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In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit; AMEN. 

 Last week we spent time with Moses in the desert of Midian.  We 

were with him for about half an hour; he was there for forty years.  He had 

fled there to escape death.  The Egyptian king had issued a writ for his 

execution, for Moses had tried to start an insurrection that would see his 

people gain their freedom.  It didn’t work.  And so Moses, a fugitive, settled 

down to raise a family and a flock of sheep out in the desert.  Perhaps 

“settled down” is the wrong way to put it.  As a shepherd he lived a nomadic 

life.  All the Midians did.  (The Midians, by the way, originated with Midian, 

a son of Abraham and Keturah, his wife following the death of Sarah.  Their 

story is recounted briefly in Genesis 25.)  The Midianites were centered in 

the northwest part of the Arabian Peninsula and moved their flocks around 

according to the season.   

 Forty years into his desert sojourn, Moses encountered God.  The 

Lord appeared to him in the form of a burning bush—a burning bush that 

was not consumed.  And from that encounter Moses learned something 

about his God.  He learned that God was a holy God, for the Lord required 

him to take off his shoes, for he was standing on holy ground.  He learned 

that God was a covenant God, for the Lord identified himself as the God of 
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Moses’ fathers, “the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of 

Jacob.”   And Moses learned that God was both a just and a merciful God.  

The burning bush was a picture of Jesus.  The flames pointed to the 

judgement of God upon sin that Jesus would suffer.  The fact that the bush 

was not consumed pointed to the mighty Saviour, the Lord Jesus, who would 

carry the judgement of God upon himself and carry it away.  Sin is paid for 

fully, so God can never be accused of being unjust.  But our sin is paid by 

another, so God can ever be praised as the merciful and compassionate God.  

He is at the same time both just and justifier of the ungodly.  And Moses 

further learned that God was intent on rescuing his people from the misery 

they were in, for he had heard their cries and was concerned because of their 

suffering.  Our lesson last week ended with God’s commission to Moses: 

 So now go, I am sending you to Pharaoh to bring my people the 
Israelites out of Egypt. 

 Now Moses’ reaction to this command was not that of some other 

prophets.  He did not call out, “Here I am.  Send me!”  Instead, he raised a 

number of objections.  First of all, he said to God, “Who am I that I should 

go to Pharaoh and bring the Israelites out of Egypt?”  Now there are some 

who say that this is humility at work.  Moses had tried to free his people and 

had failed miserably.  He had spent forty years out in the desert where his 
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pride was chastened.  He encountered God in the burning bush and 

recognized clearly that in comparison to God’s holiness he was nothing.  He 

saw how unsuitable he was to represent God before Pharaoh.  And so he 

proclaimed his reluctance and unworthiness in no uncertain fashion.   

 Now I think there is truth in this and here is a general principle of 

ministry: When we try to do things in our own strength we do not see the 

obstacles that are in front of us; when God calls us to do a work for him, the 

obstacles are not hidden but loom large.  It is interesting.  You would think it 

would work the other way.  It doesn’t.  Presumption and boldness go 

together.  A true call goes with a realistic and sober assessment of the trials 

and burdens that lie ahead.  Why is it like that?  It works that way in order to 

make sure that when God’s ministry is carried out, he is the one who gets all 

the glory and praise.  It is in our evident weaknesses that the glory of God 

shines forth most brightly. 

 There are others, however, who ask the question, “Is it really humility 

we see here in Moses—or is it fear?”  After all, throughout Exodus 3 and 4 

Moses repeatedly calls his mission and his abilities into question.  “What if 

they do not believe me or listen to me...?”  “O Lord, I have never been 

eloquent, neither in the past nor since you have spoken to your servant.  I am 
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slow of speech and tongue.”   “O Lord, please send someone else to do it.”  

Moses, like Peter would centuries later when he walked on water, forgets to 

focus upon the Lord and looks too much at himself—looks too much at the 

waves that are beginning to rise up and threaten—and he falters.  Moses 

might still be afraid because of his past experience in Egypt and the 

Pharaoh’s edict against him.  He might be afraid because the task seems too 

daunting to him.  In any event, this much is certain: Moses is exhibiting a 

serious lack of confidence in God.  He seems to think that God wants him to 

do this work of liberation by himself and he knows that if that is the case, 

failure will be certain.   

 God mercifully answers Moses’ objection.  “I will be with you.”  It is 

as if God were saying to him, “Look.  You tried it by yourself last time.  You 

acted with no warrant from me.  You failed miserably.  But this time it will 

be different.  This time I will be with you.  This time my hand will secure the 

liberation of my people.  You will be my instrument and it will be my power 

will break the bonds of slavery.”  That in and of itself should be enough to 

quell any doubts, but in addition to this God promises Moses that he will 

give him a sign.  “And this will be the sign to you that it is I who have sent 

you: When you have brought the people out of Egypt, you will worship God 

on this mountain.”   
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Now notice this.  The sign God promises is to come only after Moses 

steps out in faith and does what is commanded of him.  It reminds me of 

Joshua crossing the Jordan River.  When the Israelites crossed into the 

Promised Land, the Ark of the Covenant went ahead of them.  Picture the 

scene in your mind’s eye.  The priests are carrying the Ark on its long poles.  

They come to the banks of the river.  The banks are steep.  The water is 

flowing swiftly.  It is not like walking into the water at Crystal Beach, where 

the descent is so gradual you can be a hundred yards out into the lake before 

you come up to your waist.  No.  They had to step from a steep embankment 

into the fast running waters and trust that God would open the waters as they 

stepped forth and give them dry land.  They had to step out in faith.  

Beloved, we are to trust the Lord God.  While we are in this world, we walk 

by faith and not by sight.  We are to join our voices with the saints of the 

church who before us endured heavy burdens and found in Christ their all in 

all.  We are to say with Job,  

 I know that my Redeemer lives, and that in the end he will 
stand upon the earth.  And after my skin has been destroyed, yet in my 
flesh I will see God; I myself will see him with my own eyes—I, and 
not another.   

We are to say with David, as he did on the death of his infant son, 

 Can I bring him back again?  I will go to him, but he will not 
return to me. 
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We are to say with the Apostle Paul, 

 So we do not lose heart.  Though our outer nature is wasting 
away, our inner nature is being renewed every day.  For this slight 
momentary affliction is preparing for us an eternal weight of glory 
beyond all comparison, because we look not to the things that are 
seen, but to the things that are unseen; for the things that are seen are 
transient, but the things that are unseen are eternal.  

 Well, after God answers this objection, Moses brings up a second one.  

He says to God, 

 Suppose I go to the Israelites and say to them, “The God of 
your fathers has sent me to you,” and they ask me, “What is his 
name?”  What shall I tell them? 

In the Bible and in ancient times generally names are very important.  They 

often express some attribute of a person’s life or character.  For example, the 

name Abel means “fleeting” or “vapour”.  It reflects something of the 

shortness of his life.  Ichabod is a remarkable name.  Eli’s sons, the wicked 

priests Hophni and Phineas desecrated the worship of the Lord.  As a result, 

judgement came upon the Israelites.  They lost a battle and in the battle lost 

the Ark of the Covenant.  Hophni and Phineas were both killed.  On hearing 

the news Eli fell off his chair, broke his neck and died.  His daughter in law 

went into premature labour and gave birth to a son.  As she lay dying she 

called the boy Ichabod—which means, “The Glory is Departed.”  His name 

described perfectly the historical circumstances in which he was born.  On a 
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joyful note, the name Jesus means “one who brings salvation.”  So names 

are important. 

The names of God are important too.  In the Bible God is called 

Elohim.  This indicates the God of strength and might.  He is called Adonai.  

The word Adonai means “Lord” or “Master.”  He is called Lord Sabaoth, or 

Lord of Hosts, which indicates he is king over legions of angels.  But the 

most important name of God in the Bible is the name God speaks to Moses.  

Look at the lesson for God’s tremendous reply: 

 God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM.  This is what you are to 
say to the Israelites: I AM has sent me to you.” 
 God also said to Moses, “Say to the Israelites, ‘The Lord, the 
God of your fathers—the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the 
God of Jacob—has sent me to you.’  This is my name forever, the 
name by which I am to be remembered from generation to 
generation.” 

I AM WHO I AM.  Let me mention a number of things that this name 

indicates about our God.  It tells us that he is entirely self-existent, self-

sufficient and eternal.  Let’s take them one at a time. 

 First, God is self-existent.  The word the theologians use to describe 

this attribute is “aseity”.  It means that God has no origins.  No beginning.  

As a consequence, he is dependent upon no one and answerable to no one.  

Matthew Henry wrote, “The greatest and best man in the world must say, By 
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the grace of God I am what I am; but God says absolutely—and it is more 

than any creature, man or angel can say—I am that I am.”  Now self-

existence is a hard thing for our minds to grasp.  Everything we see, smell, 

taste, touch or hear has its origins.  We can hardly think in any other 

category.  Everything we observe or measure must have an adequate cause to 

explain itself.  But God is different.  He does not have an adequate cause for 

he is uncaused.  He simply always has been.  And just as our finite minds 

cannot grasp infinity, so our dependent selves cannot grasp his “aseity”. 

 God is self-existent.  The second quality of God communicated by the 

name I AM WHO I AM is self-sufficiency.  This too is hard for us to 

understand, but it means that God has no needs.  Listen to what James Boice 

has to say about this: 

 Here we run counter to a widespread and popular idea: God 
cooperates with human beings, each thereby supplying something 
lacking in the other.  It is imagined, for example, that God lacks glory 
and therefore creates men and women to supply it.  He takes care of 
them as a reward.  Or again, it is imagined that God needs love and 
therefore creates men and women to love him.  Some talk about the 
creation as if God were lonely and therefore created us to keep him 
company.  On a practical level we see the same thing in those who 
imagine that women and men are necessary to carry out God’s work 
of salvation as witnesses or as defenders of the faith, forgetting that 
Jesus himself declared that “God is able from these stones to raise up 
children to Abraham.   
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Beloved, there is nothing that God needs.  He is in himself full and perfect 

and complete.  Listen to with another two very wise men had to say about 

this, first A. W. Pink and then A. W. Tozer.  Here’s Pink: 

 God was under no constraint, no obligation, no necessity to 
create.  That he chose to do so was purely a sovereign act on his part, 
caused by nothing outside himself, determined by nothing but his own 
mere good pleasure; for he “worketh all things after the counsel of his 
own will.”  That he did create was simply for his manifestative glory... 
God is no gainer even from our worship.  He was in no need of that 
external glory of his grace which arises from his redeemed, for he is 
glorious enough in himself without that.  What was it moved him to 
predestinate his elect to the praise of the glory of his grace?  It was, as 
Ephesians 1:5 tells us, “according to the good pleasure of his will.”... 
The force of this is [that] it is impossible to bring the Almighty under 
obligation to the creature; God gains nothing from us. 

And here is Tozer: 

 Were all human beings suddenly to become blind, still the sun 
would shine by day and the stars by night, for these owe nothing to 
the millions who benefit from their light.  So, were every man on 
earth to become atheist, it could not affect God in anyway.  He is what 
he is in himself without regard to any other.  To believe in him adds 
nothing to his perfections; to doubt him takes nothing away.   

 God is self-existent and completely self-sufficient.  He is eternally 

happy and full of bliss.  The third quality that the name of God—I AM WHO 

I AM—expresses is that of eternity.  God is, and was and ever will be 

exactly who he is now, and was before and ever will be.  His eternal being 

never changes.  It cannot change.  God cannot learn anything, for he already 
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knows everything there is to know.  He cannot grow, for he is as immense as 

anything can be.  He cannot develop for he always was fully, completely and 

perfectly God.  He is the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end.  

From everlasting to everlasting, he is God.  And the creatures before his 

throne cry out, “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God Almighty, who was and is 

and is to come.     

 That God is eternal has two main consequences for us.  First, it means 

that he can be trusted to remain as he reveals himself to be.  He is 

immutable, or unchangeable.  James expressed this quality this way: Every 

good endowment and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from 

the Father of lights with whom there is no variation or shadow due to 

change.  Don’t be afraid, then, that the God who once loved you in Christ 

Jesus will change his mind and stop loving you in the future.  Don’t think 

that he will change his attitude toward sin and permit something that was 

previously forbidden.  God will always be holy, wise, gracious, just and 

everything else that he has revealed himself to be.  Nothing we do will ever 

change the eternal God. 

 And as God is unchangeable in his being, so is he unchangeable in his 

counsels.  He does what he has determined before hand to do and he never 
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varies.  Now some will point to certain verses that suggest that God has 

changed his mind.  Genesis 6:6 says that the “Lord was sorry that he had 

made man.”  That is just a way of indicating the extreme displeasure of God 

with man’s sins.  It does not mean that God would do things differently if he 

had the chance.  As it says in Numbers 23, “God is not man, that he should 

lie, or a son of man, that he should repent.  Has he said, and will he not do 

it?  Or has he spoken, and will he not fulfill it?”  Or as it says in Psalm 33, 

“The counsel of the Lord stands forever, the thoughts of his heart to all 

generations.” 

 Beloved let this be a comfort to you.  If God were like us, he could not 

be relied upon.  He would change and so his will and his promises would 

change.  Pink says, “Here then is a rock on which we may fix our feet, while 

the mighty torrent is sweeping away everything around us.  The permanence 

of God’s character guarantees the fulfillment of his promises.” 

 The second major consequence of his eternality—of his immutability

—is that he is inescapable.  If he were a mere human being and if we did not 

like him or what he was doing, we could ignore him, knowing that he might 

change his mind or move away from us or even die.  But we cannot deal 

with God that way.  He will not change his mind.  He will not move away.  
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Where could he move to?  He is everywhere already.  And he will not die.  

And even if we were to ignore him today, the truth is that one day we will 

have to reckon with him.  Sooner or later we will stand before him to render 

an account.  Will you be ready?  Why not?  Listen to his Word.  Believe 

what he has said.  Step out in faith and obedience.  Put aside all reluctance 

and fear.  Put your hand in God’s hand and go where he leads.  In Christ’s 

name.  AMEN.  
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