
Faith Reformed Church 
Stevensville, Ontario 
October 5, 2003 
Morning Service 

Text: Luke 9:37-45 
Sermon: Jesus Heals a Boy with an Evil Spirit 



In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit; AMEN. 

 In our lesson last week we followed along as Jesus went up on a 

mountain to pray.  He took his inner circle of disciples with him—Peter, 

James and John.  There on the mountaintop he was transfigured.  His divine 

nature shone through his earthly nature, divine light radiated and his glory 

was seen.  It was such a remarkable experience—the transfigured Jesus, 

Moses and Elijah, the Shekinah cloud, the voice from heaven—that some 35 

years later, just before he was about to be martyred for the faith, Peter wrote 

about it to comfort those who would soon face persecution. 

 We did not follow cleverly invented stories when we told you 
about the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were 
eyewitnesses of his majesty.  For he received honour and glory from 
God the Father when the voice came to him from the Majestic Glory, 
saying, “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased.”  
We ourselves heard this voice that came from heaven when we were 
with him on the sacred mountain.  

 Now in one way our lesson today provides a dark contrast with the 

scene from last week.  Rather than being on a mountaintop, this week we are 

down below.  Rather than having enjoying an atmosphere of prayer and 

peace and glory, we find ourselves in a scene of chaos, confusion and 

tension.  Instead of listening to a conversation between Jesus, Moses and 

Elijah we are confronted with demonic forces.  You can’t get much different 



than that.  And yet, as we behold the story unfold, we will find that the glory 

that Jesus manifested on the sacred mountain is a glory he takes with him 

down into the valley.  Wherever Jesus is, no matter what the circumstances, 

you will find the light of truth, the light of life, the true light that came into 

the world.  Wherever Jesus is, there you will find the glory of God.  Let’s 

turn to our lesson. 

 The next day, when they came down from the mountain, a large 
crowd met him.  A man in the crowd called out, “Teacher, I beg you to 
look at my son, for he is my only child.  A spirit seizes him and he 
suddenly screams; it throws him into convulsions so that he foams at 
the mouth.  It scarcely ever leaves him and is destroying him.  I 
begged your disciples to drive it out, but they could not. 

Jesus and his three closest disciples came down the mountain.  They had just 

had a wonderful and encouraging experience.  When they arrive at the 

bottom, they find that their season of refreshment has come to an end.  

Down below they come face to face with demonic forces and an atmosphere 

of shame and confusion.   

Now Luke doesn’t go into all the circumstances, but if we look at the 

corresponding passages from Matthew 17 and Mark 9 we can get a fuller 

picture.  Let me fill in the details.  First, there is a father and son.  The father 

is pleading for his boy.  He is absolutely desperate.  Since childhood his only 



child has been tormented.  A demon would seize him, scarcely ever leaving 

him alone, and cause him to scream, convulse and foam at the mouth.  The 

boy would grind his teeth.  He would go as stiff as a board.  At times the 

demon would cast him into open fires or into open water in an attempt to 

destroy him.  And so he was covered with scars.  Finally, he was deaf and 

dumb.  Verse 39, which says that the demon “is destroying him”, can be 

translated “is crushing him.”  The boy is being monstrously oppressed.  He 

is having the life squeezed out of him.  It is a heartbreaking scene. 

 Second, we have to consider the nine disciples who didn’t go up the 

mountain with Jesus.  They were in a state of confusion.  You see, they had 

been on a mission trip before and on that trip they had had a lot of success.  

They had healed many.  They had delivered people from demons.  This 

situation of demonic confrontation was not new to them.  But this time 

nothing they did was working.  No matter what they tried, they had been 

unable to help.  And they couldn’t understand it.  They didn’t know why 

their techniques were no longer working.  There is a wonderful picture of the 

transfiguration by Raphael.  He was completing it when he died on his 37th 

birthday.  At the top of the picture there is a depiction of Jesus transfigured, 

with Moses and Elijah beside him and the three disciples on the ground, 

shielding their eyes from the light of his glory.  Down below the picture is 



much darker.  In it we see the father with his demon-possessed boy.  The boy 

is rigid and in obvious distress.  The disciples and others who are crowded 

around are in a state of confusion and consternation.  At the bottom left of 

the picture, Raphael has depicted a disciple with an open book.  He’s been 

looking at the book and is now looking at the boy.  You get the sense that the 

disciple is saying, “But we did what we were supposed to do.  We followed 

the formula.  We said the right words.  How can it be that this boy is not 

delivered?  I don’t get it.”   

 The father is desperate.  The boy is convulsed.  The disciples are 

confused.  And we know from the Gospel of Mark that there were Scribes 

present too—teachers of the Law.  And these teachers were arguing with the 

disciples.  They were putting their two cents in, and in all probability 

criticizing and mocking the disciples for their impotence.  Finally, add to this 

a crowd of people gathering around to watch the show, and you get an idea 

of how horrible the scene was.  A father pleading, a boy screaming, scribes 

mocking, crowds watching and disciples despairing.   

Turn to the lesson again. 

 O unbelieving and perverse generation, “ Jesus replied, “how 
long shall I stay with you and put up with you?  Bring your son here.”   



This is an echo of the Song of Moses found in Exodus 32.  When the people 

of his day had become twisted and bent, perverted through their lack of faith 

in and their departure from the ways of God, Moses said, 

They have acted corruptly toward him; to their shame they are 
no longer his children, but a warped and crooked generation.  Is this 
the way you repay the Lord, O foolish and unwise people?  Is he not 
your Father, your Creator, who made you and formed you? 

Jesus rebukes them all for their lack of faith.  They have become warped and 

crooked.  The father lacked faith, as we know from Mark, because he 

approached Jesus saying, “If you can do anything, take pity on us and help 

us.”  “If?”  He was talking to the King of kings and Lord of lords, but he 

didn’t recognize Jesus for who he was.  The disciples lacked faith.  Jesus 

tells them that explicitly in Matthew.  And in Mark we learn that they had 

neglected prayer.  You can think of it this way.  The disciples couldn’t cast 

the demon out because they had, in a very short time, begun to trust their 

techniques for removing demons rather than trusting the Lord.  “We said the 

same words.  We did the same things.  But we got a different result.  That 

can’t be!”  But it was, because they had forgotten that it wasn’t a formula of 

particular words or actions that delivered poor souls from the dominion of 

the devil—it was Jesus.  The scribes were out and out enemies of Jesus, 

seeking to harm him.  The crowd was, as we have seen elsewhere, more 



interested in spectacles—more concerned about itself—than about others.  It 

was an unbelieving and perverse generation.   

 Now I want you to think about this.  The unbelief that was on display 

there was painful to Jesus.  When we think of our Lord’s suffering we tend 

to focus on Holy Week—the Garden of Gethsemane, the betrayal, the 

beating and mocking, the crucifixion and the sin bearing.  Now in one way 

this is entirely appropriate.  The suffering of our Lord was certainly 

concentrated during the time of the passion.  But we ought not to forget that 

the whole life of our Lord was one of suffering and humiliation.  The holy, 

pure and righteous Son of God had to leave his heavenly glory, take on 

human flesh and dwell in a dark world of sin so that we might be saved.  

Day by day he encountered sin and unbelief and hatred against his Father.  

Day by day he saw the law flouted and ignorance exalted.  Day by day the 

holy One of Israel, who best knows and understands the exceeding 

sinfulness of sin was forced to meet it “up close and personal.”  The Lord 

Jesus suffered every single day of his earthly ministry.  Let me complete that 

sentence.  The Lord Jesus suffered every day of his earthly ministry and yet 

he still said to those guilty of sin, “Bring your son here.”   



Beloved, the Lord Jesus came to seek and to save the lost.  He came to 

save sinners.  Now I want you to think about this.  The boy’s physical 

condition was wretched.  He was in misery.  He was unable to help himself.  

He was in bondage to Satan.  He was unable to hear or to speak.  He was 

tossed about wherever the demon wanted to throw him.  He was battered, 

bruised, scarred and on a path that would lead to death.  His outward 

condition is a picture of an inward, spiritual reality.  This boy stands as a 

type or picture or symbol of all who are without Christ—of all of us before 

Jesus came into our hearts.   

 Now you may say to me, “Hold on a second, Ken.  That sounds too 

harsh.  I may not be perfect, but I am a nice guy.  I work hard.  I pay my 

taxes.  I don’t go out of my way to deliberately hurt anyone.  And yet you 

say that because I am not born again I am like a demon possessed person on 

the way to destruction and hell?”  I’m not saying that.  Jesus is saying that.  

“Unbelieving and perverse generation.”  They are Jesus’ words, not mine 

and it is simply undeniable that none of us has loved God with all our heart; 

none of us has loved our neighbour as our self.  Is there anyone here who 

will stand up and say, “I have loved God perfectly.  I have kept his law.  I 

will be pleased to stand before him and say, ‘I will rest upon my record.  

Judge me according to my thoughts, words and deeds.  I want your justice 



because I don’t need your mercy.’”  If you have not come to Jesus pleading 

for mercy and grace, that is what you are saying.  If you despise his mercy 

you are asking for his justice and you will not be able to stand on that day.  

Beloved, unless the Lord should look down upon us in mercy and take pity 

at our wretched estate, we must all alike perish.   

 But I bring good news today.  Our Lord is remarkably patient, and 

today remains the day of grace.  And who knows: It may well be that if you 

are a stranger to his grace he has brought you to this place today in order to 

convict you of your sin and move you to faith and repentance.  He has 

transformed lives before.  He said to the distressed father, bring your son 

here.  And when he did, the Lord healed him. 

 Even while the boy was coming, the demon threw him to the 
ground in a convulsion.  But Jesus rebuked the evil spirit, healed the 
boy and gave him back to his father. 

The boy was instantly, fully and completely delivered.  His mind, his 

hearing, his speech, his body, his boyhood were all given back to him. He 

was given hope.  He was given faith.  And he was given back to his father.  

And so we see that in this miracle Jesus displays both his amazing power 

and his amazing love.   



That shouldn’t surprise us, of course, because it is the common pattern 

found in Jesus’ healing ministry.  You can think of it as “healing plus”.  Jesus 

healed and forgave the paralytic.  He cured the centurion’s servant and 

commended the centurion’s faith.  He restored the health of the Gerasene 

demoniac and made him a missionary.  He healed and comforted the woman 

with the chronic issue of blood.   He raised Jairus’ daughter from the dead 

and got her something to eat.  He raised the widow of Nain’s son and 

returned him to his mother.  And so too here.  He delivered the boy and 

returned him to his father.  Jesus’ power and love are on display in this dark 

scene of confusion and his glory so shines that the people are left amazed.   

 There are millions of examples of such transformations.  You have 

seen some of them.  The drunk becomes sober.  The unfaithful husband 

learns to love his wife and children.  The thief begins to walk the straight 

and narrow.  The selfish person embraces generosity.  The coward finds his 

heart.  The doubter believes.  The vindictive forgives.  It happens through 

the touch of Jesus.  It is what Jesus came to do.   

 They “were all amazed at the greatness of God.”  They were 

“marveling at all that Jesus had done.”  We stand amazed in his presence, 

too, but amazement is not enough.  We must believe, not only that Jesus has 



come to heal, but that he has come to heal us.  That he has come to heal us 

by suffering and dying at Calvary.  And if we really do this, we will repent.  

We will obey.  We will walk godly in Christ, striving to offer thanks and 

praise to our heavenly Father in everything we do.  That is how we must 

work out our salvation—with fear and trembling, rejoicing that while these 

tasks are too difficult for us to manage, the Lord has sent the Holy Spirit to 

live in us and move our hearts to a new and living faith and a holy and 

obedient walk.  He knows our weaknesses and so makes provision for us. 

 One of those provisions is spread before us today.  It is the bread and 

wine of communion—signs and seals of Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross—token 

of his broken body and his shed blood.  They are meant to strengthen and 

comfort his children as they strive to live in a way that is pleasing to God.  If 

you have publicly professed your faith in him you are welcome to come.  If 

you are sorry for your sins and have confessed them to the Lord in your 

heart, you are welcome to come.  If you have committed yourself to a life of 

obedience and are living in accordance with the Ten Commandments, you 

are welcome to come.  You may eat and drink joyfully, for your 

strengthening and be blessed.  If you cannot fulfill those requirements, you 

are not to partake.  It would be dangerous for you, for it would displease 

God.  But know this.  While it is very dangerous to come to the Lord’s Table 



in an unworthy manner, so too is it a very dangerous thing to stay away from 

his Table.  The only safe thing to do is to get right with God.  Believe.  

Repent.  Walk godly.  If you need to get right, we’ll pray about it now.  After 

the service, talk to me.  We’ll get together, alone or with an elder and we’ll 

make sure it’s settled.  Now let’s pray together.  Bow your heads.  Pray this 

in your heart: 

Heavenly Father, 
 I confess before you that I am a sinner.  I am not just a sinner because 
I have done wrong things.  I am a sinner because my heart is not right.  Deep 
inside there is something radically wrong with me.  It’s too deep for me to 
fix.  I can do nothing about it.  And if you leave me alone I will die and go to 
hell.   
 I know that you don’t owe me anything.  And I know that if you were 
to leave me to perish I would have no right to complain.  But I also know 
that Jesus died at Calvary to take away sins.  His blood can make the foulest 
clean.  Will you wash me for Christ’s sake?  Will you forgive me and make 
me clean?  Will you give me a new heart and live in my by your Spirit?  
Grant me mercy, for Jesus sake.  AMEN. 


