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In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit; AMEN 

"Father, hallowed be your name.  Your kingdom come."  "Your 

kingdom come."  Now this petition, after all the years we have prayed it, 

doesn’t sound strange to our ears, but if we were new to it, it must might.  

After all, we might say, hasn't the Kingdom already come?  If there is one 

thing that we as Reformed Christians ought to understand, it is that God 

reigns as Sovereign.  His throne stands immovable in the heavens.  The earth 

is his footstool.  No power can contend against him.  As the Second Psalm 

tells us, when "the nations conspire" and "the kings of the earth" stand 

against the Lord, God is moved to laughter.  He scoffs at them.  God rules 

from sea to sea and from the river to the ends of the earth.  And not only 

that, all things, willingly or unwillingly, serve to accomplish his ends and 

proclaim his glory.  Let me give you some examples.   

Think of Joseph and his brothers.  We have been following their 

adventures for the last year or so in our evening services.  Joseph’s brothers 

sold him into slavery.  They reported him dead.  They broke their father's 

heart.  And all of this tremendous wickedness was done so that the praise of 

God’s holy name might be multiplied. Through the sinfulness of the 

brothers, the people of Israel were saved in time of famine.  Not only that, 



the Gentiles—the people of Egypt—were blessed as well.  As Joseph said to 

his brothers in the closing chapter of the Book of Genesis,  

You intended to harm me, but God intended it for good to 
accomplish what is now being done, the saving of many lives. 

You know the story of Corrie ten Boom.  She was thrown into a 

concentration camp with her sister during the Second War.  In spite of the 

circumstances, she and her sister were determined to give God thanks in 

every situation.  They even managed to give thanks for the fleas that infested 

their barracks, because the insects kept the guards away and allowed the 

prisoners to conduct forbidden Bible studies uninterrupted.  God rules over 

all in such a way that the largest galaxies and the smallest insects obey him.  

Our Catechism puts it this way: 

Q. 27: What do you understand by the providence of God? 

A.  The almighty and ever-present power of God whereby he 
still upholds, as it were by his own hand, heaven and earth together 
with all creatures, and rules in such a way that leaves and grass, rain 
and drought, fruitful and unfruitful years, food and drink, health and 
sickness, riches and poverty, and everything else come to us not by 
chance but by his fatherly hand. 

So then, if God rules all things right now, bending them to his 

purposes, if the kingdom of God has come, then what are we asking when 

we pray, "Your kingdom come"?  Or to put it another way, "What must yet 



come?  What more of the kingdom must come that isn't already here?"  

Before I get to that, however, let me say what the coming of the kingdom of 

God does not involve.  You see, there are some who say, and this is common 

among those who believe in liberation theology and who hold to what is 

called "the social gospel," that this petition points out the need for social 

justice.  They point to certain types of economic development, political 

development, social, environmental and educational changes that must take 

place if we are to have a more equitable world.  That is what they say we are 

praying for in this second petition.  At my seminary this was not only a 

common view, it was accepted as truth with a capital "T".  One commentator 

described this idea this way: 

Nothing is more common in our day than to speak of the 
establishment of the kingdom of God in every domain of human life.  
The kingdom of God must come in the state, in the domain of politics, 
in society, in national and international spheres.  The possibility of its 
realization is given with the fundamental soundness of human nature 
and the universal brotherhood of man. 

The problem with this view, of course, is that it is wrong.  The 

kingdom of God is not the kingdom of Man only fairer.  Nicer.  More civil.  

And in any event, if you look at the track records of those who hold such 

views you will find that they are neither fairer, nicer, nor more civil.  They 

are invariably Marxists.  I'm not kidding you.  They tend to hold to a system 



that at its very core exalts man and denies God.  No.  When we pray, "Your 

kingdom come," we are not praying for the establishment of man's kingdom 

on earth. 

What then do we mean?  The kingdom of heaven involves God ruling 

not only from a heavenly throne, but ruling in the hearts of his people.   

When we pray, "Your kingdom come," we are praying, "God, through the 

grace of Jesus Christ come into my heart and plant your banner there.  Claim 

me as one of your own.  Don't let me settle for nice; make me new.  Let this 

be a heart in which your reign is acknowledged with a cheerful, quick and 

responsive obedience."  Do you remember this poem of John Donne's?  It is 

a prayer for the kingdom of God to come:  

Batter my heart, Three person'd God; for, you 
As yet but knock, breathe, shine, and seek to mend. 

Take me to you, imprison me, for I 
Except you enthrall me, never shall be free, 

Nor ever chaste, except you ravish me. 

This hymn lifts up the same prayer: 

Make me a captive, Lord, 
And then I shall be free; 
Force me to render up my sword, 
And I shall conqu'ror be. 
I sink in life's alarms 
When by myself I stand; 
Imprison me within thine arms, 
And strong shall be my hand. 

"God, your kingdom come."   



Now there was a time when the kingdom of God was on earth in its 

fullness.  There was a time of blessed and perfect obedience and of God 

ruling in the heart and communing with his own face to face.  The kingdom 

was fully present in Paradise.  But this wonderful time did not last long.  Sin 

entered the world with our first parents.  Disobedience.  Death.  The 

Netherland Confession puts it this way: 

Man, being in honour, he understood it not, neither knew his 
excellency, but wilfully subjected himself to sin, and consequently to death, 
and the curse, giving ear to the words of the devil.  For the commandment of 
life, which he had received, he transgressed; and by sin separated himself  
from God, who was his true life... 

When we pray, "Your kingdom come," we are praying, "End the separation.  

Bring us back home.  Crush Satan; give us life, or we will perish." 

The amazing thing about our God is that he answers this prayer.  He 

answered it in the very paradise that had been ruined by man's sin.  The 

answer was "Yes."  And the "yes" of God, which brings people back into his 

kingdom, has been ongoing since that time.  You can think of it this way: 

The "yes" of God is simply the covenant—the promise God gives and 

answers that he will come into the hearts of his people and transform them, 

bringing them from death to life, from darkness to light, from the kingdom 



of Satan to the Kingdom of God.  The story of the covenant is the story of 

the coming of the Kingdom of grace to rule in the hearts of men.   

It begins in the heart.  Our catechism speaks on this point.   

“Thy kingdom come.”  That is: so govern us by thy Word and 
Spirit that we may more and more submit ourselves unto thee."   

Now notice this.  The catechism says, “So govern us by thy Word and Spirit 

that we may more and more submit ourselves unto thee.”’  It doesn’t say, 

"‘Thy kingdom come.’  That is: rule over the heathen that they may be 

converted to thee."  Now that is a worthy petition, but it is not the place for 

us to start.  No.  The very first thing is this: God must hold sway over us.  

The kingdom must come to our own back yards.  You see, the very best child 

of God on earth is but a very poor and defective child.  There is much wrong 

with him, as there is much wrong with us.  So before we ask God to bring 

the kingdom over there somewhere, we must as God to make us better 

disciples, more effective servants, more submitted, humble and cheerful sons 

and daughters.   

“Thy kingdom come.”  That is: so govern us by Thy Word and Spirit 

that we may more and more submit ourselves unto thee."  This points out 

how God rules over us.  Both are absolutely necessary and they must go 

together.  First there is God's Word.  He gives us clear directions and 



instructions.  Next is God's Spirit, who gives us a willing heart to follow the 

Law.  If we have the Word without the Spirit, we have a dead orthodoxy.  We 

might know all we need to know in our heads, but if our heart is not 

connected it doesn't count.  Our worship will be cold, formal and dead.  

Unacceptable to God.  In Isaiah's day God gave these words to the prophet:  

These people come near me with their mouth and honour me 
with their lips, but their hearts are far from me.   

Years later Jesus quoted these words as he spoke to the religious folk of his 

day.  May we be aware of the danger of simply "going through the motions" 

of worship, that we might avoid that like the plague. 

If we have the Word without the Spirit, we have dead orthodoxy.  On 

the other hand, if we have the Spirit without the Word, we have empty 

enthusiasm.  Two things will happen.  We'll end up like the church at the 

Toronto Airport where people roll in the aisles, barking like dogs and 

laughing hysterically.  Such worship is unacceptable to God, for he is not 

now nor ever has been the author of confusion.  Our worship is to be warm 

and lively, yes, and it is to be carried out decently and in good order.  The 

second danger is that we will make up our own Law.  "The Bible may say 

this, but the Spirit told me..."  Beloved, the Spirit is the Spirit of Christ and 

Christ is the Word of God and the Word never says anything that is not from 



the Father.  They all go together.  They never disagree.  The Spirit never says 

anything that contradicts the plain word of God. 

"Heavenly Father, Thy kingdom come.  Establish your rule in my 

heart and bring me into your kingdom."  That is where we begin.  But it is 

not where we end.  The kingdom life is a life that looks beyond itself to 

others.  Our catechism, in speaking of this, tells us that we are to petition 

God to "Uphold and increase [his] church."  Uphold.  That means protect.  

Lord God, protect your church from enemies within and without.  First from 

enemies within.  Maintain the purity of your church's gospel preaching and 

teaching.  Ensure that your seminaries are places where your Word is 

glorified and your Spirit is known.  Grant elders the discernment and the 

courage to guard the gospel.  Protect the integrity of your church's leaders 

and keep them from sin.  Silence those, and there are many, who claim to be 

leaders in your church and yet deny that Christ alone is Saviour, or that he 

was born of a virgin, or died a substitutionary death for sin and rose bodily 

from the grave.   

Second, protect your church from enemies without.  There have been 

more martyrs in the 20th century than in all other centuries combined.  Our 

brothers and sisters are being persecuted in sold into slavery in the Sudan at 



this very moment.  Share the gospel in Egypt and you will be arrested.  A 

person who converts in Kuwait will be stripped of his property, his family, 

his job and his freedom.  Go to church in China and you may lose your job 

and end up in a "re-education camp."  Send your child to a secular university 

in Canada and his faith and morals will come under a concentrated and 

vicious attack.  When we pray, "Your kingdom come," we are praying that 

God would frustrate the designs of his enemies and bring their wicked 

schemes to an end.   

“Uphold and increase [your] church," the Catechism says. "Increase."  

“Lord God, let your church reach out, that your kingdom might advance 

more and more and that peoples from every tribe and tongue might come to 

know the joy of salvation found in Christ alone.  Let your people shine.  Let 

them be salt.  Let them so conduct themselves that something of Christ 

might be seen in how they live and in what they say and in the measure of 

love they dispense.  Let your Spirit be poured out in full measure upon the 

stony ground of the human heart, that people may come alive to their 

heavenly Father.”  Beloved, it may well be that this prayer in the heart and 

on the lips of your mother or father was the occasion of your conversion.  

That being the case, ought we not pray this with particular devotion, that the 

blessing we have received might be passed on?   



Let me close with this.  I have spoken before of salvation as being in 

the past, present and future.  Past.  In Christ the elect were chosen for glory 

before they were born, and nothing can stand in the way of their destiny in 

Christ.  Present.  Yet it is also true to say that there comes a time in the life 

of every elect person when he or she is regenerated and given a new heart.  

They are able to say, "I am saved," in a way they could not say before the  

Spirit entered their hearts unbidden.  Future.  It is also true to say that there 

will come a day when the elect of God will know salvation in all of its 

fullness, in a way they do not know today.  When God first comes to the 

sinner, the power of sin is broken and he is set free.  On that glad Day of the 

Lord even the presence of sin will be forever gone.  Salvation is past, present 

and future.   

The same can be said of God's kingdom.  It was present in eternity 

past and in the Garden of Eden.  When sin brought ruin, God began to re-

establish his kingdom in the hearts of his people, and this is taking place 

today, even as we speak.  The kingdom will also come in its fullness in a day 

of God’s own choosing.  There will come a day when the kingdom will be 

here in all of its glory.  There is a picture of that kingdom in the Book of the 

Prophet Micah.  First there will be peace.  “They will beat their swords into 



ploughshares and their spears into pruning hooks.  Nation will not take up 

sword against nation, nor will they train for war anymore.”  Now listen to 

this: 

Every man will sit under his own vine and under his own fig 
tree, and not one will make them afraid, for the Lord Almighty has 
spoken. 

That’s what the kingdom looks like.  It might not seem like it now, but if you 

listen with the ears of faith you will catch the strains of the angels’ song: 

“The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of his 

Christ, and he will reign for ever and ever.”  In Christ’s name.  AMEN. 


