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Text: Luke 6:37-42 
Sermon: Four Commands 

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit; AMEN. 

For the last several weeks we have been studying our Lord’s Sermon 

on the Plain.  In this sermon Jesus first lays the foundation of the Christian 

life.  It begins with poverty of spirit, deep spiritual hunger and a profound 

sorrow over sins, which have broken fellowship with God.  To put it another 

way, a Christian knows that he is only a starving beggar, that it is his own 

fault he is in this situation and that God alone has the spiritual nourishment 

he needs.  And he knows that should God not be merciful he will surely 

perish and in his perishing he will yet have to confess that the Lord of all the 

earth has done only that which was right.     

After laying this foundation that tells us that only the grace of God 

can save us, Jesus begins to build a picture of what a life graciously touched 

by God looks like.  It will have these elements, the Lord says: a loving 

attitude even for those who are not loving; loving deeds even for those who 

hate, loving words even for those who curse; and heartfelt prayers for the 

salvation and blessing of those who insult and mock because of the name of 



Christ.  A Christian displays these attitudes even to his enemies, because 

while we were yet enemies of Christ, he died for us.  Having been so blessed 

by Jesus, how can we not offer the small token of our kindly regard to 

others? 

Well, in our lesson today Jesus continues to paint his portrait of the 

Christian life.  To do it he gives us four commands.  Do not judge.  Do not 

condemn.  Forgive.  And give.  Now in this Jesus is really painting a portrait 

of himself.  He said, “For I did not come to judge the world, but to save it.”  

He said, “For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, 

but to save the world through him.”  He said, “Father, forgive them, for they 

know not what they do.”  And as Paul said of our Lord in II Corinthians 8:9, 

“For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, 

yet for your sakes he became poor, so that you through his poverty might 

become rich.”  Jesus is telling us that we, his disciples, are to be like our 

teacher.  We are to grow, day-by-day, more and more, into the likeness of 

Jesus. 

Now I want to be careful here, for to say that there is absolutely no 

judgement, condemnation or wrath in Jesus is false.  There is.  Thomas 

Chalmers, one of the greatest Scottish preachers of the 19th century 



explained this in a sermon taken from Isaiah 27:4, in which the Lord says, 

“Fury is not in me.”  Chalmers wrote,  

It makes one shudder to think that there may be some here 
whom this devouring torrent of wrath shall sweep away; some here 
who will be drawn into the whirl of destruction and forced to take 
their descending way through the mouth of that pit where the worm 
dieth not and the fire is not quenched; some here who, so far from 
experiencing in their own persons that there is no fury in God, will 
find that throughout the dreary extent of one hopeless and endless and 
unmitigated eternity, it is the only attribute of his they have to do with. 
 But hear me before you have taken you bed in hell; hear me 
before that prison door be shut upon you that is never, never again to 
be opened!  Hear me, hear me, before the great day of the revelation 
of God’s wrath comes round, and there shall be a total breaking up of 
that system of things that looks at present so stable and so unalterable!  
On that awful day I might not be able to take up the text and say that 
there is no fury in God.  But oh, hear me—on this day I can say it.  
From the place where I now stand I can announce to you that there is 
no fury in God; and there is not one of you into whose heart this 
announcement may not enter.  Welcome will you be to enter with your 
beseeching God a league of peace and of friendship that shall never be 
broken asunder. 

Beloved, there is judgement and condemnation in the Lord, but not today, 

for today remains the day of grace.  There is yet time to turn and be saved.  

There is yet time to offer forgiveness and new life through the cross.   

Let’s turn to our lesson.  It opens with these words: “Do not judge, 

and you will not be judged.”  “Do not judge, and you will not be judged.”  I 

am going to focus today on these opening words, because, it seems to me, 

they are the most misunderstood words in the entire Bible.  They are often 



used to assert that there are no absolutes and that morality is ever flexible, a 

merely human construct.  More specifically, these words are used to justify 

behaviour of the vilest sort.  For example, if you make the suggestion in 

polite company that people ought to refrain from extra-marital affairs and 

hold to their wedding vows even though things have become difficult, you 

will most likely be advised to refrain from being judgemental.  After all, who 

are you to say what is right for somebody else?  “Judge not, lest ye be 

judged.”  If you suggest that babies ought not to be sucked from their 

mother’s wombs and be flushed down the drain, somebody will likely say, 

“But what if an unwanted pregnancy happened in your family?”  By that 

they mean to say, “It’s easy enough for you to take that stand now, but if the 

shoe were on the other foot you would abandon your principles and do 

exactly the same thing.  Judge not. Lest ye be judged.”  Ironic, isn’t it, that to 

be told, “Judge not” is, itself, a judgement. 

 Beloved, when our Lord say, “Do not judge,” he does not we are to 

suspend all faculties of moral discernment.  He does not tell us to call the 

darkness light or the light darkness or to suggest that there really is no 

difference between the two.  In fact, in many places in the Bible we are told 

explicitly to judge.  You don’t have to go very far to find them either.  Look 

at verse 43.  It says,  



No good tree bears bad fruit, nor does a bad tree bear good 
fruit.  Each tree is recognized by its own fruit.  People do not pick figs 
from thorn bushes, or grapes from briars.  The good man brings good 
things out of the good stored up in his heart, and the evil man brings 
evil things out of the evil stores up in his heart.  

In some sense, then, we must be able to make judgements to discern right 

from wrong, good from evil.   

 So judgement—spiritual discernment—is absolutely necessary and 

commanded of us by the Lord Jesus.  So what in the world is Jesus speaking 

of here when he tells us not to judge.  It must be something like this.  In 

some places we are commanded to judge; in others we are commanded not 

to judge.  It must be, then, that there are good ways of judging and bad ways 

of judging.  We must be discerning enough to know which is which.  For 

example, when I preach I must rightly divide the Word of truth.  I must make 

decisions about what it is saying and how it applies to me and to the 

congregation.  And woe to me if I do not use proper spiritual discernment.  

In the same way elders must judge, when listening to my sermons, whether 

or not I am preaching the gospel as revealed and approved in the Bible or 

another gospel that is foreign and condemned.  And woe to them if they do 

not discern.  You have a responsibility as well to test the spirits and see if 

they are of God.  You are to be like the Berean church we find in Acts 17.  

Listen to these words: 



 As soon as it was night, the brothers sent Paul and Silas away to 
Berea.  On arriving there, they went to the Jewish synagogue.  Now 
the Bereans were of more noble character than the Thessalonians, for 
they received the message with great eagerness and examined the 
Scriptures every day to see if what Paul said was true. 

 Another way it is clear that God wants us to judge is in the matter of 

the civil courts.  Government has been given authority by God and with that 

authority goes God’s own permission to use the sword in the keeping of the 

peace.  The classical expression of this is found in Romans 13.  There Paul 

says, speaking of the person set in authority over us, “He is God’s servant, 

an agent of wrath to bring punishment on the wrongdoer.”  To punish the 

wrongdoer it is obvious that judgement must take place. 

 That being said, however, our lesson tells us we are not to judge lest 

we ourselves fall under judgement.  What does that mean?  To put it 

differently, in what ways are we forbidden to judge?  Let me make a few 

suggestions.  Before doing that let me say that a commentary by A. W. 

Pink’s proved to be really helpful here.  First, we are not to judge officiously.  

Now, what does that mean?  It means that we are not to judge, as private 

citizens, what is reserved for the judgement of those in authority.  We are not 

to go beyond the boundaries God sets out for us.  It is not our job to be 

vigilantes, spiritual or otherwise.  Let those responsible discharge the duties 



they have been given.  They are responsible to God for them and he will take 

care of things.  Paul puts it this way in I Thessalonians: “Make it your 

ambition to lead a quiet life, to mind your own business.”   

 Second, we are never to judge presumptuously.  That can happen two 

ways.  It happens when we take suspicions or rumors as gospel truth.  We 

are to root out our dispositions to immediately think the worst.  We also act 

presumptuously when we think we can discern peoples’ motives.  Those 

things are matters of the heart and only God can search the heart of another.  

Do you remember the opening scene of the Book of Job?  God is in heaven 

and the devil comes for a visit.  God says to Satan, “Have you considered 

my servant Job?”  Satan presumes to see what is in Job’s heart, he judges 

him and tells God that the only reason Job serves him is because of the 

blessings and riches he has received.  It is, of course, a lie.  A devilish one.  

We need to be very careful not to indulge in this kind of judgement.  It is not 

for us. 

 Next, and this is related to presumption, we are not to judge hastily or 

rashly.  We are to ponder, to investigate and to obtain clear proof if we are to 

judge.  It is a serious matter and must be taken seriously.  In Genesis 11 we 

find the story of the tower of Babel.  You know the story.  Men got together 



and founded a city.  They built a tower at its centre, a tower that was meant 

to reach the heavens.  It was an expression of pride and disobedience.  God 

put an end to this effort.  He confused their language and caused the people 

to be scattered throughout the world.  But before he did so, the Bible tells us 

“the Lord came down to see the city and the tower the men were building.”  

It is not to say that God couldn’t see the tower from heaven or that it was a 

surprise to him, but rather that before bringing judgement God carefully 

weighed the evidence before him.  The same thing is true with regard to 

Sodom and Gomorrah.  In Genesis 18 the Lord appears to Abraham.  He 

says this: 

 The outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah is so great and their 
sin so grievous that I will go down and see if what they have done is 
as bad as the outcry that has reached me.   

 Do not judge officiously, presumptuously, or rashly.  Also do not 

judge without warrant.  What does that mean?  Think of it this way.  The 

Bible approves of some things.  It condemns other things.  And many things 

it considers to be indifferent.  That is, it makes no verdict upon them one 

way or another.  We are not to go beyond the boundaries of what God says in 

his Word and add to the list of things he condemns our own pet peeves.  In 

the Colossian church, for example, there were those who were adding to the 

gospel their own list of rules that they insisted had to be followed by every 



Christian.  “Do not handle!  Do not taste!  Do not touch!”  Paul said to this, 

“do not let anyone judge you by what you eat or drink, or with regard to a 

religious festival, a new Moon celebration or a Sabbath day.”  When we add 

our own requirements to God’s law, what we are saying, in effect, is that 

God’s law isn’t perfect.  The Bible, however, says that it is. 

The law of the Lord is perfect, 
reviving the soul. 

The statutes of the Lord are trustworthy, 
making wise the simple. 

The precepts of the Lord are right, 
giving joy to the heart. 

                                                                              Psalm 19: 7,8a 

  

We are not to judge unfairly or unmercifully.  We judge unfairly when 

we fix our eyes on what is most unfavourable in a situation and ignore the 

favourable.  This leads us to a condemning spirit when, if we had bothered 

to take in the whole situation, we might have had a different view.  And even 

if we could not exonerate, we might have pitied.  To judge fairly and 

mercifully we must shine the best light we can on any given situation.  If 

somebody says something to hurt you, for example, you are not to 

immediately think “That person said this maliciously with the intent to 

wound and see me humiliated.”  Now it may turn out that this is the case.  

But we are not to operate on that assumption and to put people’s actions  in 

the worst possible light.   



 Finally, we are not to judge hypocritically.  Jesus puts special 

emphasis on this as he describes a person who can see a speck of sawdust in 

someone else’s eye but cannot see he has a two-by-four in his own.  People 

who judge in this way pursue the sins of others with zeal because they think 

it proves their own righteousness.  It doesn’t.  Quite the opposite.  Martyn 

Lloyd-Jones suggests a very interesting exercise to reveal this sort of 

attitude.  He suggests that we go to I Corinthians 13, the great love passage 

of the Apostle Paul, and reverse things.   

 Look at the negative of everything positive Paul says about 
love.  Love “hopeth all things”, but this spirit hopes for the worst; it 
gets a malicious, malign satisfaction in finding faults and blemishes.  
It is a spirit that is always expecting them, and is almost disappointed 
if it does not find them; it is always on the lookout for them, and 
rather delights in them.   

Sinclair Ferguson describes the tragedy of the judgemental hypocrite this 

way: 

 He is looking for sins in other people, and he pounces whenever he 
sees one.  So absorbed is he in his campaign that he is blind to the fact that 
he has sin in his own life that is far greater than anything he sees in the lives 
of others.  In fact, his pursuit of others’ sins...is like a plank of wood 
compared to a speck of sawdust.  He is guilty of the sin of censoriousness.  
So deeply has his sin conquered him that he is blind to it.  Sensitive to sin in 
others, he has become desensitized to sin in his own heart.  That spirit often 
begins as a defense mechanism.  We are sensitive to our own failure, but 
when challenged about it, we pounce on the sins of others.  Soon that guilty 
sensitivity becomes a habit, and then a way of life. 



 Beloved, if you are to avoid the trap of judging wickedly, you must 

first come to terms with your own sin.  Don’t try to hide it.  Don’t try to 

ignore it.  Don’t try to justify it.  Do the only worthwhile thing that can be 

done with sin.  See it for what it is and then take it to the only person who 

can do something about it.  Take it to Jesus and he will take it from you.  If 

you deal with sin in your own heart in this way, if you keep short accounts 

with God through daily confession and repentance, then when it comes to 

the sins of others you will have a proper sympathy and understanding and 

will be able to act in such a way as to please God.  And who knows, your 

spiritual discernment might even bring healing into these hurtful situations.  

In Christ’s name.  AMEN. 


