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In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit; AMEN. 

 In our lesson today we come to the Transfiguration of Christ.  It is an 

awesome and wonderful moment in which his divine nature shines through 

the veil of his human nature and his glory is made visible for his disciples, 

Peter, James and John, to see.  Let me put this into context in two different 

ways.  First we’ll look at our lesson in its immediate context and then we’ll 

take a look at our lesson’s Old Testament roots.   

 Well, as you remember from last week, Peter has just made the good 

confession.  People had been talking about Jesus and speculating as to his 

identity.  Some thought he was John the Baptist returned to life.  Some 

thought he was Elijah, the forerunner of the Messiah.  Others thought he was 

a prophet from old returned—an Ezekiel or a Jeremiah, perhaps.  

Everywhere people were asking, “Who is this?”  Peter, by the power of God 

the Father, was able to answer the question correctly.  When Jesus asked 

directly, “Who do you say that I am?” he replied, “The Christ of God.” 

 Now although he confessed that Jesus was the Christ, neither Peter 

nor the other disciples really understood the full implications of that 

declaration, so Jesus immediately began to spell them out.  First of all, the 



Christ of God was a suffering Christ.  Not only would he suffer, he must 

suffer, for that was part of God’s eternal plan. 

 The Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the 
elders, chief priests and teachers of the law, and he must be killed and 
on the third day be raised to life. 

But there was more.  Not only would the Christ of God suffer, so too would 

all those who followed after him.  Jesus said, “If anyone would come after 

me, he must deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow me.  For 

whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for me 

will save it.”  He is saying, “Peter, there is a cross for you.  James, there is a 

cross for you.  John, there is a cross for you.”  He is saying that there is a 

cross for you and me too.  We must die to sin and self that we might live for 

him and walk in righteousness.   

 Now the Transfiguration happens after this stern declaration in order 

to encourage and bless the Lord and his disciples.  Think of it: A dark time 

for them is just around the corner.  For the Lord there will be agony, 

betrayal, arrest, torture and crucifixion.  For the disciples there will be 

confusion, terror, persecution and martyrdom.  In the transfiguration they are 

given a foreshadowing of the Lord’s resurrection, ascension and his return in 

glory.  They see with their eyes the truth that the Apostle Paul would later 

write about in II Corinthians: 



 So we do not lose heart.  Though our outer nature is wasting 
away, our inner nature is being renewed every day.  For this slight, 
momentary affliction is preparing for us an eternal weight of glory 
beyond all comparison... 

In the Transfiguration the disciples catch a glimpse of the “eternal weight of 

glory” that will do much to encourage and sustain them in the trials that they 

will all have to face.   

 So that’s the immediate context, then.  The Lord grants the leading 

disciples a blessing that will lift them up in difficult times.  It was an 

effective blessing.  We know that because about 35 years later, shortly before 

he is to die at the hands of the Emperor Nero, Simon Peter wrote about the 

Transfiguration.  He wrote about it in order to bless and encourage 

Christians who were suffering from persecution.  He wrote it to comfort 

them with the same comfort that he had received.  He wrote,  

 We did not follow cleverly invented stories when we told you 
about the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were 
eyewitnesses of his majesty.  For he received honour and glory from 
God the Father when the voice came to him from the majestic Glory, 
saying, “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased.”  
We ourselves heard this voice that came from heaven when we were 
with him on the sacred mountain. 

 Now let me put the Transfiguration of Christ into a wider context.  

When Jesus was on the mountain, a cloud appeared and enveloped him.  



This cloud is called the Shekinah cloud.  Shekinah is a word that means “the 

presence of God”.  The Shekinah cloud indicates that God is present.  We 

first run into this cloud in Exodus 13.  The Passover has just taken place.  

The firstborn of Egypt have died.  The people of Israel are streaming out of 

Egypt.  And God is leading them.  The Bible says,  

“By day the Lord went ahead of them in a pillar of cloud to 
guide them on their way and by night in a pillar of fire to give them 
light, so that they could travel by day or night.  Neither the pillar of 
cloud by day nor the pillar of fire by night left its place in front of the 
people.     

We also see the cloud at Sinai, the sacred mountain, where Moses 

went up to receive the Law of God.  The scene is awe-inspiring. 

 So Moses chiseled out two stone tablets like the first ones and 
went up Mount Sinai early in the morning, as the Lord had 
commanded him; and he carried the two stone tablets in his hands.  
Then the Lord came down in the cloud and stood there with him and 
proclaimed his name, the Lord.  And he passed in front of Moses, 
proclaiming, “The Lord, the Lord, the compassionate and gracious 
God, slow to anger, abounding in love and faithfulness, maintaining 
love to thousands and forgiving wickedness, rebellion and sin.  Yet he 
does not leave the guilty unpunished; he punishes the children and 
their children for the sin of the fathers to the third and fourth 
generation.”   

As the Israelites wander thought the wilderness for forty years, the 

cloud descends upon the Tent of Meeting and fills the tabernacle.  “So the 



cloud of the Lord was over the tabernacle by day, and fire was in the cloud 

by night, in the sight of all the house of Israel during all their travels” (Exod. 

40:38).  And when the people entered the Promised Land and built the 

Temple in Jerusalem, the Presence of the Lord, the Shekinah cloud, filled the 

Temple.  That story is told in the first verses of II Chronicles 7, as Solomon 

dedicates the Temple.       

When Solomon finished praying, fire came down from heaven 
and consumed the burnt offering and the sacrifices, and the glory of 
the Lord filled the temple.  The priests could not enter the temple of 
the Lord because the glory of the Lord filled it.  When all the Israelites 
saw the fire coming down and the glory of the Lord above the temple, 
they knelt on the pavement with their faces to the ground, and they 
worshiped and gave thanks to the Lord, saying, “He is good; his love 
endures forever.” 

 The glory of the Lord filled the Temple, but all too soon it became 

clear there was a problem.  We get the first inkling of it when the Queen of 

Sheba comes to visit Solomon.   

 When the queen of Sheba saw the wisdom of Solomon, as well 
as the palace he had built, the food on his table, the seating of his 
officials, the attending servants in their robes, the cupbearers in their 
robes and the burnt offerings he made at the temple of the Lord, she 
was overwhelmed.  So she said to the king, “The report I heard in my 
own country about your achievements and your wisdom is true.  But I 
did not believe what they said until I came and saw with my own 
eyes.  Indeed, not even half the greatness of your wisdom was told 
me; you have far exceeded the report I heard. 



Do you see what is happening?  While the Queen of Sheba will go on to 

praise the God of Israel, the focus is not on God alone.  It’s on Solomon too.  

The temple is beginning to become a prop for the glory of man.  The praise 

is going, not to God alone, but to God and man.  And there is worse to come, 

as the years flow on.  More and more the people turn from God and look 

elsewhere for their blessing. 

Finally, four hundred years later, at the time of Ezekiel, we find that 

the Temple has become a pesthole of idolatry.  The Lord gave the prophet a 

glimpse into what was happening.  He took Ezekiel to the Temple in a vision 

and revealed its dark secrets. 

 And he said to me, “Son of man, do you see what they are 
doing—the utterly detestable things the house of Israel is doing here, 
things that will drive me far from my sanctuary?  But you will see 
things that are even more detestable.... 

He said to me, “Son of man, have you seen what the elders of 
the house of Israel are doing in the darkness, each at the shrine of his 
own idol?  They say, ‘The Lord does not see us; the Lord has forsaken 
the land.’   

As a judgement upon his people, the glory of God departs from the temple.  

The story is found in Ezekiel 10.  The cloud of the Lord filled the inner 

temple.  It rose upward, along with the cherubim, who were fantastic angels 

with four faces covered with eyes and four wings and hands like men.  And 



then the Shekinah glory was gone.  And it was not to be seen again in Israel 

for 600 years. 

 Six hundred years later a baby was born in Bethlehem.  There were 

shepherds out in the fields close by to the place where he lay.  And Luke tells 

us as they were keeping watch over their flocks by night, “an angel of the 

Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and 

they were terrified.”  The glory of the Lord returned in the birth of Jesus.  

John wrote about it this way.  “The Word became flesh and made his 

dwelling among us.  We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only, 

who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.”  In the Transfiguration 

we see the Shekinah glory as the cloud surrounds the Lord.  On the Last Day 

we shall see the Shekinah glory again.  John writes in Revelation 1:7,  

 Look, he is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see him, 
even those who pierced him; and all the peoples of the earth will 
mourn because of him.  So shall it be!  AMEN. 

 Let’s look at our lesson.   

 About eight days after Jesus said this, he took Peter, John and 
James with him and went up onto a mountain to pray.  As he was 
praying, the appearance of his face changed, and his clothes became 
as bright as a flash of lightning.  Two men, Moses and Elijah, 
appeared in glorious splendour, talking with Jesus.  They spoke about 
his departure, which he was about to bring to fulfillment at Jerusalem. 



Jesus was transfigured.  His divine nature shone through his human nature.  

You can think of it this way.  We get a glance back at Jesus’ pre-incarnation 

glory and a glance ahead to his future glory.  It is a vision of blessing, 

comfort and solace for the disciples which will give them courage and hope 

in dark times. 

 Moses and Elijah appear.  Now both these men have much in 

common.  They had both conversed with God on a mountaintop before.  

Both had been shown God’s glory.  Both had famous departures from the 

earth and both were expected to return again.  The key reason for their being 

there, however, has to do with what they represent.  Moses represents the 

Law of God.  Elijah represents the prophets.  And as they talk to Jesus about 

his “departure”—his death, resurrection and ascension—we see that Jesus is 

the fulfillment of the Law and the Prophets.   This is what I mean.  The Law 

God gave to Moses can be summarized in this way.  Love God with 

everything you have and love your neighbour as yourself.  Because God 

knew that sinners could not keep this law he make provision for lawbreakers 

in the law itself.  Animal sacrifices were called for under the law for they 

taught the people to look to the sacrifice of the coming Messiah.  His shed 

blood would be an atoning sacrifice for sin.  Jesus fulfilled the law first by 

obeying it perfectly in every particular, loving God and loving his neighbour 



and, second, by taking upon himself the punishment of law-breakers.  The 

righteous One stood in the place of the unrighteous many that they could be 

forgiven.   

 The law was fulfilled through the obedience of Jesus.  The prophets 

were fulfilled in Jesus because each and every prophet of God spoke of the 

One who was to come and of what he would do—and Jesus was the One of 

whom they were speaking.  He was of the house of Judah and the line of 

David.  He was born of a virgin in Bethlehem.  His own people rejected him.  

He was a man of suffering, acquainted with grief.  He was crucified and 

buried in a rich man’s grave.  But on the third day he rose victorious over 

sin, death and the grave.   All this the prophets had long since announced.  

All this Jesus fulfilled.  Let’s look at the lesson again. 

 Peter and his companions were very sleepy, but when they 
became fully awake, they saw his glory and the two men standing 
with him.  As the men were leaving Jesus, Peter said to him, “Master, 
it is good for us to be here.  Let us put up three shelters—one for you, 
one for Moses and one for Elijah.”  (He did not know what he was 
saying.) 

  
Peter and the other disciples, who had a hard time staying awake to watch 

with Jesus while he prayed, woke out of their slumber.  Peter, who always 

managed to say something, whether it was called for or not, doesn’t 



disappoint this time either.  He wants to set up booths or tents for all three—

Jesus, Moses and Elijah.  He wants to prolong this wonderful mountaintop 

experience.  There were two problems with this.  First of all, Peter would 

have put Jesus on the same level as Moses and Elijah.  This cannot be.  Jesus 

stands alone.  He only is Lord and Saviour.  He only is the God-man.   

Second, and even more important, the sojourn on the mountain Peter desired 

would hinder the mission and ministry of Christ.  Jesus had to make his way 

to Jerusalem and the cross.  When he had first told this to Peter, the apostle 

replied, “God forbid!” moving Jesus to exclaim, “Get behind me, Satan.”  

Any temptation placed before Jesus to avoid Jerusalem and the cross was 

demonic.  Here again, shortly after he had been admonished once, Peter 

suggests virtually the same thing.  Tarry on the mountain.  Don’t set your 

face to Jerusalem and the cross.  This time Jesus chooses to ignore him, for 

he understands very well Peter has no idea what he is really suggesting. 

 While he was speaking, a cloud appeared and enveloped them, 
and they were afraid as they entered the cloud.  A voice came from the 
cloud, saying, “This is my Son, whom I have chosen; listen to him.”  
When the voice had spoken, they found that Jesus was alone.  The 
disciples kept this to themselves, and told no one at that time what 
they had seen. 

The cloud appears from heaven.  This is the pillar of Exodus days.  This is 

the cloud of the Tabernacle and Temple.  And beloved, even as everything 



signified by the Law and the Prophets is found in Jesus, so too is everything 

signified by the cloud found in Jesus.  He himself is the presence of God.  

He himself is the glory of God.  As Israel stood at the Red Sea, Jesus was 

there.  As they wandered through the desert, Jesus was there.  As they 

worshiped at the Tabernacle and Temple, Jesus was there.  And the 

command of our heavenly Father is that we listen to him.  Listen to him 

when he says, 

 I am the way and the truth and the life.  No one comes to the 
Father except through me. 

Listen to him when he says, 

 If anyone is thirsty, let him come to me and drink.  Whoever 
believes in me, as the Scripture has said, streams of living water will 
flow from within him. 

Listen to him when he says, 

 Come unto me, all ye who labour and are heavy laden, and I 
will give you rest.  Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am 
meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls.  For 
my yoke is easy, and my burden is light. 

 The Israelites celebrated the Feast of Tabernacles, sometimes called 

the Feast of Booths.  It was a remembrance and a celebration of their time in 

the wilderness, when God had led them with his cloud of glory and provided 

them with all they needed, whether manna from heaven to eat or water from 



a rock to drink.  At the four corners of the temple in Jerusalem stood four 

massive candelabra.  They stood as tall as the temple walls.  Each was 

topped with a massive bowl which held some 65 liters of oil—some 15 

gallons of fuel.  At dusk young priests would climb up ladders and, on 

reaching the top, would light the massive, protruding wicks.  Huge flames 

would light the temple and the city, a reminder of the pillar of flame that led 

them by night 1,500 years earlier.  Priests would play music on lyres and 

harps and tambourines.  The people would dance with joy.   

 One day, the morning after the giant flames had been lit, Jesus came 

to the temple and said, “I am the light of the world.  Whoever follows me 

will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.”  “That pillar of 

fire,” Jesus says, “that was me.”  Here’s the question for you.  You know 

who he is.  Will you listen to him?  Will you hear him and obey him, 

receiving him in your heart and following after him with your life?  If you 

do, you will enter into his glory and joy and even if all around you grows 

dark, the light of Christ will be your guide and he himself will bring you 

comfort and consolation sweeter than you have known.  If you don’t, you 

will know nothing but darkness and misery.  But why, O Israel, would you 

die?  Look unto Christ and live.  In Christ’s name.  AMEN. 


