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In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit; AMEN. 

 In our lesson today Jesus commissions his twelve disciples and sends 

them out on a mission trip.  Before we turn to the lesson itself, however, let 

me put things in context.  As you remember, Jesus had been teaching with 

authority.  His words were true and they had the power to bind the hearts and 

the consciences of men.  Along with his teaching, he had also been asserting 

his authority through demonstrations of supernatural power.  He had shown 

himself to be supreme over nature, in stilling a violent storm, supreme over 

supernatural demonic forces, in bringing peace to a violently possessed 

demoniac, supreme over sickness in healing a woman with a chronic issue of 

blood, and supreme over death in bringing Jairus’ daughter back to life.  

Well, after declaring his authority and demonstrating his authority, today 

Jesus delegates his authority.  He gives to his disciples the power and the 

right to preach the kingdom of God in his name, to drive out demons and to 

cure all manner of diseases. 

 That’s the immediate context.  Let me now put it in its larger context, 

for this delegation of authority is part of Jesus’ wider plan in his training up 

of disciples to do his kingdom’s work.  Think back to what has been 

happening in the public ministry of Jesus, from the time of its inauguration 



with his baptism in the River Jordan.  Jesus had taught crowds the truth 

about the kingdom of God.  From those crowds he has gathered a large 

group of disciples.  From within that large group he has chosen an inner 

circle of twelve.  That he has chosen 12 indicates that these men will form 

the nucleus of the New Israel, the Old Israel having been represented by the 

12 patriarchs—the sons of Jacob.  These men he has taken aside to teach 

privately and to train up to be workers in the Lord’s vineyard when he is no 

longer physically present.   

The Twelve have been with Jesus for some time now.  They have 

heard him preach to crowds.  They have seen him perform miracles.  They 

have listened at his feet as he taught them the things of God.  And today we 

find Jesus sending them on a mission trip, two by two, to gain practical, 

first-hand ministry experience.  Now he keeps them on a short leash.  They 

won’t be gone for long and they will have to report back to him as to what 

they have seen and done.  But the time for the fulfillment of Jesus’ earthly 

ministry was coming ever closer and soon they would have to go out alone 

from Jerusalem, Judea, and Samaria, even to the ends of the earth.   

Let’s look at our lesson, at the first two verses: 



When Jesus had called the Twelve together, he gave them 
power and authority to drive out all demons and to cure diseases, and 
he sent them out to preach the kingdom of God and to heal the sick. 

With this sending out, these disciples have become apostles.  The word 

“apostle” means, “a person who has been sent.”  But be that as it may, it is 

not really quite so simple as that.  An apostle is not simply an errand boy; an 

apostle is sent to represent someone as an ambassador.  That is to say, an 

apostle has been given the right to speak with the same authority as his 

leader himself.  These Twelve were authorized to preach the kingdom of 

God—the message that Jesus had given to them.  Their message was a 

salvation that came, not by strict adherence to hairsplitting rabbinical 

stipulations about the law but by the entrance of the God of love and grace 

into their lives.  And when the apostles said, “Sinners, repent, for the 

kingdom of God is at hand.  Turn ye, look upon Christ, believe and ye will 

be saved,” their promise of salvation was as binding as if Jesus himself had 

said it to them.   

 Now let me make it clear.  They were given the right, the authority 

and the power to preach the gospel of Jesus Christ and that gospel alone.  

They had no right to preach any other gospel.  And their words were binding 

only in so far as they truly reflected the message that Jesus had given them.  

If my message to you today is a true reflection of what the Bible says, you 



must receive it.  It is binding.  If it is not the Biblical gospel, you must reject 

it.  Paul put it this way to the Galatians, when unfaithful preachers were 

leading them astray: 

 I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting the one who 
called you by the grace of Christ and are turning to a different gospel
—which is really no gospel at all.  Evidently some people are 
throwing you into confusion and are trying to pervert the gospel of 
Christ.  But even if we or an angel from heaven should preach a 
gospel other than the one we preached to you, let him be eternally 
condemned!  As we have already said, so now I say again: If anybody 
is preaching to you a gospel other than what you accepted, let him be 
eternally condemned! 

I don’t know how the Apostle Paul could have been any clearer or any more 

forceful than that. 

 The Twelve were sent out to preach the kingdom of God.  Now the 

gospel message of free grace is foolishness to those who do not believe.  Is 

simply doesn’t make sense to them, for the flesh—the old, sinful human 

nature—does not and cannot understand truly spiritual things.  It is an 

offense to them.  It takes the Holy Spirit to illumine the mind and open the 

heart.  And not only are there many who think the message is foolishness, 

there are many who think the means are foolish too.  That is to say, many 

think that preaching itself is not an appropriate way to deliver the gospel.  

It’s not exciting enough.  It’s not entertaining enough.  It’s too old-fashioned.   



Let me illustrate it this way.  Some time ago at a church conference 

John MacArthur was asked about the secret of church growth.  MacArthur is 

the pastor of a church that has well over 10,000 members and a colleague 

wanted to know how he had done it.  MacArthur answered by simply saying, 

“Biblical preaching and Bible studies.”  The man was taken aback.  He said, 

“No.  I mean, tell me the real secret.  What did you do to grow your 

church?”  Beloved, as J. C. Ryle said, the pulpit is where the chief victories 

of the Gospel have been won, for preaching is God’s chosen instrument to 

convert sinners and build up believers.  And these victories have been won 

through the foolishness of preaching in order to make clear that it is not John 

MacArthur or anyone else that is growing the church, but God himself who 

enters the hearts and lives of his people and gathers them under his wings 

and leads them safely home to their eternal rest, peace and joy.   

The preaching of the kingdom was the apostles’ primary work, a work 

that continues today wherever Jesus is preached as the one way to 

everlasting life.  They also, however, were given power to heal the sick and 

deliver the possessed.   These healings were not in and of themselves 

important.  Their significance lay in the fact that they testified to the truth of 

what the apostles were saying.  It was a divine stamp of approval on the 

message they brought.  The miracles pointed to the message and said, “Pay 



attention.  Listen.  What the apostles are preaching is true and blessed of 

God himself and you are to receive it with a whole heart.”  Beloved, it is 

much better to receive God’s Word without receiving a miracle than it is to 

receive a miracle without God’s Word.  In fact, receiving God’s Word is, in 

and of itself, the greatest miracle there is.   

Let me say one more thing about these verses.  The chief work of the 

pastor today must be to preach and teach the gospel and to visit the sick.  

Those are to be his priorities.  In the Reformed Church this truth is seen in 

the label most often seen on the door to the pastor’s room.  The tradition in 

the Reformed Church is to call it the Pastor’s Study, not the Church Office.  

Administration is important in the running of the church. There are people 

who are given that particular gift.  But a pastor is not to be first and foremost 

an administrator.  First and foremost he is to bring the good news of free 

salvation in Jesus Christ. 

Let’s pick up our lesson at verse 3 and read verses 3 and 4:  

He told them: “Take nothing for the journey—no staff, no bag, 
no bread, no money, no extra tunic.  Whatever house you enter, stay 
there until you leave that town.   

Our Lord has told his disciples what to do; now he tells them how they are to 

do it.  They are to travel light.  They are to take only those things absolutely 

necessary.  They are not to go from house to house in order to find lodging 



more to their liking; they are to stay where they are first received.  Modesty 

is their rule and ministry is their focus.  They were not given power and 

authority for personal gain.   

Now in ministering in this way two things were happening.  First, the 

disciples were differentiating themselves from the religious hucksters of the 

day who were notorious for selling “religious snake oil” for profit.  Second, 

they were learning that the key to their work was a simple and abiding trust 

in the Lord.  They were learning to rely upon him for their all their needs.   

Here is the application given by J. C. Ryle.  It is a warning to me in 

particular: 

 From no quarter has Christianity received such damage as it has 
from the hands of its own teachers.  On no point have its teachers 
erred so much, and so often, as in the matter of personal worldliness 
and luxury of life.  They have often destroyed, by their daily lives, the 
whole work of their lips.  They have given occasion to the enemies of 
religion to say, that they love ease, and money, and good things, far 
more than souls.  From such ministers may we pray daily that the 
church may be delivered!  They are a living stumbling block in the 
way to heaven.  They are helpers to the cause of the devil, and not of 
God.  The preacher whose affections are set on money, and dress, and 
feasting and pleasure-seeking has clearly mistaken his vocation.  He 
has forgotten his Master’s instructions.  He is not an apostolic man. 



 The Lord told his disciples what they were to do and how they were to 

do it.  He also prepared them to face disappointment, making it clear to them 

that they would not be received everywhere with joy.   

If people do not welcome you, shake the dust off your feet 
when you leave their town, as a testimony against them.”   

They were to shake the dust off their feet.  Let me explain.  When Jews came 

back home from Gentile territories and reached the border of their land, they 

would shake the dust off their clothes, their sandals, themselves.  They did 

not want to bring into their homes anything that might make them 

ceremonially unclean.  When the Twelve shook the dust off their feet, they 

were saying to the Jews who would not receive them, “Your refusal to accept 

the gospel renders you unclean.  You are in no better spiritual condition than 

the Gentiles who walk in darkness, far from God.”  We find Paul and 

Barnabas following this command when they were in Pisidian Antioch.  The 

story is told at the end of Acts 13.   

 The word of the Lord spread through the whole region.  But the 
Jews incited the God-fearing women of high standing and the leading 
men of the city.  They stirred up persecution against Paul and 
Barnabas and expelled them from their region.  So they shook the dust 
from their feet in protest against them and went to Iconium. 

Shaking the dust off their feet was a solemn warning against refusing the 

Saviour of souls, the One Mediator between God and man.  It was also a 

loving warning.  William Hendriksen put it this way.  He said that it was a 



“public declaration of divine displeasure resting on a place—a testimony 

against the place for the purpose of warning so that the people might 

repent.”   

If there are words from this pulpit that wound you from time to time

—and there should be, or there is something wrong with either my preaching 

or your hearing—know that they are not spoken simply to hurt.  They are 

spoken to bring you life and joy and freedom in the Lord, blessings that can 

only come from a broken and contrite spirit.  How terrible were the words of 

Nathan the Prophet when he pointed at King David, the adulterer and 

murderer and said, “Thou art the man.”  And after those words pierced 

David’s heart, what peace came upon him.  He wrote about it in the 32nd 

Psalm: 

Blessed is he whose transgressions are forgiven, 
whose sins are covered. 

Blessed is the man whose sin 
the Lord does not count against him 

and in whose spirit is no deceit. 
When I kept silent, my bones wasted away 

through my groaning all day long. 
For day and night your hand was heavy upon me; 
my strength was sapped as in the heart of summer. 

Then I acknowledged my sin to you 
and did not cover up my iniquity. 

I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the Lord”— 
and you forgave the guilt of my sin. 



In their mission trip they covered a lot of ground.  They went 

throughout the region of Galilee.  The Bible says, “So they set out and went 

from village to village, preaching the gospel and healing people 

everywhere.”  Their work in partnership with the Lord was so extensive that 

it came to the attention of Herod the tetrarch.  Now this Herod was not 

Herod the Great, the king who sent his troops to Bethlehem to kill the boy 

babies at the time that Jesus was born.  This Herod was Herod the Great’s 

son.  Luke calls him a tetrarch, which literally means “ruler of a fourth” 

because he was the ruler of one forth of his father’s kingdom.  Herod the 

Tetrarch was the one who had John the Baptist beheaded.  He was a wicked, 

superstitious man with an accusing conscience, full of dark forebodings and 

when he heard of what was going on in his kingdom he was perplexed. 

  Now Herod the Tetrarch heard about all that was going on.  
And he was perplexed, because some were saying that John had been 
raised from the dead, others that Elijah had appeared, and still others 
that one of the prophets of long ago had come back to life.  But Herod 
said, “I beheaded John.  Who, then, is this I hear such things about?”  
And he tried to see him. 

 It’s remarkable, isn’t it?  Here is Herod, surrounded by unimaginable 

earthly wealth.  He has every thing that a person of that time could aspire to.  

It didn’t stop him from trembling.  At the news of the disciples’ work he was 

disturbed and alarmed.  Although Luke does not record it, we find out in 



Matthew and Mark that Herod came to the conclusion that John the Baptist 

had come back to life.  Listen to J. C. Ryle: 

 Great and powerful as he was, the tidings of our Lord’s ministry 
called his sins to remembrance, and disturbed him even in his royal 
palace.  Surrounded as he was by everything which is considered to 
make life enjoyable, the report of another preacher of righteousness 
filled him with alarm.  The recollection of his own wickedness in 
killing John the Baptist flashed on his mind.  He knew he had done 
wrong.  He felt guilty, self-condemned and self-dissatisfied.  Faithful 
and true is that saying of Solomon’s, “The way of the transgressor is 
hard.”  Herod’s sin had found him out.  The prison and the sword had 
silenced John the Baptist’s tongue, but they could not silence the voice 
of Herod’s inward man.  God’s truth can neither be silenced, nor 
bound, nor killed. 

 “Who, then, is this I hear such things about?”  Beloved, Herod had the 

right question.  “Who is Jesus?”  It is a question that each one of us will 

have to answer, for today the Lord enquires of each one of us, “Who do you 

say that I am?”  Do you know the answer to that question?  Herod didn’t.  

And when he finally got to meet Jesus he ridiculed and mocked him, along 

with his soldiers.  God forbid that we should receive Jesus in such a way.  

Instead, let us receive him as Thomas did so many years ago when in an 

upper room he fell at the feet of Jesus, saying, “My Lord and my God!”  In 

Christ’s name.  AMEN. 


