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In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit; AMEN. 

 Our lesson today begins at Exodus 4, but this is one of those times 

that the chapter divisions of the Bible seem to be somewhat strange.  This 

division happens in mid-stream.  As you remember from last week, Moses 

has just had an encounter with God.  God has appeared to him in the form of 

a bush that was burning, yet was not consumed.  And from this bush the 

word of God came to Moses:  

I have indeed seen the misery of my people in Egypt.  I have 
heard them crying out because of their slave drivers and I am 
concerned about their suffering.... so not go, I am sending your to 
Pharaoh to bring my people the Israelites out of Egypt.   

Now Moses had a hard time with this command.  In part, it might have been 

his humility, for he had 40 years earlier tried to rescue his people and he had 

failed miserably.  In part, it might have been craven fear, for dangers lay 

ahead for him if he were to return to the land of his birth.  And so he brought 

forth objections. 

 His first objection was this.  “Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh 

and bring the Israelites out of Egypt?”  Now in one sense this was a perfectly 

accurate assessment of his gifts and abilities.  By himself Moses was a 

nobody.  But as God told Moses, he wouldn’t be by himself.  “I will be with 
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you,” was God’s word to reassure his servant.  It was as if God were saying 

to him, “Look.  You tried it by yourself last time.  You acted with no warrant 

from me.  You failed miserably.  But this time it will be different.  This time 

I will be with you.  This time my hand will secure the liberation of my 

people.  You will be my instrument and it will be my power will break the 

bonds of slavery.”   

 While that ought to have been enough to answer any objection, Moses 

had more objections to raise.  “What if they ask me your name?  What shall I 

tell them?”  God answered, “I AM WHO I AM.”  As we saw last Sunday, 

this name speaks to the defining characteristics of God.  It is a name that 

declares God is self-existent.  He has no beginning.  He is dependent on no 

one and answerable to no one.  While each of us must say, “By the grace of 

God I am what I am,” God simply says, “I AM.”  It is a name that declares 

God is self-sufficient.  That is, God does not need anything from anyone.  

He is perfect in and of himself.  He is full and complete and happy and we 

can add nothing to his perfections and his glory.  As A. W. Tozer wrote,  

Were all human beings suddenly to become blind, still the sun 
would shine by day and the stars by night, for these owe nothing to 
the millions who benefit from their light.  So, were every man on 
earth to become atheist, it could not affect God in anyway.  He is what 
he is in himself without regard to any other.  To believe in him adds 
nothing to his perfections; to doubt him takes nothing away.   
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 Now God’s declaring himself to be the great I AM should be enough 

to have Moses respond, “Here I am, send me,” but it doesn’t and as Exodus 

4 begins, we find that Moses is still on holy ground, by the burning bush, 

and still bringing forth all the objections to God’s command that he can think 

of.  Tonight’s lesson begins, 

 Moses answered, “What if they do not believe me or listen to 
me and say, ‘The Lord did not appear to you’? 

This is Moses’ third objection.  While in chapter 3 he questioned his own 

worthiness for the task, now he is questioning how the Israelites will react to 

him.  What if the people think that he is deluded?  Not to put too fine a point 

on it, he is saying, “The people will think I am nuts.” 

 Now on one level you might say, “Well, Moses doubted himself; now 

he is doubting his people.  That seems only natural.”  But there is a problem 

with that point of view.  You see, it is not his people that Moses actually 

doubts—it is the Word of God.  Earlier God had declared, “The elders of 

Israel will listen to you.”  Now Moses declares, “They will not listen to my 

voice.”  Moses here is skeptical and mistrusting of God’s pledge to him.  It’s 

ironic, because his mistrust of God’s Word is exactly what he is accusing his 

own people of.   

 4



 God continues to be patient with Moses.  He gives him further signs.   

 Then the Lord said to him, “What is that in your hand?” 
 “A staff,” he replied. 
 The Lord said, “Throw it on the ground.” 
 Moses threw it on the ground and it became a snake, and he ran 
from it. 

This is the first time we hear of the staff by which Moses and his brother 

Aaron later performed many miraculous signs and wonders in Egypt.  With 

it they brought numerous plagues upon the people of Egypt and, eventually, 

destroyed the Egyptian army at the Red Sea.  In his commentary on Exodus, 

John Currid makes an interesting point here.  He writes, 

 The use of a “rod” is a deliberate attack on Egyptian culture and 
belief.  The Egyptians held that a staff was a symbol of authority, 
leadership and power.  The irony is that the two Hebrew leaders 
possessed a rod, and emblem highly esteemed by the Egyptians, in 
order to humiliate and defeat the Egyptians.  That is to say, the 
physical symbol that was considered to render glory, authority and 
power to Egypt was the very object that was employed to vanquish 
Egypt.   

Think about this too.  The staff turned into a snake.  Why did God do that?  

It was a sign—it was evidence of Moses’ calling and task.  In a few chapters 

down the road—in Exodus 7—we will find that the Egyptian magicians 

appear to do the same thing.  What happens?  Moses rod swallows their 

staffs.  It is a demonstration that God is sovereign not only over the Hebrews 

but over Egypt as well.  I AM THAT I AM is no tribal deity.  He is the Lord 
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God of heaven and earth, of time and eternity, of all that was or is or ever 

will be.   

 The rod became a snake.  Moses drew back.  And then the Lord said, 

“Reach out your hand and take it by the tail.”  Moses did, and the snake was 

changed back into a staff.  This was done, the Lord said, so that the Israelites 

“may believe that the Lord, the God of their fathers—the God of Abraham, 

the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob—has appeared to you.”  This miracle 

serves to make it clear that Moses carries with him divine authority and 

power to accomplish the deliverance of his people.  It is not simply a 

shepherd- prince who is at work here; it is God himself. 

 After this sign, the Lord gives Moses a second one.  He tells Moses to 

put his hand inside his cloak and when he does, it becomes leprous.  Now 

when the Bible uses the term leprosy it covers a wide range of diseases.  We 

don’t know whether or not the condition Moses was afflicted with was what 

we today call “Hansen’s disease” or not.  But it is clear that his hand was 

covered with an incurable disease and that his instant healing when he put 

his hand back in his cloak and pulled it out again points to the miraculous, 

divine nature of the incident.  In Moses we surely have a man through whom 

God was about to act.   
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This second sign, then, is a backup to the first.  It is given in case the 

Hebrews do not believe or pay attention to the first sign.  (As an aside, let 

me mention this.  Just as the rod and the snake pointed to a confrontation 

with the Egyptian magicians, it seems that this sign of a distressing skin 

condition points to the plague of boils that would later break out upon the 

Egyptians when Pharaoh hardened his heart against the command of the 

Lord.  This is a continuing pattern.  We will see when we come to the 

plagues of Egypt that each plague God brought about was an assault and a 

victory over a particular Egyptian god.)  

There was a third sign that God gave to Moses that day, although this 

was a sign that could not be done at the burning bush—it could only be done 

in Egypt.   

If they do not believe these two signs or listen to you, take 
some water from the Nile and pour it on the dry ground.  The water 
you take from the river will become blood on the ground. 

This sign also foreshadows a coming event.  The first plague of Egypt, 

directed against their Nile river god, was the turning of the Nile into blood.  

In any event, it is clear now that Moses is without excuse.  He has made his 

objections and those objections have been answered.  He has been equipped 
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with three miraculous signs.  The only question now, is, “Will he obey?”  

Truth is, he comes forth with another objection. 

 Moses said to the Lord, “O Lord, I have never been eloquent, 
neither in the past nor since you have spoken to your servant.  I am 
slow of speech and tongue. 

It is as if Moses were saying, “Sure, you have given me three signs.  I am 

not disputing that.  But what use are they?  You know I am not particularly 

eloquent.  I can’t speak properly.  That was the miracle I needed, but nothing 

has happened since we began our chat here at the burning bush that has 

changed that.  I’m still the same man that I was and that is not good 

enough.”  Moses had still not learned that lesson that the Apostle Paul spoke 

so eloquently about in II Corinthians.  Paul had been given a thorn in the 

flesh.  He prayed to have it removed.  God refused.  The Lord said to him, 

“My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.”  

And on hearing these words, Paul said,  

 Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, 
so that Christ’s power may rest on me.  That is why, for Christ’s sake, 
I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in 
difficulties.  For when I am weak, then I am strong. 

 God’s reply to Moses is this.  “Who gave man his mouth?  Who 

makes him deaf or mute?  Who gives him sight or makes him blind?  Is it 
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not I, the Lord?”  Now go; I will help you speak and will teach you what to 

say.”  God is saying, “Moses.  I am sovereign.  I am sovereign over whether 

a man sees or is blind, speaks or is mute.  That fact that I am sending you is 

enough.  There is no more to be said.  That’s the final word.  Time for talk is 

over; now is the time for obedience.  I have answered your objections.  They 

have no substance to them.  I have promised to be with you.  I have 

furnished you with signs.  I will help you speak and teach you what to say.  

Off you go. 

 God gives Moses great promises.  He will give his prophet strength, 

teaching and words.  Moses should have cried out, “Here I am.  Send me.”  

But instead, in the face of this bounty Moses, in desperation, pleads, “O 

Lord, please send someone else to do it.”  At this point we find that the 

Lord’s anger burns against Moses.  The Hebrew is graphic.  It says literally 

that the nose or nostrils of God burned or heated up.  The anger of God is 

likened to a raging bull whose nostrils are flaring and who is ready to 

charge.  But even here we see the forbearance of the Lord God.  God makes 

another concession to Moses.  He provides Aaron, who can speak, to be the 

mouth of Moses.   

 What about your brother, Aaron the Levite?  I know he can 
speak well.  He is already on his way to meet you, and his heart will 
be glad when he sees you.  You shall speak to him and put words in 
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his mouth; I will help both of you speak and will teach you what to 
do.  He will speak to the people for you, and it will be as if he were 
your mouth and as if you were God to him. 

 Now notice this in particular.  God says that Aaron “is already on his 

way to meet [Moses].”  The objections and the backpedaling and the 

reluctance of Moses did not surprise God.  The Lord knew exactly what was 

going to happen and what Moses would say.  And God made the necessary 

provision.  Aaron was already on his way when Moses was drawing back.  

And so Moses finds himself left without excuse.  He is ready for action and 

fully equipped to do the work he has been called to do.  He knows the 

wilderness.  He knows where Mount Sinai is located.  He has the rod with 

which to perform miracles.  His brother is going to be with him as his 

mouthpiece.  He has been directly commissioned by God.  There is nothing 

left for him to do now but to obey.   

 Beloved, it is easy to be critical of Moses’ reluctance to return to 

Egypt.  We might ask, “Why didn’t he just obey?  What more could he ask?”  

But we need to be careful here.  Moses was a man of flesh and blood.  He 

had all the emotions that you and I have.  Even fear.  He was no movie 

action hero.  He had his faults and his foibles.  And so do we.  Are we sure 

that we would have acted differently if we were in his shoes?  Are we sure 
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we have not acted already exactly as Moses did, but with this difference: we 

have a lot less to be afraid of?   

  

A. W. Pink makes an interesting comment here.  He says, “Although 

there was nothing gained in the way of power, although there was no more 

virtue or efficacy in one mouth than in another, although it was Moses after 

all who was to speak unto Aaron, yet was Moses quite ready to go when 

assured of the presence and co-operation of a poor feeble mortal like 

himself; whereas he could not go when assured, again and again, that 

Jehovah would be with him.   

 “Oh! my reader, does not all this hold up before us a faithful mirror in 

which you and I can see our hearts reflected?  Truly it does.  We are more 

ready to trust anything than the living God.  We move along with bold 

decision when we possess the countenance and support of a poor frail mortal 

like ourselves; but we falter, hesitate, and demur when we have the light of 

the Master’s countenance to cheer us, and the strength of his omnipotent arm 

to support us.  This should humble us deeply before the Lord, and lead us to 

seek a fuller acquaintance with Him, so that we might trust him with a more 

unmixed confidence, and walk on with a firmer step, as having him alone for 

our resource and portion.” 
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  The proper response to our lesson tonight is twofold.  First, we should 

respond with a full measure of humility.  We ought to humble ourselves and 

commit ourselves to follow the Lord more closely and obey him more 

quickly and cheerfully.  And second, we ought to be filled with gratitude and 

wonder that our God is such a tender, compassionate and patient Lord and 

Master over his reluctant and exasperating children like Moses and you and 

me.  In Christ’s name.  AMEN.  
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