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In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit; AMEN. 

 This morning we come to a passage of particular comfort and joy.  It 

is a word of good cheer for us in the midst of all the troubles and turmoils of 

this life.  And it comes to us at a particularly appropriate time.  Our Lord has 

been teaching his disciples to pray.  He has told them that they must hallow 

God’s name and pray for the coming of his kingdom.  He has told them to 

pray for their daily bread and to plead for forgiveness.  And, as we saw last 

week, he has instructed them that they must pray because after forgiveness is 

bestowed, the battle of the Christian life really begins—the daily battle 

against temptation—the daily battle against the world, the flesh and the 

devil.   It is a daunting task that lies ahead of each one of us.  The road is 

narrow and difficult and we must work out our salvation with fear and 

trembling.  But we have a wonderful promise from God this morning: He 

will work in us and will not neglect to answer our prayers.   

 And so, at just this very moment, when the reality of the fight of the 

Christian life begins to sink into the hearts and minds of the disciples, when 

it becomes apparent that sweat and tears will flow, when it seems that things 

might become overwhelming, Jesus steps forward with a word of comfort 

and good cheer.  He tells his disciples and by extension he tells us that there 



is one who is able to help us in our time of need.  There is one on whom we 

can call.  There is one who stands ready to provide us what he knows we 

need according to his good and perfect will.  Ask, Jesus says, and it will be 

given you.  Seek and you will find.  Knock, and it will be opened to you.  

Listen to our old friend Martyn Lloyd-Jones.  It’s a longish quote but he puts 

it wonderfully well and gets right to the heart of the matter: 

 The biblical view of life, in contradistinction to the worldly 
view, is that life is a journey, a journey full of perplexities, problems 
and uncertainties.  That being the case, it emphasizes that what really 
matters in life is not so much the various things that come to meet us, 
and with which we have to deal, as our readiness to meet them.  The 
whole of the biblical teaching with regard to life is in a sense summed 
up in that one man Abraham, of whom we are told, “he went out, not 
knowing wither he went.”  But he was nevertheless perfectly happy, at 
peace and at rest.  He was not afraid.  Why?  An old Puritan who lived 
300 years ago answers the question for us: “Abraham went out, not 
knowing whither he went; but he did know with whom he went.”  
That is the thing that matters.... He was not alone, there was One with 
him who had told him that he would never leave him nor forsake him; 
and though he was uncertain as the to events that were coming to meet 
him, the problems which would arise, he was perfectly happy because 
he knew, if I may so put it, his Traveling companion. 
 According to the Bible that is the one thing that matters.  Our 
Lord does not promise to change life for us; he does not promise to 
remove difficulties and trials and problems and tribulations; he does 
not say that he is going to cut out all the thorns and leave the roses 
with their wonderful perfume.  No; he faces life realistically, and tells 
us that these are things to which the flesh is heir, and which are bound 
to come.  But he assures us that we can so know him that, whatever 
happens, we need never be frightened, we need never be alarmed.  He 
puts all that in his great and comprehensive promise: Ask and it shall 
be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened 
unto you.” 



 Jesus commands us to pray and he commands us to pray boldly and he 

assures his children that God hears and answers.  I like very much what 

Calvin has to say about this.  He wrote, “Nothing is better adapted to excite 

us to prayer than a full conviction that we shall be heard.  He [Jesus] knows 

that we are timid and shy, that we feel unworthy and unfit to present our 

needs to God.... We think that God is so great and we are so tiny that we do 

not dare to pray.  That is why Christ wants to lure us away from such timid 

thoughts, to remove our doubts, and to have us go ahead confidently and 

boldly.”  Pray and pray boldly.   

But though Christ instructs us about what to pray and how to pray it, 

there are those who raise objections.  Instead of this command being 

received with joy and gratitude, it is ignored or met with opposition.  I want 

to go through some of those objections to prayer this morning.  By 

answering them I think that we can be encouraged and strengthened 

spiritually.  Here are three common objections.  First, prayer is unseemly, 

second, prayer is unnecessary and third, prayer is unproductive.  Unseemly, 

unnecessary and unproductive.  Let’s take them one at a time. 

 Some people say that prayer is unseemly.  What do they mean by that?  

They mean that prayer is an insult to God.  They argue like this: “If you ask 



God for something, doesn’t that imply one of two things.  Either God does 

not know what you need and want or God knows it but has to be argued and 

cajoled into bestowing it.  If that is the case, then God is either ignorant or 

stingy with his children.  I don’t want to ascribe either of those attributes to 

God so I will not pray.”   

 Now God commands prayer.  And he commands his name be 

hallowed.  It must be given reverence.  If that is the case, then prayer cannot 

be an insult to God or a question of ascribing to him anything less than 

glory.  So what can we say about the charge of unseemliness?  Here’s the 

problem with the first objection.  Prayer is not undertaken for God’s benefit; 

it is not undertaken to inform or educate God.  Prayer is undertaken for our 

blessing.  You can think of it this way.  In prayer, the question is never, “Is 

God ready to give?”  It is always, “Are we ready to receive?”  Here’s John 

Stott: 

 The truth is that the heavenly Father never spoils his children.  
He does not shower us with gifts whether we want them or not, 
whether we are ready for them or not.  Instead he waits until we 
recognize our need and turn to him in humility.  This is why he says, 
“Ask and it will be given you,” and why James added, “You do not 
have because you do not ask.”  Prayer, then... is the very way God 
himself has chosen for us to express our conscious need of him and 
our humble dependence on him. 



The second objection to prayer is that it is unnecessary.  People look 

around and see that many seem to get by just fine without prayer.  There are 

people who never pray who have good jobs and nice homes and children and 

grandchildren.  They are able to take vacations.  They have bank accounts, 

sometimes substantial.  Those who farm get the same amount of rain as the 

Christian farmer the next concession down and the amount of yield they get 

seems to depend more on the fertilizer they use than anything else.  Why 

bother to pray if you are going to get what you need anyway?   

 Now Jesus tells us that God “causes his sun to rise on the evil and the 

good, and sends his rain on the righteous and the unrighteous” alike.  This is 

called “common” grace because it is given indiscriminately.  Sometimes it is 

called “creation grace”.  God gives certain gifts to Christian and pagan alike 

simply by virtue of their being here.  You don’t have to be a Christian to 

have a baby.  To have work.  To have good weather.  A good crop.  You don’t 

have to acknowledge or thank God at all and these things may still come to 

you in abundance.  But this common grace is not all the grace there is; and 

this common grace cannot save.  For salvation, what is called special grace 

is needed.  Redemption-grace, if you will.  And this grace with its special 

gifts are not given to everyone alike, but only to those who call upon the 

name of the Lord, for it is those who so call that will be saved.   



 Jesus says that the Father will answer the prayers of those who call on 

him and give them “good gifts”.  What gifts are these?  Not creation gifts.  

Jesus is not speaking here of food and drink, of clothing and a warm place to 

sleep at night.  He is speaking of the gift of the Holy Spirit and of all 

spiritual blessings.  Ask and you will receive these gifts: A broken and 

contrite spirit.  True repentance.  Forgiveness of sins.  Justification that is 

full and free and irrevocable.  A daily walk in union with the Holy Spirit in 

paths of sanctification and inner transformation, paths which lead to the 

heavenly banquet table and everlasting glory.  These are the gifts we plead 

for, for these are the only gifts that can ultimately satisfy.   

 The Book of Ecclesiastes clearly points out the difference between 

gifts of common grace and gifts of special, redeeming grace.  It is very clear 

in telling us that life is futile if it is lived without God.  All of the blessings 

of creation--wisdom, pleasures, work, career advancement, wealth--all of 

these are meaningless in and of themselves.  Why?  Because we were made 

for more.  In Ecclesiastes God tells us that he has “set eternity in the hearts 

of men.”  If all we have is seventy or eighty years and then nothing more, 

our lives simply don’t count.  That longing for something beyond this life, 



that longing for meaning, that longing for eternity, can only be satisfied by 

seeking God’s face and asking him for it.  It will not be given otherwise. 

 Some say, then, that prayer is unseemly because it insults God.  No.  If 

anything it exalts man.  Some say prayer is unnecessary because God gives 

good things anyway, regardless of prayer or its absence.  No.  God gives his 

ultimate gift to those who know their need and call upon him for salvation.  

The next objection is that prayer is unproductive.  There are those who say 

that while many receive from God that for which they do not ask, many pray 

to God but do not receive anything.  “I prayed for a new job but I am stuck 

on the same old assembly line.”  “I prayed for good health but I got sick 

anyway.”  “I prayed for church growth but the congregation is still declining 

in numbers.”  “I have asked.  I have sought.  I have knocked.  But I haven’t 

been answered.” 

 Now there are a number of things that need to be said in reply to this.  

The first thing is this: If you are not a Christian then your prayers are not 

really prayers at all and so cannot be answered.  A prayer must be to God 

“the Father” and he becomes your Father only through the adoption that 

takes place through Jesus Christ.  It works like this: If we are in Christ 

through faith, then his Father is our Father.  If we are not joined to Christ 



through faith, then we do not have God as our Father.  We have him only as 

our Judge.  Sometimes profane and godless men complain that God hasn’t 

done something for them or has done something to them.  They speak as if 

God were somehow obligated to them.  They have it exactly backwards.  

God owes nothing.  They owe everything. 

 The second thing to be said is this.  It is clear the promises given in 

our lesson are not unconditional.  Ask, seek and knock and it will be 

answered, found and opened does not mean that whatsoever we ask will be 

granted.  Prayer is not magic.  And we should be grateful.  Alex Motyer 

made this very interesting point.  I hadn’t thought of it this way before.  He 

said:  

 If it were the case that whatever we ask, God was pledged to 
give, then I for one would never pray again, because I would not have 
sufficient confidence in my own wisdom to ask God for anything; and 
I think if you consider it you will agree.  It would impose an 
intolerable burden on frail human wisdom if by his prayer-promises 
God was pledged to give whatever we ask, when we ask it, and in 
exactly the terms we ask.  How could we bear the burden? 

Lloyd-Jones made this remark: 

 I thank God--let me put it bluntly--I thank God that he is not 
prepared to do anything that I may chance to ask him, and I sat that as 
the result of my own past experience.  In my past life I, like all others, 
have often asked God for things, and have asked God to do things, 
which at that time I wanted very much and which I believed were the 
very best things for me.  But now, ...looking back, I say that I am 



profoundly grateful to God that he did not grant me certain things for 
which I asked, and that he shut certain doors in my face.  At the time I 
did not understand, but I know now, and am grateful to God for it. 

Beloved, when God answers prayer he does not suspend his wisdom or his 

love.  He uses them.  He gives us good gifts, not gifts that would harm us or 

bring ruin to us.  If parents, who are all born with a sinful human nature, 

know how to give their children what is good, how much more will God, 

who has all wisdom and knowledge give what is good to his children?  

Because we know who God is we can be confident that all we receive is 

given us, not simply for our good, but for our best.   

 Listen to Question and Answer 26 of the Heidelberg Catechism.   

Question 26.  What do you believe when you say: “I believe in God 
the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth”? 

Answer.  That the eternal Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who out of 
nothing created heaven and earth with all that is in them, who also 
upholds and governs them by his eternal counsel and providence, is 
for the sake of Christ his Son my God and my Father.  I trust in him so 
completely that I have no doubt that he will provide me with all things 
necessary for body and soul.  Moreover, whatever evil he sends upon 
me in this troubled life he will turn to my good, for he is able to do it, 
being almighty God, and is determined to do it, being a faithful 
Father. 

God is able to answer prayer perfectly, for he is Almighty God; he is not 

only willing but is determined to answer his children’s prayers, for he is a 

faithful Father to all who call upon him in sincerity and truth.   



 Do you have a problem with hypocrisy?  Ask for God’s forgiveness 

and help and he will see that you become a person of integrity.  Do you 

judge others harshly?  Seek God’s face.  He will open your eyes to your own 

sin and cause a spirit of pity and mercy for others to be born in your heart.  

Do you lack the moral courage to confront sin and name it for what it is, 

letting things slide rather than getting into a messy but necessary 

confrontation?  Knock on the door and it will be opened.   

 If you are wondering how to knock, let me point you to Charles 

Spurgeon.  This is what he preached 150 years ago; his message is as true 

today as it was then. 

 Alas!” says one, “I see the knocker, for I know something of the 
promises and of the person of our Lord, but how am I to knock? With 
the hand of faith. Believe that God will keep his promise; ask him to 
do so, and thus knock. Believe that Jesus is worthy, whose name you 
are pleading and so knock in confidence that God will honor the name 
of his dear Son. “Alas! my hand is so weak,” say you. Then remember 
that the Holy Spirit helpeth our infirmities. Ask him to put his hand 
upon your hand, and in that fashion you will be able to knock within 
prevailing vehemence. I beseech you knock with all the strength you 
have, and knock often. If you are not in Christ, nay dear hearer, do not 
give sleep to your eyes nor slumber to your eyelids till you have found 
him. If you have prayed once, go and pray again; and you have prayed 
ten thousand times, yet still continue in prayer.  Knock with all your 
might, with all the vigor of your spirit; plead as for life; knock at the 
door as a man would knock who saw a wolf ready to spring upon him. 
Knock as one would knock who found himself ready to die of cold 
outside the door. Throw your whole soul into the work, Say unto the 



Lord, “I beseech thee have mercy upon me and have mercy upon me 
now. I faint, I die, unless thou manifest thy love to me and take me 
into thy house and heart, that I may be thine for ever.” “Knock, and it 
shall be opened unto you.” There is the knocker. 

Ask.  Seek.  Knock.  Receive.  Such is God’s word to you today.  In Christ’s 

name.  AMEN. 


