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In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit; AMEN. 

 In our lesson from last week we came across three men who were 

unprepared to be disciples of Jesus.  The first man was unprepared because 

he hadn’t counted the cost of being a disciple.  He wasn’t ready for the 

hardships that followers of Christ experience.  The second was unprepared 

because he hadn’t reckoned on the urgency of the task.  Following Jesus 

wasn’t his first priority.  He had other things to do first.  This is not the sort 

of disciple Jesus can use.  The third man was unprepared because he had a 

divided heart.  His primary loyalty was not to Jesus alone—and if you do not 

follow Jesus alone, you will not follow Jesus for long.   

Now in our lesson today things are quite different.  Today we meet 72 

men who are ready to be disciples.  They have counted the cost; they have 

recognized the urgency of the task and they are committed to following the 

Lord with firm and committed hearts.  And so our Lord commissions them 

and sends them out into the world “like lambs among wolves.”   Our lesson 

has four parts.  In the first section, verses 1-12, Jesus appoints the 72 as 

disciples and gives them their marching orders.  In section 2, verses 13-16, 

Jesus speaks of the punishment that will await those who reject the gospel 

message.  The third section, verses 17-20, includes the report of the 



missionaries on their return from the mission field and the last section, 

verses 21-24, finds Jesus rejoicing in praise to his father for the salvation of 

souls and assuring his disciples of the great privilege they have been 

accorded.   

Let’s take things one section at a time.  Our lesson begins,  

After this the Lord appointed seventy-two others and sent them 
two by two ahead of him to every town and place where he was about 
to go.  He told them, “The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are 
few.  Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into 
his harvest field.  Go!  I am sending you out like lambs among 
wolves.  Do not take a purse of bag or sandals; and do not greet 
anyone on the road.   

First, note that this work must be done prayerfully.  The disciples are to lift 

up their hearts to the Lord of the Harvest.  First, they need to pray because 

there are dangers on the road that they must face.  Wolves of different sorts.  

Disciples will face opposition and persecution.  They may even face 

martyrdom.  Second, they need to pray because the task is a great one.  

There are many living in darkness and many perishing.  Kingdom light must 

shine upon them if they are to be saved.  As Jesus says, “The harvest is 

plentiful, but the workers are few.”  And third, they need to pray because in 

and of themselves they are poor, weak creatures.  They are lambs, not lions 

and they need the strength of the Lord if they are to prevail.  The wonderful 

thing is that the strength of the Lord is promised them.  They are not to take 



purse or bag or sandal.  Why?  Because the Lord has promised that he will 

provide them all that they need.  They must learn to trust him—to ever look 

to him with a child-like dependence, whether it’s a matter of supper or a 

night’s rest or having the right words to speak to herald the kingdom.   

 When you enter a house, first say, “Peace to this house.”  If a 
man of peace is there, your peace will rest on him; if not, it will return 
to you.  Stay in that house, eating and drinking whatever they give 
you, for the worker deserves his wages.  Do not move around from 
house to house. 
 When you enter a town and are welcomed, eat what is set 
before you.  Heal the sick who are there and tell them, “The kingdom 
of God is near you.”  But when you enter a town and are not 
welcomed, go into its streets and say, “Even the dust of your town that 
sticks to our feet we wipe off against you.  Yet be sure of this: The 
kingdom of God is near.”  I tell you, it will be more bearable on that 
day for Sodom than for that town. 

Our first section continues with Jesus offering his disciples detailed 

instructions about the way they are to carry out their mission.  They are not 

to greet people on the road.  It’s not that they are to be rude, it’s that they 

don’t have time to chitchat.  Their work is too urgent.  When they enter a 

house, they are to say, “Peace to this house.”  This is not just a polite way of 

saying, “Hello.”  These disciples were bringing the peace of God with them.  

It was for those who, through grace, were worthy to receive it.  For those 

with softened hearts, the peace of God was given.  For those who were hard 

of heart, the peace did not stay with them, but returned to the disciples.  On 



those no blessing was bestowed.  The disciples were to stay in the homes 

where they were received.  They were to eat whatever was prepared.  They 

were not to search around for a better situation.  The underlying principle is 

this: disciples of Jesus are to comport themselves with modesty, simplicity 

and humility.  We are not to be greedy or lovers of money, but are to be 

people who have learned to be content in whatever situation God is pleased 

to put us.   

 The message to those with receptive hearts is this: “The kingdom of 

God is near you.”  The message to those with unreceptive hearts is, “The 

kingdom of God is near.”  Those messages sound very much alike but there 

is a difference between them as big as infinity.  “The kingdom of God is near 

you,” is a promise.  It means, “God has come to you in mercy.  He has seen 

your plight.  He knows your sin and misery.  And he has come freely and 

graciously with healing for your deepest hurt.  He has come to take your sins 

and take them away.  He has come to give you a new heart and a robe of 

perfect righteousness.  He has come to rescue you from the kingdom of 

darkness and bring you to his heavenly home.”  The message, “The kingdom 

of God is near,” is quite different from that.  It is not a promise but a 

warning.  It means that the kingdom is near—but you are missing it.  It is so 

close—but it has not come to you, to you personally.  You can think of it this 



way.  It is one thing to say, “Jesus came to forgive sins” and another thing 

completely to say, “Jesus came to forgive my sins.”  If you cannot say, “my 

sins,” if you cannot say, “for me,” then you must plead for mercy, that God 

would visit you with salvation and not let you perish, for this much is 

absolutely sure: God will not abide sin.  There will never be fellowship 

between darkness and light.  So do not despise the grace of God or neglect 

so great a salvation.   

 Now we come to the second portion of our lesson.  Here Jesus warns 

of the judgement to come upon those who spurn his message of grace and 

peace: 

 Woe to you, Korazin!  Woe to you, Bethsaida!  For if the 
miracles that were performed in you had been performed in Tyre and 
Sidon, they would have repented long ago, sitting in sackcloth and 
ashes.  But it will be more bearable for Tyre and Sidon at the 
judgement than for you.  And you, Capernaum, will you be lifted up to 
the skies?  No, you will go down to the depths.  He who listens to you 
listens to me; he who rejects you rejects me; but he who rejects me 
rejects him who sent me. 

These are awesome words and awful to contemplate, but they are the words 

of our Lord and are true. Tyre and Sidon were Phoenician cities known for 

their wickedness and their hatred of the Jews.  They trafficked in Israelite 

slaves and did all in their power to hurt the children of God.  And yet their 

judgement would be lighter than that meted out to Capernaum and her sister 



cities of Bethsaida and Korazin, for those cities had been blessed to see the 

ministry of Jesus and hear the gospel—and they had turned away.  J. C. Ryle 

wrote this: 

 [These words] throw light on some truths which men are very 
apt to forget.  They teach us that all will be judged according to their 
spiritual light, and that from those who have enjoyed most religious 
privileges, most will be required.  They teach us the exceeding 
hardness and unbelief of the human heart.  It was possible to hear 
Christ preach, and to see Christ’s miracles, and yet to remain 
unconverted.  They teach us, not least, that man is responsible for the 
state of his own soul.  Those who reject the gospel and remain 
impenitent and unbelieving are not merely objects of pity and 
compassion, but deeply guilty and blameworthy in God’s sight.  God 
called, but they refused.  God spoke to them, but they would not 
regard.  The condemnation of the unbelieving will be strictly just.  
Their blood will be upon their own heads.  The judge of all the earth 
will do right.   

 The third section of our lesson sees the return of the seventy-two, their 

report to Jesus and our Lord’s comments. 

 The seventy-two returned with joy and said, “Lord, even the 
demons submit to us in your name.” 
 He replied, “I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven.  I have 
given you authority to trample on snakes and scorpions and to 
overcome all the power of the enemy; nothing will harm you.  
However, do not rejoice that the spirits submit to you, but rejoice that 
your names are written in heaven.   

The disciples returned with joy and praise.  Their excitement was palpable.  

They had followed the Lord’s instructions and had found him true to his 

promises.  They had preached the kingdom.  They had healed the sick.  They 



had cast out demons.  God had protected them and had used their ministry to 

bring light into the darkness and life where there was death.   

 Now at this point Jesus says, “However, do not rejoice that the spirits 

submit to you, but rejoice that your names are written in heaven.”  Think of 

it this way.  If you could choose between having gifts of the Spirit or fruit of 

the Spirit, always choose the fruit.  Giftedness does not always indicate 

spiritual health.  Early on in his ministry Billy Graham partnered with 

Charles Templeton.  Templeton had wonderful gifts.  He was intelligent.  A 

wonderful speaker.  Charismatic.  He had wonderful spiritual 

accomplishments and through his ministry many were called to Christ.  And 

yet he was not a converted man.  The fruit of the Spirit was not his.  He 

turned from Christ and spent the last half of his life mocking the faith.  How 

tragic are these words of our Lord: 

 Not everyone who says to me, “Lord, Lord,” will enter the 
kingdom of heaven, but only he who does the will of my Father who 
is in heaven.  Many will say to me on that day, “Lord, Lord, did we 
not prophesy in your name, and in your name drive out demons and 
perform many miracles?  Then I will tell them plainly, “I never knew 
you.  Away from me, you evildoers!” 

 Paul expresses it this way in his First Letter to the Corinthians.  “If I 

speak in the tongues of man and of angels, and have not love, I am only a 

resounding gong or a clanging cymbal.  If I have the gift of prophecy and 

can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have a faith that can 



move mountains, but have not love, I am nothing.  If I give all I possess to 

the poor and surrender my body to the flames, but have not love, I gain 

nothing.”  Your joy and assurance are not found in your gifts.  Instead, you 

are to rejoice because your name is written in heaven. 

 Let me give you a few reasons to rejoice.  Rejoice that your name is 

written down in the Lamb’s Book of Life because God himself chose to 

write it there.  He wrote it down before you were born.  He wrote it down 

before the earth was made.  It has been written down indelibly from all 

eternity.  Beloved, your salvation is, from first to last, entirely in God’s 

omnipotent hand.  It rests securely in the hand of him who cannot change.  

There is no one who can snatch the believer from the hand of God.  Paul put 

it this way in Romans 8: 

 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ?  Shall 
tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness or peril 
or sword?  No, in all these things we are more than conquerors 
through him who loved us.  For I am sure that neither death, nor life, 
nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, 
nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation 
will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our 
Lord. 

 Here is another reason to rejoice that your name is written down.  It 

means that, in the end, you will see Jesus.  As Paul put it, to be absent from 



the body means to be present with the Lord.  When we die we go to be with 

Jesus and in death we shall behold him face to face.  So either way we are 

victorious.  To live is Christ; to die is gain.   

 Here is a third reason to rejoice that our names are written down.  It 

means that one day we will be transformed.  When Christ first came into our 

hearts, the power of sin over us was broken.  We were given freedom to live 

in thankfulness and obedience to God.  But while the power and the curse of 

sin were taken away, the presence of sin still abides while we are in this 

world.  On the day of our Lord’s coming, even the presence of sin will be 

taken away from those who belong to him.  As the Apostle John says, 

“When he appears, we shall be like him.”  We shall be made perfect in 

holiness and purity and righteousness.   

 Rejoice that your name is written down because an eternal weight of 

glory beyond all comparison awaits the believer.  This is a double blessing.  

It blesses two ways.  It is a blessing when received.  There is glory in heaven 

for the child of God.  As the hymn puts it: 

O that will be, glory for me, 
Glory for me, glory for me; 

When by his grace I shall look on his face, 
That will be glory, be glory for me. 



But it is also a blessing in anticipation.  That is, knowing that glory waits at 

the end of this life’s journey puts all our present sorrow and grief into 

perspective.  Yes, there is tribulation in this world.  Yes, there is heartache 

and trouble.  But not for long.   

As for man, his days are like grass, 
he flourishes like a flower of the field; 
the wind blows over it and it is gone, 
and its place remembers it no more. 
But from everlasting to everlasting 

the Lord’s love is with those who fear him. 

 And rejoice because if our names are written down it means that we 

are heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ.  We are so united to him through 

faith that all that belongs to belongs to us as well.  Listen to these wonderful 

words of Peter from his First Epistle and let your hearts rejoice with the 

apostle: 

 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ!  In his 
great mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope through the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, and into an inheritance that 
can never perish, spoil or fade—kept in heaven for you, who through 
faith are shielded by God’s power until the coming of the salvation 
that is ready to be revealed at the last time. 

 The fourth part of our lesson concludes with our Lord’s rejoicing in 

the salvation of souls and his speaking of the wonderful privilege of being a 

disciple. 



 I praise you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you 
have hidden these things from the wise and learned and revealed them 
to little children.  Yes, Father, for this was your good pleasure.   

The wise and learned Jesus refers to here include the Scribes and Pharisees, 

the Elders and Chief Priests.  They are self-righteous and so they do not need 

the righteousness of Christ.  They think they are spiritually healthy, and so 

they don’t need the Great Physician.  The little children are the poor in spirit.  

Along with these seventy-two disciples, they know that without God’s grace 

they will perish, for no good thing dwells in them and they have nothing 

whereby they can commend themselves to God.   

 But what riches the Lord has for the poor and humble!  They are given 

eyes to see and ears to hear and hearts to receive the King of kings and the 

Lord of lords.  He comes to them and dwells with them and works in them to 

make them righteous, holy, true, loving and thankful.  Here is Paul’s 

description of such a life: 

 Rejoice in the Lord always.  I will say it again: Rejoice!  Let 
your gentleness be evident to all.  The Lord is near.  Do not be anxious 
about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with 
thanksgiving, present your requests to God.  And the peace of God, 
which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your 
minds in Christ Jesus. 

In Christ’s name.  AMEN. 


