
Faith Reformed Church 
Stevensville, Ontario 
July 3, 2005 
Evening Service 

Text: Exodus 25:23-40 
Sermon: Tabernacle Furnishings 



In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit; AMEN. 

 Over the course of the past couple of weeks we have been looking at 

the Tabernacle that God commanded Moses to build.  In our study we 

uncovered principles of worship that apply not only to the ancient Hebrews 

but to us as well.  Let me mention three.  Our worship is not to be forced or 

grudging but is to be glad and free, from hearts longing to come into God’s 

presence to offer him praise and thanksgiving.  Our worship is to be costly—

but not simply in financial matters.  True worship costs us everything.  We 

offer up our wills to God, asking that his will be done in our lives.  We offer 

up our old nature, asking God to crucify it that we might receive a new 

nature.  We offer up all our righteousness, all our goodness, all our good 

works, confessing these things to be nothing but filthy rags, so that the 

righteousness and goodness that are perfect in Christ might be given to us by 

grace.  And third we found that all worship is to be centered on the Christ, 

the promised Messiah of God who has now come and will come again.  He 

alone is both true God and true and perfect man.  He alone is the Redeemer, 

the Saviour, the Lord of lords and the King of kings.  He alone is worthy of 

all worship, adoration and praise. 
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 Now in order to reinforce those principles of worship, God 

commanded the Tabernacle to be furnished with particular items.  Last week 

we took a look at the Ark of the Covenant.  It was the holiest object of all.  It 

was found in the centre of the Tabernacle, in the Holy of Holies—an inner 

sanctuary curtained off from the rest of the Tabernacle—and such was its 

holiness that only the high priest could enter into this chamber and that only 

once a year after making an extensive series of ceremonial washings to make 

himself ritually pure.  This Ark painted a picture of Jesus Christ.  It was 

made of wood to speak of his human nature; it was covered in gold to speak 

of his divine nature.  It was never to be touched, but to be carried by poles 

permanently affixed to its corners in order to teach that our Lord is a holy 

Lord and not to be taken lightly or frivolously.  And it contained the Ten 

Commandments—the unbroken tablets that God himself had chiseled in 

stone with his own fingers—in order to proclaim that Jesus, the perfect man, 

would do what no other man could do—he would keep the law perfectly in 

his heart, loving the Father with all his heart, soul, mind and strength and his 

neighbour as himself.  And, finally, we saw that it was here, in the Holy of 

Holies, at the Ark, and, more specifically, above the mercy seat, the lid of the 

Ark, that God would meet with his people.   

Beloved, if you would meet with God and not be judged for your sins, 

you must be covered with the blood of Jesus Christ.  That is to say, you must 
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trust by true and saving faith, that the blood of Christ, shed at Calvary, has 

been shed for you and for you personally.  It is not enough to know that 

Jesus was the perfect God-man.  It is not enough to know that he was 

crucified and that he rose again on the third day.  You must believe and trust 

that he did these things for you and that his life is now lived in you.  Our old 

friend Martin Luther described a time when the devil came to him, accusing 

him of sins dark and vile.  Luther answered this way.  He said, “Devil, you 

are knocking at the wrong door.  Martin Luther no longer lives here, but 

Christ.  Go away.”  And so the devil fled. 

Well tonight in our lesson we move from the Holy of Holies to the 

Holy Place and we are going to take a look at the furnishings in this inner 

chamber.  Before we do, let me make a few short comments.  The Tabernacle 

itself was basically a walled enclosure—the walls being made of cloth and 

hides—some 150 feet long and 75 feet wide.  It was, for the most part, 

uncovered.  Most of its space was taken up with an open courtyard.  On the 

west side of the enclosure, however, was a covered tent.  This tent was 45 

feet long and 15 feet wide.  The tent was divided into two sections.  The first 

section, the section you would enter from the courtyard, was called the Holy 

Place.  The second, inner section was called the Holy of Holies.  While the 
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high priest only entered the Holy of Holies, and that only once a year, the 

Levites served in the Holy Place daily.   

But that they served there daily does not mean in any way that their 

service was commonplace.  If you remember back to our study of the Gospel 

of Luke, in the first chapter we ran into John the Baptist’s father.  He was a 

Levite—a priest named Zechariah.  And when we met him he was serving in 

the Holy Place of the Temple.  This corresponded to the Holy Place in the 

Tabernacle.  What struck us about Zechariah’s service at the time was the 

infrequency with which this privilege was bestowed.  It was a once in a 

lifetime opportunity that Zechariah was enjoying that day and it was a 

privilege only afforded to those of the priestly class.  The Holy Place was 

not as holy as the Holy of Holies—but it was nevertheless very holy indeed.  

It was holy because it was here that lessons about Israel’s communion with 

God were taught.  To get at that, let’s look at the way the Holy Place was 

furnished.  Let’s turn to our lesson. 

Make a table of acacia wood—two cubits long, a cubit wide and 
a cubit and a half high.  Overlay it with pure gold and make a gold 
molding around it.  Also make around it a rim a handbreadth wide and 
put a gold molding on the rim.  Make four gold rings for the table and 
fasten them to the four corners, where the four legs are.  The rings are 
to be close to the rim to hold the poles used in carrying the table.  
Make the poles of acacia wood, overlay them with gold, and carry the 
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table with them.  And make its plates and dishes of pure gold, as well 
as its pitchers and bowls for the pouring out of offerings.  Put the 
bread of the Presence on this table to be before me at all times.  

God’s commands for the building of the table are very similar to those he 

gave for the building of the Ark.  Both are made out of acacia wood overlaid 

with pure gold.  Both have a gold molding or border around them.  The 

table, however, has a second molding—about a handbreadth wide—that 

went around the top of the table like a rim.  This would keep anything from 

falling off the table.   

 And like the Ark of the Covenant, this table was also meant to be 

carried by poles that would be inserted through rings fastened at the four 

corners.  There was one major difference, though.  While the poles were 

made of acacia and were to be covered with gold, just like the poles for the 

Ark, they were not to be permanently set into the rings.  They were only to 

be inserted when the time comes for the table to be moved.  The table was 

also something the Levites were able to touch without being struck down 

dead.  The table was holy, then, but it did not have the same level of holiness 

as did the Ark.   

 There are four different items listed for use in the religious ceremonies 

that will take place at the table: plates, dishes, pitchers and bowls.  We don’t 

know the precise purpose or the exact details of these utensils.  The word 
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used here for plates is only used in the Old Testament to refer to sacred 

vessels for dedicating gifts.  It is never used of common, household plates.  

The word for dishes is derived from the word meaning “palm of the hand” or 

“sole of the foot.”  It probably has something to do with the flat shape of the 

vessel.  And again, this word for dish is only used in connection with 

religious observances.  That also holds true for the pitchers and bowls 

mentioned.  All are used in religious contexts only—the same way we would 

use the word chalice, for example.   

 Now on top of the table the priests were to put “the bread of the 

Presence,” or, as it is also called, the shewbread.  We know from Leviticus 

24 that twelve large, baked loaves were used.  They were put on the table in 

two rows of six.  Frankincense was then put on each row, presumably held in 

one of the plates or dishes.  Each Sabbath the loaves were replaced and each 

Sabbath the priests would eat the old loaves within the grounds of the 

sanctuary.  Now the question for us is, what does this all mean?  What is 

God teaching us here about who he is and what he has done?   Let me make 

a few suggestions. 

 First of all, the table is a place of fellowship.  The Tabernacle was also 

called the Tent of Meeting.  We heard last week that God meets with his 
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people above the Ark in the Holy of Holies.  We will find today that he also 

meets them around the table of fellowship.  Think about the many tables we 

find in Scripture.  The table for the Passover meal.  The table at the home of 

Simon the Pharisee, where Jesus fellowshipped with a sinful woman who 

poured a jar of ointment on his feet.  The table at the home of Zacchaeus, the 

tax collector, where Jesus invited himself in and where Zacchaeus promised 

a fourfold restitution of all he had stolen.   

There is a lovely picture of table fellowship found in II Samuel 9.  

David is king over all Israel.  Saul has died, as has his son Jonathan, David’s 

closest friend.  David had promised Jonathan that he would bless his family 

whenever he could and, remembering his covenant with his friend he sought 

out the remaining members of the family to bless them.  There was one—a 

son of Jonathan—named Mephibosheth.  Now Mephibosheth was lame.  He 

could not walk.  David summoned him.  The Bible records it this way. 

 When Mephibosheth son of Jonathan, the son of Saul, came to  
David, he bowed down to pay him honour. 
 David said, “Mephibosheth!” 
 “Your servant,” he replied. 
 “Don’t be afraid,” David said to him, “for I will show you 
kindness for the sake of your father Jonathan.  I will restore to you all 
the land that belonged to your grandfather Saul, and you will always 
eat at my table.” 

Mephibosheth bowed down and said, “What is your servant, 
that you should notice a dead dog like me?” 

 8



 Then the king summoned Ziba, Saul’s servant, and said to him, 
“I have given your master’s grandson everything that belonged to Saul 
and his family.  You and your sons and your servants are to farm the 
land for him and bring in the crops, so that your master’s grandson 
may be provided for.  And Mephibosheth, grandson of your master, 
will always eat at my table. 

A place of fellowship.  At least it is supposed to be.  Sometimes the 

fellowship of the table is non-existent.  Think of the rich man and Lazarus; 

Lazarus longed to eat the scraps that fell off the rich man’s table, but he was 

not allowed to.  How different this is from the Table of the Lord.  The table 

is a place of blessing.  A place of nourishment and nurture.  A place of grace.  

And the bread of the Presence teaches us that Jesus himself is the bread of 

eternal life.   

Beloved, the table sets forth God’s feast of love for his saints—and 

the feast of his love is found in Jesus Christ.  He is our true bread.  He is our 

sustenance, our portion and the strength of our hearts (Ps. 73:26).  These are 

the words of Jesus found in John 6. 

For the bread of God is he who comes down from heaven and 
gives life to the world.   

I am the bread of life.  He who comes to me will never go 
hungry, and he who believes in me will never be thirsty. 

I am the bread that came down from heaven. 

I am the bread of life. 
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I am the living bread that came down from heaven.  If anyone 
eats of this bread, he will live forever.  This bread is my flesh, which I 
will give for the life of the world. 

The table in the Holy Place points to the table fellowship believers have as 

they gather together to eat and drink with Jesus, feasting upon him through 

faith and nourishing their souls with his promises of forgiveness and 

everlasting life. 

 Now, if the table points to Jesus, the bread of the world, the 

lampstand, or menorah, points to Jesus, the light of the world.   

 Make a lampstand of pure gold and hammer it out, base and 
shaft; its flowerlike cups, buds and blossoms shall be of one piece 
with it.  Six branches are to extend from the sides of the lampstand—
three on one side and three on the other.  Three cups shaped like 
almond flowers with buds and blossoms are to be on one branch, three 
on the next branch, and the same for all six branches extending from 
the lampstand.  And on the lampstand there are to be four cups shaped 
like almond flowers with buds and blossoms.  One bud shall be under 
the first pair of branches extending from the lampstand, a second bud 
under the second pair, and a third bud under the third pair—six 
branches in all.  The buds and branches shall all be of one piece with 
the lampstand, hammered out of pure gold.            

This is a detailed description, though many of the design features are 

omitted.  For example, we don’t know how big the lampstand was to be and 

so we cannot reproduce it exactly.  We do know, however, that for the 

lampstand, the wick trimmers and trays a talent of gold was to be used—that 

is seventy-five pounds worth.   
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 Now the golden lampstand with its seven lights is highly symbolic.  

The number seven is, in the Bible, the number that signifies completion and 

perfection and so the menorah points to the perfect light that shines on the 

covenant community.  We thought of tables before; now let’s think of light.  

In Numbers 6 God gives Moses this blessing to give to Aaron: “The Lord 

bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face to shine upon you and be 

gracious unto you; the Lord lift up the light of his countenance and give you 

peace.”  Echoing these words, in Psalm 4 David prays, “Let the light of your 

face shine upon us, O Lord.”  And how about these verses: 

The Lord is my light and my salvation—whom shall I fear? 
The Lord is the stronghold of my life—of whom 

Shall I be afraid?  (Ps. 27) 

Both high and low among men 
Find refuge in the shadow of your wings. 

They feast on the abundance of your house; 
You give them drink from your river of delights. 

For with you is the fountain of life; 
In your light we see light.  (Ps. 36) 

Your word is a lamp to my feet 
And a light for my path (Ps. 119:105) 

Now we no longer have the menorah; we no longer need it.  It is 

unnecessary because our Lord himself is the light of the world.  It says in the 

prologue of the Gospel of John, in describing Jesus, “In him was life, and 

that life was the light of men.”  It says, “The true light that gives light to 

 11



every man was coming into the world.”  Jesus himself confirmed it, saying, 

“I am the light of the world.  Whoever follows me will never walk in 

darkness, but will have the light of life” (John 8:12).   

 The Lord is our sustenance.  We feed on him through faith and know 

his fellowship and his love.  We feed on him through faith and know 

fellowship and love with one another.  The Lord is our light.  He guides us 

through this dark world, leading us in paths of righteousness.  It is all 

summed up for us in the 23rd Psalm: 

The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want. 
He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: 

He leadeth me beside the still waters. 
He restoreth my soul: 

He leadeth me in the paths of righteousness 
For his name’s sake. 

Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 
I will fear no evil; for thou art with me; 
Thy rod and thy staff they comfort me. 

Thou preparest a table in the presence of mine enemies; 
Thou anointest my head with oil; 

My cup runneth over. 
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life; 

And I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever. 

In Christ’s name.  AMEN.  

 12


