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In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit; AMEN. 

 Last week we came to the end of the Book of the Covenant or the 

Covenant Code, as it is also called.  The Book of the Covenant is that section 

of Scripture that follows the giving of the Ten Commandments and it 

contains illustrations and applications about how the moral law of God is to 

be implemented in the life of the people of Israel.  As we have seen in our 

study over the past several months, the Code brings to the forefront three 

general lessons.  First, it teaches us that we are all accountable to God all the 

time for everything we do.  There is no part of our life that does not belong 

in its entirety to God.  There is no part of our life for which we will not have 

to render an account to the Master.  Second, over and over again the 

Covenant Code insists that we are responsible for the wellbeing of our 

neighbour.  We are our brother’s keeper and we are to act with integrity and 

love not only in our relationship with God but in our relationship with one 

another.  Think of the Ten Commandments.  They outline our responsibilities 

to God; they outline our duties to our neighbours.  That emphasis remains 

the same.  We are to love God and neighbour; we cannot do one without also 

doing the other.  And third, we learned again that holiness is about more than 

personal piety; it is also about public morality.  If we are to walk in godly in 

Christ, our personal and our public sides must match.  We are not to be 
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Christians at home but not at work, or Christians on Sundays but not 

throughout the week.  We are to walk in integrity, with our insides matching 

our outsides and our outsides matching our insides.   

 Well, in our lesson tonight we find the ratification of the Covenant 

Code.  We will see the holiness of God displayed.  We will see the centrality 

of the law in God’s relationship to his people.  We will see the confirmation 

ceremony in which altar and people both are sprinkled with blood.  We will 

see the people’s representatives eat and drink in communion with the Lord 

God.  And we will see the glory of God descend upon the mountaintop and 

Moses enter into the cloud of glory.  There are riches for us here tonight.  

Let’s look at our lesson.  It opens with these words: 

 Then he said to Moses, “Come up to the Lord, you and Aaron, 
Nadab and Abihu, and seventy of the elders of Israel.  You are to 
worship at a distance, but Moses alone is to approach the Lord; the 
others must not come near.  And the people may not come up with 
him.” 

  
  The representatives of Israel are told to come near to Mount Sinai and 

worship.  Now this is a familiar scene.  We have seen it before.  In Exodus 

19 God comes to meet his people.  It is a moment they have been waiting for 

more than 400 years.  They have escaped from slavery.  They have crossed 

the Red Sea.  They have made their way through the wilderness.  Now it is 
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time to meet their God.  Because of their zeal and curiosity, God had to warn 

them not to come to close.  He said to Moses, “Go down and warn the 

people so they do not force their way through to see the Lord and many of 

them perish.”  So see this in your mind’s eye.  There is Mount Sinai.  At the 

foot of the mountain is a great throng.  They are in a great mass, all along the 

border of the mountain.  It’s like a standing room only crowd at a hockey 

game, with everybody pressing in eagerly, as close as they possibly can, so 

as not to miss anything. 

 But then a change comes.  The next time we see the people of Israel 

they’re not at the mountain.  What’s happened?  Where have they gone?  

Well, God spoke to them at that mountain—and they ran.  They ran for all 

they were worth.  They were filled with fear, trembling and awe.  And they 

decided they didn’t want to hear from God after all.  They said to Moses, 

“Speak to us yourself and we will listen.  But do not have God speak to us or 

we will die.”  Well, in our lesson tonight Moses is being asked to bring the 

children of Israel back because they are far off—but they are not to come too 

close.  Aaron and his son Nadab and Abihu, who will become priests, can 

approach.  The ruling elders of Israel can approach.  But God in mercy and 

in grace allows the people to hang back.  He knows their weaknesses.  He 
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knows their needs.  He is able to sympathize with his children.  And so only 

Moses is to come very close to the Lord. 

 Beloved, we see here that Moses is the representative of his people 

and as their representative he approaches God on their behalf, to hear what 

the Lord has to say to them.  He meets with the Lord.  He hears the word of 

the Lord.  And he brings the word of the Lord back to them.  The lesson 

says,  

When Moses went and told the people all the Lord’s words and 
laws, they responded with one voice, “Everything the Lord has said 
we will do.”  Moses then wrote down everything the Lord had said. 

Moses, as their representative, hears God’s word.  But now, when Moses 

gives that word to his people, he represents God.  He speaks on God’s 

behalf.  He brings God’s message, not a message of his own devising.  To 

put it another way, we see here that Moses is the Mediator of the Covenant 

that God is about to ratify.  He is the go-between.  At times he acts as a 

priest.  His back is to the people because he is communing with God as their 

representative.  At times he acts as a prophet, looking toward the people, 

telling them what God has said.  And then, after acting as a prophet, he turns 

to become a priest again and brings the words of the people to the Lord.  He 

brings their answer to God.  He tells God what his people have promised:  

“Everything the Lord has said we will do.” 
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 Beloved, we learn tonight that if we are to have any dealings with 

God, then, we must have a Mediator.  We must have a representative.  We 

must have one who will represent us before God and one who will represent 

God before us.  Moses will not do for us, but then Moses would not do for 

his own people.  He was a remarkable man, and he was the Mediator of this 

covenant, but most of all, through his life and his words, he pointed to Jesus 

Christ.  In Moses we see a foreshadowing of the life and ministry of the 

Lord Jesus.  That’s why Moses is often referred to as a type of Christ.  There 

are patterns in his ministry that the Lord Jesus will fulfill.  Moses was a 

prophet, but Jesus is the great prophet.  Moses was a priest, but Jesus is the 

great high priest.  Jesus is the prefect representative of God, for he is, as it 

says in Colossians, “the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all 

creation…. For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him.”  He 

is the perfect representative of man, for he was perfect, holy, pure and 

without sin.  And he is able to sympathize with us, for though he was 

tempted in every way, just as we are, he remained faithful and true to his 

heavenly Father, ever without sin.   

 First, our lesson teaches us that we need a mediator.  Second, it tells 

us that we cannot worship God without honouring and obeying his word.  

After Moses tells the people what God has said, what does he do?  He writes 
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those words down.  We have here the start of the Bible.  Moses, under the 

divine inspiration of God himself, writes down the words that God spoke.  

The Bible says, “the Lord’s words and laws.”  The “words” are the Ten 

Commandments, the words that God himself wrote on tablets of stone with 

his finger.  The “laws” are the stipulations of the Covenant Code.  Moses 

wrote down both, so the people would not forget.  He wrote them down so 

the people could read and study them.  He wrote them down because the 

word of God is to be at the very centre of the worship of God.   

Beloved, we are people of the book.  It is not our book.  It is God’s 

book.  God is the author.  Peter puts it this way in his Second Letter: 

Above all, you must understand that no prophecy of Scripture 
came about by the prophet’s own interpretation.  For prophecy never 
had its origin in the will of man, but men spoke from God as they 
were carried along by the Holy Spirit. 

What are the implications of this?  It means that the Bible is inerrant.  It 

contains no mistakes or contradictions, because God is a God of truth and he 

knows all things.  It means that the Bible is infallible.  That is, not only is the 

Bible inerrant, having no mistakes, it is infallible—it can have no mistakes.  

Mistakes are impossible with God.  There is more.  Because the Bible is 

God’s infallible, inerrant word to man, it is to be trusted.  When we stand 

upon this word, we stand upon a rock that cannot be shaken.  All of its 
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promises are true.  All of its warnings are also true.  And there is this: The 

Bible has authority to bind us.  What it commands, God commands, and we 

have an obligation to carry out.  What it forbids, God forbids, and we have 

an obligation to refrain.  Because the Bible is God’s word, it is a blessing to 

all who hear, trust and obey.  Paul puts it this way: 

 All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, 
rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the man of 
God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work. 

 First, we need a representative and Mediator.  Second, we need to 

centre our worship of the written word of God.  And third, for us to worship 

God blood must be shed.  Turn to the lesson again. 

He got up early the next morning and built an altar at the foot of 
the mountain and set up twelve stone pillars representing the twelve 
tribes of Israel.  Then he sent young Israelite men, and they offered 
burnt offerings and sacrificed young bulls as fellowship offerings to 
the Lord.  Moses took half of the blood and put it in bowls and the 
other half he sprinkled on the altar.  Then he took the Book of the 
Covenant and read it to the people.  They responded, “We will do 
everything the Lord has said; we will obey.” 

Moses then took the blood, sprinkled it on the people and said, 
“This is the blood of the covenant that the Lord has made with you in 
accordance with all these words.” 

Blood must be shed.  Why?  Because God has promised that the soul that 

sins shall die.  Because God has promised that he will in no way acquit the 

guilty.  The righteousness, justice and holiness demand that the due penalty 
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for sin be paid, either by the person who has sinned or a person who is a 

suitable substitute for the sinner.   

 Christmas Evans was a Welsh preacher born on Christmas day, 1766.  

He preached for 54 years—his last sermon coming just three days before his 

death.  In a sermon about grace abounding, this is what he said: 

 Suppose a vast graveyard, surrounded by a lofty wall, with only 
one entrance, which is by a massive iron gate, and that is fast bolted.  
Within are thousands and millions of human beings, of all ages and 
classes, by one epidemic disease bending to the grave.  The grave 
yawn to swallow them, and they must all perish.  There is no balm to 
relieve, no physician there.  Such is the condition of man as a sinner.  
All have sinned; and it is written, “The soul that sinneth shall die.”   
 But while the unhappy race lay in that dismal prison, Mercy 
came and stood at the gate, and wept over the melancholy scene, 
exclaiming, “O that I might enter!  I would bind up their wounds; I 
would relieve their sorrows; I would save their souls!”   

An embassy of angels, commissioned from the court of heaven 
to some other world, paused at the sight, and heaven forgave that 
pause.  Seeing Mercy standing there, they cried: “Mercy! Canst thou 
not enter?  Canst thou look upon that scene and not pity?  Canst thou 
pity and not relieve?” 

Mercy replied: “I can pity, but I cannot relieve!” 
“Why canst thou not enter?” inquired the heavenly host. 
“O,” said Mercy, “Justice has barred the gate against me, and I 

must not—cannot unbar it.” 
At this moment Justice appeared, as if to watch the gate.  The 

angels asked, “Why wilt thou not suffer Mercy to enter?” 
He sternly replied, “The law is broken, and it must be 

honoured!  Die they or Justice must!” 
Then appeared a form among the angelic band like unto the Son 

of God.  Addressing himself to Justice, he said: “What are thy 
demands?” 
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Justice replied, “My demands are rigid; I must have ignominy 
for their honour, sickness for their health, death for their life.  Without 
the shedding of blood there is no remission!” 

“Justice,” said the Son of God, “I accept your terms.  On me be 
this wrong.  Let mercy enter, and stay the carnival of death.”   

 Blood must be shed to satisfy the righteousness and holiness of God.  

That is represented by the blood that Moses sprinkled on the altar he had 

built.  It pointed to the sacrifice Jesus would make to satisfy the wrath of his 

Father against all ungodliness and unrighteousness.  But more must be done.  

Moses took the blood and sprinkled it on the people who had gathered that 

day.  That action points to the truth that the blood of Christ must be applied 

in order for salvation to be accomplished.  Blood supplied and blood applied

—both are necessary.  You can think of it this way.  To be assured of your 

salvation, you have to know more that the death and resurrection of Jesus.  

You need to know that he died and rose for you.  His death must be yours.   

 Now, how does that happen?  You must understand that what Moses 

was doing in that covenant ratification ceremony was an outward, physical 

ritual that signified an inward, spiritual truth.  It is not the blood of bulls and 

goats that avails to save us—it is the blood of the Messiah that saves us.  

And it is the Holy Spirit who applies the sacrifice of Jesus—who sprinkles 

the blood of Jesus—on the inward man through faith.  Think of your 
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baptism.  Just as the water washes dirt from our outward bodies, so the blood 

of Christ, sprinkled on our hearts through faith, cleanses us from all sin and 

fits us for service in God’s kingdom.   

 And what happens when, by faith alone, we are washed by the one 

sacrifice of Christ?  Look at the lesson: 

 Moses and Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, and the seventy elders of 
Israel went up and saw the God of Israel.  Under his feet was 
something like pavement made of sapphire, clear as the sky itself.  But 
God did not raise his hand against these leaders of the Israelites; they 
saw God and they ate and drank. 

The leaders of Israel get a glimpse of God—at least they get a glimpse of the 

soles of his feet.  When sinners see a holy God, the expectation is that they 

will die.  That does not happen here.  God does not give them a full view of 

his glory and he in mercy spares them.  And then he has fellowship with 

them.  “They saw God and they ate and drank.” 

 Fourteen hundred years later our Lord, on the night that he was 

betrayed, took bread, blessed it and broke it and gave it to his disciples and 

said, “This is my body, broken for you.”  And after they had eaten, he took 

the cup and said, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood.”  In this new 

covenant the old covenant was fulfilled.  The old was a covenant of symbols 

and foreshadowings that looked to the coming of Jesus.  With the advent of 
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Jesus, the old ceremonies and symbols were done away with; the blood that 

avails was shed.  That same blood—that same sacrifice at Calvary--saves to 

this day all who come to the Lord through faith and submit themselves to 

him in repentance, thanksgiving and joy.  These words are found in Hebrews 

10: 

 Therefore brothers, since we have confidence to enter the Most 
Holy Place [into the presence of God] by the blood of Jesus, by a new 
and living way, opened for us through the curtain, that is his body, and 
since we have a great high priest over the hose of God, let us draw 
near to God with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith, having our 
hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty conscience and having our 
bodies washed with pure water.  Let us hold unswervingly to the hope 
we profess, for he who promised is faithful.  And let us consider how 
we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds.  Let us not 
give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us 
encourage one another—and all the more as you see the Day 
approaching. 

 There is a hymn that begins, “What a fellowship, what a joy divine.”  

That is a great description.  Think of what the church, the fellowship of 

believers, is, has and does.  We are sprinkled by the blood of Christ to make 

us clean.  We enjoy fellowship with God through this new and living way.  

We stand upon the faithfulness of God in full assurance.  We encourage one 

another to acts of mercy, love and grace.  We meet together to worship and 

to look for the final coming of the Lord.  It is a blessed inheritance.  Let’s 

give God thanksgiving and praise.  In Christ’s name.  AMEN.  Let us pray.
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