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In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit; AMEN. 

 Over the course of the past several weeks we have been taking a look 

at the furnishings within the Tabernacle.  We have taken a look at the Ark of 

the Covenant that was to be placed within the Holy of Holies.  We have 

considered the table and the lampstand that were to be placed within the 

Holy Place.  And as we have done so, we have learned that the Ark points to 

Jesus Christ—first to his dual and holy nature as very God of very God and 

true and perfect man—and second to his sacrifice which serves to atone for 

the sin of man.  We have also seen that the table in the Holy Place points to 

the fellowship of the believer with the Lord, and the Bread of the Presence 

on the table speaks to the way those who belong to the Lord feed upon him 

spiritually through faith.  And finally we considered the lampstand—the 

Menorah with its seven lights.  It symbolizes the perfect light of Jesus 

Christ.  He is the light—the true light that is “the life of men.” 

 Well tonight we turn from the furnishings within the Tabernacle to the 

Tabernacle itself.  Our lesson deals with the coverings that make up the Tent 

of Meeting.  Let me give you a brief overview of the lesson and then we will 

get into the details.  As we will find, there are four layers of material that are 

used to make the tent.  The interior coverings are the most luxurious; as we 
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move through the subsequent layers, we will find that the curtains become 

plainer and of less expensive materials.  After considering the coverings, we 

will take a look at the tent frame.  It was make of a series of vertical pieces 

set into sockets and connected horizontally by a series of bars.  It was over 

this framework that the four different coverings were stretched and then 

pegged to the ground.  Let’s turn to our lesson.  We are first going to take a 

look at the inmost covering—the one that formed the ceiling and walls of the 

Tabernacle. 

Make the Tabernacle with ten curtains of finely twisted linen 
and blue, purple and scarlet yarn, with cherubim worked into them by 
a skilled craftsman.  All the curtains are to be the same size—twenty-
eight cubits long and four cubits wide [42 feet x 6 feet].  Join five of 
the curtains together, and do the same with the other five.  Make loops 
of blue material along the edge of the end curtain in one set, and do 
the same with the end curtain in the other set.  Make fifty loops on one 
curtain and fifty loops on the end curtain of the other set, with the 
loops opposite each other.  Then make fifty gold clasps and use them 
to fasten the curtains together so that the Tabernacle is a unit.   

 The interior covering for the Holy of Holies and the Holy Place is to 

be not just of linen, but of finely twisted linen—linen of exceptional quality.  

It points to several things.  First of all, it points to Jesus.  The quality of the 

covering symbolizes his holiness and righteousness.  Christ is the perfect 

man.  He is tainted with no sin at all.  He did not inherit Adam’s sin.  He did 

not commit any sin of his own.  In everything he always obeyed the Law of 
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God fully.  He obeyed it in letter and in Spirit.  He obeyed it inwardly and 

outwardly.  He obeyed it positively in what he did and negatively in what he 

did not do.  He was touched neither by sins of commission or sins of 

omission.  He was pure, clean and spotless, the Holy Lamb of God.   

The wonderful thing is that there is such a covering for us and that 

brings us to the second point.  There is a covering of righteousness for us 

that is pure and clean, spotless and without blemish.  It is the righteousness 

of Christ that the believer receives through faith.  In Revelation 19, in 

speaking of the bride of Christ—the church—the Bible says, “‘Fine linen 

bright and clean was given her [the church—the believers of every age] to 

wear.’  (Fine linen stands for the righteous acts of the saints.)”  We have no 

such covering in and of ourselves.  Our righteousness, as Isaiah tells us, is 

only filthy rags.  Our best deeds are tainted with sin and self.  Even our 

repentance needs to be repented of.  But the righteousness of Christ—

symbolized by the fine linen curtains—covers us through faith, so that when 

we enter into the presence of God that is what God sees.  He sees us, not as 

we are in and of ourselves, but as we are clothed in Christ.   

And that brings us to the third point.  These curtains are to be made by 

“skilled craftsmen.”  The words literally translated mean a “thoughtful, 
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ingenious worker.”  You can think of it this way.  What we give to the Lord 

is not to be slipshod.  It is to be the very best we can manage.  There is a 

hymn in our book about that, though it is a hymn I don’t think I have ever 

sung.  It’s #465, Give of Your Best to the Master.  The final stanza reads this 

way: 

Give of your best to the Master;  
Naught else is worthy his love; 

He gave himself for your ransom,  
Gave up his glory above; 

Laid down his life without murmur,  
You from sin’s ruin to save; 

Give him your heart’s adoration,  
Give him the best that you have. 

 Now the curtains are not only to be of fine, twisted linen; yarn blue, 

purple and scarlet is also to be used.  Now these colours are highly symbolic 

and they teach us something of Jesus Christ.  Blue, because it is the colour of 

the sky, symbolizes heaven—the divine.  Red, because it is the colour of 

blood, symbolizes man.  Here again we have the two natures of Christ 

depicted.  Now note this.  Purple—which is made by combining red and blue

—is the royal colour.  It is the colour of the king.  Jesus, the God-man, came 

down from heaven to earth and shed his blood for us.  We have in him a king 

who gains his crown through suffering and death; it is by way of the cross 
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that he is crowned and glorified.  All of these elements point to the Lord 

Jesus.   

 The curtains were of fine linen.  They were also made with blue, red 

and purple yarn.  And third, they were to have cherubim embroidered on 

them, their outstretched wings forming, in A. W. Pink’s words, “a firmament 

of feathers.”  The cherubim are one of the two highest orders of angels in 

God’s creation.  The seraphim are the other.  Cherubim (and seraphim) serve 

in the presence of God.  It was cherubim that God sent to guard the Garden 

of Eden after Adam and Eve has sinned.  They made sure our first parents 

didn’t make their way back into Eden.  It was the image of cherubim that 

God commanded to be formed in gold on the mercy seat of the Ark of the 

Covenant, their wings outstretched.  It may well be these wings that David 

was speaking of in Psalm 61 when he wrote, “I long to dwell in your tent 

[tabernacle] forever and take refuge in the shelter of your wings.”  It makes 

us think to Psalm 91 as well: 

I will say of the Lord,  
“He is my refuge and my fortress,  

my God, in whom I trust.” 
Surely he will save you from the fowler’s snare 

And from the deadly pestilence. 
He will cover you with his feathers, 

And under his wings you will find refuge; 
His faithfulness will be your shield and rampart. 
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 Now there were ten interior linen curtains in all.  God commanded 

that they be sewn together in two groups of five.  They were sewn together 

along the 42 foot sides, so you ended up with two linen sections 42 feet long 

and thirty feet wide.  After this, a series of blue fabric loops and gold hooks 

was sewn into borders of the two linen sections.  In this way the two sections 

of five panels could be coupled together.  When they were joined together 

they would make a single unit sixty feet long and forty-two feet wide.  The 

interior covering was made this way because it had to be portable.  As Israel 

went through the desert on their way to the Promised Land, it had to be 

taken down and set up again frequently.   

 Now over top of this inner curtain God commanded three other 

coverings to be made.   

 Make curtains of goat hair for the tent over the tabernacle—
eleven altogether.  All eleven curtains are to be the same size—thirty 
cubits long and four cubits wide [45 feet x 6 feet].  Join five of the 
curtains together into one set and the other six into another set.  Fold 
the sixth curtain double at the front of the tent.  Make fifty loops along 
the edge of the end curtain in one set and also along the edge of the 
end curtain in the other set.  Then make fifty bronze clasps and put 
them in the loops to fasten the tent together as a unit.  As for the 
additional length of the tent curtains, the half curtain that is left over is 
to hand down at the rear of the tabernacle.  Then tent curtains will be a 
cubit longer on both sides; what is left will hang over the sides of the 
tabernacle so as to cover it.  Make for the tent a covering of ram skins 
dies read, and over that a covering of the hides of sea cows.   
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The second layer of covering is to be made of goat hair.  It is larger than the 

linen covering and it overhangs at the back and the front.  This is, 

presumably, to protect the linen underneath.  The hooks that hold the goat 

hair sections together are not made with gold, but are made of bronze.  

Because this covering doesn’t have direct contact with the holy places, the 

finest, most costly materials are not used.  They are reserved for the inmost 

layer and furnishings.  On top of this, two further layers are to be made, one 

of ram skins dyed red and the other made with the hides of sea cows.  The 

sea cows, most likely, were a type of dolphin plentiful in the Red Sea.   

 Now two things need to be said here.  First of all, these coverings had 

a utilitarian function.  They protected the fine linen inner curtain that was in 

direct contact with the holy places.  They kept out damaging rays of the sun.  

They kept out dust and sand.  And they protected the holy places from any 

moisture that might come along.  But second, and more important, we see 

here a particular progression.  As we move farther away from the meeting 

place of God, things become less and less refined, less and less beautiful, 

more and more common.  Beloved, when we are drawn closer to God, we 

see the same thing, only in reverse.  The closer we get to Jesus, the more 

wonderful he seems and the less enchanting the things of the world become.   
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 Think about sin for a moment.  Sin always looks attractive.  At least it 

seems so at first.  The devil doesn’t come and say, “Hey, I have a good idea.  

Follow it and you will destroy your home, your family, your reputation and 

your soul.”  No.  He says, “Hey, I have a good idea.  It will bring you joy 

and happiness.  I have a way for you to reach a wonderful fulfillment.”  But 

the closer we get to God—the more his light shines upon us—the more we 

see his beauty—the more the real ugliness of sin becomes apparent.  It 

reminds me of a hymn in our book: 

O soul are you weary and troubled? 
No light in the darkness you see? 

There’s light for a look at the Saviour, 
And life more abundant and free. 

Turn your eyes upon Jesus. 
Look full in his wonderful face. 

And the things of earth will grow strangely dim 
In the light of his glory and grace. 

 Now, after describing the coverings that must be made for the 

tabernacle, God goes on to explain how the framework must be made.   

 Make upright frames of acacia wood for the tabernacle.  Each 
frame is to be ten cubits long [fifteen feet] and a cubit and a half wide 
[2 feet 3 inches], with two projections set parallel to each other.  Make 
all the frames of the tabernacle in this way.  Make twenty frames for 
the south side of the tabernacle and make forty silver bases to go 
under them—two bases for each frame, one under each projection.  
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For the other side, the north side of the tabernacle, make twenty 
frames and forty silver bases—two under each frame. 

The side of the tent are to be held up with boards—posts—fifteen feet high.  

At the bottom of the board are to be two tenons that are to slide into silver 

sockets that are stuck into the ground.  The ends of the tent are to be made in 

much the same way, only with fewer posts.   

 Now, to join the posts together and to make the frame all of one piece, 

acacia wood crossbeams are to be fastened to the posts by the use of gold 

rings—like the rings used for the poles to carry the Ark of the Covenant and 

the Table for the showbread.  And all of this is to be covered with gold.  This 

is God’s command”  “Overlay the frames with gold and make gold rings to 

hold the crossbars.  Also overlay the crossbars with gold.”  This framework 

was to be covered with gold because it was an interior framework, visible 

from the holy places.  Again, this speaks of the holiness of God and the 

deference and respect with which we must approach him.  Yes, we are to 

come before him as a child comes before a loving heavenly Father, but we 

are not to approach lightly or presume upon him.  He is and always remains 

the holy and almighty God, the King of kings and Lord of lords before 

whom the nations tremble. 
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 Our lesson ends with these words: 

 Make a curtain of blue, purple and scarlet yarn and finely 
twisted linen, with cherubim worked into it by a skilled craftsman.  
Hang it with gold hooks on four posts of acacia wood overlaid with 
gold and standing on four silver bases.  Hang the curtain from the 
clasps and place the ark of the Testimony behind the curtain. The 
curtain will separate the Holy Place from the Most Holy Place.  Put 
the atonement cover on the ark of the Testimony in the Most Holy 
Place.  Place the table outside the curtain on the north side of the 
tabernacle and put the lampstand opposite it on the south side. 
 For the entrance to the tent make a curtain of blue, purple and 
scarlet yarn and finely twisted linen—the work of an embroiderer.  
Make gold hooks for this curtain and five posts of acacia wood 
overlaid with gold.  And cast five bronze bases for them. 

On the inside of the Tabernacle a curtain separates the Most Holy Place from 

the Holy Place.  This inner curtain is of the finest materials and is to be made 

by a skilled craftsman.  The curtain that separates the Holy Place from the 

courtyard is made of the finest material too, but it is to be worked by an 

embroiderer—by someone less skilled than the master craftsman.  And note 

this too—the posts on which it rests are to be set into bronze sockets, not 

gold ones.  Again we see that as we move to the Holy of Holies, finer and 

finer quality comes to the fore.   

 This is, of course, as it should be.  The inner curtain—the inner veil—

serves to protect people from the glory of God, for his glory is such that 

those who look upon God in his sheer and utter radiance must perish.  But 
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there is more.  As you know, the Lord Jesus is the veil.  Listen to these 

words from Hebrews 10: 

 Therefore brothers since we have confidence to enter the Most 
Holy Place by the blood of Jesus, by a new and living way opened for 
us through the curtain, that is, his body, and since we have a great 
priest over the house of God, let us draw near to God with a sincere 
heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled to cleanse 
us from a guilty conscience and having our bodies washed with pure 
water. 

When Jesus was crucified, the veil of the temple was torn in two, from the 

top to the bottom.  The curtain represents the body of Christ because just as 

the Holy of Holies was entered through the veil in the temple, so we now 

have access to the presence of God through the sacrifice of Christ’s death, an 

offering that atoned for our sins.  Covered with Christ—covered with the 

fine twisted linen of his righteousness—a garment without spot or wrinkle or 

blemish—we can approach the heavenly Father with confidence, so that we 

might “receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need.”   

 That is the lesson of the Tabernacle.  Draw near to God—but make 

sure you draw near to him through the Lord Jesus Christ.  There is no other 

way.  There is “no other name under heaven given to men by which we must 

be saved.”   

Come, ye disconsolate, where’er ye languish; 
Come to the mercy seat, fervently kneel. 

Here bring your wounded hearts, 
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Here tell your anguish; 
Earth has no sorrow 

That heaven cannot heal. 

In Christ’s name.  AMEN.  
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