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In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit; AMEN. 

 Last week as we began to study our Lord’s instructions about prayer 

we looked at how we were to pray.  We considered a number of principles of 

prayer.  Let me review them.  First, we found that when we prayed we were 

to pray to God alone, not to idols or saints or a god of our own imagination.  

In prayer the God of the Bible must be addressed.  Second, we found that 

God could only be approached through the shed blood of Jesus Christ.  That 

is, before coming before the throne of God you must be a believer, washed 

and made new by God’s grace through faith in Jesus Christ.  Think of it this 

way.  If you were to visit the queen, you would buy a new suit or a new 

dress.  You would have a new pair of shoes.  A haircut.  If that is true of an 

audience with the Queen, how much more true must it be of an audience 

with the Lord of the whole creation—with the Lord of eternity?  Beloved, to 

enter the throne room of God you must be properly dressed.  You must be 

wearing the white robe of Christ’s righteousness.  Nothing less will do.  

Third, we found that true prayer must be carried out in the power of the Holy 

Spirit.  As Paul put it, it is “through [Jesus] that we ...have access to the 

Father by one Spirit.”  The word translated “access” means “an 

introduction.”  Through Jesus we are introduced to God by the Holy Spirit.  

The Spirit leads us into the presence of God, guides us into the truth and 
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teaches us how and what to pray for.  Fourth, we found that when we pray as 

Jesus tells us to, we can pray with confidence and boldness.  God is 

Almighty and so able to answer prayer; he is a heavenly Father and so 

willing to answer the cries of his children.  He is more willing to answer 

than we are to pray.  And finally we saw that when we prayed we were to 

pray in two directions.  That is, our Lord teaches us that when we pray we 

are to lift up our concerns for the name and kingdom of God and our 

concerns for our needs and the needs of others.  Prayer concerns are first 

vertical and second horizontal.   

 Last week, then, we took a look at how we were to pray.  This week 

and in the weeks ahead, we will examine what we are to pray for and we 

begin with the first petition Jesus teaches: “Father, hallowed be your name.”  

“Hallowed be your name.”  In this first petition we find an expression of the 

Christian’s intense and heartfelt need and longing for the name of God to be 

hallowed.  Think about it this way.  What would you ask from God first of 

all?  If you could have anything from God, what would you choose?  What 

would give you most joy and delight?  The Lord’s Prayer teaches us that the 

first thing to ask of God to make our hearts full of lively and good cheer is 

that his name be hallowed.  That is to be our central focus in all things; that 

is to be the fundamental attitude of our hearts and lives.  The hallowing of 
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God’s name is to be first and foremost.   

What does that mean in practical terms?  Let me give you an extreme 

example.  Herman Veldkamp was a Reformed pastor who was imprisoned 

during the Second War in a Nazi concentration camp.  This is what he wrote: 

 Let me...give an example from that distressful time [WWII], 
which is still so fresh in our memory, when everyone was dislodged.  
Someone was in prison.  He did not know what was going to 
happen.... Perhaps something worse awaited him--a concentration 
camp or death.  Then he would not see his dear wife and children 
again.  Can you imagine the state of mind of such a person, sitting 
alone within the four walls of his cell, with the only variation being 
the jingling of the keys of the jailer?  Listen, he prays, “Merciful 
Father, you are so good and powerful, O, deliver me from my distress.  
Speak just one word, and it shall happen.”   
 But if this prisoner is a child of God who has learned the 
petition, “hallowed be thy name,” then he does not leave it at that.  He 
adds to that, “If you Name will be glorified more by my imprisonment 
than by my freedom, then let me stay in this lonely cell, where you are 
also present.  And if it be more to your honour that I, because of the 
witness of your Name, must die, give me grace to remain faithful, and 
to die for you.  Lord, you must go before.  You must always lead, and 
I must follow.  What happens to me is not of that much importance, 
but what happens to your Name is of greatest importance.  “Hallowed 
be thy name.”   

We need to pray in that same spirit.  “Father God, you have given me a 

burden and it is a heavy one.  I really want you to take it away, because it 

hurts.  But if through this suffering your name will be hallowed and praised 

more than through my deliverance, grant me grace to submit to the burden 

willingly and with good cheer.  Don’t let me whine, but make me a good 
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solider of Christ.  AMEN.”     

“Hallowed be your name.”  That is to say, “Lord, let concern for your 

name be at the very centre of my life.”  How do I do that?  What does that 

mean in practical, everyday terms?  First of all, it means that we are to know 

our holy God.  We are to know him as he truly is, in all of his glorious attrib-

utes--his power, wisdom, goodness, righteousness, mercy and truth.  And we 

get to know him by spending time in the Bible—the revelation he has given 

of himself.  We get to know him through worship and by coming to his Table 

to see Christ’s body broken and his blood shed for the forgiveness of sins.  

We get to know him through prayer, by praising and magnifying his name in 

our hearts.  This is the starting point.  We must know who God really is, or 

we will desecrate his Name rather than hallow it. 

 There are many different ways to desecrate God’s Name.  Sometimes 

God is slandered and reviled.  Sometimes he is outright cursed.  Go to any 

movie these days and you will hear this sort of language.  But sometimes his 

Name is desecrated in a more sophisticated way.  There are two particularly 

popular ways to do that these days.  The first is to ignore him, as if he didn’t 

exist.  Carl Sagan, the dead American astronomer, was a master at this.  One 

of his most popular books, which he later made into a television series, 
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Cosmos, began with the words, “The universe is all there is, all there was 

and all there ever will be.”  That is a philosophical statement dressed up as a 

scientific fact.  And don’t think for a minute that Sagan didn’t know the 

difference between the two.  Sagan so longed to leave God out of the picture 

altogether, that if he could do it by disguise, misdirection and mixing up 

science and philosophy he would.  Central to his work was a commitment to 

deny the reality of God and desecrate his holy name.  As Christians we 

should be that focused, that committed, in our seeking to hallow the name of 

God.  

 Let me give you another example of the lengths people will go to 

close their eyes to a right knowledge of God.  H. F. C. Crick is the man who 

discovered DNA.  He won a Nobel Prize for it.  It is one of the great 

discoveries of our age.  It may end up being more important than the 

discovery of antibiotics.  In any event, Crick has gone to extraordinary 

lengths to try and ignore God.  Now you must understand this.  Crick is a 

scientific genius.  He knows biology, chemistry and physics.  And yet this 

presents him with a problem.  You see, the more he knows, the more 

intricate and beautiful the creation appears; and the more intricate and 

beautiful the creation appears, the more he recognizes that the possibility of 

random, purposeless evolution disappears.  The more he knows, the more he 
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amasses evidence that a great Designer is involved in the creation of the 

world.  So what is his answer to this, given that he is a committed Atheist?  

Now believe me, I’m not making this up.  I am not lying to you just to make 

this man look silly.  This is what the discoverer of DNA says he believes 

about the origins of life on earth.  He thinks life may have been first 

transmitted to earth in bacteria form in a missile shot from some other part 

of space.  His dilemma is that his life’s work increasingly points to a 

conclusion that his darkened heart cannot and will not accept.  What an 

example of the Bible truth that it is the fool who says in his heart, there is no 

God. 

 The second popular way to desecrate the name of God today is to 

redefine or remake God.  Throw away the revelation God makes of himself 

in Scripture.  That revelation of God’s nature is too humiliating to us, too 

hard to take.  Away with this God who descends in thunder and lightning 

upon Sinai; away with this God who tells us we must carry a cross and lose 

our lives; away with this God before whom all must tremble and bend the 

knee.  Give us instead a god who is domesticated.  A soft god.  A god who 

will reconcile himself to us rather than command us to be reconciled to him.  

Give us a god who never judges, but who will tolerate whatever we decide to 

do and let us live our lives according to our own desires.  Give us a god who 
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is nice.  Polite.  But keep the dangerous God of the Bible away from us!  

Once he gets his hands on us, we will have to repent.  Die to self.  Our 

priorities will be turned upside-down.  He will be hallowed in our hearts and 

we will be shunted to the side.   

Beloved, these denials are not for us.  We are to rightly know God.  

That means knowing him as he has revealed himself to us in Scripture.  We 

are to know he is pure and holy and righteous and all knowing and all wise 

and sovereign and compassionate and wrathful and glorious.  But that is not 

enough.  In the Bible to “know” someone means to “love” someone.  Know-

ing God is not simply an intellectual exercise, though it must start there.  It is 

a matter of the heart.  We are to love the God of the Bible passionately, ex-

travagantly, wonderfully.  How do we do that?  By pondering the things of 

God, treasuring them up in our hearts.  Herman Hoeksema, a professor and 

theologian, explained it this way: 

 What does it mean when we pray that God’s name be hallowed? 
...The fundamental presupposition in this first petition is that God’s 
name is holy, that we must always recognize it as holy, and that 
because of this his name must be glorified.  The name of God is holy 
because God is the Holy One.  And this means that God is One, and 
that there is no god beside him.  It means that he is the infinitely 
perfect One, matchless in his infinite power, sovereignty, holiness, 
righteousness, truth, love, grace and mercy.  It means that... he does 
all things for his own name’s sake, and that therefore all creation must 
be consecrated to him and can be blessed only in as far as it serves the 
purpose of his glory.   
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 He is God!  Hence, his name is holy.  The name of God stands 
entirely apart and by itself.  It is a separate name.  It has nothing in 
common with other names.  It is the name of all names, by which all 
names exist in heaven and on earth.  And when we are taught to pray, 
“Hallowed by thy name,” the Lord Jesus would have us say at the 
very beginning of our prayers, “Our Father, who art in heaven, so 
reveal yourself and so let your self-revelation be recognized and 
acknowledged by us, that your name alone may stand out in all the 
world as a name of infinite wisdom and knowledge and power, of 
absolute Lordship and sovereignty, of unchangeable righteousness and 
truth, of matchless beauty, purest love, boundless grace, abundant 
mercy, as the only name that is worthy of all glory and adoration and 
praise forever.” 

Here is the principle: To know God is to love God; to know God better is to 

love God more.   

   If we would hallow God’s name, we must know God and we must 

love God.  And there is this as well.  We must recognize that there can be no 

half-measures here—no holding back.  God’s name is hallowed completely 

or it is not hallowed at all.  This is what I mean.  To hallow the Lord’s name 

we must live our lives, in thought, word and deed, in such a way that God’s 

name will not be blasphemed on our account, but will always be honoured 

and praised.  Not only must we not blaspheme the name of the Lord in our 

heart, we must live our lives that others cannot desecrate the Lord’s name on 

our account or because of our influence.  Like it or not, our lives bear 

witness to what we believe.  Our thoughts, our priorities, our loves, our 

fears, our dislikes, our morals are on display in the words we say and the 
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things we do.  We must live in such a way that we never offer people an ex-

cuse to sneer at God.  “He calls himself a Christian?  That crook?  That gos-

sip?  That whiner?  If that’s what his god has done for him, I want no part of 

it.”  Beloved, we are to live humbly, cheerfully, thankfully.  We are to shine 

with the light of Christ’s love, bearing whatever God sends us with hope and 

even joy.   

 So are you ready?  Are you really ready to pray, “Father, be first in my 

heart.  May your purposes be accomplished through me, no matter what the 

cost, if it brings your name glory and praise.”  Are you ready to pray, as 

Luther did, “Let goods and kindred go; This mortal life also.  The body they 

may kill.  God’s truth abideth still?”  Are you ready to pray, “Our Father, 

who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name?”  If you are a child of God, this 

will be your answer: “Dear God, I am ready to pray this petition, but only 

with fear and trembling.  Lord I believe.  Help Thou mine unbelief.”  In 

Christ’s name.  AMEN.   

  

 10


