are filled with the fear of the Lord.   

 Let me make one more point in closing.  Verse 18 reads, "The Lord 

will reign for ever and ever."  In Jehovah we have not simply a king, but an 

eternal, everlasting king.  And that is what the exodus was all about.  

Pharaoh wanted the children of Israel to serve him.  He denied the Lord 

God, saying in effect that he had never heard of him.  God, on the other 

hand, wanted the children of Israel to walk in freedom, that they might serve 

and worship him in freedom and joy.  The whole question we have been 

examining over the course of the last several months has been, "Who will be 

Israel's king, Pharaoh or God?"  Tonight Israel sings and rejoices that the 

Lord reigns forever.  Tonight the rest of the peoples tremble at the mighty 

work of the God of Jacob.   

 Is your heart singing tonight?  Is it singing because of the redemption 

won by our holy and merciful God?  Is it singing because he is leading us 

from this world to his kingdom of light and love?  Is it singing to the praise 
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of his name and his glory?  God grant us grace that this might be true of each 

one of us.  In Christ's name.  AMEN.
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