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In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, AMEN. 

Last week we saw God's hand of protection upon his people.  They were in 

Egypt to escape a famine and while there they prospered.  They "were fruitful and 

multiplied greatly and became exceedingly numerous."  But there arose a king  

who did not remember Joseph.  He feared the prosperity and the power of the 

Israelites in his land.  So he took steps.  First, he enslaved the Hebrew population and 

put them to hard labour.  Then he sought to enlist the Hebrew midwives in a plot to 

murder all the Hebrew baby boys.  Finally, when this did not work, he ordered his 

own people to kill all the newborn males.   

God protected his people in this, for he is a Sovereign God and in control of all 

things.  He was even in control of Pharaoh.  On the one hand, God allowed Pharaoh 

to go only so far in his plots against the children of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.  In all 

his oppression, the Hebrews nevertheless "multiplied and spread."   And on the other 

hand, God used Pharaoh, his household and his resources to raise up Moses who 

would be a divinely appointed instrument to save his people from the house of 

bondage.   

Last week we saw God's hand of protection on his covenant people.  In our 

lesson this week we see his hand of preparation on Moses.  Now if you were to come 

to the Bible with the wisdom of the world rather than the counsel of God, you might 
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think that on reaching manhood Moses was already prepared for the task at hand.  He 

had received the best education money could buy.  At forty years of age he was at  

the peak of his strength.  Stephen, before he was martyred, tells us "Moses was 

educated in all the wisdom of the Egyptians and was powerful in speech and action."  

Nothing was lacking, at least from a worldly perspective.  And Moses thought so too.  

He looked and saw the hard and bitter bondage that had been laid upon his people 

and he decided to take matters into his own hands.  Our lesson begins with that 

episode: 

One day, after Moses had grown up, he went out to where his own 
people were and watched them at their hard labour.  He saw an Egyptian 
beating a Hebrew, one of his own people.  Glancing this way and seeing no 
one, he killed the Egyptian and hid him in the sand.  The next day he went out 
and saw two Hebrews fighting.  He asked the one in the wrong, "Why are you 
hitting your fellow Hebrew?"   

The man said, "Who made you ruler and judge over us?  Are you 
thinking of killing me as you killed the Egyptian?"   

Then Moses was afraid and thought, "What I did must have  
become known."  

The king sought out Moses, to have him killed.  Moses fled into the desert. 

You all know the story of Genesis 22, the passage dealing with Abraham 

taking Isaac up to Mount Moriah to offer him as a sacrifice.  Someone once made the 

point that Abraham had gone from trusting in his own strength and having a son, 

Ishmael, by his servant Hagar, to the point where he could so trust God that he 

willingly bound his son Isaac and laid him on an altar of sacrifice.  Moses had to  
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make that same journey too.  He had to reach the point where he could trust in the 

strength of God alone.  And for him to reach that point, God sent him to school in the 

desert for forty years.   

Now there aren't many details given about Moses' time in the desert, tending 

the flocks of his father Jethro, but this much is sure: Out in the desert, away from 

Egypt, gave Moses time to think.  Time to commune with God.  One commentator 

put it this way: 

The din and noise, the bustle and confusion of Egypt, do not fall upon 
the ear in that distant place.  The crash in the monetary and commercial world 
is not heard there; the sigh of ambition is not heard there; this world's fading  
laurels do not tempt there; the thirst for gold is not felt there; the eye is never 
dimmed with lust, nor the heart swollen with pride there; human applause does 
not elate, nor human censure depress there.  In a word, everything is set aside 
save the stillness and light of the Divine presence.  God's voice alone is heard, 
his light enjoyed, his thoughts received.  This is the place to which all must go 
to be educated for the ministry; and there all must remain if they would 
succeed in the ministry. 

As we will see, forty years in the desert changed Moses. 

Let's turn now to Exodus 3:1 and the following verses: 

Now Moses was tending the flock of Jethro his father-in-law, the priest 
of Midian, and he led the flock to the far side of the desert and came to Horeb, 
the mountain of God.  [Horeb is the name of the mountain range; Sinai is a 
particular mountain in that range.]  There the angel of the Lord appeared to 
him in flames of fire from within a bush.  Moses saw that though the bush was 
on fire it did not burn up.  So Moses thought, "I will go over and see this 
strange sight--why the bush does not burn up." 
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Let me make two points.  First, the angel of the Lord is none other than Jesus Christ 

in his pre-incarnate form.  We find him appearing now and again throughout the 

pages of the Old Testament.  Get a concordance and look up all the places where "the 

angel of the Lord" is mentioned and you will find Jesus Christ.  Let me give you just 

one example.  It's found in Judges 2.  The Israelites are in the Promised Land but they 

have not obeyed the Lord.  They have not driven out the Canaanites before them nor 

banished their pagan worship practices.  Instead, they have accommodated 

themselves to worship that was detestable in the eyes of God.  So the angel of the 

Lord appears and addresses the Israelites in words that only God can truthfully 

speak: 

The angel of the Lord went up from Gilgal to Bokim and said, "I 
brought you up out of Egypt and led you into the land that I swore to give to 
your forefathers.  I said, "I will never break my covenant with you and you 
shall not make a covenant with the people of this land, but you shall break  
down their altars.  Yet you have disobeyed me.  Why have you done this?  
Now therefore I tell you that I will not drive them out before you; they will be 
thorns in your sides and their gods will be a snare to you." 

The second point concerns the bush that was burning but not consumed.  What 

is the significance of that?  The short answer is this: It is a picture of God's grace.  

Let's look at the different elements in the picture.  In the Bible fire is a symbol of 

God's judgment, of his holiness burning hot in the face of our unrighteousness.  

Moses tells us in Deuteronomy that our God "is a consuming fire," a "devouring  
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fire."  Jesus speaks of the "eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels."  The 

Book of Revelation speaks of "the lake of fire [which] is the second death."  Fire is a  

symbol of judgment.   

The word used for "bush" is "seneh."  It means "thorny bush."  Bramble.  The 

bush is a picture of Jesus Christ, the one who wore the crown of thorns as he endured 

the curse and fire and judgment of God for our sake.  It is a picture of the great 

Substitute who took upon himself all the sins of all his people.  It makes me think of 

Isaiah's words in his great chapter describing Jesus, chapter 53.  This thorny "root out 

of dry ground" that had "no beauty or majesty to attract us to him" and "nothing in 

his appearance that we should desire him," was the one who took our sorrows and 

was pierced for our transgressions.  The fire of judgment was upon him, and "by his 

stripes we are healed."  The burning bush is a picture of Jesus being judged in our 

place. 

One last element.  The bush was burning but it was not consumed.  Jesus 

endured the judgment of God.  He underwent the full wrath of God against the horror 

that is sin.  But he did not perish.  He endured the agony of hell.  He died.  But death 

could not hold him and on the third day he rose triumphant, alive for evermore.  The 

resurrection is the vindication of all that Jesus did in his earthly ministry.  It is God's 

stamp of approval on Jesus' taking away his people's sins and giving them his 

righteousness.  The burning bush gives us a picture, in the words of A. W. Pink, of 
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"how grace reigns, not at the expense of righteousness, but "through righteousness, 

unto eternal life, through Jesus Christ our Lord" (Rom.5:21). 

Let's continue with the lesson.  What a revelation for Moses.  First he sees 

God's holiness.   When the Lord saw that he had gone over to look, God called to him 

from within the bush, "Moses!  Moses!"  And Moses said, "Here I am." 

"Do not come any closer," God said.  "Take off your sandals, for the place were you 

are standing is holy ground."   

Next he sees that the God who addresses him is the God of the Covenant.  This 

is the God who has sworn by his own self to provide a Redeemer for his people.  

Then he said, "I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the 
God of Isaac and the God of Jacob."  At this, Moses hid his face, because he 
was afraid to look at God. 

This overwhelms him.  As Isaiah would do 650 years later, Moses hid his face in fear. 

Then, after revealing his glory and holiness, God displays his compassion.    

The Lord said, "I have indeed seen the misery of my people in Egypt.  I 
have heard them crying out because of their slave drivers, and I am concerned 
about their suffering.”   

He has seen their afflictions.  He has heard their cries.  And as one translation puts it, 

he "knows their sorrows."   
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Beloved, do you know that there is one who has seen your afflictions?  Do you 

know that there is one who has heard you when you cried out to him in your sin and 

misery and bondage?  Do you know that there is one who knows your sorrows, who 

understands what you are going through?  "But Ken," you might say, "all these 

problems I have brought upon myself.  There is nobody else to blame.  I'm not a 

victim; I'm the perpetrator.  Why should God listen when I am the one who messed 

up?"  If you are thinking along these lines, I've got good news for you today.  Jesus 

didn't suffer, die and rise again to save the righteous.  He did it to save sinners.  And 

he comes today bringing forgiveness to those who are without excuse.  The only 

thing you need in order to come before God and receive forgiveness is a broken 

heart.  He will give you a new one and send his Spirit to live in you so that you might 

learn how to use it in a way that gives him glory and expresses his love in your life. 

And what a sure salvation it will be.  Look at the lesson again: 

So I have come down to rescue them from the hand of the Egyptians and 
to bring them up out of that land into a good and spacious land, a land flowing 
with milk and honey--the home of the Canaanites, Hittites, Amorites, 
Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites.   

God simply, emphatically and unreservedly declares what he is going to do.  There is 

no doubt about it.  There is no "perhaps."  There is no "If you do this, I will do that."   

God is not offering to save Israel.  He is not inviting the Israelites to be saved.  He is 

sovereignly and powerfully declaring his purpose and unchangeable intention to save  

those whom he has chosen unto salvation.     
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Let me make an aside here.  How do you know if you are one of the chosen?  

How do you know if you are elect?  Here's a test.  Ask yourself this: Do I love Jesus?  

Do I seek to do his will in all things?  Do I hate the sin I do and long for a day when 

all sin will be forever behind me?  Do I find time spent with the Lord rich and sweet?  

If you sincerely answer, "Yes," to that question, it is because God has done a work of 

grace in your heart, and has made you one of his.  If you sincerely have to answer 

"No," to that question, "I don't particularly love the Lord.  I don't bother much about 

him.  I basically do what I want to do and live as I think I should," then you have not 

been saved.  Does that mean you are not chosen?  Not necessarily.  It may well be 

that God has brought you to this place today for that very purpose.  It could be that 

today is the day of salvation that God has appointed for you from before the creation  

of the world.  So obey him and be saved.  Turn from sin and self and embrace the 

Lord God.  Repent and know his salvation.  Why not?  Why would you not choose 

life? 

Finally, God tells Moses how he is going to accomplish his purpose to save: 

And now the cry of the Israelites has reached me, and I have seen the 
way the Egyptians are oppressing them.  So now, go.  I am sending you to 
Pharaoh to bring my people the Israelites out of Egypt. 

 9



I want to say two things in closing.  The first is this.  God says "now."  "Now."  The 

time, God's time, had come.  I ran into these words this past week: 

Now the four hundred years of servitude and affliction had run their 
ordained course.  Now the hour for Divine intervention had struck.  Now the 
time for Jehovah to deal with the haughty oppressor of his people had arrived.  
Now the children of Israel would be in a condition to appreciate the promised 
inheritance.  The pleasant pastures of Goshen and the carnal attraction of 
Egypt had, no doubt, quelled all longings for Canaan, but now that their 
afflictions were fast becoming unbearable, the land flowing with milk and 
honey would be a pleasing prospect. 

The last thing for us to consider is this.  To accomplish his plan of deliverance, 

God sent Moses.  He didn't have to.  He could have snapped his fingers and the 

Egyptian king and all his advisors would have fallen down dead.  He could have sent 

legions of angels to take care of the enemies of his people.  But he didn't.  He 

accomplished his plan by giving a ministry to Moses.  "I am sending you..."   

God is still doing things this way.  He grants his children the wonderful privilege of 

being his instruments in the bringing of sinners from bondage into freedom, from 

death to life. 

His people are instruments of his saving purpose.  Does that include you?  Yes 

it does.  Feel inadequate to the task?  You should, because you are.  But your God 

isn't.  In the next weeks we will see how God goes with Moses.  Down to Egypt.  

Through the desert.  Up the mountain.  To the border of the Promised Land.  He will 

go with you too, to comfort, guide and protect.  In your teaching your children about  
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Jesus; in your conversations with your neighbours about what Jesus has meant in 

your life; in your daily living that makes an unmistakable witness of what you 

believe in your heart; in all things, trust in God's strength.  Rest upon him with 

confidence and good cheer.  What he has decreed will come to pass, even if he has 

decreed it through vessels of clay like you and me and Moses.  In Christ's  

name.  AMEN 
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