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In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit; AMEN. 

 As we have followed along with Jesus in the Gospel of Luke, we have 

found him preaching the good news of the kingdom of God throughout 

Galilee.  He has been fulfilling the mandate of the Messiah described by 

Isaiah so many years ago—to preach good news to the poor... to proclaim 

freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to release the 

oppressed, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour.”  Now, to put a divine 

“seal of approval” on his message, to testify to the truth of what he is 

teaching, Jesus not only “taught as one with authority,” he backed up his 

words with deeds.  Last week we saw him exert his authority over nature.  

When a storm suddenly arose of the Sea of Galilee and the ship that Jesus 

and the disciples were in began to founder, the Lord merely spoke a word, 

rebuking the wind and the waves, and they obeyed him.  Next week we will 

see him exert his authority over sickness and death as he heals a woman long 

tormented by an issue of blood and raises a dead girl to life.  This week we 

find him exerting his power and authority over demons who have possessed 

a poor, wretched man from the region of the Gerasenes.  Today we are going 

to look at the plight of the man, the predicament of the demons, the power of 

Jesus and the propositions of the Gerasenes and the man who was delivered.  



Plight, predicament, power and propositions.  Before we get to the lesson 

itself, let me give you a bit of background. 

 When we run into Jesus and his disciples today they are about to make 

landfall in the region of the Gerasenes.  This area is found on the eastern 

shore of the Sea of Galilee.  It is an area noted for its rugged steep cliffs.  It 

was also noted for its tombs, many of which were hewn into the rocks 

overlooking the sea.  It was a boundary area where the Jewish and Gentile 

populations met.  The western shores of the lake were predominantly 

Jewish; as you traveled around the lake the number of Gentiles increased.     

 As Jesus and the disciples made landfall, a man possessed by demons 

rushed up to them, presumably to attack them.  Now before I go on let me 

say a word about demons and the devil.  Years ago C. S. Lewis had it right 

when he said that people tend to make two different mistakes about devils.  

He wrote, 

 There are two equal and opposite errors into which our race can 
fall about the devils.  One is to disbelieve in their existence.  The other 
is to believe, and to feel and excessive and unhealthy interest in them.  
They themselves are equally pleased by both errors and hail a 
materialist and magician with the same delight.   

Some people make to little of demons.  A professor of mine at seminary, for 

example, thought that all stories in Scripture about demon possession were 



really descriptions of people with an assortment of mental diseases.  He 

thought they needed Prozac, not a Deliverer.  My professor didn’t take evil 

seriously enough.  On the other hand, some people think demons are found 

everywhere.  I read an interesting book about spiritual warfare a while ago.  

It described a husband and wife who had this faulty perspective.  Whenever 

they argued with one another they would soon end up rebuking demons of 

anger and ignorance and hostility they though they saw in one other.  What 

they really needed to do, of course, was to soften their own hearts.  That was 

where their problems lay.   

There is a further dimension to this.  People with an unhealthy interest 

in demons also tend to think that these fallen angels, for that is what demons 

are, have supernatural powers rivaling the powers of God himself.  They do 

not, as our lesson today will clearly show.  They are instruments in God’s 

hands and can do nothing without his will and permission.  And unwillingly 

and unknowingly they accomplish God’s purposes in everything that they 

do.  What they mean for evil, God means for good.   

 Turn to the lesson. 

 They sailed to the region of the Gerasenes, which is across the 
lake from Galilee.  When Jesus stepped ashore, he was met by a 



demon-possessed man from the town.  For a long time this man had 
not worn clothes or lived in a house, but had lived in the tombs. 

Think about the plight of this man who runs up to confront Jesus and the 

disciples.  There was a time in which he had lived in the town.  He had had a 

home.  No doubt he had had a family and a job.  He had worn clothes, like 

everybody else.  This was no longer the case.  Everything had been stripped 

from him.  The Bible tells us that he was naked.  I want you to think of that 

for a moment, for clothes in Scripture are very significant.  When Adam and 

Eve were first created they were “naked and unashamed.”  Sin had not 

touched nor defiled them; they had no need of clothes.  They had nothing to 

hide or cover up.  When they fell into sin, though, the first thing they 

discovered was that they did have something to hide.  For the first time they 

realized they were naked; they had a deep shame, for they had defiled 

themselves.   

The pain of this was so intense the very first thing they did was to try 

and cover their nakedness.  They sewed leaves together to cover their bodies 

and hide from each other; they hid in the woods to try to hide from the Lord 

God himself.  All of their coverings proved insufficient to cover their shame 

and humiliation.  Now God could have left them like that.  He could have 

left them with nakedness as a constant, visible reminder of their sin and 



misery.  He could have left them to live in abject humiliation.  But he didn’t.  

He acted toward them with mercy.  He did for them what they could not do 

for themselves; he made clothes adequate to cover their nakedness.  “The 

Lord God made garments of skin for Adam and his wife and clothed them.”  

There is, of course, a spiritual application to this.  To cover Adam and Eve 

God used animal skins.  The covering that took away their humiliation 

involved the shedding of blood.  This killing of animals points us to the shed 

blood of Christ—the only covering that is adequate to cover forever the sin 

and shame of fallen human beings.   

 One more thing on nakedness.  There are two places where it is safe to 

be naked.  It is safe, within the bonds of marriage, for a husband and wife to 

be naked before each other.  Marriage is an institution created and ordered 

by God in such a way that a man and woman can be naked—can be truly 

and deeply intimate before each other—without fear.  The second place we 

can be naked and safe is before the Lord our God.  We can be naked and safe 

before him because through Jesus Christ we stand before him washed, made 

clean and new. 

The demon-possessed man was naked.  He had been driven from 

home and society into “solitary places.”  He was no longer fit company for 

human beings.  Mentally he was under the direction of a legion of demons 



who controlled him.  Physically his strength was employed only to his 

shame as he broke apart ever chain and restraint that was used to control 

him.  And there is this, which adds further poignancy to the wretched man’s 

existence.  It says in verse 29 that he had been seized “many times.”  It tells 

us in Mark 5 that “night and day among the tombs and in the hills he would 

cry out and cut himself with stones.”  This is what is going on.  This 

wretched man had, from time to time, lucid moments.  There were times 

when he was not under possession—when he had a sense of himself—when 

he was not being seized.  At those times he would call out in misery and cut 

himself with stones in order to try to drive the demons from his body.  In 

those lucid moments he understood what a horror his life had become. 

We’ve seen the plight of the man.  Next we need to consider the 

predicament of the demons who afflicted him.  Let’s pick up the lesson at 

verse 28: 

When he saw Jesus, he cried out and fell at his feet, shouting at 
the top of his voice, “What do you want with me, Jesus, Son of the 
Most High God?  I beg you, don’t torture me!”  For Jesus had 
commanded the evil spirit to come out of the man.  Many times it had 
seized him, and though he was chained hand and foot and kept under 
guard, he had broken the chains and had been driven by the demon 
into solitary places. 

Jesus asked him, “What is your name?” 
“Legion,” he replied, because many demons had gone into him.  

And they begged him repeatedly not to order them to go into the 
Abyss.   



See the scene in your mind’s eye.  Jesus and his disciples have landed on the 

shore.  The wretched man, under the control of demons, rushes forward to 

attack the new arrivals.  Too late the demons recognize who is coming out of 

the boat.  Had they known they would have run the other way.  As it is, these 

bullies have met their match.  They throw themselves at his feet in fear and 

trembling and beg for mercy.   

Last week the disciples were afraid when the storm came up suddenly.  

And when Jesus calmed the storm, they were more frightened still.  “Who is 

this?  He commands even the winds and the water, and they obey him.”  

When the demons met Jesus so suddenly, they were filled with fear too, but 

it was fear of a different sort.  The disciples’ fear was caused by a 

recognition of their unworthiness coupled with awe and reverence for Jesus.  

The demons fear the judgement that is to fall inevitably upon them from the 

hand of the Lord.  Theirs is a craven, abject fear of the justice that is going 

to be meted out to them.  They know the Abyss waits.  They know a hell has 

been prepared for them.  They know who it is that will send them there.  

And so they beg and whine and tremble.   



  Now notice this.  These demons—and they are many—they are called 

“legion” and a legion in the Roman army was made up of some 6,000 foot 

soldiers and 120 cavalry—are pretty good theologians.  The disciples on the 

boat were asking, “Who is this Jesus?” but the demons already knew.  And 

they knew what he was like and what he would do.  Theologians speak of 

the attributes of God and the work of God—what God is like and what God 

does.  The demons could have passed any seminary exam on the subject.  

They knew both his attributes and his works with certainty.  And yet for all 

their knowledge, they were only demons.  Beloved, here is the application.  

Saving faith is never a matter of simply believing certain facts about Jesus.  

Now true faith starts there.  It starts with a certain, a particular knowledge of 

God.  But it has to get from the head to the heart.  Saving faith always 

involves trust.  It is not enough to know that Jesus is the Saviour.  You must 

know that he is your Saviour.  You must trust that he has shed his blood to 

cover your sins and that he has freely given you his perfect righteousness.  

But even that is not enough.  Saving faith is a faith that completely 

transforms a person’s life and basic orientation.  It turns us from self to God.  

And it shows up in what we do and what we don’t do.  That is to say, it 

involves the head, the heart and the hands.  Saving faith is a faith that is 

alive.  It makes a difference.  It involves obedience.  We are not saved by 



works, but neither are we saved apart from works.  Nothing less than a 

living, working, transforming faith can save. 

  We’ve seen the plight of the man and the predicament of the demons.  

Now let’s look at the power of Jesus Christ. 

  A large herd of pigs was feeding there on the hillside.  The 
demons begged Jesus to let them go into them, and he gave them 
permission.  When the demons came out of the man, they went into 
the pigs, and the herd rushed down the steep bank into the lake and 
was drowned. 

Jesus has commanded the demons to leave, so leave they must.  This is not a 

contest between equals.  Jesus is the Lord of all.  The demons have no 

choice in the matter.  They will do either what Jesus orders or permits.  At 

their request, he lets them enter into a herd of pigs, but that does not save 

them.  The pigs rush over the cliff and plunge into the lake and are drowned.  

For the demons, their time in the Abyss has come.   

 Let me say a word about the destruction of the pigs, because many 

people wonder about it.  A couple of things can be said.  It may very well be, 

though we cannot say with certainty, that the swine herders were Jews who 

were keeping animals that were unclean according to the Law of Moses for 

the Gentile market.  If that is the case, the destruction of the herd was a 

judgement upon their habitual sin.  Jews were not to keep swine.  On the 



other hand, it may be that the destruction of the herd simply points out the 

cost of purging evil.  Sin brings with it costs that we can hardly imagine.  It 

has power to hurt not only the person who has sinned but also those who 

haven’t.  A wife pays for the sins of a selfish husband.  Children pay for the 

sins of a spendthrift mother.  Workers pay for the sins of an unscrupulous 

boss.  Customers pay for the sins of lazy, careless workers.  Congregations 

pay for the sins of faithless pastors.  Sin is not something that sinners can 

control.  It spreads like wildfire. 

 Let’s pick up the rest of the lesson. 

 When those tending the pigs saw what had happened, they ran 
off and reported this in the town and countryside, and the people went 
out to see what had happened.  When they came to Jesus, they found 
the man from whom the demons had gone out, sitting at Jesus feet, 
dressed and in his right mind; and they were afraid.  Those who had 
seen it told the people how the demon-possessed man had been cured.  
Then all the people of the region of the Gerasenes asked Jesus to leave 
them, because they were overcome with fear.  So he got into the boat 
and left. 
 The man from whom the demons had gone out begged to go 
with him, but Jesus sent him away, saying, “Return home and tell how 
much God has done for you.”  So the man went away and told all over 
town how much Jesus had done for him. 

We’ve seen the plight of the man, the predicament of the demons and the 

power of Jesus.  Now we come across two propositions, one from the people 

of the town and one from the cured man.  When the herd of pigs was 

destroyed, the pig herders ran to town as quickly as they could.  They 



wanted to explain that the loss was not their fault.  The townspeople headed 

out to see for themselves what had occurred.  When they got there, they saw 

something remarkable.  The demon possessed man—the one they knew as a 

naked, screaming, tormented and immensely powerful wretch—was clothed, 

dressed in his right mind, and sitting quietly at the feet of Jesus, learning 

from him.   

This is a picture of conversion.  It is an experience every Christian has 

gone through.  Now we have not all suffered in the same way as this man.  

We have not all had such gross forms of possession.  But until the Lord 

came into our hearts, we were held fast by chains of sin and guilt.  We were 

helpless to save ourselves.  It is only through Christ that we were restored to 

our right minds and clothed in his righteousness.  It is only because of Christ 

that we are not even now living in a spiritual graveyard.   

 Well, rather than give thanks or rejoice in so great a delivery, in so 

wonderful a conversion, the people asked Jesus to leave.  They were afraid.  

They were afraid that if Jesus were to stay they would have to suffer further 

economic loss.  You see, they found themselves confronted with a decision.  

They could have their old way of life.  They could have Jesus.  But they 

couldn’t have both.  It had to be one or the other and they quickly decided 



they didn’t want to give up the world they so loved.  There’s an old hymn 

that goes, “I’d rather have Jesus than silver or gold.”  They’d rather have 

silver and gold than Jesus.  They cherished their sins.  So Jesus would have 

to go.   

 Jesus left them.  It was a judgement upon them that testified to the 

greatness of their sin, for refusing to surrender to Jesus in true faith and 

gratitude is the sin of sins.  It was also, for the true church of Jesus Christ, a 

mercy, for we have here a solemn warning.  Today is the day of grace, but 

the patience of the Lord is not infinite.  There will come a day when 

judgement, rather than mercy, will be bestowed.  Don’t be lost when the time 

comes.  Flee to Jesus while time remains and remember that people who 

refuse the gospel ought not to be surprised if the gospel is take from them. 

 The second proposition in our lesson comes from the delivered man.  

He wanted to stay with Jesus.  In fact, he begged the Lord that he might stay 

with him wherever he might go.  He was thankful for his deliverance and 

full of love and gratitude for Jesus.  He felt he couldn’t be too much with 

Jesus or cleave to closely to him.  Jesus sent him away.  Why?  Because 

Jesus knew that it would be better for this man to be a witness at home than 

a disciple abroad.  He refused also out of mercy to the Gerasenes, for while 

he left them he did not leave them without a witness.  He did it for our sake 



too, to teach us that there are many different ways to serve and glorify the 

Lord.  Some are called to foreign mission fields; others are called to the 

mission fields that are in our own homes and neighborhoods.  This man had 

neighbours who needed to know Jesus.  So do we.  He told all the town what 

Jesus had done.  There are our marching orders. 

 Let me say one last thing.  The Gerasenes—unfaithful and unthankful

—had their request honoured.  Jesus left.  The healed man—faithful and 

thankful—had his request refused.  We must never think that if our prayers 

are not answered God has forgotten us or turned away from us.  God knows 

better than we do what his children need, and even if we ask for something 

that is good in and of itself, it may very well be that God has something 

better for us.  It may even be that a trial or a burden is what we need now 

even more than a blessing or a season of refreshment and ease.  God knows 

what is best.  We don’t.  And so in faith we must trust the Lord and give 

ourselves over into his hands.  And we must do it now.  In Christ’s name.  

AMEN. 


