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In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit; AMEN.   

 Tonight we come to the longest section of the Book of Exodus.  From 

this point on, from chapter 25 through to chapter 40, except for a short 

section from chapters 32 to 34, we find a detailed description of the 

tabernacle, its structures, its furnishings and its priesthood.  A. W. Pink once 

noted that many today think that this is a portion of Scripture that can be set 

aside without much being lost.  Many think we have here nothing but a 

record of Jewish ceremonies, manners, furnishings and customs that have 

long since passed away and have faded into insignificance.  And then he said 

this: 

 Two chapters suffice for a record of God’s work in creating and 
fitting this earth for human habitation, whereas ten chapters are 
needed to tell us about the Tabernacle.  Truly God’s thoughts and 
ways are different from ours.   

 Now I do not propose to go through the rest of the Book of Exodus 

line by line and verse by verse.  We are going to skip around a bit.  You see, 

what we have in the remaining portion of Exodus is not one account of the 

Tabernacle, but two.  The first account is the description of the Tabernacle 

and its furniture as given by God to Moses.  The second account, which 

comes after the Israelites fall into idolatry by worshipping the golden calf, 
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records the actual building of the Tabernacle by the people.  There is a 

valuable lesson for us in the comparison of those two accounts, but before 

we get there I have to make some general introductory comments about the 

Tabernacle and its meaning and function for Israel and for us.  To get there, 

let’s look again at our lesson and concentrate on the first nine verses.   

 The Lord said to Moses, “Tell the Israelites to bring me an 
offering.  You are to receive the offering for me from each man whose 
heart prompts him to give.”   

 The first order of business was for Moses to ask his people for 

contributions.  Now note this: Those contributions were to be strictly 

voluntary.  There was no obligation imposed on anyone.  There was no 

particular level of giving—no percentage—that was required.  The 

contributions were to be given from the heart.  Now think of this.  These 

people had just months before been slaves.  Nothing they had done for 

Pharaoh was voluntary.  Nothing they had contributed to his coffers was not 

forced.  What a change!  They had been slaves of Pharaoh—now they are to 

be willing servants of the Most High God.  And he would have them 

worship him from willing, thankful hearts.  I read this illustration in a 

sermon by Ligon Duncan, a Presbyterian pastor from Jackson Mississippi 

and thought it apt: 
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 Some of you have taught before, and you’ve had students raise 
that faithful question, “Is this going to be on the test?”  That means 
they do not care anything at all about what you have been teaching 
them.  The only reason they want to know it, is so that they can pass 
your test and get out of your class.  It’s a very disheartening thing.  
And God is saying he wants none of that in the attitude of his people 
when they come into his courts with praise.  He wants none of that 
grudging spirit of disinterest when we come into his courts with 
praise.  Is that your attitude?  “Do we have to keep the Lord’s Day?  
Do we have to worship Sunday morning and Sunday night?  Do I 
really have to give to the church?”  All of these things manifest the 
heart that is not voluntarily overflowing with praise to God for his 
goodness.  And the very first principle which God sets for in the 
section on worship in Exodus 25 is that true worship is willing 
worship.  It is freely offered because of our love for God, our 
thanksgiving for who he is and for what he has done.  And it is our 
business to learn to grow in that kind of willing worship. 

 After speaking of the attitude necessary in giving, the lesson next 

outlines what God would have the people contribute: 

These are the offerings you are to receive from them: gold, 
silver and bronze; blue, purple and scarlet yarn and fine linen; goat 
hair; ram skins dyed red and hides of sea cows; acacia wood; olive oil 
for the light; spices of the anointing oil and for the fragrant incense; 
and onyx stones and other gems to be mounted on the ephod and 
breast piece.   

   
The items listed here fall into five different categories: metals, yarns and 

cloths, animal skins, wood, oil and spices and gems.  In each of the 

categories the items are listed in descending order from the most expensive 

materials to the least.  This reflects the fact that in the Tabernacle the closer 

an object was to the Holy of Holies, the more valuable to material that was 
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used in its construction.  For example, in the inner sanctum of the 

Tabernacle, in the Holy of Holies, you would find the Ark of the Covenant.  

It was made with wood, but it was covered with gold so that only gold was 

visible.  The inner curtain of this inner room was made of the most 

expensive finely-twisted linen while the outer walls of the tent were made of 

animal skins.   

 Now again, these people had recently been slaves.  They had had 

nothing.  God did give them the spoils of Egypt.  He enriched them greatly.  

But by and large, God is asking slaves to express the priority of worship in 

their lives by lavishly giving to the cause.  He does it to remind them and us 

the sometimes uncomfortable truth that what we give reveals what we care 

about—that where our treasure is, there will our heart be also.  There is a 

wonderful example of costly worship in the closing chapter of II Samuel.  A 

plague has come upon Israel because of David’s sin.  It is God’s punishment.  

Some 70,000 people throughout the whole breadth of the land have perished, 

from Dan to Beersheba, from top to bottom.  As the angel of death 

approaches Jerusalem, the Lord relents.  He halts the angel’s progress at the 

threshing floor of Araunah the Jebusite.  David goes to that site in order to 

offer up sacrifices.  When he gets there he offers to buy the threshing floor 
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so he can build an altar.  Araunah doesn’t want David’s money; he offers it 

to him as a gift.   

 Let my lord the king take whatever pleases him and offer it up.  
Here are oxen for the burnt offering and here are threshing sledges 
and ox yokes for the wood.  O king, Araunah gives all this to the 
king…. May the Lord your God accept you. 

David refuses the offer.  “No, I insist on paying you for it.  I will not 

sacrifice to the Lord my God burnt offerings that cost me nothing.” 

 Beloved, worship is meant to be costly.  Sometimes it costs 

financially.  Sometimes it costs in terms of time and commitment.  It always 

costs us in terms of self.  The old self must be crucified.  We must 

continually commit ourselves to the Lord’s will being done and not our own.  

We have to lean how to say, “It’s not about me.  I am not the centre of the 

universe—God is.  It is for his glory, for his praise, for his purposes.  That is 

where the true meaning of life is to be found.”   

 Then have them make a sanctuary for me, and I will dwell 
among them.  Make this tabernacle and all its furnishings exactly like 
the pattern I will show you. 

 Have them make a sanctuary for me.  God is asking his people to 

make him a tent.  Not a palace.  Not a castle.  Not a cathedral.  A tent.  Now 

it will be a lavish tent.  But it will be a tent nevertheless.  Two things need to 
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be said here.  First, this is a picture of God’s condescending grace.  It is a 

picture of God walking through the Garden of Eden calling for his children 

who are afraid and hiding in the bushes.  It is a picture of the Good Shepherd 

who goes out searching for the lamb that is lost, so he might carry it back 

home in his arms.  It is a picture of God stooping low, calling to his children, 

“Come to me, all ye who labour and are heavy laden and I will give you 

rest.”    

But second, we must not think of God being confined within the walls 

of the Tabernacle.  God doesn’t say “Have them make a sanctuary for me 

and I will dwell in it.”  He says, “Make a sanctuary for me and I will dwell 

among them.”  “Among them.”  God is saying, in effect, “Even as the 

Tabernacle will be in your midst, so will I, the sovereign and almighty King 

of heaven and earth, be in your midst.  I want to be before you on your 

journey, that I might make the way clear for you and open up your path to 

the land I have promised.  I want to be behind you when your enemies are 

pursuing, that I might be your protector, your shield and buckler.  I want to 

be beside you in your trouble and in your triumph, to encourage you or to 

humble you—whichever one I know you need.  And while I will be in your 

midst, as symbolized by the Tabernacle, the day will come when, by my 
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Spirit, I will come even closer, and dwell in your hearts and make that my 

Tabernacle and Temple, my eternal abiding place.”   

 Worship is to be voluntary.  It is to be costly.  It is to be focused upon 

the gracious presence of God with us.  To be more specific, it is to be 

focused upon Jesus Christ and when we look at the Tabernacle, that is who 

we will see.  The Tabernacle is a type of Christ.  That is to say, the 

Tabernacle paints a picture of the person and ministry of Christ.  There are 

things about the Tabernacle that unmistakably point us to Jesus.  In the 

prologue of John’s Gospel it says, “The word became flesh and made his 

dwelling among us.”  The word for “dwelling” in the original is tent or 

tabernacle.  It could be translated, “the word became flesh and pitched his 

tent among us,” or “the word became flesh and tabernacled with us.”  The 

wilderness tabernacle anticipated the earthly life and ministry of Jesus.  Let 

me mention a number of ways it does that. 

 First, the Tabernacle (unlike the Temple of Solomon) was a temporary 

appointment.  It was simply a tent, a temporary convenience that was well 

suited to being moved from place to place as the children of Israel journeyed 

through the desert.  In this it was like our Lord when he tabernacled among 

us.  He was with us physically only a short time—some 33 years—and while 
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he was with us he was not long in one place, but moved about constantly in 

order to preach the gospel to lost sinners. 

 Second, the Tabernacle was for use in the wilderness.  After the 

people settled in Canaan, the Tabernacle was superceded by the Temple.  

The desert wilderness foreshadows the conditions in which the Lord would 

dwell with us.  Foxes had their dens and the birds of the air had their nests, 

but the Son of Man had nowhere to lay his head.   

 Third, the Tabernacle was humble and unattractive in outward 

appearance.  It was nothing like the glorious temple that was to come.  So it 

was with the incarnation, when our Lord took upon himself the weakness of 

human flesh.  Isaiah put it this way: 

He grew up before him like a tender shoot, 
and like a root out of dry ground. 

He had no beauty of majesty to attract us to him, 
nothing in his appearance that we should desire him. 

He was despised and rejected by men, 
a man of sorrows and familiar with suffering.   

Like one from whom men hide their faces he was despised 
and we esteemed him not. 

 Fourth, the Tabernacle was the place where God met man.  That was 

why it was also called “the tent of meeting.”  If an Israelite wanted to draw 
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near to Jehovah, he would have to come to the Tabernacle door—the one and 

only door to the Tabernacle—the one and only way of getting in.  In the 

same way Christ is the meeting place of God and man.  No one comes to the 

Father but by him.  He alone is the door. He is the One who bridges the gap 

between God and man because he is himself both fully divine and fully 

human.  And there is this detail too.  The tribe that was encamped at the 

door, on the eastern side of the Tabernacle, was the tribe of Judah.  It was in 

this tribe that our Lord claimed his ancestry.  It was from Judah that the 

Saviour would come—the one who would make a way to the throne of God 

for the people of God. 

Fifth, the Tabernacle was the centre of the Israelite camp.  The twelve 

tribes gathered around it, three tribes on each side.  In the same way Jesus is 

our great gathering centre.  He has promised us that where two or three 

gather in his name, there he is, in the midst of them.  And beloved, there is 

so much more.  The Tabernacle was the place where the law was preserved.  

The Ark of the Covenant contained the unbroken tablets with the Ten 

Commandments.  Jesus is the place where the law is preserved.  He alone 

obeyed the law with his whole heart, loving God in full obedience and 

loving his neighbour as himself.  The Tabernacle was the place where 

sacrifices were made.  In the outer courtyard was the bronze altar where 
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animals were killed and burned—where blood was shed for atonement.  The 

cross was the altar upon which our Lord was slain, the Lamb of God who 

takes away the sin of the world.  The Tabernacle was the place where the 

priestly family was fed.  The priests would eat the unleavened bread that was 

placed on the table in the Holy Place.  Today God’s priestly family—the 

priesthood of all believers—gathers together to feed upon the Lord Jesus, the 

bread of life.  He is the one on whom we feed by faith.  He strengthens and 

nurtures us with his atoning sacrifice.  In detail after detail we find that the 

Tabernacle points to Jesus Christ and foreshadows who he is and what he 

will do.   

 Let me mention the Temple of Solomon, because it too foreshadowed 

the person and work of the Lord, but in a different way.  The Tabernacle 

foreshadowed Christ in his first advent; the temple looks forward to Christ in 

his second advent.  The Tabernacle was used in the wilderness.  This points 

to the humiliation of Christ—of his coming in the weakness of human flesh.  

The Temple was built in Jerusalem, in the city of the great king, as it says in 

Matthew.  This points to the exaltation of Christ, of his ascension to the 

glorious throne at the right hand of God the Father.  The Tabernacle was 

built by Moses the prophet.  It was as a prophet that our Lord first came.  

The Temple was built by King Solomon.  It is as the King of kings and the 
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Lord of lords that Jesus will return.  The Tabernacle was plain on the 

outside, as was mentioned before, but the Temple was renowned for its 

outward glory and beauty.  Again, the Tabernacle teaches the Lord’s earthly 

ministry and the Temple teaches the Lord’s heavenly power and glory. 

 One last thing.  I mentioned earlier that there are two accounts of the 

Tabernacle in the remaining chapters of Exodus.  In the first account we 

have the Tabernacle as described by God to Moses.  It starts with the Holy of 

Holies and moves from the holiest place outward.  Here we see salvation 

being worked out from the divine point of view.  God comes from his holy 

place, from his heavenly realms, into the darkness of this sin sick world in 

order to bring light and life to the perishing.  In the second account we have 

the Tabernacle as it was constructed by men.  They start at the outside and 

they work in.  In this account we see salvation being worked out from the 

human point of view.  We experience salvation in this way.  God comes to us 

as we are and where we are.  He comes to us while we are yet sinners.  And 

he draws us to himself, taking us out of the kingdom of darkness into the 

kingdom of light.  He draws us to himself through Jesus Christ until the day 

comes when we stand before him clothed in the righteousness of Christ, 

having been made like him by his grace.     
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 A couple of months ago we finished the Gospel of Luke.  On the road 

to Emmaus Jesus opened up the hearts and minds of two disciples and 

explained to them where he was to be found in the pages of the Old 

Testament.  No doubt he said, in effect, “The Tabernacle in the wilderness 

speaks of who I am.  It speaks of what I have done.  It speaks of how people 

can come to the Father through me.”  The Tabernacle still teaches those 

same lessons for them that have ears to hear.  In Christ’s name.  AMEN.
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