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In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit; AMEN. 

 Over the course of the last several weeks as we followed along with 

Israel in their journey out of Egypt and toward the Promised Land, we have 

found that things have been difficult.  The most powerful army in the world 

at that time had pursued them.  They had run out of drinking water--twice.  

And they had run out of food.  Time and again it seemed to them that they 

must perish.  And time and again God came to their rescue.  And in his 

rescuing of them he did two things at once.  First, he provided for their 

physical needs.  He opened a way for them through the sea.  He made bitter 

waters sweet.  He rained down manna from heaven.  He made water gush 

from a rock.  And second, in each of these instances, he provided for them 

spiritually, teaching them that he was a God who was utterly to be trusted 

and painting a picture for them of Jesus Christ and his atoning work.  The 

cross of Christ makes the bitter waters sweet.  Christ is the true manna from 

heaven--heavenly bread that satisfies the soul when it is received in faith.  

Christ is the rock that was struck--a picture of crucifixion and judgement--

from which living water flows for all God's people.  As I mentioned last 

week, and as I will mention again, for it is so very important, all of these 

burdens and blessings are given to the Israelites in order to fashion them into 

a worshiping people.  That is what is going on here.  God wanted his people 

 2



set free from Egypt that they might worship him.  Now that they are free, he 

has set about the task of teaching them what real worship is. 

 You see, worship isn't simply about meeting together on a Sunday 

morning or evening and doing the usual things people do in worship.  Now 

these things are extremely important and they must be done.  God tells us in 

the Bible that we are not to neglect the gathering of the saints.  It is our duty 

to come together week by week.  But being a worshipful people means more 

than that.  It means that God's people are to worship God in all of life from 

the depths of their hearts through constant, every hour of every day, faith, 

obedience and thanksgiving.  It means that they are to live in a vivid 

awareness of their dependence upon God and his gracious provision for 

them.  Before they gather, while they gather and after they gather, those 

realities must saturate their lives if they are to worship in spirit and truth, as 

God requires.  It is those lessons that God is instilling in his people by laying 

upon them the burdens he has from the shores of the Red Sea to the slopes of 

Mount Sinai.  Well, in our text tonight another burden in placed upon the 

Israelites and another invaluable lesson is given by God to his people.  Let's 

look at our lesson. 

 The Amalekites came and attacked the Israelites at Rephidim.  
Moses said to Joshua, "Choose some of our men and go out to fight 
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the Amalekites.  Tomorrow I will stand on top of the hill with the staff 
of God in my hands. 

 Before we get to the specifics, let me make a general remark.  

Beloved, this situation holds all the potential of a national and spiritual 

disaster.  Sometimes people talk about "the perfect storm."  The perfect 

storm happens when circumstances seem to conspire together to make 

something as bad as it can possibly be.  A storm comes in from the sea at 

high tide.  It comes in when the levees are under repair because of an earlier 

storm.  It comes in when the sandbag factories happen to be on strike and the 

day after your house insurance runs out.  Well, it seems that we have a 

perfect storm tonight.  Remember: the Israelites have been discouraged by 

their trials in the desert and their lack of food and water has taken its toll.  

Their morale is low.  They have given themselves over to grumbling and 

complaining.  And now the weakest, most vulnerable part of the host of 

Israelites--the stragglers in the rear--the elderly, the sick and infirm, the 

children, the women--are attacked by a nomadic tribe of desert dwellers at 

Rephedim.  We know the method of attack, although it is not mentioned 

here, because of something Moses wrote in Deuteronomy 25:17, 18.  It says, 

"Remember what the Amalekites did to you along the way when you came 

out of Egypt.  When you were weary and worn out, they met you on your 

journey and cut off all who were lagging behind; they had no fear of God."   
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 Now the Amalekites were of Edomite origin.  That is to say, they were 

descendants of Esau, the brother of Jacob.  In Genesis 36 Amalek is listed as 

the 13th descendant of Esau.  He was born of Esau's first son Eliphaz and 

Eliphaz's concubine Timna.  This was the first attack by the Amalekites, but 

it wouldn't be the last.  King Saul, the first king of Israel, entered into battle 

with them at God's command.  He was commanded by God to put them 

completely to the sword.  Saul won a victory over them, but did not do as the 

Lord commanded.  He spared their king, who was named Agag, and to 

compound his sin kept the best of the sheep and cattle for himself.  As a 

result Saul was rejected as king.  The prophet Samuel gave him this word 

from the Lord when Saul made things even worse by trying to justify his 

disobedience: 

Does the Lord delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices 
As much as in obeying the voice of the Lord? 

To obey is better than sacrifice, 
And to heed is better than the fat of rams. 
For rebellion is like the sin of divination, 
And arrogance like the evil of idolatry. 

Because you have rejected the word of the Lord, 
He has rejected you as king. 

 We also find David attacking the Amalekites.  In I Samuel 27 and 30, 

before he was crowned king and while was hiding out in Philistine territory 

we read of two encounters he had with the Amalekites.  In the latter one, the 
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Amalekites raided David's town of Ziklag while David and his men were 

away.  They took the women and children captive, including two of David's 

wives, plundered the town and then burned it to the ground.  It's significant 

that they raided David's encampment this way because it was the same way 

they attacked the Israelites at Rephidim.  David went after them, hunted 

them down, killed many of them and rescued the women and children that 

had been stolen.   

 Let me mention one more incident.  You remember the story of Esther 

and her uncle Mordecai.  They were in the court of King Xerxes of Persia.  It 

was a time of great danger because a high official in the court, a man named 

Haman, hated the Hebrews and conspired to have them all put to death.  

Haman was an Agagite, a descendent of Agag.  Agag was the name of the 

Amalekite king that Saul had spared.  Haman, then, was of royal Amalekite 

lineage. 

 Now, as a result of this attack Moses called upon Joshua to lead a 

counter attack.  This is the first time we run into Joshua.  Later on we will 

find out that he is the son of Nun, the grandson of Elishama and a tribal 

chieftain.  He becomes Moses' right hand man, the chief captain of Israel's 

military and, eventually, Moses' successor.  Now Joshua is called upon for 
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two reasons.  First of all, Moses is too old to lead men into battle at this 

point.  He is eighty years old.  A younger man is needed.  And second, 

Moses withdraws from the battle so that the might and power of the Lord 

might be better seen.  I like the way Ligon Duncan puts it: 

 Now consider this situation.  You are going into armed combat 
for the first time.  You are going into armed combat with former 
slaves who have no professional military training.  You're going into 
armed combat for the first time with former slaves with no military 
experience against experienced desert dwellers on their own turf.  
Your people are completely untested and their morale has been 
exceedingly low for the last six weeks to two months.  Your number 
one guy is on a hillside with a stick.  Do you like those odds? 

But again, God is doing this deliberately so that his people might learn in a 

vivid way of his power and his faithfulness and of their need and 

dependence. 

 Let me make one more point about the Israelite preparation.  As you 

recall, a few weeks ago when Israel was on the far side of the Red Sea, 

Moses told his people to be still.  He said, as the army of Pharaoh bore down 

upon them, "The Lord will fight for you; you need only be still."  That is a 

picture of justification by grace alone.  It is God who wins the battle; 

"nothing in our hands we bring."  Now, on the far side of the Red Sea, the 

Israelites are preparing themselves for battle.  They have a role to play at this 

point.  This is a picture of sanctification.  In the battle of sanctification--of 
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daily repentance--of daily turning from sin and turning to the Lord--we have 

a definite role to play.  We must "work out" our salvation.  We must never 

forget that.  But as we will see, this battle too is not ours alone.  It is God 

who works in us that the victory might be gained.  He works in.  We work 

out. 

 Turn back to the lesson again and we will see how the battle is the 

Lord's: 

 So Joshua fought the Amalekites as Moses had ordered, and 
Moses, Aaron and Hur went to the top of the hill.  As long as Moses 
held up his hands, the Israelites were winning, but whenever he 
lowered his hands, the Amalekites were winning.  When Moses' hands 
grew tired, they took a stone and put it under him and he sat on it.  
Aaron and Hur held his hands up--one on one side, one on the other--
so that his hands remained steady till sunset.  So Joshua overcame the 
Amalekite army with the sword. 

Now there have been many suggestions as to the significance of Moses' 

lifting up of his hands.  Some say that it is a representation of the prevailing 

power of prayer.  Others suggest that the staff was a sign for the military to 

advance.  In the movie Gettysburg a southern general leading the charge up 

the slope to the centre of the Union line puts his hat on his sword and lifts it 

high as a sign his men are to follow him and advance.  When the staff is up, 

Israel under Joshua advances; when it is down, they retreat.  But this 

explanation won't do.  Moses' job on the mountain is not a military one; he 
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has ceded that responsibility to Joshua.  Here's the point.  The staff of 

Moses--the staff that struck the Nile and turned it to blood, the staff that 

struck the rock from which the water gushed--is a symbol of the presence 

and the power of God.  It is a sign of the might that God wields on behalf of 

Israel.  It is an indicator that God is fighting for Israel.  His power is more 

important than theirs.  He is the one they should depend upon for victory.  

He is the one to whom the glory must be given.  The great theme that runs 

through this lesson is that victory comes from the Lord.  God's people are 

not to despair going into battle nor are they to become full of themselves 

following a victory; instead they are to trust the Lord and give him alone the 

honour, praise and glory. 

 That, of course, is a lesson for us as well, for there are times when we 

battle foes as serious as Amalekites.  Now they might not have swords, but 

they can do great harm.  Sometimes we have to battle disease.  Sometimes 

we have to battle circumstance.  Sometime we have to battle people who 

would harm us.  Sometimes we have to battle the assaults of the world with 

all of its temporarily alluring temptations and vanities.  Most of all we have 

to battle ourselves, for our old nature, crucified with Christ, hasn't figured 

out that he is dead yet and so sinful old habits and practices have to be 
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pushed aside daily.  And if we try to battle these alone we are destined to 

lose.  Victory only comes through the Lord. 

 In this regard I remember what the venerable J. Vernon McGee once 

said in a sermon.  He was speaking of salvation and he made the point that 

God never calls upon the unconverted man to reform his ways or to try to do 

better.  An unconverted man who is scrupulous about his finances is just as 

lost as an unconverted man who gambles all is money away.  Neither man 

needs good advice.  They both need good news, for the gospel is the power 

of God unto salvation for them that believe.  That is where they must begin 

if they are to live in victory; if not, all their battles against all the various 

Amalekites will end in their slaughter. 

 Let's look at the last section of our lesson: 

 Then the Lord said to Moses, "Write this on a scroll as 
something to be remembered and make sure that Joshua hears it, 
because I will completely blot out the memory of Amalek from under 
heaven."   
 Moses built an altar and called it The Lord Is My Banner.  He 
said, "For hands were lifted up to the throne of the Lord.  The Lord 
will be at war against the Amalekites from generation to generation. 

In this passage God calls Israel explicitly to remember God's power and 

presence with them and his judgement against Amalek.  He tells Moses to 

write it down.  This is the first time writing is mentioned in the Bible.  
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Elsewhere, whenever you see God saying, "Write this in a book" you know 

that something big is coming.  When Moses was on the Mountain with God 

and God wrote the Ten Commandments on new stone tablets, the Lord cut a 

covenant with Moses and told him to write it down.  When God was about to 

bring judgement against King Jehoiakim, he had Jeremiah write down the 

words of disaster twice.  In Habakkuk God says to the prophet, "Write down 

the revelation and make it plain on tablets."  What does Habakkuk write?  

"The just shall live by faith."   

 Well, what God instructs Moses to write down is his judgement 

against the Amalekites.  Three things need to be said.  First of all, this is not 

a matter of God being petty and vindictive.  It is a matter of God's just 

judgement.  The Amalekites did that which was odious in God's sight.  They 

had attacked weak and struggling non-combatants in an act of war.  It 

enraged the Lord.  If you want to think of an equivalent of this today, think 

of the Moslem terrorists who attacked the women and children at the 

Russian school in Breslan.  These terrorist attacks enraged the Lord as well; 

you can be sure his judgement will fall.   

 The second thing to say is this.  We have here a picture or type of 

God's final judgement against the wicked.  Even as the Amalekites were 
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dispatched that day in battle, so will all the enemies of God be dispatched 

forever on the last day.  Justice will be done.  It will be full and complete and 

final and from it there will be no appeal.  In fact, on that day even those 

judged most harshly because of their crimes against God will recognize that 

his sentence upon them is utterly just and true and their mouths will be 

stopped for there will be nothing they can say in their defense.   

 The third thing to say is this.  Just as God's people are to remember 

his power and his presence, so too are they to remember the dreadful 

judgement that will be meted out by Jesus on the last day against all his 

enemies.  There is a great hymn that points out these two truths that we are 

to remember--salvation and judgement.  It’s a hymn of Charles Wesley and 

John Cennick.  It's in our hymnbook but there is an important stanza that is 

missing.  It's Lo, He Comes with Clouds Descending.  First the saints 

celebrate his presence. 

Lo, he comes with clouds descending, 
Once for favoured sinners slain; 

Thousand thousand saints attending 
Swell the triumph of his train: 

Alleluia! Alleluia! God appears on earth to reign. 

Now the enemies of God have to contend with Him: 

Every eye shall now behold him, 
Robed in dreadful majesty; 

Those who set and naught and sold him, 
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Nailed and pierced him to the tree, 
Deeply wailing, deeply wailing, 

Shall the true Messiah see. 

Here is the missing stanza: 

Every island, sea and mountain, 
Heaven and earth shall flee away; 

All who hate him must, confounded, 
Hear the trump proclaim the day: 

Come to judgement!  Come to judgement! 
Come to judgement, come away! 

The Lord Jesus is coming again.  He will mete out the judgement of God in a 

final display of his power.  Let us be with those who delight to sing 

Yea, Amen, let all adore thee, 
High on thine eternal throne; 

Saviour take the power and glory, 
Claim the kingdom for thine own: 
O come quickly, O come quickly! 

Everlasting God come down. 

In Christ's name.  AMEN.
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