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Text: Luke 6:27-36 
Sermon: Love for Enemies 

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit; AMEN. 

 Over the course of the past several weeks, as we considered the 

beatitudes found in the Sermon on the Plain, we found that Jesus was laying 

the foundation of the Christian life.  That life begins, he tells us, with 

spiritual poverty or it doesn’t begin at all.  This poverty is an absolute 

prerequisite.  Now who are the spiritually poor?  They are people broken by 

their sin.  They are those who know themselves to be weak and helpless 

before the face of God.  They are those who are unable to defend or save 

themselves.  They know their sins have left them without excuse.  They have 

heard the verdict and they know it’s true.  They stand guilty before a holy 

God, knowing that condemnation is what they deserve.   

From this starting point of poverty there arises in the newly born soul 

a spiritual hunger.  It is a hunger for that true and perfect righteousness that 

is acceptable to God but not natural to fallen man.  The apostle Paul knew 

that righteousness intimately and wrote about it with joy.  Listen to these 

words from the opening chapter of the Letter to the Romans.  Famished 



saints like Martin Luther and John Wesley, along with thousands upon 

thousands of others, have found rich nourishment here: 

For I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of 
God for the salvation of everyone who believes: first for the Jew, then 
for the Gentile.  For in the gospel a righteousness from God is 
revealed, a righteousness that is by faith from first to last, just as it is 
written: “The righteous will live by faith.”   

 The next step in the Christian life involves weeping.  This is a 

mourning over sins, a mourning over not being more like Jesus.  It is sorrow 

for missing the mark and falling short of the glory of God.  You can think of 

it this way: Every sin we commit is a sin against God and is an expression of 

defiance, ingratitude and rebellion against the God who loved us and sent his 

Son to die for our blessing.  Every time we sin we are denying the prayer we 

lift up day by day, “Thy kingdom come, thy will be done.”  When we sin we 

are saying, “My will be done.”  Why would we not weep over such a sad 

situation?  

 And fourth, Jesus has told us that those who build their lives on such a 

foundation can expect to be hated, reviled, mocked and excluded by the 

world.  If you are a friend of Jesus, you cannot be a friend of the world.  

There is no middle ground here.  You cannot serve both God and mammon, 

both the risen Saviour and the flesh.  The world did not receive the Master, 



but persecuted him; servants of the master can expect the same treatment, for 

we are not above our Lord.     

 Well, that’s the foundation and the start of the Christian life.  In the 

next part of his sermon, in our text for today, Jesus begins to fill in the 

details.  He has laid the foundation and now he begins to “build the house.”  

You can think of it this way.  If you were asked, “What does a Christian life 

look like?” how would you answer?  You might say that a Christian is a 

person who goes to church on Sunday.  You might say a Christian is a person 

who reads the Bible and prays and sings hymns.  You might say a Christian 

is a person who asks each day, “How can I give God glory and praise in 

what I do today?”  Or you might say, “Read Luke 6:27-36, for in those 

verses Jesus paints a picture of the Christian’s life. 

 Let’s look at our lesson: 

 But I tell you who hear me: Love your enemies, do good to 
those who hate you, bless those who curse you, pray for those who 
mistreat you.   

There are four things the Lord commands the Christian to do here.  Love 

your enemies.  Do good to those who hate you.  Bless those who curse you.  

And pray for those who mistreat you.  Notice: These four things touch the 



whole of the Christian.  They speak of attitudes, of actions, of words and of 

prayers.   

“Love your enemies,” Jesus commands.  Perhaps your question to him 

is this: But what do you mean by love, Lord?  How do you define it?  In the 

Greek there are four different words for “love”.  The differences are 

significant.  The first word, Eros, is a word the Bible never uses.  It refers to 

erotic love.  Now the Bible understands erotic love.  Read the Song of 

Songs.  But in biblical times the sexual love of the Greeks had become so 

perverse and degraded the Bible stayed away from that term altogether. 

 The second word for love is storge.  This word has to do with family 

love.  It is the love that mothers and fathers have for their children and 

children for their parents.  This word isn’t used in the Bible either, though it 

could be.   

 The third word for love is philia.  This word means “strong affection” 

and it gives such words as philharmonic (a love for music), philanthropy (a 

charitable love for men), and Philadelphia, the city of brotherly love.  When 

the risen Christ appeared to Peter and asked, “Do you love me?” Peter 



replied using this word.  He said, “Yes, Lord, you know that I love you.”  It 

is the highest love a human being in himself is capable of.   

 The fourth word for love is even stronger than this one.  It is the word 

for divine love.  Agape.  It is the word the risen Jesus uses in that 

conversation with Peter.  ‘“Peter, do you agape me?’  ‘Yes, Lord, you know I 

philia you.’”  It is also the word Jesus uses here in the Sermon on the Plain.  

James Boice defined it in this way: “This love is one that loves without 

variableness.  It loves even when the object of the love is hateful or 

unlovely.  You might say that it is love for no reason at all, or love even 

when there are ample reasons to discourage it.  It is Godlike love.”   

Now the measure of this love is the cross.  There is hardly a verse in 

the New Testament that, in speaking of agape-love, does not at the same 

time point to the cross.  Let me give you some examples: 

 “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that 
whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life” (John 3:16). 

 “I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives 
in me.  The life I live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who 
loved me and gave himself for me” (Galatians 2:20). 

 “This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his 
Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins” (I John 4:10). 



 “But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were 
still sinners, Christ died for us” (Romans 5:8). 

The cross is the measure of God’s love and Jesus tells us that as Christians 

we too are to have this divine love for our neighbours and our enemies both.   

We need to think about this too.  Christ suffered and died for sinners.  

That is, he died for those who were repugnant to him.  The holy One of God 

embraced those who were defiled.  And think of the extent of that 

defilement.  Not only were we sinners, we were trapped and helpless--sin 

had so perverted us, so deadened our moral faculties that we were in and of 

ourselves unable to hear his word, unable to receive his Holy Spirit, unable 

to submit to his holy law, unable to understand his teaching and unable to 

stop sinning.  Such is the love that is to be a characteristic of our lives.   

 Now faced with this you may well say, “Ken, if that is the love that is 

supposed to mark my life I might as well throw in the towel right now.  I 

can’t measure up.”  If you are thinking this way, I have three things to say.  

First, you are right.  You yourself cannot attain this love.  It is only possible 

for those who are in Christ.  His love must first dwell in your heart for this 

love to shine through you to others.  That is why in his sermon Jesus first 

laid the proper foundation of spiritual poverty, of hunger for righteousness 



and so on.  The Christian life is not a possibility for those who do not have 

Christ living in them.  If that is your situation, draw near to him and ask him 

to work his love through you.  Who knows?  It may be that he will give you 

a new heart and a new will and a new longing to make the decision to follow 

him in love and obedience.  Don’t go any further until you get that settled.   

 Second, if you are a Christian and are attempting to walk with the 

Lord in the power of his Spirit, but still find this sort of love distant and 

unattainable, here is some good advice from C. S. Lewis.  He wrote these 

words: 

 The rule for all of us is perfectly simple.  Do not waste your 
time bothering whether you “love” your neighbour; act as if you did.  
As soon as we do this we find one of the great secrets.  When you are 
behaving as if you loved someone, you will presently come to love 
him.  If you injure someone you dislike, you will find yourself 
disliking him more.  If you do him a good turn, you will find yourself 
disliking him less....  The difference between a Christian and a 
worldly man is not that the worldly man has only affections or 
“likings” and the Christian has only “[love].”  The worldly man treats 
certain people kindly because he likes them; the Christian, trying to 
treat every one kindly, finds himself liking more and more people as 
he goes on—including people he could not even have imagined 
himself liking at the beginning.   

It is as Jesus said: Make the decision to love, then act upon it.  Do good to 

those who hate you.  Don’t worry about any emotions of dislike you might 

have.  Love your neighbour and your enemy and the appropriate emotions 

will follow in due course.     



 And let it be done not only in deeds but in word as well.  Speak in 

such a way as to bless.  Christians are forbidden to speak disparagingly or in 

a denigrating fashion about others.  Go so far as to pray for those who 

despitefully use you.  Here is Martyn Lloyd-Jones.  I used this quotation last 

week when speaking Christian persecution, but it fits with our point today 

and Lloyd-Jones says it so well it bears repeating: 

 Instead of being bitter and harsh, instead of reacting in these 
terms of self and in a desire to get our own back, we must remind 
ourselves that in everything we do we are under God and before God.  
Then we must say: ‘Well now; why should this person be behaving 
like this?  What is it?  Is it something in me, perchance?  Why do they 
do it?  It is because of that horrible, sinful nature, a nature which is 
going to lead them to hell.’  Then we should go on thinking until we 
see them as going to their terrible doom, and at last become so sorry 
for them that we have no time to be sorry for ourselves, until we are 
so sorry for them, indeed, that we begin to pray for them. 

“So sorry for them that we have no time to be sorry for ourselves.”  Look: 

Because of Jesus we have been rescued from the greatest calamity that can 

ever befall anyone.  We have been rescued from the wrath of God against 

unrighteousness.  What earthly trial or burden laid upon us by our enemies 

can compare with the surpassing greatness of so full a salvation?  And how 

can we begrudge prayers to such folk when not so long ago we were 

standing in their shoes.  There, but for the grace and mercy of God, were we. 



 And third, let me conclude by saying that our Lord has indeed lifted 

up a high standard for his followers.  We are to be self-sacrificing and self-

denying.  We are to be longsuffering, meek and lowly of heart.  We are to 

put aside vindictiveness, malice, cruelty and unkindness.  We are to put them 

away from our hearts, from our lips, from our hands, from our prayers.  Now 

this doesn’t mean we are to be doormats.  It doesn’t mean there are no times 

when we are to stand up for our rights or the rights of others.  The Apostle 

Paul appealed to the court system of his day.  Jesus confronted those who 

were hurting his people.  He went so far as to twice cleanse the temple of 

fraudulent moneychangers.  There will be times when our insisting a person 

accept responsibility for his sinful actions and deal with the consequences 

will be the most kind, loving and God honouring thing we can do.  But there 

is to be no room for spitefulness of vengeance in the Christian soul.  These 

things are not for us.  They are to be put away forever.  We are to be 

merciful, for mercy is what we have received in full measure from our 

heavenly Father. 

 It is a humbling and convicting lesson we have today.  Let me finish 

with another word from Martyn Lloyd-Jones.  He writes,  

 But I have a word of comfort for you.  For unless I am greatly 
mistaken, every person confronted by these things feels at this 
moment condemned.  God knows I feel condemned; but I have a word 



of comfort at this point.  I believe in a God who “maketh his sun to 
rise on the evil and on the good, and sendeth rain on the just and on 
the unjust.”  But the God whom I know has done more than that; He 
has sent his only begotten Son to the cruel cross of Calvary that I 
might be saved.  I fail; we all fail.  But, “If we confess our sins, he is 
faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness.”  Do not feel that you are not a Christian if you are 
not living this kind of life fully.  But, above all, having received this 
comfort, do not presume upon it, but rather feel that it breaks your 
heart still more because you are not like Christ, and not as you ought 
to be.  If only we all might begin to live like this, and every Christian 
in the world were loving in this way!  If we did, revival would soon 
come, and who knows what might happen, even in the whole world. 

Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, bless those who curse 

you and pray for those who mistreat you.  In that way you will show 

yourselves to be sons of your Father in heaven.  In Christ’s name.  AMEM. 


