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In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit; AMEN. 

  

Today we come to the last petition of the Lord’s Prayer, “Lead us not 

into temptation.  Before we get to it, let me put things in context.  Last week 

we took a look at forgiveness, what it really means to ask for it and how 

costly it is for our Saviour to bestow.  We found that for our forgiveness, 

Jesus must be condemned.  For our washing, he must be rendered unclean.  

For our relief, he must be made to suffer.  This week we find that sin is not 

only a debt that must be paid in full if we are to be forgiven, it is a power 

that must be fought.  Fought tooth and nail.  We must not ask only to be 

delivered from the guilt of sin; we must pray for deliverance from the power 

of sin.  One biblical commentator put it this way:  

When sins are forgiven we are not finished yet, and the dangers 
have not yet passed.  On the contrary, dangers threaten from all sides, 
temptations sneak up on us.  Sin lies at the door, and we are least of 
all inclined to keep that door hermetically sealed. 

 Now it is true that when a person is converted, the power of sin over 

his life is broken.  He is no longer a slave to sin, no longer in its thrall.  The 

chains that bound him to sin are snapped and cords of a much different sort 

anchor him to Christ.  John writes these words in his First Letter: 



 No one who is born of God will continue to sin, because God’s 
seed remains in him; he cannot go on sinning, because he has been 
born of God.   

Now we know all to well that this does not mean that a born-again believer 

cannot sin.  We each know that through our own bitter experience.  A born- 

again believer will sin every day of his life and make his debt to Christ’s 

grace all the greater.  But that is not what John is saying.  He is making the 

point that a redeemed person cannot rest contentedly in his sins as he did 

before the Spirit came into his heart.  He cannot continue to sin cheerfully.  

He cannot be happy in sin because he knows that sin breaks fellowship with 

God and communion with God is what the believer wants most in the world.  

And so he is determined to do battle against sin every day.  His attitude will 

be that of the Apostle Paul in Romans 7, who looks at his life and finds it 

wanting: 

 So I find this law at work: When I want to do good, evil is right 
there with me.  For in my inner being I delight in God’s law; but I see 
another law at work in the members of my body, waging war against 
the law of my mind and making me a prisoner of the law of sin at 
work within my members.  What a wretched man I am!  Who will 
rescue me from this body of death?  Thanks be to God--through Jesus 
Christ our Lord! 

There is a fundamentally new reality for the person who has been born of 

God.  There is a new inner delight in the things of God.  His heart inclines 

inwardly to the things of God.  But the presence of sin is still very near and 

very real and very distressing. 



 With conversion, then, sin does not vanish; nor does Satan stops his 

attacks.  And while the ultimate power of sin is broken, it still does a great 

deal of damage.  Someone once explained it this way.  He said, in effect, that 

while through conversion the back of Satan’s army is broken and he has lost 

his main battle tanks and air support, nevertheless he continues to wage 

guerrilla warfare.  Terrorist campaigns.  Like the Japanese soldiers on 

isolated South Sea islands who continued to fight long after the Second War 

ended because they hadn’t heard of the surrender, Satan hasn’t figured out he 

has already lost.  And so the ravages of sin still defile and he still does 

damage.   

 The battle we are in has three different fronts.  We have three sworn 

enemies.  They are the world, the flesh and the devil and, as our catechism 

teaches us, they “ceaselessly assail.”  The devil is the first and the oldest 

enemy.  I read these words last week: 

 His weapons are violence and cunning.  When it does not work 
by violence, he uses cunning.  When the first Christian congregation 
cannot be exterminated by persecution, he tries to break her inner 
strength by the appearance of Ananias and Sapphira.  In Daniel’s day 
it was not only the lions’ den that threatened, but much greater was the 
temptation from the food of the king’s table.  There, in the chambers 
of the palace, the devil goes around as a roaring lion in order to 
devour the young men and that invisible lion is much more dangerous 



than all of the lions in the lions’ den put together.  He is more subtle 
than any beast of the field.  No one has ever seen him, yet he is there.   

The devil is cunning indeed.  He does not attack frontally, but subtly.  He 

dresses up sin in garments of light.  He does not come out with a flat denial 

of the truth of God’s Word.  That would be too obvious.  Instead, he plants 

tiny seeds of doubt and lets them slowly eat away belief like acid.  “Did God 

really say you couldn’t eat of the tree in the middle of the Garden?” is his 

question.   

Beloved, there is a road that leads to heaven and a road that leads to 

hell.  There are signposts on this road.  But the signs don’t say, “Heaven this 

way” and “Hell that way.”  Both roads have signs that say, “This is the way 

to heaven.”  The devil’s signpost said, “You will not surely die.  You will be 

like God.”  The devil is a liar and the father of lies. 

 The second enemy is the world.  Now we need to be careful here so 

we understand what is meant.  The word “world” here does not mean the 

world of creation, the world God loves so much that he sent his Son to die 

for her.  There is much in the world that obeys God and delights in him.  The 

heavens declare his glory and day and night speak of the wonders of God in 

a language that can be understood by all.  God is pleased with the sun and 



moon that constantly do his bidding.  But that is not what we are talking 

about here.  In this case the world means “the world at enmity with God.”  It 

is the realm where Satan is prince.  It is the world that hates Christ and all 

who belong to him.  It’s the place where people confess, “Blessed are the 

proud, the bold, the ruthless and those who grab as much as they can as often 

as they can.”  “Blessed are those who love self and are blind to others.”  

That is the world that the Christian is not to conform to because it is the 

world that delights in sin.  That is the place the Christian has left behind and 

that the Christian has to constantly battle lest he turn and look back and 

prove himself unworthy of the kingdom. 

 The third enemy is the flesh.  The “flesh” refers to the old man who 

was done away with when we were given new hearts.  Like the devil, 

however, the flesh has not yet admitted its defeat.  It still battles against our 

renewed nature.  And when we say the flesh we ought not to fall into the 

mistake of thinking that only lust is involved.  It’s much bigger than that.  

The flesh expresses itself in egoism, pride and self-exaltation.  The flesh 

would have us live for self instead of live for God in every aspect of our 

lives, at home or work or school or church.  The flesh is that part of our 

fallen nature that says constantly and insistently, “Me first.  Me, me, me.”  I 

have a new date book.  Les Boyd gave it to me.  It has an engraved motto on 



the front.  It says, “It’s not about me.”  That is a motto well worth 

remembering. 

 Those are our enemies, and they are formidable ones.  They are much 

more formidable than we are.  In our catechism it says that we “are so weak 

that we cannot stand by ourselves for one moment.”  Think that’s an 

exaggeration?  Let’s look at some Christians who were much better disciples 

than we could ever be.  Think of Peter.  He made a career out of trying to 

battle in the strength of his own flesh.  He walked on water, impetuously 

throwing himself out of the boat to run to Jesus.  But he all too soon looked 

away from the Lord and began to sink.  When Jesus told Peter that he must 

go to Jerusalem and suffer many things and be killed, Peter rebuked his 

Master.  It wasn’t his idea of how a Messiah should act.  Jesus had to reply, 

“Get thee behind me, Satan.”  On the night he was betrayed, Peter told Jesus 

he would never deny his Lord.  In the end Peter didn’t have the strength 

either to stay up and watch as Jesus prayed or to stand up to a servant girl 

when asked about his connection to Jesus.  Think of it.  In that courtyard of 

betrayal he wasn’t confronted by a soldier or a mob.  He was confronted by 

a little girl.  Scared, he denied on oath that he even knew Jesus.  And as for 

his attempt to protect Jesus with the sword, all Peter was able to do was to 

cut off the ear of the high priest’s servant.  It was pathetic.   



 Or consider the Apostle Paul.  When he did things in his own strength 

he ended up persecuting the church.  And after his conversion, all of the 

things he had considered precious, all of the things he had gotten by his 

striving after the flesh, he considered as garbage.  If it is true of Peter and 

Paul, it is surely true of you and me.  Our old friend Martin Luther got it 

right in his great hymn.   

Did we in our own strength confide, 
Our striving would be losing,  

Were not the right man on our side, 
The man of God’s own choosing. 

Dost ask who that may be? 
Christ Jesus it is He. 

Lord Sabaoth [the Lord of hosts] His name, 
From age to age the same, 

And He must win the battle. 

  So, if our enemies are formidable and we are weak, what are we to 

do?  We are to pray God that we might be led not into temptation but 

delivered from evil.  That is, we are to pray, Lord God, “Please preserve and 

strengthen us through the power of the Holy Spirit so that we may stand firm 

against [our enemies] and not be defeated in this spiritual warfare, until at 

last we obtain complete victory.”  And beloved, when you pray this prayer 

you need to do so with confidence and good cheer.  You see, it is not only 

the case that in the world, the flesh and the devil we have powerful enemies; 



it is also the case that in God we have an even more powerful friend.  God is 

Almighty.  He is the Lord of hosts.  And as for our enemies, they have no 

independent power.  They cannot go one step further than God allows.  

Listen to these words: 

 That is why, with [the Lord’s Prayer], we stand so tremendously 
strong, for in our weakness we call upon him who keeps that whole 
awful world of evil in check and sets its limits beyond which it cannot 
go.  We stand even stronger because this petition is wholly in harmony 
with God’s will.  We pray, after all, to be saved from sin which we 
fear, and there is nothing that God Himself hates more than sin.  He 
wills that we do not sin and does not will that we be surprised by evil.  
That is why our prayer rises to him who has all things in his hand and 
knows all things: our weakness and the power of temptation.  He 
knows exactly what we can stand. 
 Thus we can boldly pray, “Lead us not into temptation but 
deliver us from [evil]”, that is, “Spare us, O God, from temptations 
becoming too strong for us.  Be Thou our eyes that we may recognize 
temptations, no matter in what appealing form they may appear.  Be 
thou our hands and feet so that we may act and go in those ways 
which lead to the way eternal, and that we may be delivered from sin 
which displeases Thee and ruins us.”  And because God is almighty 
and the power of the Evil One is subject to him, he is in essence 
powerless, and we live in the certainty that nothing can separate us 
from the love of God.   

  

Let me make a few more points in closing.  The first has to do with 

our attitude as we engage in spiritual warfare.  We are called by God to hate 

sin.  There is to be a tremendous enmity between us and sin.  Think back to 

the curse God pronounced on the serpent in the Garden of Eden.  “And I will 

put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and 



hers.”  We are not to try to live at peace with the world, the flesh or the 

devil, because there is no peace in them.  We are to have no truce with sin.  

We are to offer no quarter.  Sin is not to be trifled with; it is to be put down.  

If you make a non-aggression pact with the world, the flesh or the devil you 

are in deep spiritual peril.  God’s Word is, “Woe to those who say ‘Peace!’ 

when there is no peace.”  And just because the outcome of the battle is not in 

doubt does not mean that we are not to fight sin with all our heart; the final 

outcome should encourage us to continue the battle with renewed vigor.   

 The second thing to point out has to do with some of the spiritual 

weapons at our disposal.  The first is prayer, but real prayer.  Sincere prayer.  

Augustine, while he was under conviction but before he was converted 

trifled with prayer.  He was a libertine.  Soaked in the flesh.  His prayer was, 

“Lord, make me chaste, but not yet.”  That prayer is, of course, no prayer at 

all.  Our prayers must be coupled with a commitment to live out the truth 

that God has revealed.     

 Second, we have the Word of God in Scripture.  That’s how Jesus 

chased the devil away as he was being tempted in the wilderness.  He knew 

the Word.  Now Jesus knew the Word of God because he wrote it; we need 

to become steeped in it through reading and study.  Live by the Word of God 

and prayer, and the devil will not hang around and the world will not seem 



nearly so alluring and the old man, the old nature, will not trouble so 

mightily.  Luther said that when Christians pray and sing psalms the devil 

flees, so pray and sing psalms and read your Bibles.   

 We also need to remember this.  When we pray, we pray “Lead us not 

into temptation; deliver us from evil.  We are to remember to intercede for 

others and to be bolstered by the intercessions others lift up for us.  We do 

not fight alone; we fight with God and with the company of saints that is the 

church.  Don’t forget to let that fact bring your heart a full measure of 

confidence and good cheer.  We are to be warriors, but cheerful warriors. 

 Let me close with how we close our Lord’s Prayer.  We say “Amen.”  

Amen means, “This shall truly and certainly be.”  Here’s how one man 

described his praying this prayer.   

 My prayer began perhaps in great anxiety and intense feeling, 
but the more I became conscious of the fact that I was speaking with 
my Father in heaven, the more my soul became quiet within me....  
And when I have come to the close and said, “Amen,” then I know my 
prayer is answered.  Perhaps I do not see the answer yet.  Who knows 
how long I must wait before the answer becomes tangible for me.  
Possibly that answer will come in an altogether different way than I 
imagined.  But this I know for sure: My prayer is answered.  If I did 
not know that I would not have said “Amen,” but now I may do that 
because I know God as the True and Faithful One. 



Father, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come.  Give us each day our 

daily bread.  Forgive us our sins, for we also forgive everyone who sins 

against us.  And lead us not into temptation.  In Christ’s name.  AMEN. 


