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In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit; AMEN. 

 In our lesson from last week we found God commanding his people 

thorough Moses to build a tabernacle—a tent of meeting—where his people 

could come and worship him.  And we also found in our study that the way 

in which God commanded this to be done pointed unmistakably to principles 

of worship that God wanted to be embraced by all who would come before 

him.  First of all we found that the worship of God was to be done from 

willing hearts.  The Israelites were forced to serve the tyrant Pharaoh; God 

wanted no such service then and he wants no such service now.  True 

worship must be heart worship.  Second, we found that true worship is 

costly.  It requires giving.  The Israelites had to give of their gold and silver, 

their linens and gems, their oils and spices.  We have to give of our finances 

for the ongoing work of the church too, but we also have to give much more.  

We must so offer ourselves to God that we are able to say from sincere 

hearts, “Thy will, O God, thy will be done, and not mine.”  To worship truly, 

we must decrease and God must increase or, to put it another way, we must 

lose our lives if we are going to find them.  And the third principle of true 

worship is this: it must be Christ centered.  Everything about the wilderness 

Tabernacle has something to teach us about Jesus—about who he is and 
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about what he has done—about his person and about his ministry.  All true 

worship, then, is to be centered on the Lord Jesus Christ.   

 Well, in our lesson tonight the first order of business is the building of 

the Ark of the Covenant.  It is the first order of business for it is the most 

important Tabernacle object of all.  And it is the most important because 

unlike the rest of the furnishings, which speak especially of what Christ will 

do for our salvation, the Ark of the Covenant speaks supremely about who 

Christ is.  It teaches us about the excellencies and beauties of the Lord in and 

of himself.  Before we get to the construction details, let me explain what I 

mean when I speak about the distinction between who Jesus is and what he 

has done and why it is important to first look at who the Lord is in himself—

his attributes and his character—before turning to his work.   

Let me get at it this way.  In our prayer life we often lift up our hearts 

to the Lord to give him thanks for the salvation he has given us so freely.  In 

this way we thank him for what he has done.  In a like manner we lift up our 

hearts to ask for his provision, trusting that the Lord who has been so 

gracious to us in the past will continue to be gracious, for he is faithful to his 

promises and he knows what is best for us.  And even if he sends trials and 

 3



tribulations upon us, we confess that these burdens are for our ultimate 

blessing and so we receive them from his hand with thanksgiving and praise.   

Now there is absolutely nothing wrong with these sorts of prayers.  

They are as natural to the believer as is breathing.  How can we not give 

thanks?  How can we neglect so great a salvation?  But beloved, there are 

times when we neglect to pray for something even more wonderful than 

what the Lord has done; we neglect to focus our prayers on who the Lord is.  

I would submit that the first order of prayer is to concentrate on who the 

Lord is in and of himself—to ponder in awe and wonder his attributes—his 

holiness, his righteousness, his wisdom, his compassion, his grace, his 

faithfulness, his love, his glory.  Look at who the Lord is first—and then 

after you have done that, look at what he has done, for that is the biblical 

pattern.   

Let me give you a couple of examples of what I mean.  John the 

Baptist exhorts his listeners this way: “Behold the Lamb of God” (the person 

of Christ) “who takes away the sin of the world” (the work of Christ).  The 

Apostle Paul says to the people of Corinth in his First Letter, “I determined 

not to know anything among you save Jesus Christ” (his person) “and him 

crucified” (his work).  John, in the Book of Revelation has a vision.  He 
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writes, “I beheld… and in the midst of the elders stood a Lamb” (his person) 

“as it has been slain” (his work).  In the evangelical church today the focus, 

when it is upon Christ, tends to be upon his work rather than his person.  

Again, I want to stress that I am not complaining.  He works must be 

praised.  But I am saying that if that is what we principally look at, we are 

impoverishing ourselves.  Think of the hymn by Carrie Breck.   

Face to face with Christ my Saviour, 
Face to face—what will it be— 

When with rapture I behold him, 
Jesus Christ who died for me. 

Face to face I shall behold him, 
Far beyond the starry sky; 

Face to face in all his glory, 
I shall see him by and by! 

For an antidote to this one-sided view of Christ that focuses upon his works 

alone, let me make a suggestion.  Spend time in the Song of Songs which is 

an allegory of the love of Christ for his church.  It will cause your love and 

passion for Christ to flare up. 

Let’s turn to our lesson. 

 Have them make a chest of acacia wood—two and a half cubits 
long, a cubit and a half wide, and a cubit and a half high.  Overlay it 
with pure gold, both inside and out, and make a gold molding around 
it.  Cast four gold rings for it and fasten them to its four feet, with two 
rings on one side and two rings on the other.  Make poles of acacia 

 5



wood and overlay them with gold.  Insert the poles into the rings on 
the sides of the chest to carry it.  The poles are to remain in the rings 
of this ark; they are not to be removed.  Then put in the ark the 
Testimony which I will give you. 

The ark of Noah was a picture of Christ.  All who were in that ark—all who 

were in Christ—were saved.  The ark that carried Moses down the Nile to be 

found among the bulrushes was a picture of Christ.  It was in Christ that 

Moses was rescued that he might serve his Lord.  And what was true of 

those first two arks is true of the third.  It is a picture of Jesus.  Let’s look at 

some of the details. 

 First of all, the ark is made out of two materials, wood and gold.  This 

points to the two natures of Christ, the gold pointing to his divine nature and 

the wood to his human nature.  The wood used for the ark was acacia.  Now 

there are some interesting things about this particular tree we should know.  

The acacia tree was the only tree of any size found in the desert.  It was a 

tree that was covered with long, sharp thorns.  It was also a tree with 

medicinal purposes.  The bark of the tree would be cut at nightfall; in the 

morning a medicinal gum would have bled out.  It would be collected for use 

in poultices and ointments.  Finally, it was a wood that was extremely tough 

and durable—so much so that when the Bible was first translated into Greek, 
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rather than called “acacia” it was translated simply as the “incorruptible 

wood.”   

Now I don’t want to be dogmatic about these things, nor do I want to 

make too much of them.  Let me say this.  We have a wood that grows, as 

Isaiah would say about the Messiah, “like a root out of dry ground.”  It has 

thorns like the crown our Lord Jesus wore.  In it there is a balm to make the 

sin-sick whole.  And it had a reputation for being so durable as to be 

incorruptible, even as our Lord’s body was not suffered to see decay, for in 

him was no sin.  Is it mere coincidence that all these elements are evocative 

of Christ?   

And all of this wood was covered with gold.  The gold speaks of the 

divine nature of Christ.  You can think of it this way.  The rich gold covering 

provides a fitting way to teach about the Christ whose divine nature is 

described in Colossians in this way: 

He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all 
creation.  For by him all things were created: things in heaven and on 
earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or 
authorities; all things were created by him and for him.  He is before 
all things, and in him all things hold together.  And he is the head of 
the body, the church; he is the beginning and the firstborn from among 
the dead, so that in everything he might have the supremacy.  For God 
was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him, and through him to 
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reconcile to himself all things, whether things of earth or things in 
heaven, by making peace through his blood, shed on the cross.   

 First, to teach of the human and divine natures of the person of Christ, 

the Ark was made of wood, covered with gold.  Second, it had four gold 

encased rings attached to the four “feet” of the Ark.  These rings were made 

to hold the poles by which the Ark was to be moved.  Poles made of acacia 

wood covered with gold were slid into the rings and they remained there 

permanently.  This detail points to the utter holiness of Christ.  The Ark, you 

see, was holy; it was so holy it was never to be touched.  It was only to be 

moved by using the poles.   

There is a story about that found in II Samuel 6.  King David was 

determined to bring the Ark of the Covenant to Jerusalem.  He ordered it 

done.  The Ark, instead of being carried by its poles, was set upon a new cart 

and the journey began.  (They used a new cart in order to honour God.  They 

had forgotten that the only way to honour God is to do it God’s way—

through obedience to his commands.)  On their way home, the oxen 

stumbled.  It looked like the Ark was going to topple over and fall on the 

ground.  A man named Uzzah, a Levite, reached out and steadied the Ark so 

that it wouldn’t fall into the road and get dirty.  The Bible says this: “The 
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Lord’s anger burned against Uzzah because of his irreverent act; therefore 

God struck him down and he died there beside the Ark of God.”  They had 

been commanded never to touch the Ark.  They had been warned of what 

would happen if they disobeyed.  They went ahead and did it anyway.  And 

they found out to their sorrow that the Lord God is indeed a holy God who 

must be obeyed.  He is not to be trifled with.  He is not to be made of no 

account.  We are to hearken to him and to obey and woe to us if we do not.   

 Beloved, the holiness of the Lord Jesus should make us tremble when 

we consider the ways in which so many make light of him.  His name is 

constantly being blasphemed by people who do not give it a first thought, 

never mind a second thought.  His name is blasphemed in the streets.  It is 

blasphemed in television and movies.  It is blasphemed in newspapers and 

on radio.  His person is more and more held in contempt.  Books filled with 

lies about him now make the best selling lists, books like The DaVinci Code 

and The Pagan Christ.  Televisions shows teach that he married Mary 

Magdalene, had children with her and has direct descendants who live in 

France.  His ways are disparaged by those who call good evil and evil good.  

Government officials who are ordained at God’s command to rule according 

to his will attack the divine institution of marriage and foster abortion and 

euthanasia and think they will never be called to account.  Beloved, our Lord 
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is patient and kind.  He is longsuffering and tender.  But he is also holy and 

his holiness and righteousness confirm to us that his day of vengeance will 

inevitably come.  His wrath will be meted out.  His name will be vindicated.  

And every knee will bow and every tongue confess that he is Lord, to the 

glory of God the Father.   

 The Ark was made of two materials, to teach us of the two natures of 

Christ.  It was to be carried on gold-covered poles, to teach us of the holiness 

of the Lord.  And third, it carried within it the “Testimony” that God had 

given to Moses.  The Testimony refers to the two tablets on which God 

himself had written the Ten Commandments.  Now the Lord had on two 

separate occasions given tables of stone to Moses.  The first ones Moses 

broke.  He dashed them to the ground when, on coming back down the 

mountain after his encounter with god he saw his people singing and 

dancing around a golden calf.  We will look at this more closely when we 

come to Exodus 32.  In the meantime let me simply quote the relevant 

passage of that chapter:  

When Moses approached the camp and saw the calf and the 
dancing, his anger burned and he threw the tablets out of his hands, 
breaking them to pieces at the foot of the mountain. 

It is clear that man, sinful by nature, cannot keep the Law of God.  He is a 

born law-breaker.  That is what Moses’ breaking of the tablets signifies.  But 
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God could not be thwarted by man’s sin, as terrible as it was.  And so God 

inscribed a second set of stone tablets.  This second set, which was not 

broken, was placed into the Ark.  These unbroken tablets of the law are 

symbolic of the way that the Lord Jesus kept the law of God in his heart, in 

his thoughts and in his actions.  He kept it perfectly, fulfilling it to the letter 

so that no one could accuse him of sin.  He loved God the Father with 

everything he had.  He loved his neighbour as himself.  There is a verse in 

Psalm 40 that speaks of this.  It is a messianic psalm of David in which the 

earthly king writes of the words of the coming King.  “Here I am, I have 

come—it is written about me in the scroll.  I desire to do your will, O my 

God; you law is within my heart.”  You law is within my heart, even as the 

Law tablets were within the Ark. 

 Now there were other things in the Ark of the Covenant as well, 

though they are not mentioned in our lesson.  Let me touch on them briefly 

in closing.  We find details about them if we turn to Hebrews 9: 

 Behind the second curtain was a room called the Most Holy 
Place, which had the golden altar of incense and the gold-covered Ark 
of the Covenant.  This ark contained the gold jar of manna, Aaron’s 
staff that had budded and the stone tablets of the covenant. 

These two other items point to the provision Christ has made for his people 

as they journeyed from Egypt to the Promised Land.  Manna was the 

miraculous food that God gave to Israel each day of their desert sojourn.  It 
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would come each morning.  The people would gather up enough for the day.  

They couldn’t collect more than that, for if they did it would rot.  It was only 

on Friday, the day before the Sabbath, they could gather up a two day’s 

supply. God arranged matters this way so they would not have to work on 

the Sabbath.  And he arranged it this way to teach his people that they had to 

learn how to rely upon God’s faithfulness daily.  Their lives were to be 

marked by a constant trust and walk with the Lord.   

This manna was a foreshadowing of Christ, the bread of life.  We are 

to learn that we do not live by earthly bread alone, but by every word that 

proceeds from the mouth of the Father.  We are to learn to ask daily for our 

daily bread.  We are to learn how to feast upon Christ spiritually, through 

faith.  The manna in the Ark points to all these things.   

 The last thing found in the Ark was the rod of Aaron—the rod that 

budded.  The story is told in Numbers 16 and 17.  A revolt was instigated 

against Moses and Aaron by Korah.  Korah was jealous because of the 

authority God had delegated to his two servants.  I won’t go into details 

except to say God took care of things by having the ground swallow up 

Korah, his co-conspirators, their families and everything they owned.  He 
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then sent a plague among his rebellious people, for they had grumbled and 

complained and had supported the late rebellion.   

Well, when we come to the next chapter we find God confirming his 

choice of Aaron and Moses as the leaders and priests of his people.  He does 

it in a supernatural way as a sign to his people.  He has Moses get a staff 

from each of the 12 tribal leaders.  They each write their names on the staffs 

to identify them.  Then Moses places all the staffs “before the Lord in the 

Tent of the Testimony”.  That is, he places them all before the Ark.  The next 

day, when Moses returned, Aaron’s staff had budded, blossomed and 

produced almonds.  The dead rod was brought to life.  It blossomed.  It 

brought forth fruit.     

Put it together.  Moses enters the Tabernacle and sees the evidence of 

God’s resurrection power, for the staff, which had been dead, was brought to 

life.  Moses then brings out the rod and shows it to the people.  We have a 

picture here of the disciples going to the tomb.  They enter.  The Lord is not 

there; he is risen.  And, as Paul tells us, his resurrection is then established 

before many witnesses—not only the apostles but as many as 500 people at a 

single time.  Beloved, it is all about Jesus.  It’s not about Moses or Aaron or 

Peter or John or you and me.  It is about the Lord—and the honour, glory, 
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worship, blessing and praise he is due.  Let us commit ourselves to gaze 

upon the Lord and his beauty that we might offer to him all that belongs to 

him.  In Christ’s name.  AMEN. 
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