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In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit; AMEN. 

“Blessed are you when men hate you, when they exclude you and 

insult you and reject your name as evil because of the Son of Man.”    It’s 

interesting, isn’t it?  We’ve just gone through the first three beatitudes.  

These beatitudes give us a portrait of a truly Christian character.  We have 

seen that it includes poverty of spirit, a hunger for righteousness and a 

mourning over sins.  It hardly seems likely that these qualities would 

threaten anyone, or would solicit anything but agreement and praise, yet 

Jesus tells us that people with these characteristics can expect persecution.  

Paul makes the same point in II Timothy when he says, “everyone who 

wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted.”  In Philippians 

he put it this way: “For it has been granted to you on behalf of Christ not 

only to believe on him, but also to suffer for him.”  And the Apostle Peter 

wrote these words in his First Letter, echoing the beatitude we are dealing 

with tonight: 



 Dear friends, do not be surprised at the painful trial you are 
suffering, as though something strange were happening to you.  But 
rejoice that you participate in the sufferings of Christ, so that you may 
be overjoyed when is glory is revealed.  If you are insulted because of 
the name of Christ, you are blessed, for the Spirit of glory and of God 
rests on you. 

There is an intimate connection, then, between the Christian life, persecution 

and suffering. 

 Now before we go on to talk about this I want to make a cautionary 

point, because there is room for a great danger of misunderstanding here.  

This is especially true these days when, for some reason, many people think 

of themselves as victims.  Many people see persecutions wherever they look.  

Danielle Crittenden is an accomplished writer and the wife of political 

commentator David Frum.  Some time ago she wrote a column for the 

National Post.  She described a scene that illustrates my point: 

 Saturday afternoon at the mall.  I’ve come to buy jeans.  Instead 
I find myself discussing body piercing with three 12 year old girls.  It 
begins when one of them, pausing at a rack of stretchy halter tops, 
sighs that her mother will not let her get a second piercing in her ears.  
And she hasn’t even told her that she wants her navel pierced.  Her 
friends agree that this is deeply unfair. 

Beloved, there is no blessing promised for girls who are persecuted and 

oppressed by their mothers who refuse to let them pierce various body parts, 

get tattoos, wear revealing clothing or stay out all hours of the night.  Nor 



does this beatitude speak to those who are persecuted because they are in the 

wrong.  If we read further in the passage from I Peter 4 I just quoted we will 

find that it tells us that a Christian should not suffer for being, “a murderer 

or thief or any other kind of criminal or even...a meddler.”  And if you are a 

nuisance, fanatical, objectionable, foolish or difficult this beatitude is not 

speaking to comfort you.   

When I was in New York City a few years ago I walked through 

Times Square.  There was a man on a soapbox with a megaphone yelling out 

repeatedly something about repentance and the blood of Jesus and the Day 

of Judgment.  His actions brought no credit to the church or to Christ.  They 

left the impression that Christians were “wackos”.  Had the police come and 

taken him away they would have been doing a public service—and a service 

to the church.  He was assaulting the ears of all who passed by within 100 

feet.  In the same way, if you get fired from your job because you use your 

time at work to hand out religious tracts rather than get down to business it’s 

your own fault.  You should be fired.   

 No.  This beatitude, which is further fleshed out in Matthew 5, has to 

do with being persecuted “because of righteousness,” of being persecuted 

“because of the Son of Man.”  What does that mean?  The best definition I 



have run across is this: “Being righteous, practicing righteousness, really 

means being like the Lord Jesus Christ.  Therefore they are blessed who are 

hated, excluded, insulted and rejected for striving to be like him.”  But why 

would anyone be threatened by the Son of Man?  Let James Boice explain: 

 When Jesus came into the world in His righteousness he 
exposed the evil of the world, and men hated Him for it.  Before He 
came men could get away with hypocrisy, lying, dishonesty, 
selfishness, greed, and a long list of other vices.  They could excuse 
themselves by pointing out that other men were like themselves and 
that they were better in some of these respects than others.  After He 
came, all these vices were revealed for what they were, just as the filth 
of a sewer is revealed by thrusting a strong light into one of its 
openings.  Men hated the exposure of their evil nature that comes 
from the evidences of the righteousness of Christ and His followers.   

Jesus put it this way in John 3: “This is the verdict: Light has come into the 

world, but men loved darkness instead of light because their deeds were 

evil.”   

 You can think of it in this way: The thing about Christians that really 

rankles the world is this: Christians insist there are absolutes.  The Romans 

didn’t persecute Christians because they followed Christ.  They persecuted 

Christians because they followed Christ alone and made the claim that Jesus 

is the one and only truth, the one and only way.  They persecuted Christians 

because the Christian faith shows up all other worldviews and ideologies and 

religions.  It labels them as lies.  As false, deluding hopes that lead only to 



destruction.  They hate those who follow Jesus because Jesus is the Word of 

God and the Word is sharper than any two-edged sword.  Listen to Hebrews 

4: “It penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges 

the thoughts and attitudes of the heart.  Nothing in all creation is hidden 

from God’s sight.  Everything is uncovered and laid bare before the eyes of 

him to whom we must give account.”  That’s why the world hates Christ and 

Christians.   

 So hatred and persecution will come upon the Christian.  After all, we 

follow a crucified Saviour and we, as servants are not above our Master.  We 

should not think it strange if Christians encounter “fiery trials.”  Those trials 

are going on right now.  In the Sudan the Moslem government is actively 

persecuting Christians.  They are killing them.  Selling them into slavery.  

Forcing them to make a choice between starvation or conversion to the false 

religion of Islam.  It is happening in Egypt.  I know an Egyptian pastor.  He 

had to leave that country.  He also had to leave behind all his worldly 

possessions.  The government stole them.  It was that or jail.  Cuba is a 

cesspit of persecution against Christians--particularly evangelical Christians.  

Worship God in Cuba and you might find yourself without work, without an 

education or in prison.  The same is true in China.  In Indonesia.  In Koala 

Lumpur the government just last week banned the possession of all Bibles in 



their native tongue.  It is now a criminal offense to have the Scriptures in 

that land.  In Saudi Arabia and Kuwait evangelizing is illegal and should a 

citizen convert from Islam to Christianity he can expect to lose all civil 

rights and be imprisoned.  It is a common story throughout many parts of the 

world.  There have been more Christians martyred in this past century than 

in all the previous centuries combined.   

 That sort of overt, radical persecution is not happening in our country.  

For one reason, though we no longer have a Christian society we have the 

memory of a Christian society.  Our country still espouses certain Christian 

values and tolerance is one of them.  But it is also the truth that while our 

society still tolerates us we have become far more tolerant of our society and 

of the world.  Sometimes we escape persecution because we are simply not 

shining with the light of Jesus strongly enough to be noticed.  Persecution 

should bring us to our knees in prayer.  Lack of persecution should bring us 

to our knees in prayer too.  It should cause us to search our hearts to see 

what it is we are lacking. 

 But although persecution is not overt in Canada that does not mean it 

isn’t there.  It is present in subtle and sometimes not so subtle ways.  If you 

read newspapers or watch the evening news on television, for instance, it 



will soon become clear to you that for the most part the media elites sneer at 

Christians and consider them fundamentalist Neanderthals.  You will rarely 

find an example of a godly Christian on the television or in the movies.   

Pastors in particular are often shown to be puritanical hypocrites and 

judgmental boors.  In the art scene it is fashionable to depict Christian 

subjects in obscene ways.  A short time ago a picture of Mary, the Lord’s 

mother, smeared with elephant dung, was hung on the wall of a New York 

City museum.  There was outrage, not over the picture, but over the fact that 

then Mayor Guliani wanted to make sure the tax dollars of Christians wasn’t 

used to support this “artistic” effort.  “How dare he!” was the cry that was 

raised from the rooftops.   

There are other examples I could cite.  A teacher certification board in 

British Columbia refused to certify people who had been educated at a 

Christian university on the grounds that they discriminated against 

homosexuals.  The board didn’t have any evidence to show that any 

discrimination had actually happened—it was their argument that anyone 

holding the Christian faith had, by that fact alone, proven himself to be 

unsuitable for the classroom and too dangerous to be around children.  A 

judge in Manitoba has ruled that the Bible contains hate literature.  It may be 

that in the foreseeable future a person reading Romans 1 from a pulpit might 



be charged with the criminal offense of inciting hatred.  Our public 

universities, particularly in the liberal arts field, are forthrightly hostile to 

Bible-believing Christians.  If you send your children to any public 

university in Canada today there will be a systematic attempt to divest them 

of the morals they arrived with.  Their faith will be ridiculed and held in 

contempt.  They will be shamed in class in front of their peers.  Pressures 

will be brought to bear against them in an effort to inculcate secular and in 

particular radical values.  Pro-abortion, pro-homosexuality, pro-radical 

feminism; anti-family, anti-religion, and especially and above all anti-

Christian.  That is what many parents unknowingly pay thousands and 

thousands of dollars for.   

 Beloved, I am not exaggerating.  I wish I were.  When I was at 

university thirty years ago there was a great freedom on campus.  We could 

say what we wanted to say.  We could express our thoughts.  We had to do it 

in a cogent way, mind you.  We had to make sense.  But if we wanted to 

argue something we were free to do so.  Fifteen years ago, the last time I 

was a student on campus, it became clear very quickly that there were 

certain things that simply could not be said if you were intent on graduating.  

Academic freedom was out the window.  Today things are even worse.   



 There are other areas of quiet persecution that you know better than I 

do.  James Boice makes the point this way: 

 It may take more grace and it may be a greater victory for a 
man to spend forty years of his life at the same desk in the same office 
watching other men being promoted over him because he will not do 
some of the things that are demanded of officers in his company than 
it would take for a John Hus to be burned at the stake for his 
testimony.  And it may be more of a victory for a housewife to stay at 
home, raising he family in the things of the Lord while her nit-picking 
neighbours laugh at her for being humdrum and unglamorous, than it 
would be for a Joan of Arc to die at Rouen. 

 Beloved, this beatitude tells us explicitly that Christians can expect 

persecution.  It also tells us that persecution can add to a Christian’s blessing 

and happiness.  To use a word that I have been hearing a lot of lately, that 

seems “counter-intuitive.”  How can persecutions increase happiness?  Let 

me make two points.  First, persecutions are evidence that a believer is 

united to Christ.  These are the words of our Lord, found in John 15: 

 If the world hates you, keep in mind that it hated me first.  If 
you belonged to the world, it would love you as its own.  As it is, you 
do not belong to the world, but I have chosen you out of the world.  
That is why the world hates you.  Remember the words I spoke to 
you: “No servant is greater than his master.”  If they persecuted me, 
they will persecute you also. 

If you are persecuted for Jesus’ sake it is an indication that you belong to 

him.  You are not your own.  You are not the world’s.  You are his, for you 



have been chosen by him and bought with a price.  Not gold.  Not silver.  

You have been bought by the shed blood of the Lamb.  Some 350 years ago 

Thomas Watson put it this way: 

 Did Jesus Christ deny himself for you?  He denied his joy; he 
left his Father’s house; he denied his honour; he endured the shame; 
he denied his life; he poured out his blood as a sacrifice upon the altar 
of the cross.  Did Christ deny himself for you, and will not you deny 
yourselves for him?   

If we have a true and living faith it is because we belong to Christ.  When 

the world sets its face against us because of our beliefs, it simply is 

confirming our status in Christ.  Isn’t confirmation of that in your life reason 

to rejoice?  Isn’t that the most precious truth you could ever have hidden 

deep in your heart?  Isn’t that a wonderful source of consolation in all the 

trials you face?  The catechism calls this “our only comfort.”  Our only 

source of true strength and lasting encouragement.  We belong, body and 

soul, in life and in death, to our faithful Saviour, Jesus Christ. 

 The second reason to rejoice is this.  If we are persecuted for Jesus’ 

sake it is evidence that the Holy Spirit is working in our hearts to turn us 

away from sin, to keep us on the path of righteousness that the world so 

hates.  If we are persecuted it is because the Holy Spirit is in us causing us to 



shine like Jesus.  He is transforming us into the likeness of Jesus.  Our life is 

testifying to Christ and the world is taking notice.  Boice says this: 

 If you have known examples in your life of the persecution 
about which we have been talking--by taking an honest path at word, 
by refusing to compromise on quality or service, by remaining pure 
when friends and acquaintances are profligate--you can rejoice at this 
evidence of God’s gracious and supernatural working. 

“Blessed are you when men hate you, when they exclude you and insult you 

and reject your name as evil because of the Son of Man.”  Persecution 

because you are becoming more and more like Jesus is evidence that the life 

you are living is a kingdom life right here and right now.  One day, on a day 

of the Lord’s own choosing, that kingdom will come in fullness and glory.  It 

is a day that is not far off.  And on that day great will be your reward in 

heaven.  And so, until that day, be of good cheer.  In Christ’s name.  AMEN.  


