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In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, AMEN. 

There are many who suggest that the Old Testament is a primitive book for a 

primitive people with primitive values.  They cite, for example, the many blood 

drenched sacrifices that are called for, that atonement might be made for the people.  

Or they look at punishments for various sins or crimes and claim that they are all out 

of proportion to the offence.  Consider adultery, they say.  Deuteronomy 22:22 insists 

upon the death penalty.  "If a man is found sleeping with another man's wife, both the 

man who slept with her and the woman must die.  You must purge the evil from 

Israel."  "We are civilized," they say.  "We don't do that anymore."  

 Now it is true that we don't do that anymore.  You don't get the electric chair 

for adultery.  But if the church is doing its job properly there will be discipline and 

very serious consequences when the sin of adultery infects the church.  An 

unrepentant adulterer should be excommunicated and so shut out of the kingdom of 

heaven.  Shut out from the kingdom of heaven.  Think back to Question and Answer 

85 of the Catechism.  The topic was church discipline.   

 Q. 85: How is the kingdom of heaven shut and opened by Christian discipline? 
 In this way: Christ commanded that those who bear the Christian name in an 
unchristian way either in doctrine or in life should be given brotherly admonition.  If 
they do not give up their errors or evil ways, notification is given to the church or to 
those ordained for this by the church.  Then, if they do not change after this warning, 
they are forbidden to partake of the holy Sacraments and are thus excluded from the 
communion of the church and by God himself from the kingdom of Christ.  
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However, if they promise and show real amendment, they are received again as 
members of Christ and of the church. 
   
Adultery remains just as serious a violation of God's will as it ever was and 

spiritually speaking the sanction against it is more severe in the church than it had 

been under Israel.   

 And you can see why.  The damage adultery does is horrendous and ought not 

be minimized.  It seems to me that the "primitives," the "uncivilized" are really those 

who wink at adultery and claim it is no big deal.  Let me illustrate it this way.  If I 

steal someone's car, a car worth, say, $5,000, I might very well go to jail.  At the least 

I will be fined and made to make restitution.  The insurance company that paid the 

theft claim will come after me.  On the other hand, if I commit adultery with 

someone, come between a husband and a wife, destroy a marriage and a family, 

inflict emotional and economic damage on children and cause a divorce, there is no 

recourse against me.  I can't be sued even though the damage and the victims are real.   

 A journalist named Barbara Dafoe Whitehead documents that damage in a 

book called The Divorce Culture.  It arose from an article she had written for the 

Atlantic Monthly magazine entitled "Dan Quayle Was Right".  If you remember,  

Dan Quayle, the former vice-president of the United States, came in for large doses 

of scorn from the Hollywood elites when he criticized an episode of the TV show 
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Murphy Brown in which the title character had a baby out of wedlock.  Quayle called 

for marriage and faithfulness to be celebrated instead of denigrated.  The general 

feeling was that Dan Quayle was hopelessly out of touch and outrageously 

judgmental.  Whitehead looked at the evidence and found that perhaps Quayle wasn't 

so far off the mark after all.  She writes, 

 The illusion [that divorce is a matter of individual choice, imposing few, 
if any, costs or consequences on others] though still politically attractive, is 
increasingly difficult to sustain in the face of a growing body of experience 
and evidence.  To begin with, divorce has indeed hurt children.  It has created 
economic insecurity and disadvantage for many children who would not 
otherwise be economically vulnerable.  It has led to more fragile and unstable 
family households.  It has caused a mass exodus of fathers from children's 
households and, all too often, from their lives.  It has reduced the levels of 
parental time and money invested in children.  In sum, it has changed the very 
nature of American childhood.  Just as no patient would have designed today's 
system of health care, so no child would have chosen today's culture of 
divorce. 

 But it is more than the human wreckage adultery and related sexual sins leave 

in their wake that makes God hate adultery.  We need to remember this.  The 

marriage between a man and a woman is merely a reflection of the marriage between 

God and his people Israel.  The covenant between God and Israel is everywhere 

depicted in the Scriptures as a marriage covenant.  Listen to these words from Isaiah 

62:  "As a bridegroom rejoices over his bride, so will your God rejoice over you."  

Or how about these words of God, again from Isaiah, in which he speaks of his 

forgiving and restoring love: 
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Do not be afraid; you will not suffer shame.  Do not fear disgrace; you will not 
be humiliated.  You will forget the shame of your youth and remember no 
more the reproach of your widowhood.  For your Maker is your husband--the 
Lord Almighty is his name--the Holy One of Israel is your Redeemer; he is 
called the God of all the earth.  The Lord will call you back as if you were a 
wife deserted and distressed in spirit--a wife who married young, only to be 
rejected," says your God. 

The marriage between a man and a woman is merely a reflection of the marriage 

between God and his people.  In the same way, the marriage between a man and a 

woman is also a symbol of the union of Christ and his people.  He is the groom; we 

are the bride.  In the Book of Revelation, chapter 19, we find a great shout of victory 

on the lips of the multitudes of heaven.  This is what they call out: 

 Hallelujah!  For our Lord God Almighty reigns.  Let us rejoice and be 
glad and give him glory!  For the wedding of the Lamb has come, and his 
bride has made herself ready.  Fine linen, bright and clean, was given her to 
wear.  (Fine linen stands for the righteous acts of the saints.)    
 Then the angel said to me, "Write: Blessed are those who are invited to 
the wedding supper of the Lamb!" 

 Now here's the point.  Human marriage, as a reflection of our covenant with 

God and our union with Jesus, is meant to point out the intimacy and the exclusivity 

of our relationship with the Almighty.  No one is to come between husband and wife 

because no one is to come between God and his people.  The very first 

commandment is "Thou shalt have no other gods before me."  There is to be no 

idolatry.  When Israel bows down and worships other gods, the Lord calls it 
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"adultery."  Israel is said to be "whoring after other gods."  Or consider the whole 

Book of Hosea.  God tells Hosea to marry an adulterous woman to make the point 

that Israel, the wife, has been unfaithful to God, her husband, by worshiping other 

gods.  The marriage of Hosea and Gomer is a picture of the faithfulness of God and 

the adultery of Israel.  God detests adultery because adultery and idolatry are 

connected.   

 That's why it is so difficult to change people's minds and attitudes about sexual 

sins.  People cling to sexual license, the so-called sexual freedom, because it is, for  

them, their religion and they are persuaded it is the path they must take to become 

fulfilled human beings.  The untold misery caused by lack of sexual restraint--broken 

families, disease, unwanted pregnancy, abortion--simply does not outweigh the false 

promise of redemption through sex they are clinging to.  Chuck Colson puts it this 

way: 

 When we trace the history of ideas about sexuality, it becomes clear that 
the founders of sex education never did seek simply to transmit a collection of 
facts about how our bodies work.  Rather, they were evangelists for a...  
religion, in which... sexuality is the means for transforming human nature, 
freeing it from the constraints of morality and ushering in an ideal society. 

 But whether or not we as a church recognize the connection between adultery 

and idolatry, and whether or not we take steps to guard the sanctity of marriage, and 

whether or not our society recognizes and understands what is going on, this much is 
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certain: God brings judgment against adulterous and unholy generations.  And it is 

unmistakable.  That judgment has descended upon us.  Look around at our society 

today.  In the past 30 years millions have been killed by abortions.  Sexually 

transmitted diseases are endemic, many of which cause sterility and some of which 

kill.  Virginity is scorned.  Promiscuity is exalted.  Sex education seems to be 

designed to strip young people of all natural modesty and to encourage them in 

sexual experimentation.  People play house as a substitute for getting married and 

receive benefits from the government as if they had made a real commitment.  

Homosexuality is no longer considered deviant.  In fact, it is not merely to be 

tolerated; it is to be celebrated and woe to you if you don't.  Politicians talk seriously 

about legalizing prostitution because it is, after all, a "victimless crime."  

Pornography is in every corner store and with the internet will soon be available to 

every household.  The Supreme Court is about to decide whether or not child 

pornography is acceptable after two lower courts have decided that it's just fine and 

our government hasn't yet shown the fortitude to invoke the "notwithstanding 

clause."   

 What, then, are we to do?  Two things.  First, we are to grow in our hatred of 

sexual sin.  We should learn to see it for what it is and, as the Catechism says, "detest 

it from the heart."  Malcolm Muggeridge tells the story of how his eyes were opened 

to this in an especially vivid way.  He was a young man teaching in a school in India.  
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One hot night he went down to the river for a swim.  Some distance away he was a 

young woman bathing.  He swam over to her, thinking that because she was alone 

there might be a chance for a sexual adventure.  As he came up behind her she 

turned.  She was a leper.  The disease had eaten away at her flesh.  Startled and 

disgusted with himself, he retreated as fast as he could.  We need see our lust for 

what it is.  And we need to be more careful about what we let ourselves see or read.  

We must be careful about what situations we let ourselves get in to.  And if there are 

particular temptations that are especially difficult for us, we are to flee from them as 

quickly as we can.   

 The first thing we must do, then, is negative.  We must get rid of those things 

that will lead us astray.  But when we get there, we are only beginning.  Not only 

must we get rid of bad things, we must replace them with good things.  In fact, it is 

here that the emphasis must lie.  Ponder God.  Consider his attributes.  Think of his 

goodness.  His sovereignty.  His infinity.  Let truths of his wisdom, power, grace and 

righteousness nestle deeply in your hearts.  Join with his people in worship and study.  

Sit at his Table and be fed and strengthened.  Confess your sins and seek his 

absolution.  Lift your hearts in prayer to his throne of mercy.  Sing psalms and 

spiritual songs.  Receive the encouragement of fellow Christians and serve and bless 

them in turn.  Follow the admonition of Paul given to the Philippians and to us: 
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 Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, 
whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable--if anything is 
excellent or praiseworthy--think about such things.  Whatever you have 
learned or received or heard from me, or seen in me--put into practice.  And 
the God of peace will be with you. 

 Let me make one last point.  What if we have already broken this 

commandment?  What if we have felt the judgement of God fall upon us?  What if 

we have suffered the consequences of broken homes and relationships and 

estrangements from family, friends and church?  What then?  Two things need to be 

said.  First of all, there are some things in this life that are so broken they cannot be 

fixed.  Once an arrow has been shot, there is no calling it back.  Once an action has 

been taken, there is nothing in the world, not even God, who can go back into the 

past and change things.  And, as a result, there will be continuing and serious 

consequences for all those who have fallen into sexual sin.  Think of King David.  He 

committed adultery with Bathsheba.  He confessed and he was freely and fully 

forgiven.  But while he was forgiven, the consequences of his actions followed him 

all the days of his life.  And the consequences were serious.  David had to carry one 

burden after another.  Death. The contempt of his children.  Rebellion.  Sorrow and 

tears followed him from that point on.   

 But while he had burdens and sorrows to carry the rest of his life, he also had a 

Redeemer who helped him to carry the burden every step of the way.  And his 
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Redeemer and Lord gave him promises that allowed him to carry on not only with 

hope but with joy.  Let me give you an example of this.  After Nathan confronted 

David for his sin, the prophet spoke this word of the Lord: "The Lord has taken away 

your sin.  You are not going to die.  But because by doing this you have made the 

enemies of the Lord show utter contempt, the son born to you will die."  When David 

heard this word he went into mourning.  He fasted.  He prayed.  When his 

counsellors tried to lift him up from the ground and get him to eat, he refused.  He 

continued in this way for seven days and, on the seventh day, his son died.  When 

this happened, the members of his household didn't know what to do.  They were 

afraid to tell the king the news.  They thought he was going to do something 

desperate.  They were whispering among themselves when David took notice.  He 

realized his son must have died.  He asked them, and they answered truthfully.  The 

Bible continues the story: 

 Then David got up from the ground.  After he had washed, put on 
lotions and changed his clothes, he went into the house of the Lord and 
worshiped.  Then he went to his own house, and at his request they served him 
food, and he ate. 
 His servants asked him, "Why are you acting this way?  While the child 
was alive, you fasted and wept, but now that the child is dead, you get up and 
eat!" 
 He answered, "While the child was still alive, I fasted and wept.  I 
thought, 'Who knows?  The Lord may be gracious to me and let the child live.'  
But now that he is dead, why should I fast?  Can I bring him back again?  I 
will go to him, but he will not return to me." 

"I will go to him, but he will not return to me."  Here David is standing on the 

promise of resurrection and eternal life.  His son will not return to him, but 
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nevertheless, through the grace of God David will be reunited to his son after death.  

There will be a reunion.   

 Beloved, tonight the Scripture reminds us once more that our bodies and souls 

are temples of the Holy Spirit and that he wills that we keep them pure and holy.  The 

more we turn away from sin and turn to God, the more he will fill us with good 

things, and the more we will keep his Law.  And even though we make a mess of 

things, bringing heartache and trouble to others and to ourselves, nevertheless there is 

in Christ still reason to hope and still reason to rejoice.  Here are the words of David, 

a great sinner and a man who, through faith, knew his Lord and his Lord's promise of  

restoration and joy: 

Blessed is he whose transgressions are forgiven, 
Whose sins are covered. 

Blessed is the man whose sin 
The Lord does not count against him 

And in whose spirit is no deceit. 
When I dept silent, 

My bones wasted away 
Through my groaning all day long. 

For day and night your hand 
Was heavy upon me; 

My strength was sapped 
As in the heat of summer. 

Then I acknowledged my sin to you 
And did not cover up my iniquity. 

I said, "I will confess my transgressions to the Lord." 
And you forgave the guilt of my sin…. 

Rejoice in the Lord and be glad, you righteous; 
Sing, all you who are upright in heart. 
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In Christ's name.  AMEN. 
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