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In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit; AMEN. 

 We find ourselves coming to the end of the Book of the Covenant 

Code.  It is a book of laws, given after the Ten Commandments, which 

illustrate how Israel is to put the Commandments into everyday use.  We 

have found illustrations of the law’s application in matters concerning 

worship, murder, bodily injuries, property damage, Sabbath observances and 

so on.  Now, as the Covenant Code comes to a conclusion, we find that God 

makes a covenant promise that he will bring the Hebrews into the Promised 

Land—as long as they stay away from the idols of Canaan.  God and God 

alone is to be their God.  Let’s look at the text.     

 See, I am sending an angel ahead of you to guard you along the 
way and to bring you to the place I have prepared.   

 God finishes what he starts.  He doesn’t begin something and then 

turn his back on it.  That is what we see here in our opening verse.  God has 

prepared a place already and to make sure his people get there, he is sending 

an angel to guard and protect them on their way.  God has been promising to 

bring his people to a place of blessing and promise ever since he called 

Abraham out of Ur of the Chaldees, back in Genesis 12, when he had said to 

Abraham, “Leave your country, your people and your father’s household and 
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go to the land I will show you.”  He repeated that promise in Genesis 15.  “I 

am the Lord, who brought you out of Ur of the Chaldeans to give you this 

land to take possession of it.”  He says in Exodus 17, “The whole land of 

Canaan, where you are now an alien, I will give as an everlasting possession 

to you and your descendants after you; and I will be their God.”  He even 

promises Abraham that though his children would sojourn in Egypt for many 

years, God would bring them back to the place he had prepared for them.  In 

our lesson tonight he reaffirms his promise. 

 And he does more than that.  He also promises that he will send an 

angel ahead of his people to be their guard and guide.  Now this shouldn’t 

surprise us, for we have seen this angel before.  The first time in the Book of 

Exodus that the angel appeared was in the burning bush that was not 

consumed.  Then we find him in Exodus 14 as the children of Israel make 

their way out of Egypt and through the Red Sea.  We read, 

 Then the angel of God, who had been traveling in front of 
Israel’s army, withdrew and went behind them.  The pillar of cloud 
also moved from in front and stood behind them, coming between the 
armies of Egypt and Israel. 

It’s not just the pillar of fire and cloud that are guiding the Israelites; the 

angel of the Lord is there as well.  And if we look ahead, past our lesson 

tonight, we will find the angel yet again in Exodus 32 and 33.  In Exodus 32 
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Moses pleads for his people before God, for they have fallen into the sin of 

idolatry.  He offers himself in their place, if that will placate an angry God.  

While it is clear the Lord will punish the evildoers, he nevertheless makes 

this promise to Moses: “Now go, lead the people to the place I spoke of, and 

my angel will go before you.”  And a short while later God reaffirms his 

promise: 

 I will send an angel before you and drive out the Canaanites, 
Amorites, Hittites, Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites.  Go up to the land 
flowing with milk and honey. 

 Beloved, in all of this we find God supernaturally leading his people.  

Tonight he reminds them again of what he has done and what he has 

promised.  He is saying, in effect, “I am going to finish what I have started.  

I am going to bring you to the place I have prepared for you through the 

intervention of my angel.  Now who is this angel?  The angel of the Lord is 

the second person of the Trinity.  It is the pre-incarnate Christ.  John Calvin 

said this.  “But let us enquire who this Angel was…. The ancient teachers of 

the Church have rightly understood [it to be] the Eternal Son of God in 

respect to his office as Mediator.”  Well, that is what the vast majority of 

church teachers have taught, but in making their claims they are only 

echoing what the Bible teaches.  For the identity of the angel of the Lord we 
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can look to a fascinating story in the Book of Judges where, in the 13th 

chapter we find the parents of Samson.   

 Samson’s father was named Manoah.  He was from the tribe of Dan 

and his wife was barren.  In this she was like Sarah, mother of Isaac, 

Rebecca, mother of Jacob, Hannah, mother of Samuel and Elizabeth, mother 

of John the Baptist.  But the angel of the Lord appeared to her and promised 

her a son—a special son—who had to be raised up in a particular way.  

When Manoah heard this, he asked his wife to plead for the angel to return 

again so that he might be instructed in the raising of his son.  The angel 

came.  Well, to make a long story short, after they spoke Manoah offered a 

sacrifice to the Lord.   

 As the flame blazed up from the altar toward heaven, the angel 
of the Lord ascended in the flame.  Seeing this, Manoah and his wife 
fell with their faces to the ground.   

Manoah’s conclusion?  “We have seen God.”   

 The point is this.  God is saying to them, “I am in your midst.  I am 

with you.  My own angel is with you.  So trust that what I have begun I will 

bring to fruition.”  The Apostle Paul was suffering in a Roman prison, his 

life forfeit and about to be poured out like an offering when he wrote to 

Timothy, saying that in spite of his suffering he was not ashamed.  Why?  
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“Because,” he says, “I know whom I have believed and am convinced that 

he is able to guard what I have entrusted to him for that day.”  Paul entrusted 

his entire life to God.  He knew God would take him home to the heavenly 

Promised Land.  Do you have such trust?  Have you fully committed 

yourself to the ways of the Lord?  You know, many times people begin a 

project but do not complete it.  Most often it is because they haven’t counted 

the cost.  Perhaps it is too expensive.  Perhaps it will take too much time.  

Perhaps it will take too much effort.  In any event, their project lies 

incomplete, slowly rusting away.  If you go to Edinburgh, on a hill to the 

northeast you will find a memorial to the veterans of the Napoleonic wars, 

wars that ended 190 years ago.  It is a replica of the Parthenon.  The only 

problem with it is that it is half done.  The money for it ran out when they 

were only half-way through.  They never did raise the money to finish it.  

That does not happen with our God.  He has counted the cost.  He knows 

exactly what is required.  For God to see his people through to the Promised 

Land his own Son will have to take on human flesh, live in perfect 

righteousness and then endure the pain of mockery, of crucifixion and, worst 

of all, of the wrath and judgement of God.  And our God says, “I know the 

price, for my holiness and righteousness have set it; I will pay the price, for 

my love and grace can afford it.” 
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 Let’s turn back to our lesson.  It continues, 

Pay attention to him and listen to what he says.  Do not rebel 
against him; he will not forgive your rebellion, since my Name is in 
him.  If you listen carefully to what he says and do all that I say, I will 
be an enemy of your enemies and will oppose those who oppose you.  
My angel will go ahead of you and bring you into the land of the 
Amorites, Hittites, Perizzites, Canaanites, Hivites and Jebusites, and I 
will wipe them out.   

God is determined to carry out his plan.  That he will do so, however, does 

not mean that the Israelites are free to do whatever they please.  They are 

God’s people and that means God requires them to be obedient.  Now note 

this well: they are not God’s people because they are obedient.  Their 

obedience did not earn them God’s favour.  God’s favour was freely 

bestowed upon them.  They earned nothing.  But because his favour has 

been given to them, they are required now, out of a spirit of thanksgiving 

and praise, to offer back to God sacrifices of praise, thanksgiving and 

obedience.  The prophet Samuel put it this way when he confronted King 

Saul for his sin: 

 Does the Lord delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices as much 
as in obeying the voice of the Lord?  To obey is better than sacrifice, 
and to heed is better than the fat of rams.   

Beloved, never believe that you have permission to disobey.  You do 

not.  Disobedience will only bring disaster.  It may take time to arrive at your 

door, but arrive it will.  Consider the people that God is going to drive out of 

Canaan.  He promises that he will wipe them out.  This is not the tyrannical, 
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immoral action of a satanic deity we are looking at here.  We are dealing 

with the moral judgement of a holy God upon those who have hated him for 

generations.  More than 500 years earlier God had spoken with Abraham.  

He told him that his people would inherit this land.  But not yet.  You see, as 

God explained, “the sin of the Amorites [had] not yet reached its full 

measure.”  God waited patiently though half a millennium.  He did not move 

against the inhabitants of Canaan even though their sins were piling up.  

Through the centuries those people stored up wrath against the day of wrath

—and that day finally came. 

There is a warning for us here.  Do not rebel against the Lord.  If you 

rebel against him, if you reject the presence of the Lord, if you will not 

follow in his ways, how can you expect anything else but judgement?  How 

do you think you will find peace with God if you continually neglect his 

great salvation?  There is a wonderful verse in the opening of the Gospel of 

John.  “Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he 

gave the right to become children of God—children born not a natural 

descent, nor or human decision or a husband’s will, but born of God.”  That 

word received—to all who received him—means to welcome.  You could 

use this word to indicate a person was welcome in your home.  Last week 

before Elizabeth and Cole’s wedding reception we had a receiving line.  It 
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was a way of saying our guests were most welcome to the wedding 

celebration.  Our obedience to the Lord, our following of his 

commandments, is an indication we have received—we have welcomed—

the Lord into our hearts.  It is an indication that we love him and long to 

serve him.   

Let’s turn to our lesson again.  Here we find out how we are to obey 

and serve the Lord we have welcomed into our hearts: 

Do not bow down before their gods or worship them or follow 
their practices.  You must demolish them and break their sacred stones 
to pieces.  Worship the Lord your God and his blessing will be on 
your food and water.  I will take away sickness from among you and 
none will miscarry or be barren in your land.  I will give you a full life 
span.   

And then moving down to the end of the chapter we find the same theme: 

 Do not make a covenant with them or with their gods.  Do not 
let them live in your land, or they will cause you to sin against me, 
because the worship of their gods will certainly be a snare to you. 

In order to serve and obey the Lord we must serve and obey the Lord alone.  

That means, of course, that we are not to worship other gods.  I once hear a 

liberal minister speak about a trip he took to India.  While he was there he 

went to the shrine of some sort of Hindu god.  Being broadminded, he 

offered up some incense to be burned as the Hindoos around him were 

doing.  That is absolutely forbidden.  It was a terrible sin, though the man 
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didn’t seem to know it.  But there is more to it than this flagrant example.  

The Bible says we are not to “follow their practices.”   

 Let me illustrate it this way.  I recently received a magazine about 

technology and the church.  The magazine was filled with audio visual 

equipment.  There was remarkable top-end stuff—the sort of equipment that 

could be used in a congregation large enough to fit into Maple Leaf Gardens.  

Along with the ads were stories about various churches.  New, cutting edge 

Christian churches are remarkable.  They have stadium style seating like that 

found in theatres.  They have projection screens and “jumbotrons”.  Some of 

them even have restaurants—Starbucks or Tim Hortons and Wendy’s.  Time 

after time the articles spoke about how best to “meet the needs of the 

audience.”  How to meet the needs of the audience.  Beloved, that is an 

example of the church following the practices and techniques of another god

—the god of marketing and Madison Avenue.  The church does not gather to 

meet the felt needs of its members.  It gathers at the command of the Lord to 

focus upon the Lord and what he requires.  The congregation is not an 

audience at an entertainment show.  In worship God is the audience.  It is he 

who must be satisfied with our offering.  What God requires in worship is 

spirit and truth.  He requires that we praise him with simplicity of heart.  

That we repent of our sins in truth.  That we hear his word.  That we offer 
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ourselves to him fully, in deep humility and commitment.  With such an 

offering God will be pleased; it will be acceptable in his sight.   

 Now, what are we to say about God’s command requiring them to 

“demolish them and break their sacred stones to pieces”?  Does this mean 

we are to tear down mosques and temples?  No.  These instructions were for 

the Israelites of that day.  We do not fight the lies and darkness of Islam and 

Hinduism with the weapons of this world.  This is what Paul said in 

Ephesians 6.  He points out that the poor wretched followers of false gods 

are not our enemies.  We are not to hate them; we are to pity them and to 

bring them the gospel, for not too long ago we were just like them; we too 

were trapped in sin and lies and darkness.  Our fight is not with them but 

with another foe and our weapons are those of the Lord.    

 Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power.  Put on 
the full armour of God so that you can take your stand against the 
devil’s schemes.  For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but 
against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this 
dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly 
realms.  Therefore put on the full armour of God, so that when the day 
of evil comes, you may be able to stand your ground, and after you 
have done everything, to stand.  Stand firm then, with the belt of truth 
buckled around your waist, with a breastplate of righteousness in 
place, and with your feet fitted with the readiness that comes from the 
gospel of peace.  In addition to all this, take up the shield of faith with 
which you can extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one.  Take 
the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word 
of God.  And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of 
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prayers and requests.  With this in mind, be alert and always keep on 
prying for the saints. 

That is the way to please God and it is the mark of them that belong 

irreversibly to Christ.  In his name.  AMEN.  
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