
Faith Reformed Church 
February 7, 2005 
Evening Service 

Text: Exodus 20:1-21                       
Sermon: Thou Shalt Not Steal 

  

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  AMEN. 
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 Some time ago I saw a news report on TV about car dealers.  The 

Canadian Automobile Protection Association sent a team of its employees to 

car dealerships across the country to gauge the honesty of the industry.  For 

example, they checked to see if the cars advertised in the paper were actually 

available to buy at the prices indicated.  Time after time, in dealership after 

dealership, the customers were told that the cars advertised at such low 

prices had just been sold, but more expensive ones were still available.   In 

one case a big sign on the lot said “Cars from $99 per month.”  The 

customer went in and said “I want to buy a car for $99 a month.”  The 

salesman said, “You can’t.”  “Then I want to lease one for that price.”  And 

again he was told, “You can’t.”  The sign was a lie.  Bald-faced.  It was 

designed to fool people.  And in God’s eyes, the crime of theft was being 

perpetrated.   

 We have come to the eighth commandment, “Thou shalt not steal.”  

Commandment six and seven told us that we are to love our neighbour by 

respecting and protecting his life and marriage; tonight we find that are we 

to love our neighbours as regards their possessions.  On the negative side we 

are not to steal or rob; neither are we to fraudulently use or trick our 

neighbours for our material gain.  On the positive side, we are to learn how 
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to use God’s gifts to us well, to the glory and praise of his name, and to be 

well content with what he in his wisdom has given.    

   

 Let’s take a look at the big picture.  As you know, the fulfillment of 

the law is love--love of God and love of neighbour.  This love involves the 

possessions God has given our neighbour.  And there we find the starting 

point for our discussion of this commandment.  Everything we have has 

been given to us by God.  Or, to put it another way, it is God who owns 

everything.  Let me make three points about this.  First, God owns all things 

by virtue of his having created all things.  There are a number of wonderful 

psalms that point this out.  These are the opening verses of Psalm 24: 

The earth is the Lord’s 
and everything in it, 

the world and all who live in it; 
for he founded it upon the seas 

and established it upon the waters. 

Or consider Psalm 50, verses 7 and following: 

Hear, O my people, and I will speak, 
O Israel, and I will testify against you: 

I am God, your God. 
I do not rebuke you for your sacrifices 

or your burnt offerings, 
which are ever before me. 

I have no need of a bull from your stall 
or of goats from your pens, 

for every animal of the forest is mine, 
and the cattle on a thousand hills. 
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I know every bird in the mountains, 
and the creatures of the field are mine. 
If I were hungry I would not tell you, 

for the world is mine, 
and all that is in it. 

The Prophet Haggai put it very succinctly: “‘The silver is mine and the gold 

is mine,’ declares the Lord Almighty.” 

 God owns all things first by virtue of his creation of all things.  And 

second, God owns all things by virtue of his sustaining and governing all 

things.  God sustains and governs all things continually.  If God were to 

withdraw his hand from us for a moment, all things would dissolve into con-

fusion and chaos.  The material world would vanish.  For a wonderful sense 

of the greatness of God in his sovereign running of the universe, look at the 

last several chapters of the Book of Job.  There you will find God displaying 

his majesty and glory as he questions Job: 

  

 Have you ever given orders to the morning or shown the dawn 
its place, that it might take the earth by the edges and shake the 
wicked out of it?... 
 Can you bind the beautiful Pleiades?  Can you loose the cords 
of Orion?  Can you bring forth the constellations in their seasons or 
lead out the Bear with its cubs?... 
 Do you send the lightning bolts on their way?  Do they report to 
you, ‘Here we are’? 
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I like that last one very much.  Can you see the lightning bolts all lined up 

and reporting for duty? 

 God creates all things.  He sustains and governs all things.  And third, 

God gives his possessions to whomsoever he pleases.  He owns all and he is 

free to do with it what he wants.  He dispenses what is his own as he sees fit.  

That’s why private property, rather than communal property or state 

property, a communistic system, is biblical.  God dispenses his gifts to 

particular people.  You can think of it this way.  I own a car.  Now it also 

belongs to God.  And I am responsible to him for its use and I will have to 

render an account to God for it.  But it’s God’s car and my car; it’s not your 

car.  God’s car and my car is none of your business.  You have no claim to it, 

as I have no claim to what God has given you.  The very fact that there is a 

commandment against stealing means that there must be private property.  If 

we couldn’t own things, by definition there could be no theft. 

   

  But if what I have--car, house, bank account and so on--is mine and is 

none of your business, it is certainly God’s business.  God is the ultimate 

owner of all of my possessions and I am to be God’s steward.  That is what 

Christians are--stewards and managers of the things God gives to them.  As 

such, it is our task to manage God-given earthly possessions in the name of 
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God and according to his precepts.  Let me make a couple of points.   

 First, Christians are to have a proper love for their possessions.  

Sometimes we think we have to be so spiritually minded that there is no 

place for this love in the Christian life, but that is wrong.  If you want to 

disparage material things, you need to be a Buddhist.  They are the ones who 

want to escape from the material.  Scripture tells us that we are to work hard, 

to do useful, honest toil so we can acquire goods and support our families 

and help the needy.  We are to cherish and take care of what God has given 

us, using it for his glory. 

 Look: How could it be otherwise?  We need food and clothing and 

houses and money and medicine and tuition and many other things beside.  

Without them we cannot live.  There is no law against these things.  In fact, 

we are told to pray for them daily, for all of these things and more are in-

cluded in the phrase, “our daily bread.”  God gives liberally and abundantly 

and we are to receive all from his hands with thanksgiving and praise.   

 And there is this too: we are to cherish God’s gifts to us because they 

are so enjoyable.  God made French fries and vinegar taste that way for a 

reason.  Sour apples too.  Think of a warm bed on a cold night.  Listen to 

6



these verses from Psalm 104 and you will hear something of the sheer enjoy-

ment that should be found in the gifts of the Lord: 

 The birds of the air nest by the waters; 
they sing among the branches. 

He waters the mountains from his upper chambers; 
the earth is satisfied by the fruit of his work. 

He makes grass grow for the cattle, 
and plants for man to cultivate-- 

bringing food from the earth: 
wine that gladdens the heart of man, 

oil to make his face shine, 
and bread that sustains his heart.   

 First, then, we are to have a proper love of our possessions.  Second, 

we are to fight against an improper love of earthly goods.  When is this love 

improper?  How can we know if it is corrupted?  Here are some clues: When 

you desire earthly things more than you desire God; when you desire earthly 

treasure more than heavenly treasure; when you love earthly things more 

than you love your neighbour, then something has gone seriously off the 

tracks.  If you are a miser or if you are waster, then things have gone wrong.  

(From God’s point of view being a miser or being profligate amounts to the 

same thing.  In both cases the person is refusing to use God’s gifts in a way 

that serves and pleases God.)  And of course, if you take what doesn’t 

belong to you or cheat your neighbour, it indicates that you do not have a 

proper relationship to the goods you have received from God.  Because of 
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this wrong-headed love of goods you have given yourself over to sin.     

 Now, here is the key to a proper relationship to earthly possessions, 

whether yours or your neighbours, one in which you own and control your 

goods, rather than the goods owning and controlling you.  You must learn to 

be content with what you have.  If you learn contentment, you will on the 

one hand not covet your neighbour’s goods and on the other hand you will 

be thankful to God for whatever blessings he deems proper and helpful to 

bestow upon you.  That is the attitude toward worldly goods that God wants 

us to foster and develop.  Godly contentment. 

 Now that is a very difficult job, perhaps here and now more difficult 

than ever before.  Our society is fueled by materialism and commercialism 

to an extent never before seen in history.  Success in life is gauged by how 

much we can acquire.  The West’s philosophy is captured in the saying, 

“Who dies with the most toys wins.”  We’ve become a society in which we 

are constantly trying to prove that man can live by bread alone and so we 

have become a society of people who are never satisfied, always longing for 

more, always looking for the next thing.   

 Now a man who learned the art of contentment was the Apostle Paul.  
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He speaks of it in his Letter to the Philippians.  When he wrote this letter 

circumstances weren’t all that rosy.  In fact, one of the main reasons he 

wrote them in the first place was to thank them for the gift--the care 

package--they had sent him.  He was a prisoner in Rome.  He was under 

what we would call house arrest.  Some within the church there were stirring 

up trouble against him.  He was unsure of his future, whether he would live 

or die.  And more, he had a great concern for the congregation in Philippi.  

He told them to watch out for the “dogs,” the “evil men” who were troubling 

them.  Some were trying to get the Philippians to go back to the old ways of 

strict adherence to Jewish ceremonial laws; others were trying to persuade 

them that all laws and restraints could be thrown aside and disregarded and 

they could live like libertines.  In the face of all these trials and uncertainties, 

Paul wrote these words: 

 ...I have learned to be content whatever the circumstances.  I 
know what it is to be in need, and I know what it is to have plenty.  I 
have learned the secret of being content in any and every situation, 
whether well fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or in want.   

 Paul had experienced times of hunger and times when his belly was 

full.  He had known both need and satisfaction.  Yet he envied no man and 

was thankful in all circumstances.  You see, he had learned how to rise above 

all these circumstances.  Circumstances controlled him no longer.  The secret 
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to developing a proper relationship to material goods, Paul tells us, is first to 

have a proper relationship with Jesus Christ.  Build on the foundation of 

Christ and the rest will fall into place.  “I have learned the secret... I can do 

everything through him who gives me strength.”   

 Let me explain this a bit more fully.  Number one: Recognize Christ 

for who he is.  He is “the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all 

creation.  For by him all things were created in heaven and on earth, visible 

and invisible.”  Second, recognize what he has done.  “You see, at just the 

right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly.  Very 

rarely will anyone die for a righteous man, though for a good man someone 

might possibly dare to die.  But God demonstrates his own love for us in 

this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.”  Number three, 

remember Question and Answer 26 of the Catechism.   

Q.26.  What do you believe when you say: “I believe in God the 
Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth? 

A.  That the eternal father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who out of 
nothing created heaven and earth with all that is in them, who also 
upholds and governs them by his eternal counsel and providence, is 
for the sake of Christ his Son my God and my Father.  I trust him so 
completely that I have no doubt that he will provide me with all things 
necessary for body and soul.  Moreover, whatever evil he sends upon 
me in this trouble life he will turn to my good, for he is able to do it, 
being almighty God, and is determined to do it, being a faithful 
Father. 
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 If you know who God is and if you are sure of your position in Christ, 

you will be able to battle against temptations to hold possessions in a way 

that does not please and honour God.  And you will be able to fulfill the 

Christian stewardship that he calls you to.  Perfectly?  No.  In this life we 

make only a small beginning of obedience.  But if we rest in Jesus, cling to 

him in all things, and ever lift up our eyes to his cross, we will one glad 

morning hear these wonderful words: 

 Well done, good and faithful servant.... Come and share your 
master’s happiness. 

In Christ’s name.  AMEN. 
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